Sports and Pastimes.

BILLIARDS,
BEST OF ALL PRACTICAL
STROKES,

There iam no mistaking the exacting
qualily of the long losing hazard played
from out of the . It in all very weil
to note the eise with whieh the expert
cueist—usually, but mnot always—gets
through with Lhis awkward proposition
to Lhe average run of players. To emu-
Inte their guod example is another aml
ditterent matter, for the chief reguinite
in the making of thesc long shota at the
top pockets is goeod technique in the
form of a steady stance and nice, free
duedivery.,

These two essentlals of the biliard-
playing art ewne nore ta the surface
in these most difiteatt ol all losing hoz-
ardn. They often eause the breakdown
of their lord and master, the *thonsand
break” pradigy, George Gray.

¥irgt, it is the niee gauging ol the
"angle,’” then the amaooth, fluent awing
driving the cue into amd “through” the
cue-ball, and the awinging hail-ball con-
tact, which should err on the sule of a
thickish rather than of a thinnish char-
acter. This last recommendation wmay
ba snid to apply to all classes of col-
lisione between the balla with the thin,
feathery “ulippings” as the only things
apart.

.

-

The best of all practice strokes—the -

Tany los 1l into the top pockets
played fvony the B with the red batl on
the midille =put.

It siands to the credit of the long
losingg buzardy Lhat they have the sup-
port and good word of the veleran mas-
ter uf the eue, Juhn Roberts, who re-
conumiends them as an abnost infaliible
remedy to wear off the vust of wang of
practice or {u polish wp the defecis of
tha aspiring nuvice.  All your faunlts gre
glaringly exposed, firsk in the action of
the cun-lull, and then in the behaviour
of the red ball. The one moverment will,
on amalysis, be fuund to coincide with
1o other.

In your heart of earia you will know
without any telling, when  you  bhave
served  your appueenticeship o this
spectaculur shot, whether the cause ot
failure is your own.  ‘The precision of
atroke is w0 nerdful. and the play of the
A it i ment out on to the ball s
wive, snitaclf, of what will ensae,
ihat before the cue-ball  renches  ths
rlationary  red  ball  you instinctively
grasp what has lappencd.  The fed of
ithe atvoke, that unable  somelhing
kuown to every pretty good plag reacs
yun e resnit of your effart while your
hall s oh voywgre,

To apprivinte the long losiinr haward

at g first-hamd acquainkance, plaice the
red ball upon the Lillinrd spot unil sper-
ate frem within thie boumis  of  the

bantk halt-covcle, or 1Y, with the while
playing ball. 1i yon are uming ivoeries,
plave Lhe cue-ball some 43 inchea frow
the extreme cornor apot un e face of
the B on the side you way cleet{o play
from. Menolion ef Lhis reminds ma o

Jing my opponcent by dyida

advise an impartial wme of either top
pocket, as the lomg tosing hasard oper-
ator who merely affecta a right-handed
or a left-handed (ue the case may be)
efliciency i badly restricting the wcope
of Lis pomers. The billinrd table is ever
helding out a twoasided argument to
those who come to it for recreatiom.

e must jearm to play both to the
rizlit anil to the left, The two strokes
are alike in all rénpeeta; but there may
be some peculiarily conmected with the
player which will affect his powers un-
lev he becomea acquainted with it.  The
majority of right-handed players are
more etffective when playing in & right-
hamded direction than ¥ shooting to the
left. This shortcaming is noticeable in
players who do nol keep the cue meely
under and between tnhe fecus of the
eyes, namely, beneath the centre of the
chin, juet as young irny does.

Pemiember, to aim wo that the “angle”
is made on to the top cuashiom, or re-
ceplive “shonlder” ol the pocket., This
is impoeriant and in keeping with the
uniformn procedure of a celchrated pro-
fengional whe makes his  dispositions
for the centre of the pocket. and then
moves his ball a trifle “wider” to get
in touch with the top ecushion “shoul-
der,” which has the etfect of practically
dorthling the size of the pocket te the
oMqite approach of tihe - cue-bail in
these pifriicular atrokes.

ATHLETICS.
WONRLD'S PROFESSIONAL
CHAMPIONS.

