RPN

Th

. T -
o »

BOOKSHELF FEUILLETON.
Unteresting te Gevernment Civil
Servants.

EELEY™S have publish:d at 12,6
net, Sir Amdrew Prarer's ex-
ceedingly inleTesting work en-
titled “Among Indian Rajaha

and Ryots” In & review of this book,
says @ writer in the “Literary World.”
the “Times' takes Lhe  opportunity to
give a kivk te certain ex-Indian civilians
aha have entered the Honse of Communs
and venlured to criticise the Government .
of India, of which they happen to be
pensioners,  Sir Andrew had quotut in

his book a remark sald ‘to have been -

made by an Indian noblenwun to an ex-
civilian M.P, in which the Oriental hint-
ed that the ML.P. was vialating thit ex-
cellent rule of the Fast of being faith-
ful to one's salt.  “The Times” endorses
the censure by saying: ™ A great nany
Fnglishmen Lave, in that particular ease,
felt the sane dilliculty of comprehension.”
L may amist any Englishman who i
#o troubled Lo be told, first, that the
bulk of an Indian civilian's pension is
derived frois compulsory contributions in

the shape of deduction from his dalary,’

and that for ihe Government to forfeit
it woull be almost a9 great a breavh o
dnith an for am lmsurance Company tuo
defaull in paying poficy monies Whea
due. Then, as cegards the duty of a
Member of Parliament who lhappens to
huve scrved his country in ludia and,

draws a pension, it is difficult to dis- -

tinguish between such 4 ease and that af
an ex-Cabinet Minister wko is i Opposi-

tion and drawg & pension from  the
State, ns  he  usually  does. Such an
ex-Minister-pensioner  often  finds  him-

pelf in the poxition desevibed by the
Iadiun noblemau of "doing all he can
to make Uhe . Govermment impossiile.”
Yet we never heard the sugrestion made
that these political penwions were given
on condition of helping the Govermment
that huppened to be in power.

A Libel Action Interesting to the
’ o ¢ d
- Writers of Contemporary His-
I tory. .

All those whoee  business it

glad ‘that Mr' Amery, editor of “The

Times™ “History of the War W Soutn’

: is o
-wrild ar publish or print history will be’

e s PR [P . JESS

B ers may Jook upon Mr.-Wea)e in tbd light
of an slarmist. - Buk.the mincrity; who
think, will welcome this book, and will

ange of Obmeurity leveled againet Lhe
author of “The Forbvidden Boundary™-

P PN a o
Alrica,” was found mot guilly in what
some of the npewspapers term the
."('on-lnli_ur_.-" Lbel action. At the same
time, Mr. Amery merits compassion in’
havimgy Leem made the object of attack
in a law suit of which the costs muat

h been very heavy, som+ part of

whivh at the best, muat fall on himself.

Tt may Le anawered that Mr. Amery de-

[iberalely eourted the sction by sending’
a letter to a4 newsapaper practically re-

peating when was said in “The Times™’
lintory, and that, had he not done =0

the plaintif would probably not have My Confldencen.
ventnred to bring his action, “That,
however, does nut  dizpel the anx.ety
that every man mist feel who remembers:
this action. and ix cailed vpon to write
canlewporary history.

strange. But it is not at all strange
that Mr. Weale, intime xe he is wilh
Eaatern affpirs and conditions, ¢an- pre-
dict with any certainty  the result of
Eurcopean infiuence upon the East. For
¥ou never can tell. Eastern cruelty and
wibtlety gralted on to Western know-
ledge, ia 0 force that 1» not easily to be
~reckoned with, and. can only be met .with
a superior diplomacy tbat has for its
force majeure & superior morale..

sppears in Mr. Locker Lampson's “Uon-
fidences,” of which we gave a notice some
short time ago:—Mr. Laman Blanchard’
went Dickens a metrical contribution for
J'Household Words,” - entrtled *Orient
FPearls at Random Strung.” but Diekens
returned them with: “Dear Blanchard,
too much string.—Yours (.D.” Another
amusing story_ ie tbat of the Admiral
whe, having been given an appointment
as Governor of the Virgin lslands, pre-
pented the opporiumiy tu hie- many
friends of discovering m what portion of
the msobe they were situated. Urowding
ropud an atlas, their search was broken
up for all ubeful purposes by the remark
of one of the searchers that he way sure
they were . not near the Inle of Man, In
short, “My Confidences™ is packed with
good things, grave and gay, and is easily
within the reach of every realder, as it
is now publizhed in the Nelson Library at

Interesting to Imperinlists.

