Topics of the Day. |

By Our London Correapondent.

THE " VOTES FOR WOMEN "
: BILL,

TONDON, February 10.
HAT is the cutleok fur Women's
Suffrage in  the coming
grasion? The Suflfragettes have
their  bill ready-the mnew
Concilintion Bill—and Mr E. A. Gould-
ing, ML for Worcester, has secured the
second place in the ballot on behulf of
their bill. But by an exercise of ita
putoeratic power the Cabinet has appro-
pristed to its own use all the usual pri-
yate members’ days up to Easter. The
result is that mo opportunity will be
available before Easter for the second
reading of the Woman Suffrege Bill, nor
for the discussion of & motion asking
that time shall be given during the pre-
pexmt seasion for all stages of & Woman
Buffrage measure. After Euster—unlesa
ihe Government make a fresh onslaught
on private members’ duys—there will be
certnin Fridays aveilable for bills in-
troduced by private metbers, and also
certain other days for motions, Mr
{ioulding has given notice to take ona of
these Fridays, either April 28th or May

&th, for the secand reading of the bill.

Heveral important alterations have
been made in the bill since it was befora
the House last yeir. Ita title will be
general:—*A Hilt to confer the Parlia-
meniary Franchise on Wormen,” so that
smendments may be freely moved. The
inability to aceept amendments ruiped
the bLill's chanves last year, The amend-
men which Mr Shackleton put down
to the second clause last peasion will be
incorporated this year in its text. One
further change ihe suffragettes have de-
cided to make. They will omit the
[£10 occupation qualification, leaving the
household gualification only. The change
is quite insignificant from the Suffragist
standpoint, but it is impartant to the
politician. It will render impossible
the manufacture of faggot votes. It will
give m vote to every woman, rich or
poor, who is the head of her house and
the mistress of her own affuirs—to every
woman who i3 the tenant and inhabitant
even of one room over which she can
prove that she haa full control.

The Suftragettes consider that the
new Honse is slightly more favourabla
to them thau the last, and they seem op-
- timistie about their bLill. “The outlook,”
raya Mr Il X, Brailsferd in “Vates for
Women,” “has never been so bright nor
the rate of progress so rapid.”

REBUILDING ENGLAND.

Chme of the best siyng that the 04
Crouniry i not deeadent, as covk-sure
eritics have been too ready to declire, is
the growth of the town-planning move-
ment.  The jnerensing demrand for heaith,
beauty, spaviousness and dignity in cor-
porate lile is an indieation that the na-
tion is awakening to a sense of 1Ls poss

gthilities, The Town Dlanning Confer-
ence and Pabibition opened in Cliel-ea
this week indecd, a most hopefnl sign

of the tines

Prominent amone the leaders of Lh's
preat movement is the Right Hon. Juhn
Duyus, Mis addresa to the confersuen
Was o niest inspiriting performance, toll
of liope for the future. e polnted out
the dangers of delay in his own vivid
way. “I[ we g0 on as we have heen
doiny,” le sail, "in filty years’ time
there will br nothing but an elongated
slum fram Lancaster to Rusby.? The
danger of this calamity will Le better
Tealised when I tell you that every filteen
yenrs 500000 ncres of land is converted
froen agricultnral nnd roval laad ioto fac-
torics, workshops and similar buildings.
It mizht boe described as the march of
Ugliness over a fair conntry, Town
planning cannot resist the advance of
indn-try, bt it ean direct it proyress
nad beudily ite aspect.

Though Faglunl 14 awakening late in
the day--flermuny and other places are
years ARhead in this matter—the town-
plannine movrment i< now & vigorous
nnd healthy infant. Mr. Tlurna, ns Pre-
eidient of the Laenl Giovermnmient Homwf,
haw just appraved the promotion of one
lazge acheme, and in holiting eiblie m-
quiries on two olher s-licies, involving &
tokn]l arra of nn less than 10000 arrea,
Moreaver, thirty ar forty urhan aulbori.
tian ars eonuidering the promntion of
tavwn-planning achemes, Fyven (e Rack
Country, which Uglinens has hitheria,

claimed for its own, shows signs of want.
ing to use the Town Planning Aot Bir-
niingbam, the unlovely has also received
sanction for a schema to howmse 180,000
people in 2400 acres of garden city. Ruis-
lip and Northwood, to the North of Lon-
don, are setting aside 6000 acres for &
like purpase.

In London itself we have evidence of
lLe town-planning spirit in the proposal
to move Charing Cross station to the
south side of the river, avd build in its
place & grand approach to TFrafalgar
Square, and a new bridge over the
Thames, Grester still is the schemo re-
conmmended to-day h‘_yf the London Traffic
branch of the Board of Trade to spend £20-
000,100 in eomatructing 100 miles of new
noads inte and through Londen, to eap2
with the enormons growth of the trafie.
" Every miilion ppent at the pressnt time
would be a good investment,” they de-
clare.

