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News of the Dominion.

OUR WELLINGTON
LETTER.

Alloged Shortage of Labour.

EH{ARDING the alleged shortags

of lulour for iudustrial coad-
errns, the Manufacturera’
Committer nf the Chamber
of Comunerce reported that aas  the
onttome  of  the sunference  between

tha commitiee
sucintion, the Hou. J. T, Pand being pre-
geut, it way vesalved to recoinmend that
& confereee he held botween the associn-
tiona of elpluyers and employees re«
spuelively, #o that when they had agreed
upoil Lhe position they wonld he able to
minke joiul representations to the Gove
ernment witlh a view to obtaining relief,
Buch resolution had been conveyed to
ths ossocialiona interestid. In moving
the adeption of the report, Lhe president
{Mr. L. M. Mycrs} said that the action
of the Union lud been justifled by sub-
sequent eventd.  Acting on tha recom-
mendation ol the committee’'s report a
deicgation from the employees of Boot
Munnfacturers’ Union and from the Boot
Manufacturers’ Asaociation, held two
meetingd, with Lthe speaker (by request)
as chairman. A great deal of evidencs
wne earefully sifted, and a good deal of
infurmation waa extracted from it, whila
both sides showed an amicable desirs
to get at the truth of the matter. Thera
wad a similar meeting of the whita
warkers heing negotiated, and conase-
quently. the matier being sub judice, he
could give ng vxpreasion of opinion,

A Bishop's Dificulties.

Im the eourse of his sermon at 8t
Mary's Cathedral last evening, the Act-
ing-Primate {Bishop Julius) made some
farcible Temarks touching the trials of
a bishop. TFle took for hia text five
wards of St. Panl, “OFf all men mosf
miseratle.  There was in  Woreeater
Cathedral, lie said, » tomb which bore
aa its inacription the single Yatin word,
" Miserrimua”™—"most miserable” Now,
if there was a man to whom the world
might jusily apply this term, that man
waa 8t. Panl. He had left his position,
his friends, his wealth—all that the
world held most dear—and for tha sake
of his behiel became a wanderer upon
thn faer of the earth, eunding his life
in imprisomnent and a degrading death.
And yet it wus under only one conceiv-
gble circnmatance that St. Paul would
have had written on kis temb the word
“Miserrinnus” If his faith bad proved
vain anil neeless he would indeed have
been “of nll men most miserakle* “If
there is any ghastly business under the
aun,” eontinueid the preacher, “it is thas
af n bishop who doesn't believe in what
he teaches, but has te keep up appear-
ances, and go on his way as ¥ it were
not & mockery and a sham. 1f such a
man coutd be fonnd his tomb might well
Lear the one wnhappy word. You may
talk lightly of a bishop and his work,
hut 1 wonldn’t give a click for the busi-
nesd of keeping up institutions and not
saying souls. 1t is not enough to beleng
to a church which ia rteapectable, au-
cient, and: decent, unless it i devoted
to God’s service. ‘The position is noth-
ing; whether he were the wealthieal of
hishops or in poverty, like Mt Paul,
it wonld he befter for A man te drive
piza to market than to govern a church
whick had lost ita faith. But thers is
anvllier sile to the piclure. If your
Bishop cemes in the fulness of faith,
comea lo Auckland and looks on the
little land of his diocese, sces slrife
anct factiona, partics lonking for fights,

not mouls; sees numbers who belony to
ne chareh, outenst  women, aglected
chililren, he will mee behind all Lhis the
gaspel of life, which will ‘hear him up

in lia many trials and difficulties. It
will help him aloag bis way, and oficen
when he frela he hasn't done an well as
he expected, ' owonld ask you, then, to
pray fur him, even if your prayers are
ehort, Then I want you te hack him
ap’
: A Youth Drowmed.
Ciarcnee Maoriah, aged 21, was drown-:
e] off Poraparammu Beach, Wellingten,
lasl week, il went out in a canves
bont with ancther youlh named Hyde,
and when half a mile from the land the
bont wes stiuck by a wave nnd cap-
ized. Morrish sank and was not seeun

anid the [ndostrinl As- -

" a tima.

agaln, but Hyde was saved by hin father,
Morrish's people live in Wellington, but
hia father and brother are at present in
Christchurch.

