
NEW CHRYSANTHEMUMS.

IBBUM3 AND SPORTS AT
ntlson show;

***"& sjMMt

tuuaas wwee brought under th* antic* at
«t th* ru*i Mae Oijnrn.

Ihenna* Shaw, and eertifiartM wer*
Bfl loilows: —

Vinta-daw certificate# to Mrs. Merrick
fie pure white reflexed Japanese seed-
Imft ohrysantbemum “Mr#. X & Mte-
rick”; abofur loom petalled white Jap-
Boate seetUiag* ** FJmirtrTh ’*

Certificate of merit to Mrs. Merrick for

terxa-eott* loose petalled seedling Japan-
ese Chyrsanthemum, “ Mr. A. T. Ma-

ginnity.”
Certificate of merit to Mr. Bort Tasker

for cm>emy buff sport from Japanese
rhcysanthemum Sunstone. “ Ethel May
Steke*’*-

Certificate of merit to Mr. W. H.

Rimpson for cream incurved sport from

Japanese chrysanthemum Percy, “ Tot

Wakwtu.-
“

Mr. A. T. Maginnity ” is after the

dragon type. The bloom which was

hwarded the certificates measured Si
inches across. If, antoher year, it

comes a little fuller, it will be a valuable

yariety.
There are great possibilities in “ Mrs.

T. S. Merrick/* as staged this yea*—ite.
first. It was a grand teom. 9 inckes

herossj. and pertert is ipwntoj.
ElizabatV tfier en—pnniiMa wlfite,. ww

not quite s» goodU haC gmte things are

hoped ter te ttte waciatty * at seaaora

The apnate wmn nor. awarded firat-ehew

vertifimite*. teta only aMteteates of ■awrilf

until tees- provs te be -*fa»st ~ “Bteff
May Ttekar— was • wmiy nice Moon,
■jvhile '‘Tai. Wakactr-* wte » decided break

from its parent “Percy,- (silver and

pink), and, threw one bloom which meas-

ured 22" inches in circumference.

THE INTRODUCTION OF SWEET
PEAS INTO ENGLAND.

- Great singers often say that they. do

not require to know anything about

the anatomical structure of the vocal

organs. Similarly, we can all grow the
sweet pea in complete ignorance of its

history. Many of us, however, find
an additional pleasure in. trying to learn,

all that is. “on the books,” as the lawyers

Bay, about our floral favourites. As

regards, the sweet pea*, it is strangp- to*

think that, while it hast been pown
in England for upwards of two- fam-
dred yem% to all intents sat gMKpoaes
its hisfagy, as flan as Stea ymßrr.nt muni)

is hna been< nab wMIm. 1A»
last fifty yearn

In tte year 1699* shews- dtontt *«■>*
a monk, named Cupani. Ins Bin spam
time this holy man studied she thus off
his beautiful island; anti Sfe ftnan in-
cluded the sweet pea. Jfot that he so-

named it. When he sent seedh to an.

English correspondent, Dr. Uvedale, a

schoolmaster at Enfield, Middlesex, he

described the flower as Lathyrus <Ks-
ioplatyphyllos, hirsutis, mollis, magno et

peramoeno, flore odoratissimo, purpureo.
It takes my breath away to write it all
down. Fancy being obliged to use this

unwieldy cognomen in these days of

hurry and- scurry!
Well, such were the simple circum-

stances attending the introduction of the
sweet pea into Great Britain. But the

plant had already been referred to in

botanical works. It was mentioned, for
example, in the “Histbriae Plantarum”
of Johannes Bauhinus, dated 1650. John
Bay, of London, alluded to it as Lathyrus
major e Sieiliae in his “Hfstoria Plan-

tarum,” published between 1686 and 1704
In addition to the seeds which Cnpani
Bent to Vvedale, he sent some to Casper
Commelin. and what was, apparently,
the first illustration, was prepared from

Bowers grown from these- seeds. This
picture appeared in the “Horti-Mediei

Amstelbdamensis.” Subsequently, J<a
amais Burmannis, in 1873, described

lawhyrua zeylanieus, and spoke of it as

differing only from the La thyrus of

Cnpani in the variety of the flower.
Further experience proved that they
were one and the same species, and from
that apeeies all modern sweet peas have

been derived. So now to our eweet

flea sowing, and thanks, and ever more

thaalra, to the Monk of Sicily!

