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Untversity he plunged into a fghting
enrpn, wore tlie colours proudly, and
narrowly' escaped’ some  werious  aduels,
The mauner in which Waguer descriles
wlurt was & triagic episode of his student
duys, the unsparing way in which ke con-
fesdes his faults, throws new light npon
his cheracter. ” I simple but exceelingly
muviiyg words le tells of the pambling
passion that hekl it like s demon; lis
long run of ill-luck niaddened him; he
lost interest in all else but play.  lodif.
ferent to the apinion of lis foriner com-
panions, lie vanished from their mudst,
pusging night after night witl ounly the
lowest of students in the emalt gambling
heuses of Leipzig. With <nll apathy he
bore ‘the eoutenipt of his. sister Hoszlie,
wha, like his mwother, ravely caught . a
glimpse of him. PR

Finally, having lost everything, he
used some money e beld in trust for his
mother, and that. ton, was swallowed
up with the exception of ote thaler,
Sick in mind and body—he lLad eatén
nathing for hours—he sat through that
terrible night distracted, He knew that
the thaler represented his whole life and
existence, for, that lost, be conld newer
return hame, nod Lie saw himself wander-
ing aimlessty in-the grey of the morning
ilirorgh the tields amd woods-—a prodigal
som.  Suddenly, while on the verge of
deapair, he won and won again, Meohan-
ieally he staked agnin, uml stith he won,
natil there was sullivient to.repay all his
debt, The wavnith, that filleds his soul
and bady was, he says,.of a sacred na-
- ture; he felt that he was not abandaned
by God and His angels; he felt a holy
presetice whispering warning and conse-
Fation.  He was curad, . 1e went home
and slepé soumdly for hours, and awoke
new baro.

Deterred by no senze of shanie, he told
Wiv mother of his experience tn that mo-
mentous night, and retwrned her nppey,
under acknowledgment of Lis sin.  Sbe
folded her handis and thanked God for
the grace 1le hail shown her son. aml
expresseld her firm conviction  that e
was saved, and that temptation  would
never again assail hime This was actu-
ally the case, awd Wagner then threw
himseH with. rencwed. ardowr. into his
musjeal studies, entering upon a new and
Aerfous phase.

Thi pullication of the autohm«nplly
i9 the greatest event of the year ik mnsi-
cal hielatnm and-likely to-exertr e
siderable mHummn- un the varied opini
that exist as to Lis marvellous gquali
of plnln-«:plm: poet, mechanician
tist, and musician. <

Eantley's Farewell.

Before some tens of
teners, Hir Chavles ; Nt seore
trewsbling whidensly in his Hadids sani at
the (‘r)-stal Patace for the last time in
Londen recently. Despite the gniety of
the scene there was g little melancholy
in this farewell of the greate%’t mlget
I‘llﬂlsllxd haa ever produced.

Rir Chartes Jooked touchingly Lent aml
frail, avcording to all avcounts, imt liis
Yoice ramg oul AeToss the vise spaves—
t.'he LTy tal Palaze is -a Rahara among
euncert halls—with aur prising resonauee,
He sang Cnum):l v *There iy w green IH
far away” and ~onour ane Arms” of
,i[.uldﬂ with <ush- |u)hnhed ﬁt\lt’ as to
prove that i€ woull still he a trae plen-
sure, quite apart from the sentiment
of the thing. to-. hear his relic of a
glurious  velee—Rir Charles  §s aged
SEVENLY--evelt—in A tess - Inovdinately
Tinge bhall. bk, Albani, and Santley
have heen making favewell appearances
for years, sa that theve may he “abso-
Futely the last appearan Ly colie yet.
The Hritish puldic is ased to this smt
of thing, pays up hand<omely. and ¢om-
tinues to wmarvel at the vitality and
Tower of ity favourites, who have srown
old and grey in the service af song.

Msyody-Manners Farewell,
. Yot another farewell is wnat of Mr
tharles Manners and  Madaom  Fanny
Mooldy, known to tlhe mu=ical warkl as
the lenders  of  tue  Moody-Manmers
Hprra Compauny, who have ooin retired
from the stage for good. Revwmn-r Ttis
A2 years of opera singing ie an inter-
viewer, My, Manmers  waid recemtly;—
“Fimpeially L have  bwen sueceesiul,
~From the artistic point of view T am
the mont di~appuinied and disilusioned
of mem.  After ull the Tahour wnd cu-
Abnwinsm L bave expended over my duy-
dream—the sstabli=hnent of & Xatiouar
fipera House in Loudon on a permanent
banin—it seems nat a bit pearer vealbm.
Liom. Not that 4 am gaing to give up!
The mrongy that  lay
opera ru.lnmlun the schemea that hnve
failed—nothing of That discournges mé.”

heen lont over -

I know my scheme is workable, and I

cam mobt going to leave uff talking about
it TE b were adopted, 4 National Opers
House " coukt be bromghi inte existémce
and could be made io pay without a
hatipenny of State wid.

