Goversment Experimental Farma

At the mecting of the executive of

the FKarmernd Union on  Thursday
the following motion, maved by
Major Lusk, was carried: “7That the

Auckland Farmers’ Unzon desire respect-
fully to axsure the Coverrrment that the
favmern of this provineial district are
reriously hampered through the scarcity
of wkilled agrienltural lubour, and are

most anxious to secire the help of the .

Government in subsidising the shipping
eompunies ta the extent of £7, an form-
etly granted, and urgently requeat the
tGiovernment 1o reconwider their resalu-
tion not te assist hy granting reduced
farew” The Uovermment’ experimental
farmu catme it for vome adverse eriticism,
and the following metion was  carried,
*“That the union forward to, the other
provincisl executives for their opinions,
#3 to whethor & commission of recognised
practical farmers to iaquire into the
nutangemient awl practicn]l benetits de-
rived from the Government experiinental
fariny should not Le set up. The mo-
tion will be ment to the various pro-
vineial executives, and will come forward
ab the mext animal conference of farm-
Rea’ Unions e an Auckland remit.

A Big Work,

The: Hon. R, MceKenzie, Miniater - for
Pullbe Work+, on Wellneullv turned the
Hiut seif in connection with the drainnge
of the R.uu.lt.nkz and Tarawera awamps,
Yegistutinn llu-.\lmg with which was put
through last session.  The whole work
iv estimatesd to cosat £ 50,000, The esti-
mitted expesditure on ile two gubdivi-
sy Balaners as nearly as possible, that

for Taruwera heing £25100, and for
Rang i 200, The ‘main work on
the Tarawera Hiver wul cost £11,400,
nnd the hig outlet for the Rangilaiki
River is estimated to cost £11,500. The

ing out the old dvning is
now in prygress, aml machinery has been
prrelased for dicdging the new cuts, and
Wil be erectel alnost iminediately.

Cottags - Koq)itnll. .

For some time past the Waitrinata
Chamber of Commeree han discussed the
question of a4 hospital for the Waitewata
district, amt with n view to furthering
the matter, a deputation recently waited
on Dr. Valintine pnd urged’ upon him
the necessity of securing n' site in the
dintrict at an eavly date. At the meeting
of the Chamber on Thursday evening, the
trputation veparted that Pr. Yalintine
wolthl visit the district when he returns

tn Avckland, with a view to inspecling
maitable diteq, . .
Dr. W. i, Guinness {who represenis

the (listrict on the losp:stal and Chavit-
ahle Aidl Boanl}, nt the invitation of the
hamber, eutiined Dr. Valintine’s hoapi-
tal weheme.  He stafed that the scheme
win o genernl ene for the whole coleny,
and proviilled for collape houpitals in the
onter dhistricts, with a vesndent nurse,
Tn tle event of an accilent in the out-
bying districts, the patient wonld ke
taken to the cottage hospital, where he
weithl receive first aid aml be eared for
until able to be -moved - Lo the main hos-
pital, The mttagv howpitals were prim-
arily  receiving  bries.  Dr. Gmnness
puinted ent that the Board had abont 100
merew in Lhe Northenote district, but the
deputation hal stuted that the position
witk uneuitable fuy a hospital, He strong-
Iy fuvoured I, Valintines pelicy, and
folt  the pownibilily of getting a main
hanpitad for the Waitemntn distr ict very
remote,  Wihen Ur. Valinting's scheme
wasn in eperation he felt wure the Waite-
mita district woall receive ita whare of
atlentims, nnd he expeeted the fiest cot-
tage hospital to be erected in the Wade
dintrict.

After general disenssiun, the Clhninber
deeidey] 1o eall topether w drputation to
whit npon Tar, Vaulintine, whwn Tie ngain
Aucklund, for the purpose of re-
questing hin tu vinit the district and in-
wprot wnitable sites for a hospital.  $v.
Ginimens wior Tequested to arcange “Mor
e depulation,

Belf Help.

vinils

The Ceneral Tabaurers” Unian, nnmer-
irally one of the lrpest unions ul vily
wiwkem, i to nuve submitted tu it A
 for the extblishment of & lbene-

fund  (rave & Lelegran from
Christehurehy The weheme, which has
boeon drawn up by the seceetary (e A,