J. CUTHBERT HADDEN.

CORRESPONDENCE.

Dear Veronica, —Will you kindly tell
me if any kind of pot or vaae would db

foe growing bulbs in mnaa fibre, similar
to the lily of the valley in Itat week’s

issue! Is. there really no drainage what-

ever! I inquired at a florist’s here for ths

special bowls, and they said there was *

hole in them, and they had some last

season; that they were 35/ a set, which I

thought rather expensive. I should be

very glad to know a little more about the
culture of them.—“Daphne,” Wellington.

[Yes, almost any sort of pot or vase

will do for growing bulbs in rnoes fibre,
and there is no drainage. We do not know

anything about the cost here of the

special vases for this purpose, but Mr.

Sydenham's English price is from 7/6 to

10/6 per doaen, according to sine, and

bowls 15/ per dozen. We have on several
occasions given directions for growing in
moss fibre without drainage, but in re-

sponse to our correspondent we have

pleasure in re-stating the salient points
for success in this intereting mode in

growing plants for the home. The moss

fibre should be thoroughly dry. and, if

hard or lumpy, press through the hands

till quite loose. The fibre is then

mixed with a little ground shell

sate water till every particle is

■sial; tet te careful not to allow

any garb te ih te heeome ttor wet. Place
ssmtßte rim off* bite te charcoal in the bot-

te* te te vase or bowl; then cover with
• MgMW te ter* manteftte according to

tite depth te the vase, but not less than

teeoe rwrhew Then ptant the bulbs on

the fibre. H more than one bulb
in- planted, see that they do not

touch each ether, as they axe very liable

to mihiew and rot Cover the bulbs with

more fibre to within half an inch of the

top te the vase, taking care to place the

fibre well round each bulb, but do not

press it down too tightly. The vases are

then placed in the dark, a fell venti-

lated room or cellar will answer, but on

no account put them in a close cup-
board or confined airless room. Practic-

ally, no attention will be needed for the

first two or three weeks, but after that

examine them regularly at least once a

week, water being given when necessary.

Great care is essential in keeping the

moss fibre moist, and not really wet or

too dry. This is really the secret of sne-

cess. If rhe fibre gets too dry, even for

a short time, it may cause the bulbs to

go Wind; and on the other hand, exces-

sive moisture causes the bulbs to decay.
When the bulbs have made about an

inch te growth, gradually remove them
to the light. The following sorts of

bulbs can. be grown by this method:—

Fteesiaa. hyacinths, narcissus, Illiums,
Klv te the valley, sehillas, etc.,

VERONICA.

Daffodil Notes from New South
Wales.

The grower of daffodils in the coast

district te New South Wales, though ob-
taining fairly satisfactory results, especi-
ally from the early blooming varieties,
is quite taken out of conceit with him-

self when brought face to face with

flowers grown in the mountain districts

where climatic conditions are more fav-

ourable. Still, there is a place for both,
and as the mountain-grown flowers come

in much later than those grown in the

milder climate of the coast, they do not

come into competition to any great
extent.

