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LADIES' GOLF.

Ofielal Neotice

The snnual meeting of the English
Qolf Council was keld in lLondon on
February 21, 191k, The following ruled
which affect all clubs in reference to
the conduct of the game were pnssed:—

1. In future any player, not having
qualified, in terms of -4he union, for a
handicap for an open meeting, by rea-
son of not having returned a sufficient
number of scores during the year pre-
ceding the meeting, whould be allowed
to play at such open meeting on half
her handicaps, provided she haa retorned
two scores during the year preceding the
wreting, and previded jhe handicap
mannger (s satisfied that the half is
not too large. - - LI

2. lustead of having a fixed day for
extra scorea “a player may make one
score & week for handicap, and may
chioose her own day for doing it, hav-
ing previously intimated her intention
of doing =s0. -

3. A record. seore I8 one made in &
seoring competition with the holes and
tees in their proper medwl position.

inoo 0 o, General.. | -a

Miss Nolan, Hon, Secretary. of the
Gisborne Ladies’ Golf Club, reports that
Miss Adams, an ex-Ifon. Becretary, will
contine to enrry cut the Ladies' Golf
1inion work in connection with the club.
1t would be a good thing if clubs gene-
rally would put the L.GLU. book imte
the hands of a capable member who
would keep it permanently. It in, pec-
hapa, too inuch to expect that one mem-
ber of a elub should de the work of
lion. Secretary year after year, but the
LALU. part of it Is very simple when
once it is thoroughly understoced, and
one member might ensily thus wnder-
take this special work, leaving to. the
secvetary all other duties in connection
with the management of the books,
malches, ete. . This L.G.U. official should
he ex-officie member of the commit-
tee and would, of course, work in con-
juuetion with it.

The Otago ladies’ loeal ehampionship
is now being played. TUnfortunately the
draw brought together almost all  the
short handicap players. in one half, so
robbing the final of some of its inter-
est,

The par of the Manawantu Eadies” Golf
Clnb has  heen altered from 84 te 83,
in eonsequence of an alteration fo thg
courze by swhich a lole of 237 yards
in played mstead of one of 326,

The TPoverty Bay Ladies' Golf Cluk
will play this year over a fourteen hole
vouree, repeating four holes to make the

righteen. The par has been temporarily
fixed at 80.

A'lo-k-lund.

The first rounl for Mra. Hope Tewis's
Rese Bowl was to have been played om
Monday, 24th, but the-fact that it was
St George’s Day, had been overlooked,
amil 50 the links had to be given up to the
men, and the mateh is to be played on
Thursday, 27th.

month to month as he improved, but at
the sume tine he wonld not he so pemal-
il for a"win that the a\lliseqllent com-
prtitions were of no [urther interest to
him. . .
. 1 see that the Golf Council are moving
in the matter of standaidising hundi-
apd. It is to- be hoped that this pro-
Ject will be pushed ateng vigorously, The
want of something of the sort in bronght
htlnne to us when we see an Otago player
Wio receives two, easlly beating a North
Island nifan whose cuzb apsess him ‘at
plus 4, amd doing this on the plus mau's
own liuks,  Evidently the Colin:il pro-
poses taking thie best men of the Domin-
iom, probably Duncan, Lusk, Wood and
Burng am weratch, and workirg up from
that point. It is to be hoped that thece
will he no suggesiion of eatablivhing a
plua grade.
. The Plus grade has enly gained a foot-
ing through the sanity of those playera
who preferred to appear =s 6 wen when
they were really in receipt of 10 from
the bona file scrateh player who was
pln\w_] on the pins 4 mark, -
Any attempt to standardise hamdicaps
munt of neceesity entail the standardiaa-
tien of coirses and this will be a step in
the right direction.’ In America coursens
wre "stamdardised strietly on distances.
'I‘_he Ladies’ Golf Union atandardise, using
fastance ap the main factor, Lut taking

_ of leading players find this

The Correct Length of Clubs.