Piutemon). has been dincuwwed by The
ecxeeutive, which han referred it lo =
girperal mecting of the membem, It is
propascd  that  on the  date  the

fund ia  established 33 13  por caul
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dit 50 per cent! of the wurplua fund on
the half-year's working shall be trans-
ferred. """ In addition, all fines inticted
on 'members are to be paid into the bene-
volent fund, ‘whicli' is to be further supu-
mented by  veoluniary subscriptions,
profita from socials and entertainments,
and by levies, the haat ;nenhom.-d not to
exceed 1/ per niember in any one quar-
ter.  The objecta of the fund are” to
grant ‘gamistance to members in distress-
el circumstancen, through sickness, acci-
dent, or unempleoyment, or to pay mem-
bers' contributions when unemployed, No
benefit is to acerue to any member whose
illnems or mceillent arises from intoxive-
tion or from the exceusive use of aleod-
hoiic liguors. 7The funds are to be man-
aged by a committee of five members, in
addition to the president and secretary,

An MP. Attacked.

Some excitement was caused in Queen-
gtreet last Wednesday, when an angry
Maori wahine made a vigorous attack
upon Mr. Henare Kaibau, M.P., outside
the office’ where Messrs. Kailas and
Mahuta have now established thémrelves
as land ageats. A crowd of at least a
couple of butidred people gathered in ‘a
few minutes, and witnessed Mr. Kaihaa's
chastizement. The irate luly made a
vigorous onslaught with her flaty, and
vained a shower of blows en the burly
native member.  These he stood, unre-
sistingly for a litlle whiie, and then
vatching his assnilant by the wrists
held her in a grip from which she could
not eseape, Not to he daunted, the
wihine threw herself on the ground, and
began to use her feet, whereupon Mr.
Kaihau's modesty was doubtless over-
come. Al any rate, he released hia lLold,
and bheat a bLasty retveat up the sireet.
The wahizne was quickly on his tracks,
and pulled from her lat a fermidable-
locking hatpin.  Shrilly, denouncing the
member for. Western Maori, she set out
in purauit, followed by A big crowd. The
opportune arrival of a policeman at this
atage put - a finish to the proceedings
just as they appeared Likely to dcve]op
into woniething exciting. -

B

" The Fine Arts,

In opening the annual exhjbition of the
Canterbury Society of Arts on Thursday
the president (Mr. Willinm Reece) spoke
on wevernl points of interest. Tne pue-
tures this year, he paid, showed a marked
average udvanve over previeus years, and
there were a great nuwber of works of
real mevit and of a size which «hould
make them muweh soupht after, and in
this connection it could scarcely be said,
an of old, that it was better tc buy &
commnercial reproduction than the work
of the local artists. Whilst they recog-
nised the iniprovement generally, e hoped
to see fre kmp the leading artists dp\plup
greater ingenuity aml more andacity 'in
the ponception and composition of their
pictures. It might be clnimed that they
hail not the some materials in' the new
warld nu in the okl to inspire the painter’s
art, but they had homan nature, history,
and marvellous landscape, and landscape
appeared to be the expression of modern
art.  Here, surely; might be found inex-
haustible material nnd inapiration, but it
had been paid that to see the wonderful
lights in “open uir” painting, new so
much in vogue, the artist must “look
hard and paint what he sees, not kee what
he pnjuts_” Al there was no doubt, alsa,
that in the moodn of nature the puinter
muat paint the emotional experiencea of
his awn konl. He hioped that in time they
woulit have other brasclies of fine art
better |l‘])l'|-~mulnﬂ at the exhibitions, such
as senlptore, architeeture, and art as ap-
plicd to indust With vegurd to the
¥ vrs of the woeiely, there was caune
for satisfaction, but they had arvivel at
thie atage when they shonhit eonsider a for-
ward policy in the way of creating grenter
public interest in the fine arts generally.
They had a Targe number of members, but
not lavge enongh for o city nf the size
of Chalutchurel ; they lad n very eredi
able nuckus cf R permanent  gallervy,
wlhivh they mu<t strive to improve and
fidaee the public to mnke greater uue of.

Linnor in the Kainga.

Tuumarunui, or the white portion of
it, whivh is wow much the predominant
segment of the circle, is ablase with in-
Aignation and a gerieral rense under the
waisleout’ that can” only’ fnd expression
in wordw unprintable dnil explonive.  Ahd
the word "Kai |g.t" in the big contsibutor,
for onder the wiatirtes thin growing King

union fund €5 the beneyvolent fund, and - :
that st cach subwequent half- yenrly [UC
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On !he eve o! his dcpunum tor Norl',h-
cote, Conutable Flavell, of Waikino, was
the recipient of a useful travelllng bag
from the police of Waiki sub-diatrict, as &
mark of the esteem in which he is heid
by then

Mr. George Totman, of Aue}(lnnd Teft
oh Fuesddy for Wellington  in order
to ‘catel -the Shaw-Havill steamer Cor-
inthie, &n route to Lendon. Mr Totman
will be® away about 12 months on busi-
ness and plea-sure combined.

