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Sotalling 350,403, From this haye bom
patd dividends om prefrenor mnd ordinary
aharea, totalli 160,000, leaving arnl-
wble for distribution {200,405, Thia
the  directors proposs should ha
disposed of s foitows: dividend 4 per
eent on preference shares, £20000, mak-
ing 10 per cent for the year; dividend
6 per cent. on ordinary shares, £30,000,
tbonus 3 per cent ordinary shares, £15.000
making #fteen per ¢ent for the year),
tranafer to reacrve fund £200,000, mak-
‘fng reserve fund £1000,000; balance to
be carried forward £34,405.

Labour Administration,

The Hon. J. A. Miilar's challenge to
Labour. te throw the Labour Depariment
overboard if tre uniona were not salisfied
.with ita adminisiration, waa last
wroek made the aubject of am interview
by m “ntar” reporter with Mr. D. Goldie,
president of the Auckland Employers
Association. Mr. Goldie stated that ke
Bad vead the pasaage-at-arms between
fkbhe Minister and Mr, Moriarty, aecretary
of the Furniture Makers' Union. “I am
£]n.sed." said Mr. Goldie, “with the atti-

ude taken np by the Minialer whew he
states that he is prepared to carry out
ke Art, but not to let the wnions do a3
they liked. What I fear, and what evi-
dently the Minister kuowa, is that some
ngitators are inclived to preas the Gor-
ernment, through the Department [14
Labour, to so peraccule and barais the
employer that hia life becomes » burden,
and tn the eni the men themselves znf-
fer through the employer being driven
in eeli-defence to import rather than to
numpufacture goods under such condi-
diops. Tt iz extremely intereating in the
interview fo find such a reliable and ua-
&elfish man as Mr. Moriarty elaima to be,
Relling ma that two leading secretariea
of labour unions had told him that he
was an atanlute fool to fizht the Gor-
#rnment, becaunze he had lost all chance
wof a Government position; they were
fooking for such positions themselves, a3
they did mot propoze to he union secre-
Bariea all their lives. Statementa such
n3 these {continued Mr. Goldie} shonld
vpen the syes of the working men, who
by their coniributions are maintaining
mich, to th= fict that the agitator has
pot, in manv instances, their true wel-
fare at heart. but is only wvaing them
to live withont toil in the meantime,
with the ferther expectation that in the
end he wili be added t.. the already enor.
mous army of eivil arivants who are
maintained very larady by the toil of
the worker. Evidemce is forthcoming,
not only in New Zealand, hut alas ia the
Commonwealth, that the ordimry
wrorker ia getting twred oi the preseat
demands of 3uch men, and is looking for-
sard to a mnre reasonthie and sane way
of settling their differences than by that
now in existence™

Beveral prominent Labour men ware
spproached this morning regarding the
matter, but they declined to make any
gtaterpent. Tn onme instance the infer
viewer was informed that Mr. Morniarty's
views stood for the attitude of the
uwnions towards the Department.

Red-Hot Histery.

The queation of collecting inlormation
in eonnection with the fanrly history of
defectives was inlroduced at a meeting
of the Hoapital and Charitable Aid Board
by Mrs. Wilson, who urged that
the Board should sccure such informa-
tion and place it on record. Ehe said
that information about the families of
people who came to the Board's Institu-
tions would in after years prove very
waluable They knew that deal mutiam,
tuberewlosis, and paralyaia did not spring
out of the ground, and that there was
always the question of cause and effect.
Information of this kind, she auggested
wwould be invaluable to poaterity, ot
avhen & move waz made to deal more
eiringently with defecDes.

Mr. JF. D. Hall said that he thought
the Board shonld go right ahend with
tha people in the institutions, He did
not anticipate any difticulty, but a tact-
ful officer would be needed to obtsin
the information, The question of the
reliability of the information was entirely
another matter.

Rlr, W. W, Farmer aaid that the hia-
kaory of some of the families that applied

Ko the Board was well known. He knew

of families whose time bad been passed
between the Charitalle Aid Board, the
hospital and the gaol. Their Listory
was “red hot”

The Seccretary atated that thers was
wa record information dealing with the
people who bad participaled in charitable
aid relief during tha past 25 years It
did Dot deal with some of the guestions
St Mra Wilion wished Lo touch upom

Mre. Wilsom said that abe would like
tmlormation of the famlly history, the
mental and physical status, and other
matters.

Mr. Hall moved that the Charitahls
Aid and  Institutioms Committees should
hs recommended to preserve re-ords of
the parentage, mental and phyasical guali-
tiea and other particulars in connection
with the family history of defectives. The
motion was carried.

War with the Eaat.

During lhe course of his speech at the
University “capping ceremony” in the
Choral Hall last week, ihe (han-
cellor {8ir Robert Stout) dealt interest-
ingly with the struggle for superiority
amonget the nations of the wordd. To
day they beheld hitherto neglected races
organising, striving for knowledge and
for industrial auccesa, OF late yeara the
yellow race had come to the front. Fifty
years ago who would have belicved that

the srat of great manulactures. anl
China might becoms the same. Nation
was competing with Bation is Furope in
industrial enterprise, snd were our
people to be deemed to be mere hewers
of wood, drawers of water, produvcers
of wool. and of muitanr =-re the
higher firanchea of industrial enterprise
to be closed to our youtha? e hoped
not, bat we would fail and they would
{ail unleaa our peopla were educated
and kept phyasically fit.

