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OUR WELLINGTON
LETTER.

WELZLINGTON, Apil 12
A Warning te Wellington.

HAT there is somethbivyg in the
viewn expressed by Ur Matrolm
! McLaren with reference to Wel:
lington's grulngical instavility
eannot, of course, be denied, but whether
Wellington residenta will act on hia ad-
vice ta flee the town in, to say tfie
lcast, doubtfus.  Mr R. Speight, ol the
Canterbury College, was approached on
the subject by & Christeliurch “1'resa” re-
presentative, Mr Speight pointed out
that Wellington's chiel dunger lay in the
reclaimed partious of the city. It was
- moticed in Japam that where earth-
fquakes had token place on made-up land,
the tamapge was very much greater than
it would have Leen if the ground had
Leen nnturably formed.

Mr H., F. Skey, of the Christchurch
Magnetic Observatory, was alsa ankcfl to
give his views on the subject. Mr Skey
explained that, in his opinion, the
earthquake predicted by Dr McLaren
would boe purely local, and would there-
fore nnt affect other parts of the eoun-
try. Mr Skey assurred the reporter t.h_nh
in Lhe event of a more substantinl acis-
mie disturbanee oceurring at Wellington,
the distance beiween the Empire City
and Christchurch was toe great for it
to aflect the southern city to any extent.

From Cify Conncll te Arbitration
Conrt.

Keen disappointment was felt hy more
than one member of the Wellington City
Council at thit body’s refusal to settle
tho vexed gnestion of what is a fuir liv-
ing wage for a Corparation Jabourer.
There have been two sitlings of the con-
ference tlat was set up to scille the
dispute, awnd still the problem remains
wnsolved,  AMr T M. Wilford, whe pre-
sistest at Lhe mecting held at the Town
Hall on Mouday pight, expressed his re-
gret at baving been unsuccessful in hia
eurdeavour to ascertain what 2 fair liv-
ibg wage really way., He lad made ox-
tensive inymiries, and found that there
was such a diversity of spinion a3 to
how much it Lakes Lo keep a house going,
that he was unalle to arrive at a defi-
nite decision. Homwe of the counciliors
openly expressed their disappointment at
My Wilford’s failure to avrvive at a defi-
niticn, and raived objeclions to the chair-
man's suggestion that the labourers
should take the mutter to the Arbitra-
tion Court. With regard to the schedule
{hiat had been drawn up for considera-
tion, a councilor objected to it on the

round that the amoeuut of some of the
tems supposced to he consumed in twalve
nonths was overdrawn. For instance,
it wan not likely that a Tuwily of four
woulid get through twenly-six bettles of
winegar and thirleen pounds of muatard
B year. 1t was peinted niat by the May-
or ihat if it were agreed to pay the lah-
ourers nine shillings per day, they would
liave Lo give the tram conductors the
aume wape, as Lhere could be no  dis-
cerimination,  After a lengthy and fruait-
lesa discussion, it was reaolved to- refer
the matter to the Arbidration Court.

Houslng Parliament.

Mr. . J. Blow, Under-Secretary for
Publie Works, has gent & reply to the
represcatalions of the Architects' [osii-
{site concerning the Parlinment louse
competitions.  ile says the achedutes of
accommodation wers drawn up by par-

© liameniary officers, and the dimensiona
given in a few cases should serve as a
guidde. Tho Govermnent avoided delinile
grouping of rooms, 30 43 wot to hamper
compelitvrs. The same reason is stated
for ihe va, z the size of
Lhe vhambers and publie gallerirs.

There wiil be o change of site. The
olil arlinmentary Buildings will remain,
‘but will ot be used for Parliamentary

- purpnscs, The scale plans will not he
altered, meveral competitors having al-
reuly neula progress on bhe slatod seale,
The Gavernment will be guided by an
wasedsor alld conunitlee as to the exhibi-
tion of designs, bubt competitors may
L] it their own,

No amenidment is contempluled regard-
Ing the enmpetition of Civil servants and
Do extenmion of time can be granted.
Clausea will be inerted in Lhe oonditiona

providing tlat each competitor most oor-
tify that the design is his ows work or
that of assislants under bis supscvision,
No competitor will e awarded mors
Lthun gne premiom, .

