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HE tendency of the new fashions
" is toward the Directoire influ-
emce, and it seems possible at
this moment that it will end in
s complete reamrrectivn of that period
in winter fashions. Before they have
really been out of fashion, the short-
ened waistline i3 back sgain, for the
fashions of to-day seem to incline to
what i becoming graceful nnd best
adapled to woman's furm. Nothing is
exaggerated ang chonged merely to alter
the line of clothes, and for this reasom
we are again back to the shortened
waistline, although many cf the design-
ers, Poiret, Cherult, and Paguin, have
never diacarded it entirely.

This, too, i3 the fourth season for the
plain-fitting slreve and smooth shoulder
Jine., The plain sheulder line is more
naticeable than ever before, and with the
phorter coats and narrower pkirts make
the distinctly new points im- the winter
fashions,

PICTURE GUWN FOR EVENING
WEAR.

In spite of the many exnsperations
which the Directoire lines may lead to,
for every distinet fashiom brings with
it a trail of exaggerations from some
of the less important designers who hope
by thia method to reach the pirnacle
of fame, the Directoire fasxhions possess
many charms, and now that we are ac-
enstomed to narrow short skivts, bare
lower arms and open, low necks, it is
only a step further to the open tunic
»lit at the side, to disclose the saft dra-
peries of the underakirt. The polonaize
wnd overnkirt is just as strongly in fav-
awr as it was when first ndopteld, bub it
Zivea more the suggestion of drapery
than heretofore, hy which I mean it
hua lost ita regular outline. It begina
with a ahort end nt the pile front or
toward thp back and drupes the figure,
"md.uall lengthening an it envelops the
form, gain, the recomstructed tunie
wlarta al the nide front in a shart apron
and extenda around the side of the hack
ponel, leaving the opposite sida abso-
miely vadraped, .

It is not only in the matier of over-
skirts and tumics that femininity in
Paris is draped and swathed, but like-
wise in soft scarls of ailk, satin, 2nd
ehiffon, some of the youngey, more slen-
der and graceful omes skilfully drape
themselvea not only around the shoul-
ders, hut the scarfs are arranged to en-
cirele the lower portion of the body. And
surely there in no other nation whose
women ean excel in graee the Parisian
wnman in the wearing of all types of
clothes mnd feminine acerasuries. They
are perfectly at ease in Howling scarls,
enormeus hats and banging veils, and
adapt themselves like the native Japan-
ese to the short steps required in the
wearing of skirts no wider than a yard
and a-half at the lower edge., There
is no dowbt but that the present fash-
ions are designed to reveal the silhouette
of the fizure, and yet not in the angrace-
ful manner of the tight sheath skirts
of a couple nf seasons ago.

&iirts are marrow te the point of
actual discomfort and embarrizement in
walking, but they are hung fram the
waist in snft, vague fullness and a sug-
gestion of width is often given by loose
bands, stitched on one edge, overakirt
draperies or a loose hanging panel sash.

The long shonlder lire is given by the
arrangement of the trimming material
or the cut of the dress, but nearly every
gown 19 seamleas at the natural shoulder
line. It ia impossible to aee the end of

_this vogue, for the kimaono outline is

used not only in Llouses, but suits as

well, snd it has been the inspiration of .

the loveliest wraps for afternoen and
evening wear. -

H is eertainly o most fortuoate fash-
ion for the honme dvessmaker, as it facili-
tates the making of waists, for every-
one kitows the extreme diffieulty of pro-
perly fitting shoulders or setting a sleeve
in at the right line to best Lring out the
conicur of the shoulder.

It nieans the elimination of the pro-
Pem of wrinkles from the neek to the
underarm ncerass  the shoulder and in
back as well. This simple and practical
design is suited to the slim woman as
well as to the stout form, as it only
means a rearrangement of the pattern,
While a slim fiture enn wear the plain
patterns perfectly well, a woman with

more form would require a plait ar slight

fulness at the.end of the shoulder.

FASHIONLAND.

LONDON, Febinary 3.

Bales, thankful fo relate, are at an
end in nearly all the largest shops im
London, and dowdiness has given place to
fresh ard delightful displays of spring
goads,

There is no seasoa like spring in the
shope, as in the weather, and in individ-
uals, and perhaps only in a place with a
winter like London's does one note the
pleasant upheaval that the “morning of
the year” creates. Dark gowns, heavy
looking and heavy-colowred millinery,
stout boots aud gaiters, furs, and eold
weather comforts in general, must have
their moral effect of depression, ome
would think, since, with even the sight
of spring (aintiea, the feminine spirit
rises Lo o brave atmosphere of buoyuncy
thouglh the eyes that apprecinte may not
be accompanied by the purse that will
buy! .

Think, for instance, dear feminine
rexcler, of 2 great winlow tuude ta look
R very fniryland of Hheauty—to onr eyes!
—in arder to display Ungerie of all de-
seriptions, und 1 defy you not to feel that
Fou own the lot.

1t is R Freneh shop—would that I had
not to confess thut!—and the fleor is a
billowy mass of amethyst kilk om whih,
with their buws of palest pink and blne
and mauve, and garnished with  preat
bunches of Parma violets, lie vamitics
gulore, trimmed with lace fine ua eob-
woebd, aml wonderful band embroideyiea.
1t is eurcly the Bpirit of Hpring, and
though ane nightdress may represent the
price of a serviceable gown to many of
us, we cannot but appreciate the beauty
of the unattuinable as we would a paint-
fug or amytling perlect in 1ta Kiogdum.

Fashion now has m decided trend, after
some months of indecisicn, and, as &
good many of the changes predictod are
only old favourites revived and cun Lle
easily ecopicd at homne, it & well to pay
attention to them.
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TWO AUTUMN

The costume on the right
that on the left is designed

Zealand Mail for March 22, 1911.
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BLOUSE FRILLS b
are again shown cn the spring moedely
amd very pretiy and diinty these louk e
suft silk, mu-liu, or cawbrie,  Nearly ally
it ix tn be anted, are goffered, and many
are adaed with very narrow renl lace edg

COSTUMES FOR SCHOULGIRLS,
is of muiberry tweed with light braid embroiderys

faced cloth adorued with

suutache,

Jecl roveals the fuct that

Royal P.D.

Include all the slrader 1urs dsmauded for the
Pul. naturally pertoct furm, is protectod by an,
type uf Corscel:

ars Attenl [0 thelr ecomifort sind st
. L. Carme

MOYAL PD. T
ARE FROCURABLE FULOM ALL LEADING
L

The Corsets the New
Styles Need.

The Gawns for wliter are so idenlly graceful
that the figure tiual boaxgulsitely propurifoted
in grder oot them off.

Thisthrows the antice

wrden upon Lhe Corsul. A aludy of Lhe sub-

Rustproof Corsets

roper wonring of muxdiah (duwns, The auth-

1ha plump and wver-eeil

ures are provided for by otham.

All these and uany more ﬂmln-lmm beaidcon
wotion by

KELF REDUCING OORSKETS
IHAPNERS.