Hailways and Loans,

Tn reply to & railway extension deputa-
tion the Hom, T. Mackenzie said tha
question of borrowing lor feeder rail-
ways, whith wera palpably payable ani
urgently necessary mll over {he couniry,
muwt 4oon be ronsidered. Such m storm
wan raised over tue five million loan,
kowever, that the Government thought it
niight he an indication that borrowing,
even for reproductive purpeses, must ba
restricted,

New Zealand Fish.

It im often awssericd that the fish in
walers round about our coast are neither
80 good of g0 varied aa la the case round
ihe coast of Britain. Judging from an
interview published in the “Fost,” Capt.
Eastick, of the trawler Nora Niven,
thinks otherwise. Thcre is no finer flah
than the "gayback,” or mackrel, he says,
but we have mnckerel in these waters
bigger than the Kuropean mackerel—a
finer fish altogether. He had caught
them in Hawke's Bay, but had not the
proper gear {o catch them in large quam-
titiee. Do you know of a finer dish
than a plate of fried sprats?” he asked
again. "I don't—fried or smoked, they
are fit for a king. Well, sprats, an-
chovies, and sardines are all ths same.
We have them in New Zealand. Enor-
moug shoala of them; tons wpon tons at
We don’t catch them becauss wa
haven’t the gear; but we have them here
when the tuna comes. We want drift
nets.  Here, in thesa waters,” Captain
Eastivk continued, "wind and weather
rule the movements of the fish. More
s0 than in the North Sea. There tha
weather is more atabie; but it kas grawn
worda and more unreliable of reesnt
years. The fishing induatry of New
Zealand ia capable of enmormous expan-
sion,” he went onj “but the diatribution
of the British flub bas become a fine art.”
Captain Eaatick held that the sole of
Northern Europe was s fish auperior in
point of flavour, texture, and everything
clse to tha New Zealand sole; but in ald
other respecrta the New Zealand fish were
well up to the Nerth Sea standard.

Inadequate Bathing Facilities.
—_—

An interesting decision was given nt
Auckland Police Court by Mr E, C, Cut-
ten, B.M., in the cmee in which two
charges wera levelled against Oscar
Bymonds, in that on March 19 he wil-
fully and indecently exposed himself on
tha Takapuna Beach, and alfernatively
that he committed a gromsly indecent
act.

His Worshipa judgment was as fal-
lowy:—*Two infurmations are laid
against the defendant in respect of the
same act, one charging him with wil-
fully and indecenily exposing himself,
and the other with committing a
grossly indecently act.  What {he de-
fendant did was to undress and put on
a _hathing snit on the Takapuna bench
without proper shelter. ¥ The defendant
did not wilfully expose himself, and that
charge may at once be dismissed, It
i3 complained that yorng men undress
upon the beach without proper shelter,
and come ont“of the sater and roam
about the beach with nothing on but
tieir bathing suits, making it very awk-
ward for lulies wha drsire to use the
deach. In these days a eoat of paint
ia not considered a proper dress, and &
wet hudling dress amonnts to very little
more than a coat of paint. It is quite
nossilile, therefore, for either of these
actm Lo amount to indecent hehavienr
within the wmeaning  of the . Police
Offences Act.  The section of the Aet,
howover, iy not, in my opinien, inlended
to meet the cawes most ¢ommonly eom-
plained abvout, which are doe for the
mont part to acts of mere carelessness
or thoughtiessness on the part of young
men, - The tiffienlty would be overcome
il the autherities haying “eontrol of
tha beachea would mnake by-lawm, ap-
plicable to the more frequented beaches,
requiring bathers to have: proper shelter
when they undress, and also moking it
An offence- for bathers, while wearing
only the ordinary bathing dress, to go

eleewhere about the beach than batween
the dressing place and the water. As it
is now, offenders againat ordinary
decency eam be oconvicted  lm  ecapes
onl where there has been prose m-
decency, and thers may be mauny casen
due to thoughtlesaness or careleasness—
of whlch the present cise is an matance
——in which it would de raiher kard om
the offenders te cenvict them umder the
provisions of the Polica Offences Act, bui
in which they might quite reasonably
béa pade lisble to a fine under & by law,
No conviction will be entered ia ihe
present case”

Cleanying the City.

