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May 1M
Oup Corsmatiem Gift

NERE were many nosts presaed
agninet e show wimdow glass
of a jewellers' shop in Lambton-
goay yesieriuy, and many pairs

cf envious eyes ganing st the precions
gold muget which is to go to King
George a3 New Zealand's Corunation gift,
The present is, indexd, one “ft for a
Eing.” but tleere doesn't seem o be any
particular popular enthusissm about it
1 tistened to & few of the remarks from
the garers at that window, sed moet of
th = who had anything to say about it
seemd to wonder what om earth ihe
Government wanted to give the sugeet to
King George for. It i valued at £420—
the nugmet afone, 1hat ie; the elaborate
mouwiting must add & very considerabie
sum to that. And the man in the sireet,
when be larned that faet, mutiered
something in bis tetth about it being a
somwthing waste of momey. The mugpet
stand: on a2 solid rock of sitver, eontsin-
irg somcwhere about 400 ouner= of sil-
ver: beeide the rock etamde a molid sitver
firure of & miner guarding the golden
treasure. The rock again stande om &
beantifal bace of totara-kmwot timber.
prevosione,  and  gold  supported by
four maseive milver elaws, The nng-
gt weighs  %ox.  12dwta. and 600
ounces vl mlwr s wsed in the
muonnling. A plate beats Lhe inserip-
tion:—G.RIL. From the Government
and the people of New Zealand, 19107
One hopes that “Georpe Rex iwmperater™
will vahre that nogpet as it should b
vilued, and rememiter that # eame from
the West Coust of New Zenland, where
all the goed Seddonites live, and where
more rain (21l and more whicky e drunk
than anvwhere it Awciralazia.  And if
King Gvorge conhd only be percaaded to
éarry it in his <tate chariot at the com-
ration. or b pholographed with it in
Westmic<ter Ables, or dn  mmething
with it tost woubd be cabled all over the
world te (he exereding preat advertime-
meut wnd chordieation of New Zewiand,
we shoutd frel that we had wot went that
£4=. wugget ia vain

The Kayveit Comri-mprtial

1 looked im ai the Knyvrtit Conrt-mmr-
tial oa the opening day this week, It was
4 real Couwrt-martial this time —quite an
impreesive. even dramatic, afair, Fall-
dress uniforms made the big room look
like s review day, and Uolorels were a8

lentiful there as M.Ps wenally are on
Lmblon Cay. Ope thing that struck
ona im that Courl-martial wae the great
cate exercised by the President (Colomel
Heard) in the opening formalities. and
andtber waz that every Iatitude was ex-
tended o Mr. Knyvert and his officer-
covanml im the ocosduct of the defence,
The Court President wasz evidently deter-
minred that the wimost eonsideration
skould be given the military prisoner. and
that there shonld B po room for amy
eomplaint of imformal or epesided pro-
coedings.

The Jecizion of the Court had not been
made known at the lime of writing.

Eapitd Island ax & Bird Sasctaary.

Historie Kapiti laland has been & good
deal in the publte exye this week, a3 the
resuit of & visit to the wland made la=z
week #nd by the Hon. D, Rudde asd Mr.
W. H. Fwld. MP. Mr Fixhi. who is an
ecthu-ia-t om tl= =ubpct of Kapitd, itz
Evnie beaaties, and its mative birds io-
dueml whe minirter 1o maks the trip, run-
nizg across by oil lanne from the meuth
« Wiikinae River. A1 Kipiti the
visiters siaved ree pight with the hatf-
euite ek f Homi Materza v who was hios-
tand «f the late colohratad Nirlia Martin,
tive Mari “rawe Darling ™ of Wakapn-
1.4, 2l the wword richt with Mr
FEatard flenty, U rataralisi-recluse,
ww bae mivnt peariy tweriv ¥orre as
rtvlian ! the thovernmeat bird canc-
trarrs. The Governmen! nwrz foar-
£itas of Kapitd: the rest s owned By the
Manyiz, wha run shep al the portdern
A i the falamd.