WHO ARE THEYT

Several runnera in various parts of the
world elaim to be professional champions
of the world. How, when, and whera
rome of them got the titles it is hard
to sny,

Nat J. Cartmell, the American ex-ama-
teur champion, writes intereastingly an
the subject to the athletic writer of the
South African “Cape Argus.”  He saye:
—"Having read of R. E. Walker's detent

-in his match over 100yds with .Fack Don-

aldson, 1 am writing to inform Bouth
African Tunners, promoters, ard folkowers
of professional foot-rumning that ¥ am

‘willing to ran any man or men 8 series of

races over distanees from 1i0yds to 600
Fus., the undisputed championehip of the
world to be involved in the result of the
seriem, Lo .
“Knowing that prefessional running is
dead in America, and almost dead in

_England, T am sending this aunounce-

wment to you, believing ihat the sport is
in good faveur in your country with all
sporisnwen,

“T am the 22ayds. world’s professional
champien and record holder for the dis-
tance, having won this lenour from
Arthur Pustle on December 18, 10418, at
Btoke-on-Frent. Engtand.  On this day
1 did 21isce over a curved track, defeat-
I also elaim
e 440yda. championabip, to which T
am entitled, because of my clean cut wnd
deciaive victory over Postle, who at the
time of iny victory in the 220yda. held the
guarter-mite championship, and publicly
announced his unwillingness to run me
another greater dirtance than’ 100yds. I
have heard that Jack Donaldsorn =also
claima the quarter. by virtue of his win
over Holway and Poatle in a 100 yards
race. My claim is, im my opinion,
sironger than NDonalidscn’s. At any vate,
I am willing to defend my just claima
to the 4100 yarda, an wel 220
ynrda  professional cham

“Touether with my willi
feud the 440 ynrds and 220 yarda titles,
I also wizh to anwnounce to the public
that I am now ready-and anxious to run
any man in the wold any distance not
less than 130 yards, and not Frm\l.er than
150 yards. for the sprint cluampionship
nf the would, My mmbition is to win an
undisputed right to the title of world's
chumpion, for all distances, from 130
yuarda to 500 yarda.

“Unlers a recent defeat las been ad-
ministered to the Awerican, €. E, 1lol-
wny, the 130 yards title rests on his
Biead.  Tlowever, in my opinian, he will
nut hield it loug, my desire lo run
fur thia chumpionship.  For me to de-
fend the tilles of 490 ad 220 yands
champion apd run for the 130 yards
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CHESS.

Al oom i io be addvczsnd i@
the Chess Editor, “The Weekly Graphic
and New Lcaland Mail” Bos 164, dwok-
land, .

The Auckisnd Chess Club mecis on
MNonday Thursday, amd Balurday ween-
inge, sf No. 24, Hiz Majesiy's Avcede,
Queen-sirest (2nd foor),

Fosition Neo. B2,
{By W. T. PIERCE.}

Black,

White.

White to play and mate in two

Notation: — 30b3, 2q2ki2, 1b4rB,
3Ppp2, 4k1P1, 2pR1IKLIKY, 2K5.

Oxford Congress,

Game piayed in Class 11,
* Queen’s Gambit deelined.”

White. Blark,

Rev. A, Baker. Mr, H. Brigg.
1. 704 ... P4
2. QB4 .. .. P—K3
3 Kt—Q83 r—KKt
4. B—B4 .. R—Kt2
5. P—K3 Kt—K2
6. Ki—R3 P-QnB3
7. R—B .. Ki—Q2
8. B—K2 Kt--B3
8. B—K3 , Kt—Ri
10. BxB ... KtxB
1. Ri—K5 . P-—B3
12, Ki—Ki4 Kit—Kt
13 P—KB1 | *— KR4
14 Kit—BR2 . PKDB4
15, Ki—4Q3 Q—B3
16. Kt—K5 Kt—Kz2
17, Q—Ki3 .. P-- KKt4
18. P—KKt3 PxKBP
19. KtPxP Kt—Kt3
20, Ki—B3 . ... P—Kt3
21. K—Q2 et B—Kt2
22 KR—Kt ................ oo B—Q
23 P—B5 ..... .. P-QKt4
24, KIXKtP . ... PxK$
23 @xPeh .o R—Q2
28, KxKt ......0 ... .. Q -Kgla)
eT. P—-BG ... ... il BxP”
28. BxR... . K—FRZ{
20, Kt—Kbie ... K—Kt

A RIBEWP ... g
tn) Tf 26, QxR, Lhen 27 .
Q—Ri1 2% QxReh, K—~R: 20, QxB,

ete. .

(k) Li 28., R—K12 White has a benutiful

mate in two.

Notes.

13§y winning the recent cahble match,
Great DBritkin becomes possemsor of the
Newnes trophy, having won on three sac-
CeESIYE OCCHRFIONS, -

The Auckland Chess (dub " opening
night ’ takes ptace next Saturday, when
all lovers of ilie game hre invited fo be
present. A feature of the rvening’s
amnsement will be a lightning knock-sut
handicap.,

In the San Scbastian Tournament the

champienship, a serien of rtaces would
necessarily have to be arranged, into
which I will gladly enter, provided the
world's nndisputed sprint titles are with-
out donbt at stake.