The Health Department reporte that

the manvitary etaff of the Auckland
City Council is heartily co-operat-
ing in the measures to have the

city thoroughly cleansed of "all mat-
ter likely to cause or convey plagus
or other disease infection. The people,
Dr. Monk states, are generally conform-
ing with the directions isaved, and the
suburban borougha, as well as the main
borough, &re closely supervising their
sanitary departments. At Lthe same bime,
he remarked, there will be no letting-ap
in the work, and penple who do not show
reasonable expedition in having their pre-
mises put in the required cleanly order
will be dealt with under the extraordin-
ary powers which have been for the mo-
ment vested in the Health Department
officers. 8o far ne fresh plague patients
hava been reported, and the cases in hand
are progressing satisfactorily.

*“Rigoroua enforcement of the by-laws,”
is the special instructien under which the
city sanitary staff is mow working, and
it seems probable that prosecutiona for
by-law infringements are pending. This
applies particularly to the matter of rub-
bish removal. There is a special form -of
Tubbish reseptacle prescribed by the by-
laws, receptacles of this sort must be used
by residents. Then, too, the Inspector
has stated his inteation of jumping with
both feet on the practike, common to
business and private pecple, of placing
rubbish receptacles on the street. The
practice ig a brench of the by laws, which
previde that such receptacles must not be
placed outside of private premises, and
that the dustmen shall go ten feet inaide
the atreet alignment to lift the recept-
acles. At the moment the Sanitary In-
spector also has his mind set in dealing
with damp ecellars, ¥n almost frequent
instances the cellars of North Queen-
mtreet are earthen-ftvored, water-acdden,
and subject to flooding, and consequently
provide harbours for rais. The by-laws
Tequire that cellars be eoncreted and
water-tight, and the owners cf under-
ground stores will be called on immedi-
ately to unleriake the expense of having
their cellars made proof .against both
water and rats.

Generally speaking, the cleaning of the
city is heing actively pushed on. Inspee-
tors are pursuing their bick-yard duties
inguisitoranily, and the rat-poisening
operations are unrelaxzed, while & rat-
catcher las heen added to the etaffl
This man has had a good deal of experi-
ence in his business at the London dock-
yards, and his complaint that the Tats
that come to his traps are few, would
appear to be a aincere compliment ta the
thoroughness of the preceding rat-poison-
ing, A "“Btar” representative was this
morning assured that there would be no
slacking off in the cleansing efforts for
some time to come, and uniil the auth-
orities were thoroughly eonviaced of the
city's cleanliness. . .

Beaten to Death.

Jamea Stephen, a storekeeper at Stay-
eley,, and for 35 years a resident of that
district, met hizg ‘death in a very sad
manner on Saturday. He was found early
in the morning in his gamilen guite dead,
and black and biue with bruises, near
a water-wheel which generates electrici-
ty in his house. It is surmised that
Jast night he cauglt his foot in a rut
and fell agninst a revolving belt, and
way entangled therein, and beaten to
death. ~

A Heroic Miner,

At an inquest at Houndhill on  the
badies of Janeph Dates ard Frank Smith,
who were killed through the rising of
fludge in a mining ahaft, the jury re-
turned the following verdict;—"That
Joscph Bates and ¥, Rmith met their
deaths as the result of drowning, caused
by the blocking of the suction pipe, and
that there was no blame attachable to
anyoae”  They wished to placa on

record Bmith's noble ¢oaduet 1a givin
his lite to save hizs mate. The lnllowiu!
yider was added:—*"That no werk i3
siaking = second THt showld Sake plagp
at wight in dangeroms ground,” .