Differing greatly are the opinions of
the eritics on Mr. Putnam Weale’s new
book which deals with, and is entitled
“Fhe Coublict of Cdlour™ (Macmillan),
The work, we are tuld, 18 of a diatinctly
ventroversial nyture, and the questions he
raises are questions which only time
can answer, and that in spite of ihe
hook’s intercst,-its anbjeet matter bor-
ders 5o closely on the semsatioual that
g issue will havdly enhanve his reputn-
tion as a writer of merit, and an author-
i on matters concerning the Kast.
i3 adean,” 2aye an eminent Home eritie,
“are unfortuntely so luried in a masy
of lNistorie introdugtion—that does not:
introduce—snd  gencral conclusions— _ 1/3 net. . -
whivh lend to-ne venclusions—that it is
with the greatest dilliculty that bis resd- A| Further Instalment of the Bio-
er can unearth lis meaniogs and: dia- *+ &raphy of Marie Clalre.

It is pleasing to

woveF ithe temediey. which he has to offer.”
Weale,” continues this writer, "haa  Claite’s bingraphy Is 1o be continaed,
ground for the double fear on  and that her friends think the latter
which, in lis book, he lays special em- instalment belter than the first. 1t io
phasis, the fear that soon some combina-  also exceedingly refreshing. as well as in-
tion of - Asiatie Powers wilk overshadow  teresting to find at least one eritic that
Asin, and with it Europe. dnd the fear docs not find “Marie Ulaire™ in ite English
tiual wodern diplomatists do npot know  form irresistible.  Mr. Chumpion of the
their busines+.” This threatened cow-  Melbonrne Book-Lover, saye: “After all
bination would. Mr. Wenle thinke, be rhis proise one requires a great deal of
braaght about by the increasing popala- g bokduess to set | fortw  our reluctant
tion of the East, the advance in edueation & efiticisin. Of coufse T siweh’ & case a1
dependn npon the translator.  In his

and consequently in efliciency, all of
“hands it Mes either to make the trans-

which arve the reswit of Eurdpean in-
flwence. The Anglo-Fapanese treaty has * lution merely a feeble and’ unconvineing
wtory or by a divine impulse to render it

alsn put & stop for ever to any com- 3
bined Evropean endeavour to arrest the - even finer vreation “than the original
~Aly own verdiet is that the book in its

encfoachiment of Avintic Powers on West-

B L ] THE IMPROPER GUEET. ' ..
“Besutifal, is 17 Well, 1 ean teli you this, George
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Jou -have your chowel” ce t R Y .

mot let it lack consideration, “"because ite’
wal eonclusion is senrationdl™ - The -

and “The Human Cobweb™ seems to us’

©: %" e ernipheres of finfinefice, * Gemaral read:

Here is & capital Dickens' syory which:

le_arnr that Marie _

Ay A e Toodm e e e -
Engvivh -garh containe very Littls ta a8 -
tract the MKmglish reader. Hewerer, %

‘iw matinfactory to Jearn’ that the poer

authoress, whose eyesight is failing, has
been awarded a prise of "two himdred
pounds by -the:_ committes of the Vie
Heurense”  We fonfesa to emjoying
Arnold Bennett's introduction” to  the
book, better than the book itsell, though
we, in common with most reviewers,
thouglit ‘it a marvellons production for
one as entirely unlettered as the author
was naid 1o be. But we certainly rhought
the trapslation s felicitous one, an there
was ahout the book that nsked unre-
werved, po to speak, atmonphere that is
50 essentially French, and which would
render it distasteful to those ‘English
readers, who, like myself, alominste the -
delail and suggestion thut characterises
¥rench literature in general, and Freack
fiction in partivular.