“When Jack Donaldson was in Englang}
last year, he make known his willingncus
fe run me a 220 yards maicl.  But his
challenge wna issued while he was train.
ing for a match with C. E. Holway. I
wanted to run a rea! champion, and fear-
ing the outcome of his mateh with thoe
fast American, 1 refuscd to consider his
challeage,  Later, my judgment proved
good, for Dunatdeon was defeated, and
the runuing game in Fogland reecived
another shack, (Donaldson Las since de-
featedl Helway and has the undoubted
right {0 ¢all himself champion.)

- " BOXING. |
T Fate Besing Mk . -

Boelety i Parls n boxing wed, Awil-
ences are sbout hall and hall, ;e end
women, Full dress and extremely duool.
Jett gowrm art aimowl sl pectsary ag af
the opera, ' o

Bome tem years ago Twalonn de boxe™
were plready quite t.:‘ﬁo_ Young society
“butkn” who were of their physionl
prowems, entered the padded squars and
took part im many “elegant” mills, in
which the spporent hall the time was o
huge American negre. As the mocial berg
rammed in & solar plexus or guve the
black & whissing uppercat, hie best girl
in the front row, near his corner, Imné
ner gloves applanding,

Bince then therm han beem a alighf
change. The prevence of the wociety chapy
in the ring isn’t pecessary to give o
baltle the upper crust. “La Boxe” fg
much more fashionable, it would seswr,
thap is the gala aight when Bignoring
Watchermaycallum sings at the opera,
Any Friday pight at the Cirque de Paris,
when Sam MeVen, Joe Jeanette, Harry
Lewis, or any of the pugs, white or back,
are on. ene will find more burs-wagona
and private carriages blocking the
avenues of the neighbourhood tham about
the most favoured iLheatre in town. The
list of those present includes the Barem
Ho-and-So, the Duchess “™gde Brie,” and
all the rest of them, and by conmuiting
the social register one wiil find thal half
1he aristoeracy were out, -

High Speeds on Railways.

With regard to the maximum speeds
witminable on raitways, it may of
frrterest to mention the speed fests onr-
ried ot in Germany between the years
1501 to 1903 on the line between Marien-
felde and Zossen, a line worked electyie
ally, the distance experimented over be.
ing about fourteen miles long, and whe
Yine being practieally level and straight.
tipeeds vp to 07 miles per honr werd
reached, when the 4ests had to be wban-
doned owing to the failore of the per-
warent way. On the comptetion of tha
strengthening of the track a speed of
130.5 miles per hour was revorded m the
1atter end of 1903, This upprars to be the
highest apeed ever recorded on any rails
way. Um special ocoasions the Philadel-
phia and Reading Railway, with their
“Attantic liers,” have averaged the wpeed
of 81.3 milea per howr for a distamwe of
55.6 milea, while the spred of 100 miles
per ‘hour has been reached for wsingle
miles. During a trial Tun on the Murigh<
Aug#burg line, on the Bavarian State
Railways, the locomotive hanled a train
weighing 150 tons et a mean apesd of
808 miles per hour. Dnring a considers
abhle time a speed of 96 wmilea per howt
was attained. This is probably the high-
est speed ever vecordid in Europe with
a steam locomotive. Nowmerous exampleg
conld be given of trains which require to
travel at speeds between 70 and 80 miles
per hour for portions of the jonymey in
order to run ito schedulo. (lenerally,
speaking, the spred standard of the ma-
jority of railways las risen almoat in-
senaibly, and one may reasonably asanme
that this state of things will centinne—
Charlea F. Dwaper, in “Cassier™y Maga-
zine” for Devember.

final scores were:—1, Capablanca, 93; 2
and 8. Vidmar and Rubinstein, 9 mh;]
4, Marshali. 83; Neimneowiteh, Schlechteg
and Tarrasch, Tt each; Beiasiein, T3
Bpielman, 7; Teichmaun, 61; Janownky,
6: Marocry, 8; Duras, 5; Burn, 5; Leon:
hardt, 4,

The winner’s play hos more than ful-
filled expectativns.  The younj master’
has epnducted himself in this great strog.
gle tike a veterun, adopting the ntmosf
caution and steadiness when facing op-
ponents ob greal repmtation, and making
sure of his pointa without any apparent
effort when players not alsolutely of the
first Tank were pitted against him. The
opening roumls left no donht that a new
musler of very exxeeptional powers had
arigen, and with further expericnce may,
be expected Lo veach the very foremong
place. R .

The N.Z. Chesa Assoviation's chaumpion+
“ahip Lrophy arvived & few days ago from
England, xnd wis grestly admired at the
Wellington Uhesa {lub, wherte it has
on view aince, .

Bolntion to Fesitioa Ne. Bl

L R—B4 . -