The conditions are now being re-
printod,

Disastrons Waterspout at the
Eermadecs.

The iralming alip Amokura returned
last weck frum the Kermadee Islands,
having performed the annual  cruise
round the group for the purposs of
searching fur castawayw, and inspecting
the depots placed im that locality for
the bencfit of shipwrecked mariners,
The departure of the vesscl from Auck-
Innd, which wes somewhai delayed owing
to the presence of scarlet fever amongst
the boya, took place on 30th March, and
the trip has ovcupied 13 days. North-
east and easterly winds prevailed during
the cruise, the outward part ef which
waz considerably protracted by inclement
weather. The vessel brought from Sum-
day I[sland Mrs. and Miss Bell, Messrs,
R. and K_ Bell; also Mr. J. Clatke, who
had visited the islands with a view to
purehase.  The islands are, iherefore,
now uninhabited,  Mrs, Bell, who, with
her two sons, has been living on the is-
land for the past six yeara, experirnced
a moust trying period since last April,
at which time disaster befel them, and
prctically the whols of -their planta-
tions, erops, and houses were demolished
by a heavy waterspout, which cecurred
very suddenly, and without werning,
Just after dark.

The first intimation of anything un-
usual zbonut to happen was a dense
darkness all round the homesiead, the
sky heing black as ink. The first dis-
chavge from the waterspout was aceom-
panied by & few gusts of wind amd
several vivid flashes of lightning. The
downpour increased to such proportions
that it very soom flowed through .the
houses, carrying everything before it.
The unfortunate inkabitants managed to
fimd their way to higher ground with
diflienl{y owing to the large amount of
water under foot, and the dense black-
ness of the night,  After a most trying
time they managed to flnd a place of
refuge, and spent a very anxious hight
midst the sounds of rushing flood waters
anil iliunderons noisea created by the
huge land slips, caused by the fall of
such a beavy volune of waicr. On the
following morning they ventured from
their places of refuge in senrch of any
articles of cemiort or sustenance which
the elements might have left for their
beréfit, only to find that they hud been
rendercd practically homeless and food-
iess.

1t was found that immense quanti-
ties of earth, wlich had teen brought
down by numerous land slips, had de-
wmolished their plantations and crops en-
titely, and which were in many cascs
covered 1o a depth of many fecl with
stones and pomice, which had ban
apread ont in every direction ly ihe
flood waters in itlheir rush through tie
flat on which the houses and crops wére
located. Fencea werp found to have
disappeared underground in places, and
in some instances gmidlies were foTmed
under fences to & depth of perhaps eight
or ten feet, The only remains of the
houses were a few posts indicating their
former logation, whilst the gravel flodra
were replaced with stones and pumice.
The fences having ‘becoms useless en-
abled the cattle to roam at large, and
thus was completed the ruin of any
higher portion of the plantations which
misht not have suifered boyond recogni-
tion by the flond.

The inhabitanta were in sore strails
indved, aa their winler stock, on which
they mainly depended, haj dizappeared.
Their best soil had been covered wilh
pwnice, and they had nathing to sow
for fulute growing. Various excursions,
both long and arduous, were made in
wearch of food, which was very scant in
the winter months. With the advent of
summer, however, thinga assumed a
brighler aspect, and a former neglected
pantation waa visited to procure fruit
when it ripened,

On the day following that an which
the disaster oaccurred, the imhabitants,
baving witnesed the fruits of their la-
Lours for the past siz years demolished
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7 a lew bhours, decided to return to New
Zealaud at the firat opportunily, which
did uot vwur until twelve wanlks later
~—in fat, on the amniversary of ithe dis-
aster, when the Amokura zrrived there.
The ship remuned at Sunday Island for
two d to enuble the Bells to embark.
On visiting varivus parts of the island
it wias found that the loculity of the
homestead had wol beem the caly part
aifected, as i twiaa found that several
slips of land kad taken place, and in eae
case, where had fornerly beem a well
grasied valley, there mow appoared a
Layer of siones and pumice. Judgiag by
the descriplion of the parts visited by
the waterspout, it would serm that it
first vigited the morth side of the jsland,.
thence following a south-westerly conrse
uniil taking its depariure om the west
side of the islund, It was noticed that
the lakes, of which there are four on
the island, were found very high, threo
of the lakes being 12, 8 and 5 feet above
normal, reapectively., Ome erater, usu-
ally dry, had become m Iake having a
depth of nine fret; and did not resumae
ity dry siate for upwards of three
monthsa.