Tramway Men's Mannera.

In reference to the statementn of Mr
T. H. Neabitt, town clerk of Rydn-y.
regarding the tramway avstem in Auck-
Iwnd, Mr Arthur Rosser, secretary of
the Tramway Employees™ LUnion, com-
mented on the remarks to a “Star™ re-
porter last week. He aaid he agreed
that it was = very Lad thing for Aueck-
land that the tramwaya were in  the
hands of a private company, but with

YA+ company to deal with., Tn the frsa
place it musdt be remembered that Auck-
land was the pioneer in elactric trae
tion fn KNew Zealand, and the Tt $im
cara in the firat place were found too
narrow for comfort, et the har-
ing been laid there cou™d I no incresse
in the wiuith of Ih* cara Regurdinx
ithe lack of venlilation, owing tu the
use of cloacd-up eara, the 1rpe that was
in use inm Wellington wnd the Nouthern
citics were abjicted to wvery much by
tramway-nen on aco it of the dargee
of their having ts clamber along the
fooiboard to collect faren. In Welling-
ton four or five cases of aerioua  and
falal accidents had tuken place thrmuph
mien having been knocked off their ear
by passing vehicles, and no arnaible per
aon would care te sce such & type of
car introdduoed into Auckland. In com-
clugion, said Mr Roaser, Mr Neshitt did
not seem to be alie to find a single
virtue in  the Auckland mervice. He
could on'y think thet the alate of
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THE NORTHERN RAILWAY.

The plan showa the eastern and western rouies inguired into by the Commission. and also & middle route, referred to in
the ervidence at Waikiekie, The middle route was sugge-ted wilh a view to giving a closer enmnection with Whangared.,
A branch line to Whangarei along the route indicated would early follow the constimction of the main line as fnr as the

the kingdom of Jepan would kave be-
come a world power? If they recalled
the ambassadors that left the kingdom
of the Rising Sun and visited President
Fuchanan in Washington in 1360, and
thought of the Japanese mation now
they might well say that it was one of
the marvels of the last and prescnt cen-
tury. The yellow race waa a strong race.
It was strong ln brain power. It was
strong physically, and its eivilisation
had forced it to study induatry nnd
peace. It had had muny drawhacks, but
Western enlightenment waa now penc-
trating even China, and passionately the
Chinese hLad engaged on the gquest for
Lnowledge. Who would forrtell what the
next filty yearas would snmowr 3In Mis
opinien, the Chinese kad mare brain
power than the Japanese, and judging by
what he had 7ead recently of the doings
in China, they are now beginning to or-
ganise and educate their people. It waa
not, in hia opiuion, a0 much a war with
China and Japan that they had to fear—
not & military eogngement—but indus-
trial competition. Japan was beeoming

paint indicated in the map.

regard to the critivisn of ennductors
Br Neshitt was very sweepiny in hes
opiniona.  (ther visitors to the  city,
while they managed to drop acrnss an
oceasional  disconrteons  trmumway-man,
had net hesitated to express an opin‘on
favourable to the bedy of men as n
whole. Where there were 330 to 408
men in the sorvice one must of neces-
sity cowme across men whn are not  tno
courteous and olliging, but to apply the
terms Mr Nesbitt had to the whule
of them was a criticiam of a wan of
a Dbilicua temperament, Tt must nnt
Le forgatien that Mr Neabitt is fresh
from a city whose tramway-men are
undet the heel of a deapnt like Mr
Knceshaw, Thia waa shown by the com
paratively recent tramway atrike in Syd
ney. in which Mr Kneeshaw, backed up
by the Govermment, mianaged to stamp
out the organised resiatance of the men
to measurcs thot were despotic in the
extreme,

Continuing, Mr Rosacr raid, in refer:
ence to the construction and appenr-
ance of Lhe cars, that was a matter for

health of My Neslitl whin he came o ¥e
wna not too gond,

MAYOR OF LOWER HUTT SiTw

WORD FOR CONDUUTORS.

The Mayor of Lower Hult, M. E. T
Dunny, uho is &t presenl on & visik te
Auckland, put in a good word fer the
tramwway conductors of the city, when
interviewed last werk,  “On cach of
my visita to Anekland,”™ said Mr. Bunay,
1 have received the greateal eonriesy
from the men on the ecirs. Being »
stranger here I have naturally hadi ta
ask Lhe eondurtora haw to reach variony
Places, and in every insianex the infor-
mation has been given me most ceilly.
Indeed, on gquite & numher of ocrasiona
men have gane ont ol their way in ex-
plaining to me how to get Lo my desti-
nation.™

“What about the econdition of Lthe
trameara?™  Mr. Tunny amiled sirmifi-
cantly. "I decline 1n say anything

sbout the ears” he aaid, “hut T do think
it's a gaod thing that anm-thing jx ahout
to e done in the way of slrect imnrove
went ™