Mr G, I‘lsch, in answer to & lnrge de-
putation, has sgreed to atand agm- for
the New Plymouth mayorali

‘A very old resi]ent of Avckiand pn&!t‘d
away last week in the person of Mr, Jaa,
Taylor. The deceased, whio was 95 years
of age at the time of his death, carried
on business in Queen-street as an en-
graver for many years, and waa held in
very high esteem. He s survived by
three sony, and a numbér of grandehild-
ren and great-grandchildren, "his wife,
two daughters, and four sons having pre-
deceased him.

Mr and Mrs J Hooper of Hamilten,

left by the \To]dnvln laut week, en mme

to Englaad,

Mr Kerr Clark, late private sccretary
to His' Excelleney the Governor, lelt by
ithe Molduvia, en route to Leomdon,

Adniral Sir William Kennady, an Eng-
lish visitor to the Ilominion, after a
three months' visit, Jeft by the Moldav:a
last week,

Mr K. E. Williams, manager of the
Waihi mine, left by the Moldavia ~en
route to London, to spend a six months’
vacation.

Mr. (Quy Haskins, middle-distance run-
ner of Christchureh, whe goes Home to
represent the Donminjon at the Empide
Sports KFestival, left by the Moldavia
last week. '

Mrs, . Lomax, wife of Mayor Lemax,
of Wanganui, amd Mw and Mws J,
Mtevenson and Miss Slevenson were
bocked by the Moldavin last week. They
intend visiting England to witness the
Coronation.

Protessor T. W. Hunter has been elsct-
ed chairruan of the Victorin College
Profeasorial Board for the current year

At s wpecial meeting of the Auckland
Haupital Board last week Mr, T Cope-
land Savage was re-elected an honorary
surgeon for the ensuing three yems Dy
Roberton was elected honormy hysiciam,
and Dr. A, Clark honorary rndl_ogmpher.

(,uunhy tcwnshlp on the Mam Trunk
line s @ Maori village, despite the fact
that at the present time its population
of 1300 odd soyls s moutly European. And
the statutes, although alterable by legis-
lation,” may, while in force, be just as
oppressive ay were some of the laws of
the Medes ‘amd Persians, - - Meanwhile,
every townsman and visitor wheo walka
about its streetd with s flask of the
“creathur” jn his pockel is lmble to be
“run in” aad ingeribed on the roll of male-
factora far all time. Bome interesting
fadls concerning the present position and
attendant anomalies came out before the
magistrate who presided: at the heaving
of the test case this weel concerning
the introduction of liquor into the kai-
nga. M was urged that a pkuwce in which
threefourths or more of the population
was European could no longer be elassi-.
fied as a Maori kainga, but the magis-
tmte agreed with-the prosecution .tihat
se long as the boundaries of the kminga
had beem duly defined by the Macri Dis-
iriet Couneil, approved by the Governor,
and garetted, he wan bound to accept
that definition as accurately defining the
limits of khe kainga. The place had
been gazetted o kainga before Furopean
settierment began there, and they must
be deemed to have knrewn the restrictions
at the time they settled in the kainga.

A petitinn has already Denn circulated
and largely signed, Tequesting the Gov-
ermment either to abolish tho kainga
restrictiona  altogether in, Tauvmarunui,
or to limit them to the one end of the
township which in principally occupied by
the Maorie. The grievanee of the white
population of Taumarunui is that they
Kee 0 reason why they should be treated
ditfervently froam Te Kuiti, which is alve
a Dorongh, but which, though contain-
ing mare Maori inlabitamts than Tau-
nucrunnd, has never been declared a kai-
nga. The mmomaly of the posikion i
that in the northern amd western half
of Lthe settlement of Tawinatunii, rainely,
in Rongaroa, there are’ noe restreetions
about inltroducing liquor—ilie wmilway
fence heing the boundary, with thé ex-
traerbinary conbequence that 'if a mam
ia found driik on "lhe eastern side of
the nwin road he in lalle to ' fine of
€10 or a moenth’a imprisonment,” bnt
if' he is on the wewterm edge of the road
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Mr. Bavage was granted wofx mUhthg"
Jeave . of ubsence to enuble hm o nlil
.Englu.nd C e e

Alr Robert Mi“l]’ of Aurklnnd hl beenr
lppomted Vice-Counnel] for Norway. L

Mr J. L Walker, & member of . tha
ngl College Cadets Corps,” who  bham
been gazetted subaltern in the -Royal
Warwickshira Regiment, left last..week
for India where his regiment is stationed..