During the early part of September
I had the opportunity of repeating the

pleasant experience of several past years
by spending a charming week-end with
Mr. Arthur Yates at his picturesque
bulb farm at Exeter, where I was for-

tunate enough to catch many of the

newer daffodils at their best. When I

say "newer” varieties it must, of course,

be understood that imported bulbs, tak-

ing as they do from two or three seasons

to acclimatise, are classed here as novel-
ties long after they nave ceased to be

so looked upon in England.
Mr. Yates is a largs grower, and at

present has about twelve acres under

daffodils, holding large stocks of the

standard varieties, together with a good
choicer kinds, comprising in all not

fewer than 400 varieties, besides a large
series of seedlings in atl stages of

and ever-increasing collection of the

growth. In addition to daffbdils, atten-

tion is devoted to tulips, paeonies. Iris in

large variety, ornamental trees and
shrubs, while a portion of the ground*

is specially reserved for seed-testing.
Passing thaswgh gyrat breadth* te fite*
eeps numbesgd by the- hundred ten*naw*,
extensive ted* at Emperor and Esapraa*
Sir Watkin, and other standard varie-

ties, rows upon rows af Poeticus—ow-

nstux, praeeox. Poetarum, Almira, and

grandiflorna—l found myself suddenly
brought up almost with a gasp, for

before me, rank upon rank, where many

of the “blue bloods” of the daffodik
world, veritable aristocrats hitherto
known only from catalogue deueri prion*
and associated with prices altogether be-

yond the resources of a slender purse.
dpaee- will not permit me to- do more

than briefly criticise the varieties, which

most appealed to me, and of these there

were so many that I can well afford to

pass over the items in which I was dis-

appointed. Of yellow trumpets King
Alfred- all round held pride of place for
size, combined with barance and extreme

refinement. Van Waveren's Giant' and

Olympia, huge and striking, but some-

what coarse by contrast; Monarch and

Lord Roberts, of great beauty and re-

finement; Fred Moore, Golden Nugget,
Shakespeare, Glory of Leiden (rarely
good near the coast). Golden Bell, Ad-

miral Togo, and Mona (a Victorian

seedling), all in good form: while Em-

peror Constantine, a gigantic Emperor
of great refinement ano fine constitution,
was one that specially impressed me. This

variety, imported as an unnamed seed-

ling, will unquestionably make a name

tor itself when better known.

As against the giants, the Johnstonii
varieties Queen te Spain and J. Bennett-

Poe were much in evidence, their dainty
beauty being quite * restful e.ffeet and

affording an excellent foil to the gran-
deur of their majestic brethren. Of
bicolor trumpets Weardale Perfection,
seen in considerable quantity, was voted

the first place te honour, with Duke te

Bedford a close second. Mrs. Moretand-
Grosfield i by no means a noveltyt was

large and showy and of very pure col-

ouring—this variety ran T. A. Dhrrieir

Smith very closely; while Coronet, with

its splendid frilled trumpet, wan not to

be lightly passed over. Mme. dtr Graaff

was in plenty, and in spkmdid. condition,
as was Mrs. J. B. M. Camnr; but the

earlier wbires, a number, te which are

about to be discarded, were, » a whole,

past their best.

Among the Leedsir varieties. J was

specially, fascinated with Diana and Her

grand cup, beside which that te Aaiadhe

is test. White Queen was magnificent
and well worthy of. all: her champiom

ships, while White Lady, Maggie
and Elaine made a trios of ehaening
ladies-in-waiting.

Of the incomparabilia E consider that

Homespun stands alone as a model te

balance and refinement; but Lemon

Queen, seen for the first time, was per-

haps the most noticeable-, while Noble.

Soltotare. Orangeman, T.ucifer Ewith- tax.

splendid red cupK Lulworth- and LadM
Mtegoret Boscawen. all had tSnir indi»

ridual attractions, Albatooea,. with rfs-

more satisfactory twia aiafisn SeaguH. ;nnd)

Che two reputed sporto femr- Bh*te: com

spieuus (-Latfig Godiva aste Btanston*

wei» te their best;, tftor. tate-naraedi.
which Ibate an* pnevioategr **>h;»» '*ppoe-

timity, te seeing ia wtny- toveJJc
A propo* te too tendency te Barri con-

spieuus to> sport, it ma-g be- mentioned

that it has- given te least one spurt in

■Sydney, whieir very closely resembles.

