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The Industrial Peaitisn,

The statements made LUy certain mem-
bery of thy Farmers' Union st the Pro-
wincial Conference on Thursday, during
the discussion on Mr, G. W. Leadley's
molion, asking the Qovernment to ap-
point & Royil Commission to comsider
the pperation of the Arhitration Act,
were replied to by the presideat of the
Centerbury Tradea and Lalbour Council
(Mr. G. K. Whiting), and the secretary
of that body {Mr. J. Young). The opin-
ion expressed in Mr. Leadley’s motion
ihat the Art was serioualy rctarding the
development of the Dominion’s indusiries
was first dealt with. It was staled in re-
gard to this that the assertion waa re-
Juted by the recent representations made
Ly clothing manufacturers a2z Lo the
shortage of female labuour, which aurely
showed that this industry was thriving.
In Auckland the bool manufacturers re-
vently atated that there was a shurtage
of juvenile labour which bere out the
same contention. It was for Lhe public
1o decide whether the manuficturera
mere night, when they said in effect that
their businesses were expandiag mora
rapidly than the supply of labour was
fimcreaning, or whether ibhe  Farmers®
TUnion was right when it sail Lhai the
development of industries was being re-
tarded. Mr. Leadiey hid said that ithe
loaders of the workera condsmned the
Act, and saw it had brought about in-
dustrial slavery. Thia was dented by
Measrs. Whiting and Young, whe said
that in bheir opinton the Act bad brought
about a betier condition of affairs for
Isbour tham had ever existed before its
inception. The Act did not give fhe
workers all they desired, but it was a
step towards their gaol, which was to
ensure that the worker got the full pro-
duct of his lahour. The Act had done
an immemse amount of good in causing
the formation of amall wnions, aad in
preveating the unfair competiti=n which
exiated amongat emplovers hefore the
‘Act waa brought inte speration,

In regard to Mr. Leadley’s assertions
as to apprenlices making no effort to
learn their trade, the real positinon was
that the cmployers made no efforts te
teach the apprentices, and ik was the
continued practice of employera, when at-
tampls were made to introduce dawaes
into awards compelling emplayers ta
give efficient training to apprentices, to
ladge objections ng:inst such clauses,

. Mr. Sheat had said that Lhe Act had
put the bottom man an a level with the
top man. That was not the casze, whal
thad happened was thit in many indus-
tries the employer had made the mini-
mum wage his maximum wage. He wus
vompelled to pay his poorest workmen
the wages they were sutitled to, but he
would pay his heat workmen no more.  If
that system caused any restriction of
outpul the employer had only himself to
Idame. Mr. Bheat's comtention also
rather disceunted the claim employers
were always making that they always
prid men according to their ability. In
conclusion, Messrs. Whiting and Young
stated that they had no uvbjection to Lhe
appoiniment of a Roval Commission,
provided that the commission was in-
structed to investigate, not only the con
ditions of farm labour, moat of which
was outside the Act, but the canditions
of labour in all industries in the Pro-
minion,

Gevormer and ths Scheals

Mengra G. J, Garland (Cheirmun of
the Auckland Educstion Board), C. J.
Farr (ex-chairman), and E. K. Mulgan
{chief inapector) Imst woek conducted
Lord Islington Lhrough the Newtoa East
and the Devonport Schools, these two
being aelected as representing the pols
conditions of city schools in the matter
of air apace and elbow room. The
former school is situated in & demsely
populated arca where playyground space
for the wcholara is necessarily limited,
while the latter revels in pleasant sur-
roundings and plenty of playground re-
serve.” At each achool his Excellency
was received by a guard of honour pro-
vided by the cadata, and he addressed tha
children. At Devouport he presented
medals to pupils who had won them in
open awimmiug competitions, and one to
& lad who had been asuccesaful in a rifle
match. Much intereat waa taken by
Lord slington in an explanition by Mr.
Mulgan of the manner in which the
New Zesland ayatem had beem built up
on the experience of teachera who had
bBeen personally through the primary
*hools eourse; this being in contrast to
the British method of averlooking the
<laims of primary teachers in appoin
inapectors who had the responsibili
evolving the education methods.

The Parliamentary Elegtion.

" That the South Island will loss at
least twa scats as a Tesult of the census
ia assured, and in Oiago it is conveded
that eitler Taieri, Bruce, or Tuapeka
must go. If it ia the former, then the
ion. Thos, Mackenzie, Minister for
Agriculture, will be compelled to look
for & new home paliticslly, and it will
be the third time im auccession that the
Representative Commigsioners have
wiped the electorate he represents off
the map, .