- THEADVANTAGES OF A SHORT

o, BHAFT,

To wiate that a driver should be w0
muny inches from the sole to the end of
the grip, and an iron so long, iy not be
correct reasoning, for much depends upon
the gtature and phywsical attributes of
the user.. Moreover, 1 have known play-
ers slanding well over pix feet who play
with whorter clube than & diminutive per.
son of five feet or thereabouts; illdmtrit
veemny to be the wsual thing for a short
person to play with clubs whose lengths
seem more adapted to one of greater
length and reach.., Why this should be 1
have no ides. Obviously, there can be
no standard length, but one can sazy with
rerfect truth that & player should use a
club whose length places it under his con-
trol, and not of & length whereby the
position is reversed. :

1t is a common thing for a player,
when gripping his club, to have a couple
of inches of the grip projecting above hia
handn. T am of opinion that when this
is the case the club cannot feel well-
balanced to the pinyer. 1f it daes, then
the construction of the club ia faulty.
Givert a club longer than we are accus-
tomed to wield, we have that fecling
when at the top of the wwing that we
phall never get it hack, and we have a
menta] vision of n missed shot.

The club is not under our eontrol, and
we unctnsricusly overswing., This can-
not well be avoided, for the inereased
length has increased “the length of the
are.  This can be proved, if proof ia ne-
cewsary, by the simple expedient of tying
a piece of string to the head of the club,
and by the action of the swing drawing
it out of the buli, The louger club will
naturally draw rmore string  But all
this proves nothing. If we take a dozen
players it would probahly he found that
they all possess different notiona ns to
the proper length of clubs, each stating
the length thut suits themn best. A few
yeors ago 1 construeted ‘a srviver the
length of which, from wole to the end of
shaft, was exactly 4 feet 7 inches. Thia
to the arder of a player who, romewhat
of a theorist, was of opinion that the
preater the radius of the swing, the
greater the length of drive. To be in
kerping with the shaft, the head was of
an increased weight.  Bnt the player
had left one important factor out of his
calenlations—that of specd. 1t in gen-
erally agreed that aceuracy and speed
are the two factors resulting in length of
drive; that is to say, if & player can.rely
upon being acenrate, then the speed with
whiel the elub is travelling is all-import.-
ant. T have said “it is generally agroed,”
and be it also understood that timing is
equaily impertant. With Vardon, tim-
ing has been brought to perfection, and
he undoubtedly reiies as much upan this
as oh mere foree. If, therefore, one ecan
alwnys '“‘time” o rtroke, then theoretic-
ally the quicker the swing, the greater
the force of compaet, and consequently
the longer ball. . Theories applicd to gnlf
are invariably upset in_actinl practice,
and, not bring a theorist myself, T have
no wigh to piunge further into the mire,
for Nemesis in the puise of Mr. P. A,
Vuile awaits me. To rteturn fo the' 4
feet 7-inches driver, it was found impos-
sible to swing it at any speed &t all,
calendated to get n decent length, Many
tried it, ineluding my old friend Sandy
Herd, who, if my wmemory serves ne
rightly, suddenly sat down en the tee
at the finish of the swing with a pointed
obaervation regarding the theorist, and
for long the club remained in my shop—a
euriosity to stranpers and the eause of
muchk merriment to membera, Tt might
well be that a club of thie length would,
if used for a few roumds. cure the fault
of overswinging, for to bring it over the
shoulder would upset the equilibrinm of
even a giant amongst men. T am not
sure but what a driver mensuring 42
inches from sole ta end of shaft will be
found the most nseful length for a per-
san of average height. Quite no number
ta be wa,
Playing with Mr. E. A Lassen recently,
T commented upon the length of woaden
cluba that he uses, and expressed the
opinion that shorter anes would suit him
fur better. He tried them with good re-
rulte, finding, a8 I have remarked, that
he ham grenter control, and without the
fenr of overswinging.”