Captain Makgill Maittand; late A.D.Cy
to hin Excellency the (.overnor, left Wel-
lington. for Sydney by Friday's steam-
er on his return to England via lelll
and Siberia.

Mr James Areher of I\npler, and for
merly of Auckland, hus been appointed
to the position of town clerk and engi:
neer to ihe borough of Masterton. There
‘were. 78 apphcanta

Mr. W, b, Dingle, who hag heen choits
maater and orgonint at Holy Trinity
Chureh, Lyttalton, and whe is about to
leave for Auckland, received a presend
of & set of hair brurhes from the. choir
a8 A tnken of esteem. .

Mr D. H. Holloway, late Deputy Regintrs
ar of Deeds and Assiatant T.and Registrar
at Auckland, was last week presented by
his brother ofticers with a gold watch,
suitakly ins¢ribed, as a token of regard
on the occasion of his retirement from. -
the .public service, .The registrar (Mr
Hall) made the presentation, and voiced
ilie high esteem in which the recipientl
was held by his brother officers, and his
own appreciation of Mr Holloway’s faith-
ful and conscientioun attention to his.
dntiea during a long term of office.

A feeling of painful eurprise wag
created in Anckland on Friday when it
bemame knowa that-Mr. Danalil Smith,
seeretary of the Auekland Club, had. died
suddenly in Sydney, and was buried on
Thuraday. Mr Smith, who had been suffe
some trouble with hiseyes, left ona holl-
day trip to Sydney about a fortmight
ago, bub though he had complained of
pain in the direction memtioned, none of
his friemds anticipated anything serious,
or entertained any feirs for his generad
healtl, Mr, Smith, who was appointed
secretary of the Aurklind Cilub nearly,
two years since, had held a aimilar posi-
tion in the Auytralian Club, Mydney.” He
waa a qitiet, but kindly, counteous gentle-
man, whose sudden death is much des
p]orad by miembers of the Club and gitl=
zens whe knew Ixm.

The Rev. and Mrs. R'llne auu thein
daughter left for Sydney by the Wun—
Wlmmara on Monday. -

' Mr. and Mra. F. Stecie, of Cheltenham
wire pawsengeta by the Wmlmcm o
mera pu Monday.

he can only be treated as un m'dmm'yI
firat offender.

in wview of the fact that the exmtence
of the kainga is being upheld, at  alb
events - far the pewrposes of ‘the Penad
Law concerning = the introduction of
liguor, there may presently arise several
very intereating positions regarding the
confliet of the powérs given to the Bor-
ough Council under the Munivipal Cof-
porations Act aod the powevs veated im
the Maori Couneil under the various
Maori Councils Aeta, particularly . re-
garding  sanitation. One " namewhat
curious” position, and mnot Wwithout its
humorous side, is that the bmou"h ‘col-
lects the dog tax from }Lumpaang and
the Maori District” Council collects it
from Macris, As the European dog ia
taxed at 10/ per head and the Maori
huri at half-a-crown, it is not diffieult
to underatand that mest of the dogs ate
registered “as having ~Mnaori ‘owners,
Again, whereas the European local
fathera have no judicial fusietidns what-
ever, the Maori patriarchs can inflick
fines for all manner of offenves, includ-
ing ‘breaches of the anti-amoking laws,

billiard-room laws, liquor introduction
laws, and a number of other misde-
meancurs. It ean be understood what

a trial the climate of Tauwmarunui i
to the Furcpean citizen, who perforce
must stand in strictest sobriety on the
main read and see his fellow-townsman
enjoy himself without ‘restvaiat but &
few yards distant.

Moreaver, the citizena of the horough
of Tuumarunui, who renile in the Rone
garoa portien of the town, and are en-
titled to intreduce liyuer into _theie
houner, must, in vrder to transfer tha
lignor to their houwses, take it wome
Jdivtance along the main road hefora
cromalng the vailwey line nt the propen
pudlic crosming.  Amd whilat the liquon
is bebween the sietion and public cross
ing it in within the kaingn, and the owner,
must thua inevitably break the kaingm
law. , Thia phase of the matter hoa nok’
get.»‘boen decided in the Police Cuu:t, bui
&' test case must coms. . ;-
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