The May “ Life.”

A notable artiele in current “Life,*
is that which desrribes the *Brilliant car-
ecr of MrJohn Longstaff,”” an Australian
artist of no mean repute, who has just
been paying a flying visit to his homa
in Shepparton, Victoria. The title "From
studic to Balon® is a felicitous one,
chearly indicating thut Mr lLongstai’m
carcer has Leen R successful one.: The
article is profusely illustrated with two
portraits, and several photographic res
productions of those pictures of Mr
Longwtafi's that have found a home in
Auntralia. “Life's” fiction, too, for Muy,
in ubove the nverage. Newton Adam’s
“Story of the Seeret Jkon,” and “Her
Gireek (Giod” by Juliet Wilber Tomp-
kine, constitutes eclectic fictional reads
ing. “Svience versus Death” by Earl
Mayo. is a reprint of an admirable ar-

" ticle in “The Untlook.” and diswcusses tha

Pattle that is being waged by medical
and surgival science aganinst disease. Thia
ia Jeeply interesting, if somewlnt seri-
ona reading. and has been wrilten spec~
sully for the laity. A short ecount is
given of the grenlest medical and pargi-
eal Jdiscoveries of modern tinles, and in-
cluded mention of the transmission of
bluod, the latest anaesthetics, vivisee-
tion, nerve sargery, ete. As usnal, tha
difliculty is to enumerate the mamifold
atiractions of “Life”” but most tastew
are cotered for, with, we should say,
mignal cndeavour and success. )

Hooks Worth Readisg. ' .~

A capital book is Commanter E. Ham-
illon Currey's "Sea Wolves of the Med-
jterragean.” The “sea wolves” arey’. of -
course, ihe old corsairs or .pirates of
the Mediterranesn, who were Teally the
firat overseas traders. The book i
compiled from the numerous historiés of
the Mediterranean of Commander Cur-
vey's time, which, together with Ajma
exvellent writing of his own, makes both
imstinictive and exeiting reading. Thera
are portraits of the Emperor Cliarles,
and of Barbarossa, and a pictures of the
death of Dragut at the siege of Malta,
of the Girand Master of the Knights of
Malta, at the siége of that islund by the
Turks in 1563, and a presentwent of
toliman the Magaificent. Anetler book
that is of unusual interest is Mr
Phillip Jourdan’s “Life of Cecil Rhodes ®
Mr Jourdan was private secretary tg the
Jate Ceril Rhodes during the last™ “oe-
tave of Lhal distinguished imperinliat's’
Jife, und the relation would seem to have
been a felicitous one. Ho many “wild
girmises have been made about the Jate
Cecil Rhodey’ private life and odd tastes,
that Mr, Jourdan™s book, which is writ-
ten with fine feeling, and a proper re-
werve, shonld be of particular interest
and emdightenment as far as an cutside
public may be zltowed to plimpse™
“pture Feaves,” fyom Lady Dorothy Xev-
jl’a motebooks, have been published,
and shoulit not be passed over. For any-
thing from this sprightiy_lady’ - pen
i well worth reading. In fiction we
have nol for a long time experienced
sech sober pleasu.e as that which ‘was
alforded by a perusal of Mvr A F. Ben-
kuy " Account Rendered” It is  beat
doscribed as a novel of uncommnen ehars
mcterination, and a rather pathetie ex-
cursion into the back waters of life,
But we sincorvly regret the denongment
of the story.,  For to our way of think-
ing, Loxd Tenly was worth hulf a-dbzew
Frauk Winthrops. Aml  svivide " W
pour way owt. aud absolutely wrong un-
der any etemanstancen. Tt neews’ Lo
us, though we think Mr Benson lios
meant to infer that Violet and Frank
weuld oventunlly marry, that the sheer
nobility af chagacter shown by - Ford
Tenby whel explanations took plaid be-
tween hineell and. his ‘wile, lopether
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