The main feature of this London s-heme
is the creation ot four gront avenues,
each 100 {t. wide, viz,

Eastern Avenue, 13 miles, from Hack-
ney to Romford,

Western Avenue, 13 miles, from Pad-
dington via Hanwell to Uzbridge.

=Yon Ynew™ hs continuved, “H was

some baH-dozeén deaths in Buffolk that-
waketed ue up to the danger.. Yet, 1m-

the 10 years, 1808 to 1907, the plague
killed upwards of five million persons m
our Indiam dependeney.”

Bir Jumes laid all this to the discredit
of the rat, and declared that the plague
pest which the rodent is the meams of
disseminating conld be identitied as eer-
tainly and a8 thoroughly ms & bhuman
criminal by his finger-prints.

“i plead,” he maid, “for the entire ex-
termination of the rat. Bome zay he may
be a blessing in disguise, wnd that it may
be danmercus to interfere with or disturb
the balance of nature. Bui I kmow of
no useful work of any kind that the
tat does. He 18 w danperous eriminal,
Show him no mercyt! Exterminate him
as fast as possibiel

Besides disseminating typhoid fever,
diphihkeria, sand other maladies, he is a
wholesale depredator, causing loss to ali
classes of the community.”

The famous physicien thew proceeded
to give a few particulars of sscertained
losses to poultry farmers, millers, scap-
makers, leather merchonts, and others
through rat brigandage, and wound up
by declarimg that he considered that the
calenlations made  that rats  did
£ 13,040,000 worth  of damaje every
year in the United Kingdom well with'n
the mark. That estitnate wos Dbased

upen the assumption that theve was only
une rat for evergaucre,

and that for

waintenanee and damage each rat repre-

THE SIRENS OF THE SKY.

Chertsey-road, 10 miles, from Knights-
bridge to Chertsey.

Nurth Cirenlar Road, 18 miles, from
Tveniford, via leadon and Horusey, to
Tottenhawmn.

Te maintain and ligut the new roads
would add to the ratrs 2 sum of £70,600
a year, but against this must be set the
millions last every year by traflic delays.
Largr aa Lhe expense must be, the cost
of inaclion ia also very heavy. Besides,
1he work will have to Le done soener of
iater, and the cexperts ray that if the
seheme is put off for eight yenrs the cost
will probably be doubled.

DEATH TO THE RAT,

The first Teal step in the oft-proposed
campaiga of exterminntion against the
harmful und unnecessary rat in the Old
Country was taken in the Couneil Ubham-
Ler of the Guildhall yesterday.

There, under the presidency of the
Lord Mayur, was gathered & council of
death. There were scientists, health ex-
perta, doctera, farmers, millers, silk mer-
vera, furriers, wnd all manner of busi-
news men, und they wll clamoured for the
bloul of every rat in tlhe laadl.  Not m
single vuies wis raised in the rodent's
favawr.  All eundemned Lim fur a rapa-
cious brigand, und an alien umlesirable
of the worst type; fnid he cost the coun-
try fifteen million pounds per nnnwn,
nid declared Lim to be the most prolilie
parveyor of disense.

Chirf couneel for the presecition was
Sir James Crichton Browne, whose ter-
rible indictment of the rat contained
many connts, which he enumerated one
by emc. “Sn long an there im a rat
wmnug us there is aure te he inenlenlahle
damage to property aml prave risk ta
bealth® he sald, by way of iniroduction

-urgent

sented only one farthing per day. This
SEEMs 4 YErY modest  estimate, sering
that in ore week rats in a silk mer--

chant’s wurchouse did damage to ths
extent of £80, and that u finrier pre-
sent at the meeting deelarvéd that ha
thought himself Jucky to escape at L1l a
week, for damage done by rats to skins,
whilst the manager of a soap factory
put down his lirm's less through rats at
£300 a year, aud a miflewner reckoned
hig sack dammage alone at aver L1100 a
year.

After hearing the evidence agaimst the
rat, the Court uaanimwusly prohounved
sentenee of death, and deuvided to make
representations to the Govern-
ment to appeint a Hoyal Comuission to
find out the beat way to get rid of all
the rats in tle couutry. 1t was also
decided to wuuke w public appeal for
frivnds to carry on a national war of ex-
termmation against rats.

FOOD TAXES QOVYERBOARD,

“It 18 pot too much te say, there
fore, that the so-eulled ‘bread fax’ is
extinguisled delintiely and fually™
w=Duily Mail” |
The "Dully Mail™ is at the head of a
stompede of taviff reformers on the ques-
tion of Imperial preference, That journal
sees in the proposed Ameriemn-Canadinn
reeiprocity agrvement the death-blow ta
Imnpertal preference. of which Canada,
with its wheat supplies, waa the cormer-
stone.  With dranatic suddenmess the
"Mail" hus thrown everboard the pro-
poaat to tax food supplien, amd it wow
makes wn pecred of its relief st getting
rid of this unpnpular doctrine.