Mrs Bell, whose appearance indicated
thal sbe had undergone a trying ordeal,

stales that the water spout was act in -

any way connected with velcanic action,
Earth tremors, which occur occasionally,
were mot evidemt during the period of
devastation. A period of five days ol
continuous light rain followed the water
spout, after which the weather assumed
its usual conditions.

Fire at Pakuranga,

Another fink with the early days of
Auckland was sevored last week, when
the historie building known ss “Bleak
House,” situated at Pakuranga, was de-
stroyed by fire. The house waa for
many yeary the residence of the late
Hon. Every McLean, at one time acling-
superintendent of the Province and a
member of the Legislative Council, and
his brother (Mr. Robert McLean). It
was built in 1348, at the time when the
first party of Imperial pensioners were
eetiled in the neighbourhood, by the
two broihers.Mclean and their father,
and much difficulty was expericnced in
working the stone used for its walls,
The appliances possessed by the bailders
were few, and much patient labour was
required before it was compleied. The
house had been much added to aw the

- yeara went on, and at the time of its

destruction eoantained some iwenly
rooms. It stood on an eminenace, and
until & thick grove of pines was plaated
around it the appearance it preacoted
was guch as to make its name an appro-
priate one.

Details regarding the fire are meagre,
but it is wnderstood that the building
was occupied by a Mr. Dokerty, who was
outside when the outbreak occurred, and
entered to find the kiichen in Ramen,
Efforta to extinguish ihe fire proved use-
less, and practically none of Mr Doherty’a
fornitere and effects were saved. The
building belonged to the irust estate of
the late Mrs, Robert Melean, and was
insured in the New Zealund office for
£ 500, The glare of the fre was
pfainly to Dbe seen in Auckland, owing
to the eclevation on which the buikling
stood,

Four Maoris Drowned.

Three Maoori girls, danghters of Hori
Thompson, an oli resident, and also a
Maori boy about fifteen, were drowsedl
at the Waiknto Heads last week.

An Antarctic Curiosity.

Several epecimens of ten-legged sea
spiders were obtained by MMr. D. G. Lillie,
biologist of the Terra Nowva during the
vessel’'s recenl anturetic erniso. Al-
thongh they possess bwo more tegs than
erdinary land spiders, they have a very
rpidery appearance. Their bodies are
iong and harrow, measuring about two
inches wnd & half and three inches, and
they have a uniforim Lrownish yellow
colour. Specimens were Girst discovered
by Mr. Hodgson {biolngist of the Iiscov-
ery expedition} in 1902, and his specimens
were regarded ms quite a zoological feu-
ture of Captain Seoit’s first exprdilion.
The exnet position of these creatures in
the worlds fauna has not besn (efinitely
deteemined yet, but their relationship in
the archnida — & class which includea
upiders, scorpions and mites—hns been
evtallished, Mr, Lillie has a great &
of bottles with preserved specimens ai
the Canterbury museum. They ars all
zoolagionl specimenn, and they will_ be
sent to experis in the Qldl Conntry, who

will deacribe them and work ont theln
aflinitiea t{o snimaly already desaribed
and classilied.  Beveral yearg wiTl be oo
capiod in the work. At the present tima
it ts lavgely 2 muttsr of colectay and
moting jacta. Later on, when knowledga
®1 marine animals in the Antarctic sean
s more cxteusive, geneyalisations and
theories will o made, and some idea wilk
be oblaimed of the relationship between
the amimals that live in ihe walers of
the northerm aud ihe southern hemi-
spheres. Up io the present the Beuth
Pacific Oceam has' been neglected in red
gurd to these invesiigations, aud there is
#lmost & virgin field for research.