The Minieter xayy be is imprec.ad with
the valwe of Kapiii as 3 pative bird
sanciuary, and 1 sotsoe that some writers
In the prems adveeate that huiss eoeuld
b plared there—waen the Govsrmometd
Fisele 1 calhi-g them. From &y

on hnikdge of Esgpiii, hewever, I

T.

don't think it would br & suitable place
for the huis, of any other of the rarer
native birde, The icland i everram with
wihh grate and cherp, which bave de-
wiroyed most of Lhe amall wndergrowih:
snd (s foresi, of which there in & good
veal, has kat much of its pristine lux-
wriance, Wikd birds lovn the drep amd
ayried bunch, and ehould the Government
ever be fortunate enomgh to eapture a
pair of huias the proper place for them
woukd bt the Litthe rrier Tsiand, in
Ihe Heoraki Gulf, There iz the forest
primeral.  Awother drawhack to Kapiti
a2 a bird samctmary is the presence of
wild cats. They should be shot ent, amk
Lhis is by mo mwans an easy task.

But in spite of everything, Kapiti, I
am glad to sy, is the home of mar»
interesting native birds, one or two of
which are alrcady wearly exiinet om the
mainkaad. When [ was camped there
ome yoare ago I was delighied to Gmid
ihat the makomako, or beilbird. was very
plemtiful and wery tame.  VWhen wo
climhed through the bush 0 Tilere
moans, the higheat point. some 1,700 feet
above the sem, overlouking the wild wes-
term clifla, the bellbirds were all around
e, minging werrily and ringing their
tiny bell-motes and striking what soanded
like tiny wilver amvils iw their litthe
threats, The tui, too, is plentiful, Even
i it were only beraunse of the beilbird,
Kapiti would de worth preecrving as s
sanciuary. T motice that there is a sug-
gestion to turn the island into & sovdi of
sammer pleasare resort for people from
the mainland. There ate somg reasons
in favour of thix, but I am afraid that
once the sumamer pleasmrer is admitied
to the island in anything like numbern,
the tharm and waloe of . Kapiti as &
Ttapu” spot for shy birde will quickly
vanish. Fortubadely Kapiti is separated
from the mainland by several miles of
wittimes stoomy sea. and it has no very
ool landing-plee. AN this i in fa-
voar of the birds

The Prsgress of “Roddy.”

The Hon. “Roddy™ MeKenzic i= basking
in the Il glare of the limelight thess
dayr, and emjoying it bugely. The big
Weet Coat nugort mamed after him—
why. only the Eord and "Hoddy™ ksow—
m to grace the Kiags Coromation, and
incidentally wdveriise “Roddy™ and hia
loving coumtry. And wow the masterful
exwoniracior bas just completed & grand
Wur chromgh Farkmski in bis eapacity
s Minister for Publio Works. A report
to hand goes to show ithat Taramaki §s
quiet dawed as the result of the Hom,
“Rosddy™s™ visit, and i robbing its eyes
hard and holding ive {0 its aching head.
For "Roddy” McKenzit is quite walike
any Minister of the Crown that Taramaki
has ever entértaimed, aot excepling evea

Mr, Sedden. He is said to out-Seddon
Feddon—hia  biunt cutspokenness, his

wax of calling a spade emphaticaily a
spade, his wonderful emdurance as’ an
alfterdinner walker, and his “ferocious
energy,” which, acording to & Tarapaki
paper. has cleam kopockad out two of his
seeretarive.  Hi: expesition of politieal
ethics made litzie Opunake siz op and
take woiice, A departation asked him for
# railway to eomnet Opunake with the
great  rowds-dowdy  outside  world.
“Roddy™ drew Rims<lf up 1w kis falf
beight juss like a Quida hera. and,
scowling fn hi: fierrest eontractor man.
wer. asked in hand, level tones: “Howr can
yoa expect & railway whea you retgmn
Oppocition members, and the Oppositicn
i+ always protesting agninst borrowing ¢
Thi= way of dooking at ik capeired the
depatation entiretr, They couldn think
of anythirg w sy i8 reply that womld
adnjuaiely express their feeliogs and at
the rame time placate the implacable
Iwking Minister. Perhape theyl take
the Bint Dow and relurn a membst who
will be of exactly tke desirad palitical
bne.  Then. but mt i then. whey may
enine and a-k_“"Raddy” amaia for thatg
Tai®ay.