To overAwing: is to deatroy the timing
of n stroke, and, ne timing is most im-
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into mecount the positien nf vross bunkers,
which though objectionable except within
100 yards of the tee, cannct alwxys be
avoided, o : ’
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portant, 8 elub exlculated to prevent this
urnwisek must neevssarily e an advun-
tage~ | have said i another plice that
the brassie should be of eynal length as
the driver. How tThe custom arcse of
makiug the brassia a little shorter, I
have mo knowledge. Wien our bail is
teed, we amre closer to it, and playing
throngh Lhe green farther from it, and
yet the brassie js oflen the shorter club!
There seems no souml reason for thie; in
fact, tie more owe reasous it out, the
more we are inclined to the view that the
length should be reversed. A great num-

ber  of - players nowadays play with a _

braesie alone, both frgm the tee wil
througin the green, The ouly difference
between the chibu is the lotl und the dis-
position of the weight, which, in the case
of the driver, ia belind the club, and in
the bhrassic more at the bhase. This lins
the elfvct of getting the ball upr quicker
Whether the ULrass sobe was mdded for
this reason or for the protectinn of the
bage is “wrupt in mystery.” BRut I am
more inclined to the belief that as the
brassie wak meant for rougher work, the
aole was added te prevent premature
decay. Tt would be intervsting to hear
the opinion of older clubmakers regard-
ing this, and also the reason of the
brussie being the shorter club, a fact thut
daes not wectn based on sonnd reasoning.
The lengths of the various iron clubs do
not call for speeinl enmment, except ihat
they aliould be -in accordance with the
wooden ones.  With “the exception of
direction, the length of the hote does not
enter into our ealenlations when in the
act of driving. It is when we are gazing
at the bhole from any <istance up to 170
yards that we procesd to study the dis-
tant flag, and the traps that surround it,
With the lengths ¢f .our iron clubs the
same prineiple mnust be laid down; they
must he of a length that we can coutrol,
for direction is essential, and without
eontrol directien is bapossible,  You wha
possesa wooden ehnbs of a greater length
than 42 inches give the shorter nnes a
trial, and it may be that you will find.
as 1 have said, that the feeling of confi-
dence  is more pronouneed. Thongh
Jones or Robinson may get awny pood
drives with elulis of 44 inches, that acs
not prove anything in your case. They
might never hiave used shorter ones, miud
their swing is a fixture; or the reach of
their arms might be exceedingly short,
im which case they must perforce use
lnager cluby, but the spectucle of a small
man using a club of 44 incies is one of
those things, once seen, not eaxily for-
golten. Nor is the sight of a 8-font
player bending low over his ball nne whit
Tesw amuwing. (et a driver, grip it at
the cud, il assnme a normal akance.
You will quickly disedver what feels best,
and that is the lenpth that saits you
Best.  To sum up, there is no golden
rule regarding length of elubs, but T eon-
fess to u penchant for any club—wouden
—of 42 inches;

HARRY FULFORD.-

' Miscellaneons.

A Millicoaiie's Course—It s rumanreed
that a new club is to Lieastarvted in the
4 ondon district, the design of whick will
be ta limit the memhership ta 250, and
keep the subscription high. A first-clasa
city conrse, on which vongestion id thus
rendered impossible will be o oongnilicent

thing — for the favonrved 250 who are
mentbera,

Another. Putter Barred —The rules
of the golf committee of the Ruoyal
and  Aneient Club have deelared the
use of the Vaile puatter to he
invalid  uwnder  the  rule  regarding
form and make of clubs. - 1t is

rumoured that the inventer is likely to
contest the decision. Rumour, however,
doea not any how,

A Motor Bet-—On one of the London
eourses, the other day, n match waa
pluyed between two millionaire amateurs
for & stake of two Holls-Royce motor
curs.  The loser is reparted to have re-
mrrked at the finish that he had never
loat £2600 in ¢ pleasanter fushion.

A Bridge Queation—The caddie to the
$olonel] who is badly bunkered: “What
clnly 71l you have here xir?”

The Colenel: " T don’t think I'll have
a club at &ll; Pll have a spade.”

e —

FACUT AND HISTORY.

Jimmy giggled when the teacher read

the story of the Reman who swam
acropd the Tiwer three times  before
breakfoet.

#You don't doubt that, do you Jamen?’

