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- News of the Dominion.

OUR WELLINGTON
LETTER.

WELLINGTON, February 28.
Advertising in the Tram-cars. .
ELLINGTON'S City Council,
ugnally a very semsible bady

of men, oceasionally makes a

bad break, and lays itself open
to the public’s annoyance or the publie’s
ridienle; and then it writhes in sorrow
for & week or two, and finally puts
wmatters right by a rescinding resolution,
Phim, T faney, will be the end of the
Council’a latest freak, which takes the
form of plastering the inside of the
munieipal electrical eare with trades-
men's advertisementa. The deed waa
dene at Thursday night's meeting of the
Crty Council, when it wae resolved. on
e motien of Councillor Hindmarsh,
reconded by the Alayer, Ms Wilford,
"“Fhat, considering that pearly £2000 a
wear pntr be made out of letting spaces on
and in tram cars for advertising, the
right to place neat and suitable advertise.
ments in the cars be sold or let,” Mayor
Wilferd wmade gome illuminating re-
marka; the principal one was the state-
ment that anyene who had seen the style
of advertising adopted. in the Auckland
tram cars would say that It was not a
detriment but an ornament, Only one
eouncillor—Mr, Thompeen—had the eour-
age to give straight-out opposition to the
disfiguring of the cars with advertise-

ments. © The Council seemed dazzled, in

fact, by the brilliant prospect of earning
£2000 from the advertisements, to say
puthing of the “ornamental” effect of
there appeale to the public to buy eo-
#nd-so'y boote or pille or corsets or
greatly reduced trousers. In com_rmttee.
after the meeting, the Council decided to
iavite tendera for the right of adver-
tising on the ¢ars, om such apaces as Fhe
Council might deem fit, the advertise-
ments to be standardieed and specimens
to be submitted, the advertisements to be
on the inside of the ears cmly,'the Couneil
te hase the right of censorship,

Waturslly, the Council’s actioft has
Wrought out wmany caustic comments from-
the suffering public. There is, indee_d.
something very quaiai in Mayor Wil
Jord’s idea ot ywhat tonatitutes an Horng-
ment.” €Can anyone wonder that our
Wellington standard of artistle taste
i3 & Barbarous one, when the whole City
Couneil, headed by the Mayor, approves
of thls fashion of tirmmear decoration!

It is far worse, really, than hanging an
advertisement of somebody’s whisky in
%he wrt gallery; for everyone must usé
tha tramears, and there will be no escap.
ing the flating, glaring, staring advertise-
mients there, The worst of it {u, ton,
that they are to be displeyed Maide the
cars, where One’s eye ran’t geS away
from them, and will perlorce have to
read what it detests, and read and read
it again. Tt is not as }f the Council wad
in great need of the money, for it jan't,
It |3 a wealthy corporation, and can very
woll afford to dispense with such an
cbjectionabte form of revenue, We'il
all awnit the Council’s crnaared adver-
thements with a gond deal of interest
iAdvertisera won't pay much for a severely
eensored puff, one is certain. Wellington
etresta are hideous with advertisements
of the ugliest kind; thev stare at one
from hoardings and blank walls every-
where; and now we are not to eseape
draom them even when wa take refuye
in a street-rar. The simplest remedy 1
tan see, and one that 1 think wil) be
alapted by many citizena, will be to
qui refrain from buying the pgomla
advirtised in the city cars: this wirl
hare Jte effect im one season. But I
hape that that measere of retribution
wan't be reqieed, amil that the foree of
publie opinien And bl ridienle will
Lringz the Conneil to ike senaes before jb
torina its work of eardislivureament, or
ortamentation as Mr. Wilford will have

it

From "Bare Motitl.”

Qar Wellington  waterfennt i not
Rearly wo Intereating  in the pirtureagies
eenue me that of Auckland, Here every-
thing i severs amil hard and practicsd,
Fflaeting perhape the mnnlcipal liea of
the “cily lewitifal,” tram cars ineluded.
There are wharves crowdol with sbenme
ors, of all kinds, frum the big 12,000
tun London liners o the little coastiog

hookers, like the venerable Stormy Hird,
that go wave-punching up and over our
ofi-times stormy east and west evasts,
There ia seldom a sail to be seen, except.
the smoke-grimed jibs and trysails that
the little steamers carry to help them
on their way. failingeraft are becom-
icg raver and rarer 2 the years go on;
aml we have nothing like Auckland’s hig
fleet of eoasting schooners, ketches, and
scows. Wellington’s anrnal inwards and
Dutwardd tonnage is greater tham Auck-
land's, but 4t is almost exclusively
steam. .