Another invident of the Taramaki tour
wac 2 mimmificent fmnqist to the Mipis
ter a2t Whansamomoma-in-the Bnsh.  Ig
wais the biorst thing of the kind Wha-
nrimonrona hae ever kpown. and Wha-
nmmomesa is pearly eighteen years old.
and knows a thisg or two, It did itseli
rrowd. and the speeches ef fiery friend-
ship made should jor ever bind together
the great bearts of “Rodds” and ke
Whanmmomora eitizene. Tt s alleged
thag tie beer was fnslly broughtl in =
tie bapguetiry hall in wa<d jugs and
bl 1t wWas & great pighd emudily—

one that must have reminded the Minis-
ter of bis beloved West Comst.  And if
Whasysmomons itet dou't »eed b bum-
Wy petition vve Boa “Roddy” fon & rail.
way, they know their duty, and wyote
myally for the Government, and the muils
from Btratiord are ¢loss up to their
township. Whatever Opunaks thinks of
the Minister for Public Works, lhere ia
Do doubt that his memory i enshrimed
deep im Lhe big, lving beurt of Whanga-
[ T

East Const Rallway.

The proposal has been made by Mr. J.
. Gunsun, chairman of the Hiilways
Committee of the Auckland Chamber of
LCommerce, that a public swetng sbould
be Meid to proiecl againit whai he bas
iermed the evident intention of the
Governnent to neglect Aucklind rail-
wars, and parbicularly  against  the
action of the Govermment in agnoring the
c¢laims of Auckland with regard tv the
East Coatt railway by esuablizhing a
bramch of the Public Works office at
Napier, and rvigorously prosscating the
live from that ¢nd, thus piumately link-
ing ap Gicborne with Wellington beivre
commuuitation with Aucklami is estab-
Tished.

With this proposal and etatement the
member for Bay of Pleniy, M. W. D &
Maedonald. who is at present in Auck.
land, certainly does not agreee Few
people hase a more intimate kmowledze
of the Eazt Coa:t route, and the coun-
try it penetrates than the junmior Gow-
erament whip Speaking o = “Star”
representative last week Mr.  Mage
donaid said that, persomally, he was
most interested im the early establish-
ment of commuuication between Auck-
lawd and Gisborme, bat he thought the

thmber on the deck, when b dipped
the ruil imte the wa. A
tite booy was threwa at ewce, bt the
sailor faBed %o reach R, sad though &
boat was got away prompilly 4 was tow
ate %o effevt & rencus. The = -

Deleetives Lewin, Andrews, and Cam-
eron accomplished & wmart piece of work
on Baturday im the recovery of & gveat
quantity of wvaliabler, property beln{
ing to privaie individoals, and vhe We
Lington City Counci. PFor some times
pasi barglary after barglary has een
reported (o the police as Narizg heen
cflected im various parts of the wocy,
Deteetion waa diftfeenlt, bui finally the ar-
rest was made of & man ©f abont 313
Fears of age. lhe nexi siep was v re-
covet the property, Woich cemsisted of
rimrs, watches, sitver eigareiie cases, ekl
coins, pictures, sothimg, boots, and ebher
ariicles. Mosi of ibe plumder has mow
been Tecovercd, It had beem cenesaded
on some reclaimed land beyond Waierloa
Quay, snd in places lamuir te the de-
{ectives.

The dates nnd places of the burglaries
were as  follows: —David  Williamaow,
Grant-road, March 18; Phillip Nathan,
Hilloireet, and W. C. Gasquoine, Hill~
street, March 22; Dr. C. P. Knight, Bol-
tou-street, April 15; Rithard Pilling,
Adelaide-road, April }3: N, Jaecobs,
Toorsdon Quay, Aptil 17; and Algar Wil-
liams, Hobyon-atreet, May 3. -