Last week, whila in  Auckland, the
Minister was approached by a represen-
tative deputation of Government sup-
porsers, and asked, in the event of hia
seat in the South being taken away, lo
congent to eome Norlh next election,
and contest a constituency in the Awck-
lapd province, the creation of at least
one, and possibly twa, new - seats, being
used a8 an argumtent in favour of auch a
decision on his part. The Minister re-
plied that he thought it was possible
that the Representation Commisaioners
would once again rub him of his elector-
rte, but until the Commission had s1t
he thought it was only fair to hia con-
stitwents tn Lhe Talert that he shounld
take no action. In any case, even if
Tajeri were wiped out, he would not
adopt any definite course until he had
discussed the position with his colleagnes,
and considered to what part of the coun-
try lis services as 4 representalive woun'd
be of the most value. Ther:fore, whle
thanking the depalation for the dnvita-
tion extended to him, he could not at
present make any promis:s on the sub-
ject. i

Speaking to a “Star™ representitive
recently, the Hon. Mr.  Mackenzie
said it seemrd to him that the Novth
wonld have to gain at feast two or thres
seata, and he expeected the Commiision.
era would commence their work in a few
weeka' Lime,
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Domsstic Sarvant Preblam.,

AMr. T. Bedgwivk, who has played a
prowminent part in the quesiion of iw-
porting English boy labour. suggested
to & “Star” representative that an essy
solution of the problem would be Lo
import large parties of girls from Home,
and apprentice them to New Zealnod
migtiresses. Hundreds of good girls
would be willing to come under such

conditions. 1n the orphanages and ypoor
law schools ihere are forty
¥ housand grila,  well-trained, and

well-behaved, who would be glad to

‘accept apprenliceship if brought out lo

this country. This coulkd be done
through the New Zealund Labour e-
partment and High Commissionec’a
office, and a shipment brought out, pre-
ferably on a cargo boat fitted with dor-
mitories, where the girls would be under
Bupervision, and compelled to attend Iar-
gely to their ewn requirements.

Xand Taxation.

At & meeting of the Auckland branch
of the Labour party held last week, the
question of land taxation came up. The
Nelson branch of the Carpenters’ Society
wrole urging the following proposals by
the Land Values League be endorsed:—

(1) *That the Customs tariff, amount.
ing to am income fax of 3a 6d in the £
on the wages of working peocple, while
landowners and capitalista with an iu-
come of £10,000 pay only one Lalfpenny
in the pound, is an injustice so grosa
and shameful that the workers should
refuse fo vole for any Parliamentary
candidate who is not prepared to demand
ita immediate abolition.” (2} “That in
the opinion of this meeting the policy
8o ably advocated by Mr Arthur Withy,
general recretary of the New Zealand
Land Values Lengue, of untaxing labour
and lzlour products and taxing land
valres instead, is the only statesmanlike
pulicy before the country—the only pol-
ity that will bring to all classes of wage-
carners the economic freedom and jits-
tice they have ao long Leen denied-—und
therefore we enll upon the wage earners
of every constituency to close up their
ranks, and at the forthcoming general
election return candidates who will aup-
port Mr Withy's Iand policy, which i
now the policy of all true Labourites
in the Houmelond.” (3) “That copiea of
Lhese resclulions be forwarded to the
Acting Prime Minister. the Hon. Jas,
Carroll, M.P,, and to ine loczl papers.”

The proposat was fully discussed, and
it was then decided that a reply be sent
thzt the Party already had a plank in
its platform, and cowld not go owtside
it; that while the single tax idea of
land taxation could ba supported, the
Purty’s land reform proposals went fur
ther. -

Tt was decided to arrange for helding
A meeting ai an early date in order to
hear an address by Mr Withy on the
subject.

Boctariam Defense Corpa

Juterviened vo the defence quedlion the
Hun. Geo. Fowlds maid there seemed te
e wn impression that the Defrace De-
gartment hud eaconraged the forma-
tivn of denowinalivnal companics. That
was ool w0, BSo fur Lhe idea only ap-
plied 1o wenior cadeis, and even L(hews
tiust be pfficered by wffivers sclectad by
the Defence llepariment. There could be
e question of lhaving uuch companics sny-
where except for seninr cadets in the
Lig towns. The condilions of defence
scheme were primary groginphical, and
the force territorial, For Lerritorinia any
idea of denominatin: organization was
quite impossible. That nevor had been
for & moment entertuined by the Delence
Department, as recruits would ba drafted
inte already existing companies which
can never be in any
sense denominational
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NORTHERN STEAM SHIP COM.
PANY, LIMITED.