-The “clection eorrespondent” of the
“Dinily Mail” analyses in au interesting
article the efect of the "“dear loal” ary
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on the fortunes of the Unionist party,
“It han been the chief [actor in every
Rudival syccess since tariff reform haw
been the politica? insue,” Xts efectivenesy
has been ummnistakable and universal
Everywhere it has fiiled the minds of thJ
poor. "It has exncerbated English polia
tics enormously, has set the classen in
opposition to one another has embitiered
all the ald hostilities of master and manj
of landowner and cottager, of farmer and
labourer, of ehurch and chapel, and hag
infurinted the womeakind of the working
clagses to & degree ynremembered i
political histary. It has caused stoues to
be thrown, insults and execrations to be-
flung, viclenee of deed ond word to ba
employed s they have not been since the
flevce old duys of the fight for popular
liberties.”

This election expert declares that the
foud-tax question has been responsible for
most of the bitterness shown in the large
towns over the House of Lords comiro~
versy. “Tle Lords want to tax our food;)
down with the House of Lords,” has beexy
the cry. The supremacy of the navy, he
says, would hardly be in debate if it wers
not that the people are told their food
is to be taxed to pay for it. Tmp almost
every poor working-class Touschold fhg!'a
has been one politicianm whose attention
no argument could turn from the eons
pideration of the cost of the Joaf-—the
wife and mother, Women have been an
immnense factor in resisting the taxation
of food. i

Al this from a tariff reform paper i8
remarkably frank confession. Naturally,
the freetraders welcome it with delight.
The more protectionist journals de mof
follow the lead of the *Mail,” but it is
plain that dissension is rending the ranks
of the tariff reform party, and they are
beginning te ppeak With many vomees,
mostly agitated. The result of the pre-
posed reciprocity ag_reement. upon the
party has been cornfusion znd dismay.

-

“ GRENFELL OF LABRADOR.”

Sir Yrnest Shackleton teok thg chaig
at a very interesting leeture glven at
Queen’s Hall this week by “Grenfell of
YT.abrador.” Dr. Greafell, CM.G, is the
medical missionary who looks after the
welfare of the 30,000 deep-sea fishermen
and ihe 4000 inhabitamts of desolate
Labrador. For twenty years he has_h_een
to them preacher, lLeacher, physician,
surgeon, magistrate, policeman, na.wga:
tor, pilot, charity commissionez, CTphans
guardian, grand almoner for the wholg
864 . wreck investigator, cartos
grapher, Tescuer of imperilled seamen,
and salvager of stranded eraft, He has
been, in fact, to quote the words of &
critical ohserver of his works aml days,
#a perambulating Providence to every
man whose livelillood is secured oun thaf
lonely desolate seaboard.” .

Yt wil be inferred from this summary
of his activities that 1r, Grenfell ia a
remarkable man, and so indeed he ia.
a{iive a nran 4 block of stone,” said Ros-
kin, “and let him oarve his wlhole soul
into it® ‘That is what Greofell bas
done with Labrador.  To-day, thanks
chicfty to him, there are four . hospitals
along the conat,and a hospital ship which
is also a flonting ehurch and a sea-going
eonrthouse. Fe has equipped his ship
and his hospitals with wireless telegra-
pliy. w0 that he can always e in toweh
wilh the work when cruising aleng the
roast. At his own risk he has started
er-operttive stores in gvder to lessen
the eost of living in that poverty-stricken
region, thus providing a remedy against
the cxtortionate dewands of the private
traders in fond and elething. Against
liyunr, the curse of the coast, he has
waged unvelenting warfare, and thanks
to hia efforts there is to-day no placa
in Labrador where liquor can be eold
lawfally, ami the grogshop has bee
virtually abolished. By encouraging the
visits of American tourista, he has added
consileratly to the ipeeme of the reals
denta. le has solved the iruusporta~
tion probiem by mtroducing a herd of
106 Lapland reindeer which are intended
to take the place of the dogs—the ouly,
heasts of Larrden in the Peninsuia. Dr.
irenfell rays there is room for at lewsh
three million reindeer, and that they
would create for the natives severmt
branches of industry.

Dr. Grenfeil’s theology la sumnrred up
in his own saying that “God seckes, may]
needn, cur co-operation and ouy help in
the deadly struggle with the forees of
evil” For the rest, he is muck in b
with his many-sided life of inmumerabl
hardships, and the fascinetion of the
wilderncas holds him #n ¥ hokds so mamy
of the Labrador fishermen, who invark
wbly return to their huta fn this or thel
“hole in the wal¥’ [m geanite sen-wa'¥
1100 miles It Temsth facing Newfoumds.
land}, efte® working for Mg wages
Canada or the Unlted States, =