Coins of value whikh bad been stolem
from the Newtown Museum were also

Auckland Chamber of Commeree wonkd
lay iteelf open to ridicule by taking up
such an attitude a3 that supgested by
one of its members.  The Government
whs this year spending more money on
the East Coast railway iham in any
previous year, and was pushing the con-
struction of the line om an mapidly aa
ever it could. To zay that mo attempt
i link up Gisborne with Napitr ssould
be made until communieation with fpck-
land was firsl established. was simply
ridicaiows. The Government did not buiid
rilwnys for any one pariicular town,
tut for the Daminion a: a whole, and
Aucklami would only make itzelf a
taughing stock if it sagresfed 1bat ihe
Governmen} should pursue such a short-
sighted policy as the construciion of the
East Coast raitway only between Gis-
borme and Awckiand. Consiruction work
waa being pushel on with commendable
Tapidity at the Gisborpe and Taoranga
+nds, and the Government was pursuing
a really active poliey. The settlers be-
tween Gicborne and Niapier had been
erying nui for a railway for 20 years:
¥et Awckland declared they should wait
at least anotber 10 years hefore any
atiempt was made to give them what
they wanted. At present the line ex-
tended morth from Gisborme for 42
miles, to Matawai. From Tauvranga to
Paewparoa 23 miles of formalion work
kil been eompleled. That left 10
miles to link wp vim Opotikic.  To the
latter place eonstroetion would be easy.
The 40 miles hetween Opotiki and Mot
would be moat -difficult of sH. From
Gisborne to Napier ihe distance to link
up woald be ahoal 120 mitea, and in his
opinion ecommunication wonld be estab-
B-hed simulianecuslv hetween Napicr
ani Gisborne. and Gisboyne and Awck-
Tand, iz H} years® tfme.  Awvckland had
nothing to be afraid of by e commence-
ment of the NapierGishorne commection.
Un this. he beiieved, a start would be
wade this winter at the Gisborne end.
In the meantime the Fast Coast line 20
Opotiki cou’d be pushed on from Te
Puke over. tazv eouniry Uwice as faet,
and twice ne iocxpensive tn work as that
betweon Gishorne and Napier. en that
Anctland worll e in touch with the
whote of the Bar of Pleatv long before
the steel mai’s had been Tai] between
Napier and Qlsharme. S0 long a= the
Reveramert astively praceaded with the
work porth of Sisharne, Mr. Mscdonald
< id he anite failad ta ere the syeands for
anT abiecticrm to a2 start heing made
=uth of that place.

Lost Ovwerboard.

Jean Yrviquel. a younz Frenchman who
¢came to Lytteton a rozr azo om the
Franch barque Maris. waa Yok grerhoard
from the schooner Elizz Firth oo Thors-
day moruinz. The schooner was on the
Tovaze 10 Lytielton, ani whem off Rie
phin 1:land, the crew wes eal'ed 1o
sharicn sads Wilguel was staming oo

d, as well as a large quantity of
plates ent from books in the Wellington
Puhl"lc Litrary. .

Compulsory Life Insuramrce.

Tie Mayer Christchurch (Mr, T
E, Taylor, MP) rematked o =a
reporter on Momday that he favowr-
ed the Jatw Sir Harry Atkineon's
wheme for compulmory mational life in-
sarance, and the case came uader hig
votice recently confimaed him M the be-
Nef that life insoranee should be a State
monopoly. The caze referred to, be said,
whs that of = working man’s wife, wha
was induced by a canvasser in 1596 to
iake oat am imdwsirial policy. £he waa
to pay sixpenco per week umtil she
Teached the age of 35, and she would re-
etive £24. The policy malured recently,
and she was offered £12 in full setile-
ment of her claim after having paid in
a towkl of £19 10/. At firet she thoughd
of contesting the matter im the courts,
but abandoned the idea whem ihe pooai-
bitity ef Joxing the money eoffered in
setitlement was bromght to ker aitention,
The woman was coafident that the sane
mentioned to her when she ook out the
policy, that would be payable to ber
whea il matored, waa £24. The policy
was Bot issved to ber tll a long time
after her proposai wis ascepied; it eone
tained & provision that if ithe weekly
payments were in arrears for cicht weeks
the policy would lapee, Right up to
withim wine weeks of the matnring of
the policy vhe wra waited upoe for her
payments, asd when the pelicy matared
she was informed th$t it had lapsed ows-
ing io the monpayment of premiums. Up-
0B threatening to take legal proceed-
inge she was offered 212 in full setle-
ment, and this she accepind, and so mad
the best of 2 bad barzain -

Hauraki Plaius.

Mr. Kensinaton (UnderSecretary for
Lands} retorned to Wellineton from a

-wisit of inspretion to the Hanraki Plaing

drainace worke - particnlazly the new
works latelv imitiated to oren un a large
area adjoiniaz the Whakahora Bloek, bo-
tween that block and the junetion of
Waitca aod Piakoe riveras. This blnek,
ke reports_ iz of exeeptionally gond smial-
Hvy. am] will amoly repay expeaditore.
He hopes to be ahle to open a comciders
able portion of thiz block for seleetionm 1n
areas of one hondred acres esrly in ite
enFNiny summer. i
Mr. Rensinzton also visited and ine
snected & black of excellent quality at
Waihaha, which =il be opened wnax®
augtoma. Thorouch inspection wan mads
of the whole of the other draimarze works,
and ther were fornd {0 be im a wost
satisfaclory enmditinp. The ensfvesy
Mr. J. B Thomoeon) desrrves gread
eredit for the var in which e has éare
tied out the wnrta, Jo veemrd to the
lants alreadw onenst for selettion tha
resuits were found to be entirely satise