Wenthar ahd other cfrcamsiances per
mitilog, the Compauy’s steamers whil leavs

£8 under:—
For Ruasell,
CLANSMAN ... Every Mondew, at T &7
. For Russell, Whangaras, and
) Mangesunl,
CLANBMAN. .Every Wedowa, st 530 p .,
No Cargo for Rumsell,

For Awanni, Waiharara, Haubors,
Whangaros, and Mangenni
Every Monday, at 2 p.m

Thangarca and Mangounyl
For Whangaruru, Helous Bay, Trr
tokaks, and@ Whanpnakl,
PAEROA _..... Tnesdpy, it Feb., 2 p'&
For Great Barrier.
WA'OTATYI. Every Wednestay, m™auigit
For Walheks and Osremanidel,
LEAVE AUCKLAXD
DATIINE. .Every Mon., & Thurs, Forenoe
LEAYE CORNMANDEL, VIA WAIHEK:
DAYHNE. .Every Tues_ and Fel, Barf:

FROM ONEHUNGA. -
- For Hokiangn
CLAYMORE ,.....cce... ¥very Thursd:
For Raglau und Erwhis,
CLAYMORE.....cc.--eeor..EVery  Monday
- WHARKGARFEI SERVICE,
Nteamers Jeave Whangare! ay ubder;—
B. NCATI'HIL

Traln Whaogare: B.B. Coromande
to Whart, T.onven

Coods re- Pas Mangapal. Farey

eeived tlll Tialn Bay.
2ud—*I1eve, day, B.20 a.m. 7 Am 10 am,
41h—B43 nm. 11 am. No afr. 17 a.m.
&th—No cargo.  8.30 a.m No str. Ng mr,
Tth-——R.A% AU 1 pm. I) a.m. No atr,
Dth—1I1.45 a.m. 8 p.oi Noon, & pm.
11th—11.45 .m0 3 pm No str. 3 pm,
13ib—Np cargo. 9.30 am. No str, No ate
14th—SCeevs. day. B30 am. 8 am. No ntr.
16th—8 45 a.m. 11 s 8 g 11 g,
18t .43 a.m. 11 mm. No str, 1 a.m.
th--No enrgo. O30 nm. No atr, No sty
21at—8.45 nan. 11 am. 10 am. No str
24rd—1145 am. 2 pum 11 am 2 pm,
25th- RA3 a.m. 1 pm Xo str. 1 pim.
274J- Np rarge. 030 am. No &ir. No gir,

28th—*Preva day. D0 a M. R Am, No atr
sGonda otward Ly steamers lenving on
following dntes, wiz: — 2ud, dth, 11ih,
141h, 1Uth, 13th, 2ist ond 28th, muat o
from  up-connitry statlons b afternoon
NORTHERN B8 CO, {.‘I‘D‘.
Agenta. .

AND
=

—nam-‘

STEAM NAVIGATION

COMPANY.

Btcamars for LONDON, c\!!hw‘ut SYDNNEY. MELBOURNE. ADRLAINE FRE.

MANTLRE, COLOMUID, ADKN,
MOUTH. ‘with liberty 1o ozll b

MARSEILLES, GIBKALT
HRININSL as undar;

AL, nnd  PLY-
connecting ab Port

Said with the 30-knot slsnmars 1314 aud OITRIS for Brindisi -

[P
Steamers. Tona. Captalns. 8yd ;‘n:'.
MALWA - 1,000 . C. H 9 Tocgwe, R.N.R .. L 3
MACEDONTA .. M .. C. Tk Bennoitt, RN R - . - J‘I‘l‘l‘l‘a ir
MARMORA ~.. 1050 .. . H.C. Woston, RN.R. - - July 1
IND1A “ 8000 8. W, Gonlon . i o dwly 1B
) NEW ZEALAND BERVICKE,
Loave and
Steamern Tons. Captains, Aviekl
Moldaris .. 10000 K. H. Gorton, R N.R, | Nav. 21,
Mooltan .. .. 10,000 . It L. Haddock, R.N.R. .. Irec. 11

Calllng at Botwbny.

RATKIOF PASSAGRE MONEY.-8in
#7518/ and 2131 avallnble for twa yours,
Spccinl Heliday Ticke'ate Coloniho, avajluble for two monthe; Walurp
es from Bydney, £11. First Ss'amn: €2} 9cennd Saloon ; plas 1t porcanl. Pas
money can ba paid hers for Paswaga.fron Bnginnt. |'a|wnm:n arriving in

Japunh
¥,

*Calling st Hobark.

%ls to Lonion, £IT #/- ro 443; Raturn,

Tourists’ ‘Tickets ([ndis. China. asd

Bydnay by neirast connosting ale smer may yroznod an hoard at ance.

Pavsengorsembarking st Auokland for Anstra'lna Ports md
nrivu{l;gu of ubaring o1 bowed dacin wteamers dotention nt 3ydany,

urapy hnve the

&30 3losuierd ATa lostaliod with wirelows Letography.
For Freight and Passagza apply to HUSSKLL & 30WMER3, Custom Birest

Weut. Auckland,