‘200 Toxia of Hoenery.

“I am. yot disbanding my upem com-.
pany. It is toaring wow in the north
uf England, and iy making money a3
usual.  Thege, iv. thy oxgonisatign, with
2103 tons of eeenery, #0 tons uf cos-
tunres, and band parts of 23 operas; the
National Opetn enn have all thut for
uu’thmg the moment it vomes into e\us-
tence,

*[liere are handreds of fresh arkl
heautiful voiees waiting in Britain for
a_chance of u-eogmlmn There is more
filént there than anywhere else in the
world! © It” is all wusted! There ave
three_thuring operatic companies in Fnig-
land today.  In Italy ‘there are more
than three hundred.”

“tave you nuy sentimental umrph at
]e‘l\mg “the theatrer” he was nqkml

“Regrels? I am thankiul to say " good-
bye to it,” Mr. Manners exclaimed warm-
ly. T am a disappointed nan!”

The nramatle Critie,

S0 may complaints come fronn.. the
public both at Ilone and in our own
Jdand ghat deanmstic eriticism is.a furee,
that the matter seeurs to dewerve soue
attepytion, A writer- in “M.APY says
that of late years eriticism -has been
worth little or nubhing, - lie =uys that
the advertisement colunny, awd the bomd
of goml fellowship contrel Press notices,
EHe then gues on to say: “In London,
most theatrical ‘notices can- be writben
before the production, leaving only the
plot of the play and its reception to
he added on aftrewards, Tnomost cases
¢rities can afford to be honest about
the play btseli; bLut when it comes to
the players, they eannot and do not
really speak their minds, - Nearly every
popular actor is Iis own munager, which
means Lhat he' s the man who pays
for ihe daily, weekly, and monthly ad-
vertisements. :

A Tush of fattering Preza mnotices
teinpts the manager to give the play n
food boom in Lhe {lisplay dotmmny of
newspapers,

Vet eyen with the play itseli the puh-
]u' has long sinve ignored dramatic eri
ML"lr!IH. {he. the night of its produe-
m RuddlE™ Besier's adeleetable comedy,

s

‘camlemned; but it became
a0 s_hmm.nsw ~The sawe ia trne of ‘Rafles”
Tk “ATadhe I'Mpul On the other hand,
Taexeral Mayd aré veceived fulsomely, and
;o not-run three wecks.
) b Why ‘eritica® do fot “deal
ranagers ‘19 ~the hond - of
- pcr-«nnﬂl frieitlship, . Actors are now Te-
- cogised .in Roviety, aml paragraphed by
. the Press. They meet Lig crities wher-
- ever thiey @a. The manager is a useful
friend for tlie critic to Know, and viee
= veisa.  The eriticy enjoy supper-parties,
“dinners, aml free neuts. There is alko the
sollening influence of exhilarating cham-
pagne,
. €ritics do; indead, give fair noh('('s tG
, the players of pmaller parts, and often
théy piek out a clever perfarmanee by an
unknown actor.  All that part of their
Lusiness is fair and square, beeause it js
nat affectil by personal fl'mnd-:!up or
avher considerations.

The difftcalty with the actoramanager
s that he mxest be mentioned in ﬂle
Fress notive,  Not only is mere silence
fmposyible, but the mention of him must
in praclice be praise.

1 remember & case, mow many yeais
ago, where a London manager pmdmed
- phuy which becamie a huge suecesa; hat
on the frst night it was regarded as
stempwhat' ragged.  The eritic of a cer-
tain . pewspaper happenod to be alio the
comporer of the weore, and his j\m'ur
attended the premiere. What the junior
wiote caused trouble, aml a  fortnight
latexr a second notice, of a very dilferent
charaeter, appeuted in the Presa. It was
written and signed by the composer, who
happened alo te be the eritic.  In the
provimeen, Prevs noticed arve eonsiderel
to be the only way of bringing good tor
tune, but they are so aniformly lawlntary
that nnhmly reyily pays any attention to
them.

It" would be much hetter for the pro-
fowddon if there were more freslom. -

¢Cannot womething he done to restore
the atwalute imiependence of the drama-
tie critic?

: - F
Puff Fars. - N
* The vemedy for this is to make Prers
Cmothes WMol independint " of* any,

Alowers,
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MAGNIFICENT SCENE AT DRURY LANE.

LONDON'S GREATEST ACTORS

~a

PAR TICIPA TE.