Trade Fresprots With Canada.

“¥ Snd in the Bouth n growing interssl
in OCanadinn efisirs, and 1 formed the im.
pression that there will be a much largeo
tuminess ‘between Canada snd New Zens
land m the fnture” said Mr, W. A
Beddoe, CTanadian Trade Commnimwioner,
who laat week retumed to Auckland,

“after a Yortnight's tour of the Seuth,
“during  which  he

visited Wellington,
Lhristchureh, and Dunedin. - i

Mr. Beddoe, speaking to a “&tar ¥ res
presentative lost week, suid he wemt
down as far as Donedin for the purposd
of muking himae!lf acquainted with South
1sland affuirs. During his visit he had
ihe pleasure of addressing gaiberings af
the Uhristchureh and Dunedin Chambers
of Commerce, when he spoks generally on
the prospects of New Zealand tvade re<
tations with Canada. He foumd, fromy
observation and informatlon supplied,
that business had made considerablg exa
pansion during the last year from the
previous year, and he found the commer.
cinl world intemsely inlerested in Cana-
dian affairs, and anxious to eslublisix
closct comanercial relations,

Referring to his reception in the Southt,
Mr. Boddoe said he could not speak too
highly of the kindoess exterded to hiag
as the representative of the Canadiamg
Govermament in every city he visiled durs
ing his absence. The bvsiness men he
saw all expressed gratifieation at the
action of the Canadian Government in
sending out a representative to New Zea-
iand, and they considered Buch actiod
would undoubtedly lead to a very subd
stantial expansion of trade with Canada
They realised that the Canndian Governs
ment were taking an interest in New
Zealand, and o representative of a pers
marcnt character gave them someond
to whom they eould go for anihoritative,
statements in regard to Canada, -

The prospects dewn Canterbury and
Clugn, continued Mr. Beddoe, were good
although now, in the fatter distriet, -
ers were complaining  symewha 4
dronght. This was evident in some pa.rzs'
of the couniry, where the grass looked
very dry.

Hone Heke Memorial.

Large numbers of natives and Furo«
penns flocked to Kaijkohe last week to wits
ness the unveiling of the monument ta
Hone Jleke, for which elaborate preparas
tions had been made. ’

After Tuncheon the Acling Prime Minisd
ter and his parly were accompanied ta
the memorial stone by 2000 Maoris, and
their arrival on the seeme was heralded
by fusilades of muskeiry from the hillg
adjoining. On arrival at the monumenty
which i4 in the form of an obelizk, an
interesling ceremony, in whirh two clergy«
men took part, was held, The ceremonyﬂ
of Taingakawa was earried out hy repre«
sentative chicftains of - the Northerw
tribes, after which the combined Maori
choirs sang & hymn. : {:

Mr. Carroll, in wunveiling the monuv
ment, spoke eloguently of the virtwes of
ihe decensed Hone Heke. .

The Hon. W. C. T. Carncroas also spokd
of his admiration for his dead friend.

Wi Rikihana, on behalf of the Northern
tribes, made presents to Mr. Carroll and
the Southern Maori visitors of valnabld
mata and meres with which the cbelisk'
had been decorated. - Ty

After the State wonument had been
naveiled the party went to the Kaikoho
Clhurch burial ground, where a memorialk
sione erccted by Lhe relatives of the des
ceased wus also unveiled by Mr. Carroll, !

THE LAND DIFFICULTY, - 'V

In the morning & meeting of the asseni+
bledd tribes waos held, whem n serieg of
pelitiona were presenied by Tir. Te Rangls
hirna, on behali of the Northern natived,
to the Hen. Mr. Curroll. The principal
roquests were that a special mecting of
the Native Land- Board should be held
to individualise titles, and that the sumi
of £2000 should bs madd available mwoder
ths Advances to Bettlers Act. .

Mr, Carroll informed the patives thaf




