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All communications for "Veronica” should be addressed to "Graphic" Office. Auckland. Secretaries of Horticultural Societies are invited to send us short reports
of their proceedings. and also any items of interest to Horticulturists. Photographs of Flowers, Fruits or New
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TO HORTICULTURAL

SECRETARIES.

IMPORTANT.

On<e more ice would urge upon secre-

taries t.r all Horticultural Societies t*e
importance of sending us the dates of
their shows. Neglect to do so only means

loss to their Society in the end.

All schedules forwarded to the Gardea

Editor of "The Weekly Graphic" will be

acknowledged. and a sketch of same pub-

lished in these columns.

Coronation Carnation.

QUEEN MARY SELECTS THE

FLOWER FOR HER

BOUQUET.

CHOICE THAT WILL BE POPULAR.

The Queen has intimated to the Gar-
deners7 Company her wish that the Coro-

nation bouquet which the company is to

present to Her Majesty should ’be com-

posed of pink carnations.
The Howers from which it is under

stood Her Majesty’s choice will be made

are the varieties known as Enchantress,
a [vile pink: Mrs. Lawson. a cerise: and

Windsor, a full pink.

The announcement has given great
satisfaction to horticulturists. as it i*

believed that from every point of viva

Roy
"The present year has seen the pro-

duction of the tirst true rose-pink car-

nation.*’ said Mr. Burnett, a famous

Guernsey grower. “For this, in any case,

great popularity had been foretold. The

carnal n is
mirable decorative qualities, and it has
increased in public favour very rapidly

_
the past f . ■ -

Mr. K. F. Felton, the King’s fl«>ri-t.

-aid that next to the rose, which wa-

really England’s flower, mere ■ uild *>•

no better c loice than carnations.

“The perfection to which perpetual-

he -aid. "makes them perhaps more

sought after for purely decorative pur-
poses than almost any other flower.

“Y"ii can decorate with carnations in

a way that cannot be successfully under-

taken without them. In the tirst place,
they have magnificent lasting qualities
when cut. The petals do n«H fall, no

matter what the atmosphere of the room

may be.

“However hot the Coronation Day is.
and we all hope it will be brilliant, the

carnation will stand the oppressiveness
of the heat better, perhaps, than any
other flower.*’

THE CARNATION—ITS HISTORY.

The carnation has been grown in Eng-
land for hundreds of years. Its tradl-

tions go ba k as far as the thirteenth

century, when it was introduced trom

pink.
It became a favourite in t •• cloistered

gardens of the monasteries in the Middh

Ages, but during the troublous times of

the ‘ ommonwealth it wa- r.»mo-t b»-t

to the country, an.l it was onlv the

per-everance and industry of the Dutch.

a ho had meanwhile taken up the im

pr> -vemenr of the flower, which saved it

from practical extinction.

They produced more than a hundred

new varieties. most of which were

introduced by them into England.
John Rea. in his "Flora.** published in

1865, enumerates no fewer than 360 good
varieties. Sin e that date the carna-
tion ha- been improved by florists out

of all knowledge, and it- varieties have

been multiplied a thousandfold.

The decisi »n of the Queen to carry a

bouquet of carnations at her Coronation

will, not unnaturally, increase the desire

of her subi* ts to grow their owi

tion-—if possible in their own gardens.

But it is necessary to offer a word or

warning.

The varieties submitted to the Queen
-Enchantress. Mr-. Lawson, and Wind

sor are al! winter-flowering or Ameri

.-an tree earnation*, and these have been

chosen for the very obvious reason that

the ordinary outdoor l*order earnation

does not bloom until the middle of July,
ami cannot easily Im* forced into bloom

at an earlier date, as i* the «*ase wita

the perpetual-flowering variety.

ITS MERIT*.

The perpetual-flowering variety i- an

\merican importation. It came to Eng-
was not

un: the cb'-ing y.<r- -f the nineteenth

century that it became really popular
in t’ae country. It- greatv-t merits

were that it could be had in doom con

tinually between trie months of o-to-

be r and Marcii. an 1 by delaying it-

_

tion and growing it carefully
indei glass. flower* it almost

any period of the year. Other advan-

tages which it gaim 1 over th<

carnation were the charming delicacy
and colouring of its lossoms. and th*

length of the flower-stalks, which ena-

bled it to be used th the finest ’•
for decorative purp»-e*.

CYPRIPEDIUM KING GEORGE V.

A handsome variety with large, finely-formed flowers, attractively coloured rose,
green, brown, and white. F.C.C., R.H.S.. October 11. Mr. E. V. Low, Ha ywards

Heath.

PERPETUAL-FLOWERING CARNATION EMPIRE DAY.

Colour. bright pink. A.M. R.H.S.. March 28. Raised by Mr Smith. Enfield Hight-
way, and exhibited by Messrs. R. F Felton and Son. Hanover Square. W.

SOOT FOR STRAWBERRIES.

There can be no question as to the
substantial xatue <»f -o«»t for practically
any crop that is grown in our garden-*,
and it should certainly In* u-ed in tin

strawberry plantation- with con-itlrruble

freedom. Iwcau-e it i- bound to do good.
Provided that it i* kept from the leaves,

it may Im* used moderately fresh: but

it i* always pieferable to have that
which has Uen heaped for a few months.
Before the application i* made, the sur-

face of the Im*<l should Im* loosened with
the Dutch hoe or pricked over lightly
with a fork, and as tlii- work proceeds,
eaery weed that ran Im* -een mu-t Im*

de-troyed. The rains will wa-h the valu-
able pro|M*rtie- of th* *oot into th*

groun 1 ami the plant- will derive ’em*-

tit from them, while Itefore that has
occurred the -o«»t will have accounted
for a few slug-.
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