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Who _is -Lord Esher? -

Tows Pl-nn!n‘,
OQur cltlw,.llke oul’ colonlee, seem
to huave sprunyg up in & Hi of absent-
mindedness. They show no detlmte.
well- tlmughtout “plinning?  streetw - are
narrow, open mpaces are few, liouwes are
crowded together, architecture is mors
varied than acsthelie, and the whole pre-
sents the appenrance of jumble and con-
Tusion. My, Myers proposes to grapple
with the watter by mirans of the Auck-
laml Tewn Planning Bill, which sels up
& Town Planping Board of seven wmem-
bers, to be clected by the members of the
local bodics, in the way the members of
the ldducation Bonrd are elected by the
members of the School Committees. Thin
fioard is to prepure a acheme For all
those districta that make up the County
of lide or, if advisuble, a =till larger
area. The prineipal matters to be dealt
witlh will be streets, tramwnys, builiings,
opri apuees, sehools and  plavgrounsds,
1 ificen, bathin, reclamations, ete,,
0N is to be made that before
any sclieme romes into force it must be
swinuitted 1o the Governor-in-Couneil
and approved by him, full epportunity
leing tirst given ta any person ar author-
ity mtcrﬂtml 1o wrge tlu_n objection.

Whlt It Meann.

The c-«lnhhq}wnwnl of a e¢ntral Doard
provides Tor both unity and harmony. It
prevents  the  Tuture of the eily heing
paeriliond to. the idinsynernsies of any
Jueal bl It ennbles concerled action
to be carritl an by the various loeal
authoritier,  In Ancklnnd the wistakes
al the past have to be rectilied, as well
as provision made for the futurve,  AMany
uf the lnvge schouls have totally hnule-
quate pluygrounds, and the ehihlren ave
Left to anuse themmelves in seaces bardly
bigger than that ocenpind by their class-
rooms, The mumcipalisalion of  the
trannwiyy i one of the ossentials to the
earyying ont of an eflicient scheme of
residdential site planning. Publie baths
are urgently necded inoa semi-tropical
climate like ovrs, We wnnt sowme con-
trol pver the erection of buildings, and a
minimmm ares fixed  for dwellings, ro
that such a vegrettable featmre s the
ercetion of seven or eyrht houses on oue
acre miny be dispensed with, We want
arcas st apart for factorwes, amd the
tatal climination of «lum dwellings. No
city enjoys A more beactiful setting than
Aucklapil; few cities live lene less to
muke ‘uxé of natural advantages,

. o

The City Heantifal.

Could anything, for
Bideous than the waterivont of Auck-
Tand, or High-street aml dts imimediate
smurronmlingst  Where coultd you find a
greater jumble of  buildings than in
Queen-street-—palatial - business houses
aile by #ide with raysbackie two-sterey-
el wonden honses. Clo i our public
Duildings with those of Paris or Vienna.
We have uo plan. no art, no beauty. The
benuly of our wnburbs is speilt by o simi.
lar lack of planning.  Many of ony gul-
Ticw arve dinilgured by holses that wontd
be a dingruce to Whitechapel,  Eacl loeal
authority has its own ldens and its own
Tawn, umd we lwve neither symmmetry nor
grave, The plan proposed by Mr. Myers
menns money, means the winking of wmull
jealounien, meanws the ready and earnest
rypport of the public. Hut it is worth
it.  Before it be tou late, we must rectify
past maktakes, nnd nunke Auckland, what
it wor. meant to be, the fairest and wost
beautifnl eity in the Southern Hemi-

sphere, .
- -

inktance, be niore

Morological Levwity.

Some epidemic appeard to be afllicling
the tewn clocks of the Dominiun, Our
exchonge filew liave for some time buek
recorded wililh nutbursts  of lerological
leyvity, now in one city and then in an-

other. The latest to go—an it were—en
1w wpree in the town clack of Core,
wlhich recently played  strange tricks

with trusting citizens, announcing the
houra (by the chimes) every 15 mimnaten
willi  pernintence  worthy of a better
caune, Frobably the watchea which enm-
monly repose comparatively wlisturbed
In their owner's pockeln hud more exer-
elne during the wsumlly reliable time-
pirce’'s sberration than they have had
tur some time.
much confidence in cur town clocks that
we ancribe to them a kind of Pupnl in-
€allibility, mid it comen an & mevera shock
to find them glven over to such giddy
and flighty ways. They seem ta b sadly
lo want of reform,

We are apt to repase wn.

i f T

Dur Drllk Blll.