It is & relief to the eye, therefore, to
occasionally see a sailing-craft at the
wharves. Qur white-winged visitors are
mostly timber or grain ecarriers from
the Bouth; there are just two er three
achooners and ketches atill in these
trades. But just now there is a littla
viaitor from the warm Bey of Plenty,
where the maize and the kumara grow,
She is the auxiliary ecerew achooner,
Waiapn, with a cargo of maize from
Motiti Island, off Tauranga. I just men-
tion her becanse it is rather eurions to
find Motiti given as a departure-place.
You very seldom hear Motiti mentioned
nowadays, hut it was & famous islet in
the days of the long ago. The long flat
iatand, bare of bush—"Motiti wahie-
kore,” or “firewood-less Motiti"—was
celebrated awmeongat the Maoris long be-
fore the first European trader enchored
there to barter for pork and dried
“eds.” It was a great battle ground;
vou will flnd a samguinary story or two
about it in Maning's -“Old New Zealand.”
In these days of peace it grows big crops
of maize, and that's why we find the
handsome little schoomer Waiapu lying
ot the Wellington breastwork just now.

The Enrly Days ¢f Wellington,

1f the City Council went sadly astray
when it tackled the subject of advertise-
menta in 4ram-cars, it at leaat showed
some Bense of the fitness of things the
other night in a discussion on the de-
sirability of preserving reeords and other
treasures relating to he early daya of
the Wellington Settlement. The Couneil
decided that an Early Seftlers’ section
shoull be started &t the Municipal
Museum, which lies out Newtown way,
rot very far from the new (rovernment
House, and 1t resolved to ask the co-
operation of citizens. The idea is a good
one, so long as care is taken mnot to
elash with the Dominion Museum, of
which Mr. Hamilton has charge. An ex-
cellent Early New Zealand section is
being got together by Mr. Hamilton, but
the present antiquated building is inade-
guate for its purposes, and prevents any
decent display of the great vollection
of antiquitles that s setored im
its precincts. However, the new Na-
tional Museum to be established im the
Big brick barracks building on the hill
Tocally known as Mt. Cook, to which
the present Museum is to be transferred
a8 soon as possible, there should be
ample apace to show the historie relics
that have acenmulated during Sir Jamen
Heetor's and Mr. Hamilton’s periods of
contrel at the Museum.

Early Mempries, .

In the meantime, old  settlers
and their deacendants will da
& national service if they will
argist in thia matter of the collee

tion of Early-Wellington relica and re-
cords. ' T see many ways in which a see-
tion of this kind could be made interest-
ing. For instznce, we ought to have
pictures of the “Tory” and the "Cuba”
and “Aurora” and other pioneer shipa
of the New Zealand Company of the

1RM-40 era; Heaphy's aml  Bree's
early  pictures  of  Wellington, and
pietures,  alsn, of the celebrated
Maari chicfa, aurh as Whare-

pouri and Te Puni, who weleomed the
fonndera of Welllugton, and an arsistoed
the whits man ts get hls foating in Port
Xichnolon,

Ngarimn and the Jew's-harp,

Talking abrut the early days of Wel-
fiagton, | remember #ix years ago having
a tnlk with a fine okl Maori Rady wha
witaewsed {he arrival of the first shipa
nf tha New Zealand Company in Wel-
lington Harhour, and the landing of ihe
pinneer acttlers on the Petone (properly
Pito-one) bearh, Bhe wusm & Ngati-Awa
wnman, old Ngarimu, of the Lower Hutta
Ngarimn wna a8 young girl at the time,
Aamt lwr tribespeaple lived in populoun vil-
lngen ull round {lie shores of this hnr-
bour—tus aocient Whanga-nul-a-Tara.