“No, sir,” anawered Jimmy, "but I
wondered why he didn’t make it four
amt get back to the aide his clolbhes wers
ot '

Lk

LAWN TENNIS,
- ROTORUA TENAIS ToU RN AENT,

A large nuniber of pluyers took pard im
the Faater tennia tournameat at Hoto-
rus. Mr Algie, Lhe secretary of the. Ho.
torua Club, had a busy tinge and de
serves credit for the way in which hin
conducted the tournwment. My Ohidon,
of Aucklanil, also gave any assislance
be coubd.  Following s a list of tae
winuners, with the riunners-up, in each of
the competitions:— -

Men's Championship Singles.—iro. El-
bett ¢ Hastinga). Runner-up: L, W, flaw-
kins (Wellington},

‘Ladies’ Clwmpionship  Singrley,— Men

Coopw | Devonport}).  Runnev-up:  Aliss
Barmtow (Remuera). .
Mens Hamdicap Singles.—J. W. Mel-
ville (Rotornn).  Ruonner-up: R, - Fee

{ West Ead, Suckland).

Eadies’ Handicnp Singles.—Mus Cooper
{Devonpoert). Runner-up: Miss Wilkin-
sun  { Elemilton).

Men's Handieap Doubles.—E. Tonks
and K. Duthie  Auckland). Runhers-up:
Ebbett and Hawkine,

Ladies® Handicap  Douljes. — Mra
Coaper and Miss  Harvey (Devoppore):
Ronnecs-up: Mra Kent and Miss Fraled
( Parnell). - :

Combined Handienp Doubles, —Miss
Frater ‘and  P. M. Hanna  (Parnell).
Runners-up: Miss Reid aud Duthie,

~ RHEUMATIC.

J_"— .
Luinedin Woman Tried Doc-
tor's Medicines Without

Success-—Cured by Dr,
Williams’ Pink Piils.

Mra C. M. Gollnr, 1G, [lyflo-street, Done

estlo.  deseribes how D Willlguw'  Flok
Pilly reatored Ler to good hea!th when she
wns both  Aczemie and Rhewatle, Mra

Gollar says:—

1 gramunlly heenme quite Aupemie apd
Rbheumatle, My fiace LDecilie wnxy white,
My gums, the inner soreface of llps and
eyelidy were all very prle. The fluger nnlls
oyt thele uatural rosy pinkness, 1 com-
pletely loat my nppetite. by tongue was
conted with o dirty yellow enbstence. - £
suffered very wueh frown polpitation of the
heart; it was 80 bad I could not slerp far
the bentluy of It. My hnnds and fect were
nlwayn cokl. I auffered nwck frow ehort-
vess of breath, especinlly §f [ wallied about
or «dld any work 1 had n pecullar poise in
wy eard like the buszing of n bee, T uged
to have constunt aud vislent hendachea
all over my bLead. My nunkles aud lnstep
numed ta Awell o 1hal my propls thought [
wan getting dropey. My nerves wele yery
much out of orvder, amd [ had shooting
Rheumatle palus a1l over ny body, aud
nlght mBwenls, which Ihe decter attributed
1o 1he fist syinptos of conatnnptlon. e
attended me for ahout three months, but
his thentient did we no good. I felt nworse
If suything. Oue eveuw!lng [ wie spenhibg
tg my bratherin-law, when he ndvised ine
to by D, Willlamg' Plok Pilla, ae he had
read In p hewApaper of 8plue Cures per-
fovimed by them of shwdlar ecomplrints. [
Bonght two hoxces, varefully read the dires-
tlony pecowponying thewn, aud atorted thele
uwe, and lu about three werka tine I foumd
auch DLenetit fyom them that 1 coutinved

them #1111 hod taken aix boxes, when [
felt pertectly cnred of nll llineas. Before
takivg Dre. Witawe' Mok 'y i T ocat

wmy hawda there would be ng appeainncs of
bluod, aud atier the use of the pille [ could
feel the blood conrsing through my velns
My husbavd and fricutd weee wll surpriaed
ot my cure''

The wecret of $he womderful
Dr. Willlnme' Plak Tlils In fulaling every
clule mode for them s tn the fact fhat
they ore never advertlsed to care auny
enuiplalat they have not ulrepdy cured ln o
ny caken. We can alwinyd furnlah
Rbeolute preof to  mubrtantinte  evers
clalw, Db WHHame'  Fink  L'illa are
yecominended - onty fer eomplninta ilnt
are due ta weak, wotery. bioml or rum
down nerves. 'They are 3/ per box, 8lix
poxes 16/8, from 01l chemlsls and store-
heepers, nnd e Dr. Willlanw' Mediclas
Co. of Aumiralasis, Ltd, Wellugton,

anceeun of
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