The tact that the drmk lu]] in the
Dominion last year whows ‘an’ increase of
2,03 ‘per’ hhd of pnpulatmn ma com-
pared th]n 1808, lends pmnt to’ the fol.
lowifig' éktract from an ‘article in the
“Outlook”™ dealing with the prohibition
Nuestion :—"1¢ seems to us that the most
impyrtant and esrential preparation for
& conditiuni of national prohibition is &
Janiversal ere of pledge-taking, Proh-
Sbition suppuses, on the part of the bulk
of the population, & voluntary assent to
total abstinence; and it should surely be
Ppussible to get thousnnds of electors pnb-
licly pledged between now and election
titne.  The ‘eatch-my-pal movement in
Breland furnishes a mugnificent example
of what enn be dene in this direction, and
it would be n grand gift te the eause
on the part of {he Presbyterinn Church
of New Zealand if the founder of that
moxemett (the Rev. Robert J. Patter-
son} could be induecd to wpend  some
manths in the Dowiicon thiv year, Hig
presenee aul persuasive words would <o
nich to ensure the totni defeat of tlie
Liguer Party, But if the services of
the man may not be secured, at least his
methods could ke adopted.” e

o o8
Fittiug the Cap.

When Mr Foster accused us of heiue
o¥er sensitive to eriticism, we were led
to ausume that this wus a colonial pecu-
liarity.  But a writer in an English
papey ways that it is o preuliarity of the
age tn which we live.  He saya: “Really,
it would seem sometimes as though a
rertain  portion of the Brizish i
wient about searchingly saying,
acapi Can I fit it on somelow ¢
having dene so;
ray, ‘low dare you crown nie with a
eap and bells™  The writers of novels
will tetl you a weary story of anony-
mons lotters, sent through the publishers,

A,
they write to you aund

of people claiming . to liave been cari-,

calured in  their works, people they
Tinve hitherta never heavd of.  When
‘Nivholos Nicklely’ eame ont no levs

than =ix schoolmasters wrote to Dickensa

aud elalmed to be the priginal of Squecrs
—a tercihle eonfession, imleald!  And to-
day, both in wpeech and pen, oné hay ta
be as careful of these mental invalids
as though their
ance. 1t is -a. hail s
tiought and- @ind

Rolustness of
ay necessary te a

.

nation as robust phvsieal eomxlitions are.

Aml extreme’ sensitiveness is not a sign
of a superior temperament; . quite - the
contrary.  Anyrse who has werked muck’
amongst the jgnorant and untanght will
=1l you that ‘tonchiness’ is their most
riking viee. A wide education and
frnin develupment  alimost inv.nrinth
destroy this lirpn-umg evidener of in-
unte savagery  and ilbrecding. - OF
course, we know that people s‘.nm(‘limr‘s_
have to e offended in self-defence, Tut
thut is anuther matter. Tt is the habit-
ual tonchiness which is snch & very vul-
gar disease, sinee it very prouptly makes
mea weak and woemen ugly.” Do let ua
keep goad-lumouved and preity.”

L]

“ Honoris Cansa.”

Tt wan recently stated by “The Globe”
that the [Kuiser had received the depgres
of A.D. "howoris consa’ from the Eni-
versity of Prague. In Cermany, we are
told by a Puarie paper, peeple take thingy
in earnest, but the writer. who docs not
adid that his eenfreres frenuently draw
upon their imaginntion. proceedds to re-
late an amusing incident relative to the
Kainer’s honour.  The otler morning the
Kuiser wan inspecting ong of his many
regiments of which he iy colonel-in-chief.
One wmoldier fell out of the ranks, ap-
proached His Majeaty, saluted, went back
to his place. and put out his tongue.
“What has he to pay?’ demanded the
Emperor. "The man is wanting in re-
spect.”  “No, sir,” replicd the yoldier. “1
amm unwell, and respectfully ask Your
Majesty to preseribe for me”  The Lang
of the new doctor of Prague University,
wlho, by the irony of events, had to »iym
his name in the album immedintely afior
thut of the great—ir every rense—oppo-
nent of Hismarckian policy, Virchow, liag
;Pl‘l‘ad beyond the army. - Outside the