Bhe told how the Maoris gathered om the
beach and danced hakas end sang somym
of welcome, aa the boatlowds of wonder-
ing (and perhapa a. little seared) new-
comers came ashore oo the beach where
they built their short-lived township
called Britannia, “Toia mai
{*Haul up the canoe’), waa thelr great

nong, and they ehanted it all together and -

waved their mats and greem bramchew
The previous day it was, T think, that
the goods given Yn

of Wellington, were distributed amongsty
the Maprla, Ngarimu was there, and aa
& share of the spoil she received a jews*
harp—“roria™® was what the Maors
ealled that primitive inatrument of mussa
and for many days and weeks theresfier
the Maori popmlation of the Whanga-mui-
#-Tara could have been seen suqatting in
the sun for houra practising the “rorm,”
and adapting the love-songs of the race to
its twanging musie, “That wae the firat
time we ever saw that musio thing, roria
of the pakeha,” said old Ngarimu. “it
gave us great delight. We got other pre--
sents from the flrat white men, cloth with
moeons and other devices on it, and seal-
ing-wax, und pots, and musketa and
fun powder; but what I liked best waa
the new roria.”

In fact, the payment to the Maort
chiefs for the land in which the eity of
Wellington now stands consisted in part
of jews-harps-—several gross of them, I
think, speaking from memory of that
historie document the deed of sale, How
many jews'-harps and barrels ef gun-
powder, and sticks of sealing-wax wauld
It take to buy up Wellington new?
There’s a little problem in high finance!

: A Bplendid Swim, .

News comes from across Cook Strait
of a fine swimniing exploit in that part
by a young schoolmaster, the Dominie
nt Ocean Bay, in Port Underwoed. 1
give the atory a¢ it appesrs in a Marl-
borough paper; it i3 wertk recording,
particularly as the loeal papers don’s
seem to bave noticed the par:— e

“Something of an unusual swim was
performed by the schoolmaster, ~Mr.
skelley, of the Ocean Bay School, and

D. V., Hosking, the schoo! champion. A
boat toak the. swimmere across Port
TUnderwood aad into’ Cutter's Bay.
Séhoolmaster and pupil entered the
water in Cutier's Bay -cut of the
Bay, #nd made for ?fu‘ﬁ& acrosE the
Port. A stroagrtidd took the swimmers
well up the “Port, and rowards the:ead
of the distance gaused a very hard swim
against it in oler to enter Ocean Bay.
The ¢old caused young Hosking to aotsg
the bont as he reached Oeean Bay point.
This youthful swimmer had covered two
miles. Mr. Skelley continued and swam
into Ocean Bay beach, a total diatance
of two and. three-quarter miles. The
whole distance from beach to beach was
done in 1 hour 20 minutes, Taking inte
account the strong aad unfavourable
tide, this time is very good indeed. As
far as it is known, Port Undetwood has
Hever been swum before.”. N

)

Japaneye in New Calodomia.

About 1,000 Japanesg workmen recent-
ly went to Thio, New (aledonia, to work
in the Nickel Co/s mines. They repiac-
ed several hundred Japanese who went
back to Japan, but several -eorrespon.
dents at Thio, writing to the "France
Australe,” Noumea, seem to think thak
the newcomers are & higher class of men
than those whose places they took. Al-
though they are working as common
miners, many folk at Thio think they
look “like pon-commissioned army offl-
cers.” It was originally intended to
bring about 3,000 Japanese workmen to
New Caledonia to cpen up the mineas
in view of the increased demand for
nickel. When the first shipment arrived
many influential persons in Noumea pro-
tested, and the XNickel Co. announved
that it would bring out no more Japan.
ere.  The "France Anstrale,” filea of
which arrived in  Sydney last week by
the F.M.% Pacifique, anncunces that it
has drfinite knowledge that arrange-
ments are being made to centinue the
immigration movement,