i
i ‘.,

At the Police Court en Monday,
fore Mr. M. Casey, J.P., a ¢ase of i:;t:
st to mariners and shipowners way
heard, when Edward Qonroy Ireland, 5
seaman, wad cherged wilh having hiled
to oheerve an agreement entered inte be-
tween himsell and the master of theg
Norwegian barque Lindstel,
© From the evidence it appears hat g
cuntom exists amongst a certain elass of
scamen to got an advance either of
money or clothes, when signing an
agreemcent to join a ship, and then fail
to jein. In the present case the acemsed
signed on in Auckland for & voyage from
Hokianga to Sydney and bak, in the
Lindstol. The agreement was entered
into, according to law, Hefure the Dan-
ish Congul, and this wuas to the effect
that the awner of the barque was to fnd
aceused in food ard clothing in Auck-
land until a steamer was ready to con.
vey him, with others, to Fokianga,
where the Lindatol was lying. Eleven
men  entered inte this agreement in
Auckland, but only one kept his con-
tract, and the result was that the ship
wag delayed for 14 days at aninnga.‘
and men had to be taken on at & greatly
advanced wage,

Mr. Casey said that it was absolutely
necessary that such steps should be
taken as would protect owners of ves-
aela from losa ihrough thia cause. He
pointed out he had power to infliet threa
months’ imprisonment, bnt us this wag
the first case of the kind to come befora
hhim, he would be Ienient. Accused was
sentenced to 14 days’ imprisomment,

Defanitiagy Benmen.

Arms and the Man.

Owing to the wet weather the garden
party arranged io take place at Hamil-
ton on  Friday was abandoned,
and a meeting was held at the Town Hall
instead. The Mayor of Mamilton (M=
J. A Young) presided, and amongst
those  present were the Hon. Geo.
Fowlds {Acting-Miniater for Defence),
General Godley (Commander of the Fors
ces), Colonel Wolfe (0.C. Aueckland)y
Colonel Allen  Bell, Captain Spencex
Smith, and Mr H. J. Greenslade, M.P,

UNIQUE AMONGST DEMOCRACIES,

The Minister stated that if universa}
troining waa a succeas it would be due
to Colonel Beli and the district. New
Zealand had taken up a movement thaf
was unigue a8 far as Anglo-Celtic om
ganisation was concerned, and with thae
exception of Bwitzerland, in modernw
times at any rate they hud no imatance
«of democracy establishing a system of
universal military iraining or military
pervice. The eyes of the world wera
watching the movement. lle was no
jingoist or military enthusiast, but he
thought it wus desirable that every
able-bodied man should be fitted for tha
defence of his country. They had en-
tered upon the scheme with great expee-
tation, but i was going to cost a wery,
large sum of money. However, if tho
revenue to meet the expenditure was
equitably collected, the peocple could
aflord to pay the sum required for tha
training of the young men, Tt was most
desirable that we shonld be in n po-
sition to defend the country if required,

. Perhaps the firut consideration was tha

physical development and mental traine
ing of these young democratic commun-
itien, and this was the minimum resulf
they had a right' to expect from the
movement.  lHe felt sure it wonld re-
sult in the elevation of the national
character, but 1t was essential that the
wlole conimuunity should take on intereat,
especially mothery and sinters, otherwisa
-they coukl not expect bad resulis, If
the taxpayer realised that for the money,
eéxpended they were getting a highen
moral stundard, they would regard the
money yequired 23 simply so mueh ex-
pended in the cause.of education. Na
moncy was found more readily than tha
amount required for that purpoge, J}eo
hoped the lime would never come whert
our young people would he compelled to
fight, but if so, they shauld be prepared
for the emcrgency.

THE YHLIOW PERIL. . -
Camtinuning, the Apting-Mmister fof
Tefcnee maid that England and her de-
pendenciea did not realise what tha
-horror of invaeion was. In these South-
ern lands we had raised the atandard
of & White Auvatralia and White New