Lady Godiva. In the Parvi section the

glowing cups of Firebrand, Orestes and

rendered them very prominent.
Zenith was much in evidence, while the

exquisite purity of old favourites such

as Ellen Barr and. Falstaff. as seen in

the mass, still hold a good position in

spite of the many new acquisitions. lit

the Eugleheartii section Incognita re-

minded me somewhat of Queen iiophia,
while the sight of Circlet assured me that

I had made no error in-ordering it. As-

tradente, too, with its brilliantly edged'
flat cup, is a very striking variety.

Triumph, Jaune a Merveille, Elvira and*

others, judging by the brave show they
made, indicate that the Poetaz varieties

revel under Australian eonditions, andi

for decorative purposes should prove in-

valuable.

While the older Pbetieus forms are

grown in large quantities at Exeter,
many of the later creations, sueh as

Homer, Horace, Chaucer, and Dante; are

now making a show aud proving wortfay

representatives of a section which, in

my opinion, embraces the gems of the
Narcissus family.

A series of seedlings, most of them

blooming for the first or second time,
were to me of special interest; but as

they represent the results of crosses

made chiefly from the commoner varic,
ties, great results cannot lie looked for.
Still, it was encouraging to find here

and- there seedlings of great promises io>

eluding an exquisite pure white Tarv(
sonmmtot te tri* type te Etheseul. which
wiD serttetey be a pria* if it develops
welk A* Mv. Yates has of xennat years
been working exclusively from the bet-

riwvwrieties, his many thousands of seed
lings, -ow in all stages of development
should help largely m the future to pro-
vide a race of local varieties better
adapted to Australian climatic conditions
teas are many of the imported kinds.

H. SELKIRK.
Sydney, Jiew South Waves.

Yatesautumn
LIST.

Spring Flowering MU
For planting now, acclimatised
and true tu*name.

Sweet Peas
We make a specialty of these,
and offer the finest oolieeUon
obtainable in Uie Dominion.
All eaooapk 1911 Novel ties- age

grown and tentoil on. our Buek-
tandSeed Fann..

Sow Now

Yatcsr Mmo
Coileetion af IS Strains- St.
potefte*

t -A .

Braml RMMrStris
Stadt frfasWL

IcgeUHe Sceis
Fur sowing NOW.

■mate flaw *atoWave*> **■* Wm*

Arter YdtsK Co.

faat

AUCKLAMD.

TM.E FtXKST

ar« Grown from

HA£KAY’S SEEDS
808.AHTUMN SOWING—We have splendid

warietien.of :ipring Rloweriiqj Hulba. Per-
rauial Flower Seeds. Vegetable Seeds,

WWBi KOtt CATALOGUK; then -cud a
trialorder.

•» SsamanaSi-nsr-Acrrou.

CNLKWT **. MACKAY
s®sQsmmt Xouan

AUCKLAND
A«ent fw Lippiatt's Rom*.

Roses Roses
Largest, fewest & Most

Up-to-date ii| the

Southerq Hemisphere.
2MOM Plants in variousF-tnga®; Now and Rare

Nuveitios. iuciudii»K Rayon D Or

Write for Catalogue.

W. E. LIPPfATT,
Nurseries, Ota.hutiu

Genend Collection—OurSelection.$;-
PurehaaerBSelection. Ift/-

tei

Every oue who .vtiutik a tew extra choice

thiugs iu the way of.

BULBS, FLOWERS OR VEGE-

TABLES
should send at one to

W. F. BVCKXALND, Cambridge,

for catalogue.

WHAT TO DO WITH GHBT HAIH

Use BHA.AIW Vd-G+TTAOI.H HAilt UV«

and >aain your hair it* iiatnrte colour. HIM*
nbade required wheu orderiug. Simple,,
harmless, certain and comteetely an«'re»sfM>
.V| metallic bn«re. Irving purely vegetMHe:
Conveniently applied in the privacy of your
.vwn room. 3/8 bottle, post free. -Mia*
Clough. Ladle*' Depot, 44 George- rttrete
IVnueile.
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