LONDON, May 19,

RURY LANE THEATRE
-been the seene of many menwor-
able théatrival performanves by

has

.. Royal o, but the “Com-
mand™ pevlormance of Lomd Lytton’s old-
fashioned vamedy “Maneg” Just Weldnes-
day evening pradued & speclacle of over-
whelming magmitteence and charm, and
unparalleled dizplay of great personages,
of theatrival talent, of decorative skill
and taste; of costly jewels, delightful
dresses and feminine loveliness—n the-
atre pageant unigne jn its Trilliance and
Lealtty,  ~-° -

The “commawd” performance was for
“ome night . only,” hat for that night
the whete theatre bl been converlel
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“Now, lm} 5—Nng a word ahn)ut my matai mesiad ul

Fron
which tsses of pendant foliage drooped
between  the wreathed  eleelrie Tamipa
The deep yich colonra of the tulip<-and

climbing as il weve to the eeiling,

tarpations were well set off hy il
white aml polit of seate pnd Herves
vising from aw sen of hvender carpeting

Flowerlike too were the veonpants of the
stalls amed baleonies aml Luxes.  Tier
rhoye tier, Tow by yow, were watheyed as
it seeprel all the most b fal worny
i Londoun, in voyal Blue and heliotrope
and perple awl pink and  shimone
sitver, with the dight thi-bhing from
of diamonds, from emeralids, rubies,
s pphives,
clis eveni
combt, spye
innke the

anl
Ad for the men in inconspion-

rodress, they Tadly seented 0
= bl amd white foil 1a
tints of the ludies amd” tho

POINT OF VIEW,

s—thal doesn't concern the

pabik in the beast.”

inlo @ faivyland of the moxt Deautifu!
-There were -flowers in banks
amt masses on the staircases and in the
vestibules, bowquets of flowers on the
hacks of the seatx in the stalls and-nn
the ledues of the boxes, flowers festovi-
ed high up on columns and pilasters, aml

Tensideration of advevtising or perconal

friemdship, At first it night wean w
=ntall monctary loss, but in the end it
wanld mean o Anancinl gain. | People
read papers which tell the truth. The
public expects, niul has & right to expoct,
that eritivism of plays whal be winwcere,
When renders are misled they take no
notice of what a paper says. awd con-
sequently the cireulation dedines,  Ad-
vertising is not a philantlropie propasi-
tion.  An advertiser anly adverfi-es be-
cause it pays him to de an, and in e
lompr run he advertises in Ilm paper ot
widely resb.  No paper ean rmu]!y com-
mand advertisoments unless jts Tonding
matter is rellable, sml in theatciead mat-
ters the poblic ks for absolutely am-
Binwixl opinien Nar whould any artist
resent hiir evit if it camen from one
wha knows,  To wom fanlt s hall-wany

~to cure it, aml indiscriminate praise iv.

o peaise, 1t i eany to undemsdaml the
diftienlt pamition in which the eoritic i
plaved,  To praise i eany, and goins
Lt friends and appreciation. But a
paper owes a duty to the public as well
an to dtwelf, and eommoneende scenis to
tell us that “puf pars” canuot in the
long ran serve any uscful purpose, be-
enuse they are appreised. at theie veal
valne by ull parties and w0 defent the end
they are suppowed to serve, -

“erhier it of (hese ¢

hues of Massoms and draperies more
vivid by cuntr,

L wan a night of wonder aml heauty,
at whivh Rn_yall.\' Londun sodely, the
shage, and the seenic arls were all (dis-
Plryed b their most brilliant .upm-li

“TE was well worth w 3 i
an eldenly lady, whe had ferned one
af the qoene which commeneed to furm
onfside e Alieatre at 11 o'elock on
Tuesday morming, amd Tenl apent over 16
Diewirs ~vailing Lo obtain adimission te the
wallery.,  'Fheve alome conld payment az
the Wdo anenre seats, amd 37 was Lhe
toll denuimled and cagerly paid for them
iy people who had waited for 12 to 0
hours,

They bt iheir reward In witne<sing
the finest social theatcienl <peetacle ol

at awuy rafe, modern times, OM Prory™
was o glitfering masa of penple, Lhe

wlkde hore blazing with diimuomds and
splendid with gorgeous costiumes,

At B0 p every seat was ovenpiod
snve 1hose in e Royal boy, which
for the wwearion S geneToNs eenl
perbion of Lhe firemd Tiers Vhe alress
vle of the ertinayy Theatre, T is -«
1hat the H eludry in the Roval hox
were geimine Lonise Svize worth {6000,

It waw jusl m ininle i nihe when
creid sl frome the Dael heralded the
coming of the Royal party. At onee
the audieme rose to its foet to weleome
il Roval guesia.

The King uhd Kajswer took theiv places

jn the veatre of the row, with fhe
Queen on e Kaiser's right and the
Kapre=s on the left: ol om

entral fipares were
ile Prinee of Walen, Prineean Virtoris
Tamine, trance Arthur of Uennwught,
J'rincewsn Maud, the Doke of Argyll, the