nbnee nt Potsdam, as wonn s it wan
known that the Kuniser had beeone a doe-
for, erowdn of the mnimed, the halt, and
the blind lined up, reminding one of the
seenen outgide & dispensary.  Some even
offered to pay a fee for the Hainer'n
dingnonin.  The Emperor wos not only
embarrassed, but arioyed, se e orlered
the following notive to be put up, "The
dneterate in medicine conferred upon the
Kniwer in simply an henorary distinction,
#0 Hin Majesty does not undertike the
care of the mick elther gratuitously or
otherwisn®

lives. hung in the -hal-—

A PARADOX OF PUBLIC LIFE IN ENGLAND—
' THE MAN WHO GETS THINGS DONE.

By W. 7. STEAD.

HO is Lord Esher? it not the
uaual form of interrogative. It
Ls more often: Who the devil ia

. Lord Esher?— a pliruse which in

itaclf  signities muoch, For no one

vopples the pame of the author of all
evil  with avy mortal in that fashion
without augoesting by the phrase that
the person inquiced about rescmbles the
devil, or buing in some way or other at
viatrinnce with the  established order.
here is svwething wrong womewhere,

The man does not fit in with preconceiv-
el notions of what he ought to do, or he
reveals characteristics contrary to what
might be expected of onc in his position.

LOKD ENMER.

The Kaiser in hia famous Tweedmouth
lotter expressed himself somewhat rongh-
Iy to the etfeet that in his opinion Lard
E-sher shonld confine his attention to
the drains of Windsor Castle. ~From
whivh impeitinent allunion to Lord Esh-
er’s ofliciul position as Deputy-Gevernor
af Windsor, it is evident that there is
in this man something that can raise the
even in Auch uugust and moat
stian persenages as a monarch by
e right.  The Kaiser has probably
oz kinve vealised his atupidity on that
occasion, and although he hay never made
public amends for his somewhat” volgar
anayl, when at the late King's funeral
L and Lord Esher held friendiy converse

together for neariy an lour, the aubjects

thineusuml it je safe to sy were not con-
sfined  to, i indeed they aver included,
the drnins of Windsor Castle. The out-
buixt, hawever, was only a more pro-
minent form of n very genernl fecling
that Lorl Iisher is in sonle wny or an-
other an excrescence, an  AlLunrmality,
to be regirded with disspproval hy wll
eonventioually minded men.

1t in not difflenlt to underatand this
feeling.  Lort Kxlicr in & man of originel
genius, who kaw chrved out for himseld

a unique place in the world of affairs,
und who in doing so haa disearded almost
all the usual steps and stairs by whicia
in this country men sscend to the high-
est positions, He runs after nuthmg‘
tut ali things secm to run after him.
He accomplishes everything without acy,
arparent exertion. He is not a soldier,
Trut he has reformed the Army; nor a sail-
or, but he has done more than almost
any landsman to keep up the atrength
of the firat line of defence. .

Hia father wasa juidge who at one time
avns Solicitor-Gencral in o Conservative
Administration. When Lord Fsher was
Reggzie Brelt he was Liberal member for
Falnouth; but to-day it is diflicult even

for his most intimate fricuds to say,
whether he is a Liberal or a Conserva-
tive, He ia a peer maigre Jui. If his
father had not been made - first a Barom

ognd then a Viscount, Lord ZFsh-
er's whole career might ~have been
different. For with .that peeraga
a blast of death seemed to go
forth against -his political awbitions.
A father can hardly be expected to re-
fuwe a peernge merely bevause at his
death it will transplant his son from
the House of Conunony to the mortuary,
chamber of the Constilution. - As if to
avenyge himself upon the evil fute which
dnomed him to w weal in the House of
Lovds, he seldom occupies it, never takes
part in the debates, aml Imrdly ever
voted,

Lord Esher j8 an incarnate paradox.
In r country vhere eloquence in the
easiest road to power, lie makes no at-
tempt at oratory. He ‘ectures some-
times, but he never tukea part in thea
tournament of politionl debate in which
almost a1l men are compelled to win
their apurs.  No man ever piayed lema ,
to the gnllery. He wses no burging’

Caxtinued om page 8l.