New Zealand Wirelesns

Regarding  wirelesa  telegraphy, the
Prime Minister last week made a stnte-
ment to & reporter in reply to eriticinm
of the Government’s metion in having me-
eopled the tender ¢f the Ausiralosian
Wirelens Company, Limlted, (€23,730)
for two ligh-power stationa and for five
low-power atations.  There were two
other tenders, ithe Legell and the Msr-
coni Companles,

te waka” -

sxchange for the wite -

9"-

The . Government, aaid B Ty
Ward, after full oconaiderstion resolyed
to accept the tender of the Australaslan
Wireless Companby, as being from thd
standpoint of the Dominlon the mosd
satizfactory one in every way. The Gave
ernment fully eousidered the offer of they
Marconi Company, which for the  mauvd
nnmber of mtations was approximatel
£30,000 highey than that of the Aust
lasian Wireless Company, a differened
in the price which made the Marconi ofs
fer prohibitive, DBefore comingh:o- £ dae
cigion, & close Investigation of the mexits
of the Telefunken aystem, which is naed
by the Australasian engineers in  Lom«
don, was made by our own engineer, The
opinion ' of our consulting ergineer im

. London waa al30 obtained, and upow theis

reporta the Government a matiafied
that the Telefunken systerl waa bette
auited to our requirements than the Mare
coni, to say nothing of the enormously
lower price, Apart from the report of
our engineers, we called jor and obtdin«
ed g guarantee from the company ithaf
equally good results would ba secured,
Then the system to be operated hetw
New Zealand and Australia as emrri
on by the Telefunken method witl requirg
only 70-h.p,, and for the same guaranteed
system the Marconi Company specifled
200-B.p-, 8¢ that not only in the prime
ceat but in the coet of the annual works
ing the Marconi system would have been
much more expensive than the other.
The Press has evidently beem inapired
to suggest that, in accepting the Tele-
funken syatem we are acrepting a foreigy
natlon as against the Marconi. I need
hardly say that thie aspect of the matten
waa fully considered, and the fart res
maing that there is no system im opera-
tion at present that ia not a foreigm iw.
wention. Marconi, Telefumken &nd
Lepell,” in that respect stand im the

" same category, but the company whome

offer we have accepted is a British som~
pany, which, we are advised, have pur-
chased the rizhts of the Telefunken sys-
tem. Whatever system we had adopted,
whether Marconi, Telefunken, or Lapell,
they cam all work with esch other withe
out the slightest difficulty. - Every pres
eaution has been taken ss far as Newt
Zesland T caneerned, in weeing that tha
condifions ‘5! the contr pratect +theg
Dominion upon ta that are reo=
amisite, vernment has fellowed
the adwhdf of its expert officers, ir addi-
tiow to which the system has been prove
ed in varlous parts of the world to ba
itp-to-date in every respect. ‘To raflee
the question of the foreizn element im
this matter is unwarranted. The eon«
trot and working of the wireless systenms
that New Zealand is adopting will ba
entirely in the hands of our own staff,
and no forelyners are required or will bd
engaged In connection with it, so thal
the suggestion of troubls in time of war
has mo foundation. N

AILING HOUSEWIVES.

BILIOUSNESS AND HEADACHER
. ENDED. .

BILE BEANSK. WOMAN’S TRUH
. . FRIEXD.

As s family medicine, Bile Beans are
unequalled, and a box should be in every
medicine chest. “I cannot speak toa
highly of Bile Beans a8 & general cors
rective,” says Mrs, M, Gianville, of
Somernet-street, Spreydon, Christchureh
New Zealand, "“About fonr years ago
was a martyr to hiliousness and indige
tion, and often had mevere attacks o
headache and dizziness, which caused wa
to neglect my doniestic ‘duties, and cons
sidernbly impaired my appetite. In search
of relief I tried numerous remedien, which
only resulted in spending money without
obtaining any benefit, Some frienda the
recommended Bile Beans, and I decidez
to give them a trial, I felt & decided imm
provement for the better after I hnd
finished two boxes,  After persevering
with Rile Beans my appetite yeturned,

the dizzinesa nnd headaches disappeared,

and flnally the diliousness and indiges.
tion ccunetrtn trauble we, My health was
reatored, and 1 was completely cured by
Bile Beans,”

Boih old and young have a friend I
Rile Beana, for they are mild in action,
do not gripe, and ere sasy to teke. Bilg
Toans are a proved temedy for jndiges
tion, hiliousneys, eonati];‘nt on, headache,
bad breath and sluggish liver, stomach
dinorder, piles, fainting fits, that tired
fecling, general debility, lassitnde, anam

in and female ailments. A dose or twg
f; time may save pounds in doctore’ billm




