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Bedgwick, the Labour Department, to
which the work was entrusted, hay been
ablsa to place the lads Ia situations
mhere tliey are likely o secure the great-
gt posafile Lunefit and instruction

Itmmediately on arrival in the Do-
miniea, the perty will scalter over a
mile area. Eleven of the boys are to
proceed to situalions in various parts
ol the Awklamd province. Some are go-
ing a9 fur as Heleasville in the Norih,
nnd cthers to iis Thames and Rotorua
districts, and several tea the Waikato,
f'en will be located in Hawke's Bay aod
Rhe Wairarapa, sevea in tle Manawatu
pod Wangaoui districts, eight in North
Usaterbury, four in Soutls Canterbury,
five in Otago, and three in Soutldand,
Mhe Departwent, in addition to meet-
ing tie lads ou arrival, will, through its
ngents, see every one of them safely to
hie destination. Mr. Sedgwick i3 ae-
companying the party, which i3 due to
reach Wellington before the end of the
tmouth, but will hand them over to tha
Department here.

In addition to a very large demand for
Alese “pioneer™ boy immigrants, tarmers
are still writing to the Department and
nsking for the services ol lads brought
oub under similar conditions. The 1e-

partmeut, however, prefers to await the

resuli of the present experiment befora
Raking any action in the direction of
Lringing out amy further parties.

The Rhodes Scholars.

‘A graduate of Oxford wriles to the
“Christchurch Fress” taking exception
o Sir Robert Stout’s vemarks as to the
rere of Rhodes scholava. lle pays:

“I was at Oxford in the eighiies, I
left Christehurch at eighteen yeara of
age, took my degree at twenty-one, nearly
two years younger than we ave now send-
ing our Rhodes seliolars, At that tima
there were at Oxford and Cambridga
seventeen to twenty old Christ's Collega
boys of the snme nge and numerous othera
from New Zealand and Awstealia. Again
jothers in the Army and Navy have had

ta go ‘fromy hinme’ éven enrlier, and Fet T -

cgn puly recall one case of ‘any approacn
to wlat Sir Rubert fenrs. Sir Robert saya
that ‘after all Oxford iz a University and
wot a place for promotion of footbull’” T
avould reply ihat the real question at

fssue is ‘What did Bhodes sayr’ e took
the wide view of Osford, namely,
ihat it was mnot only, a place at

shich men took high degrees, but a

Place where men’s characters are
formed, whether in  the schicols or
on the river, at cvicket, footiball, or

anthleties, He wanted Oxford to huve some
ehare in shaping the man's character. Sir
Robert wants the character shaped befora
he goes. The ‘wnug’—a man who can
only take high degreex and be ns good at
sports and does not in any way becoma
a leader of men, was surely not the man
Rhodes waated. Yet Sir Roberi is, con-
trary to Rhodes® wish, inclined to put
meholarship fivst and the other qualificar
tions powhere”

The Year's Revenue.

Tue Minister for Finance gives tle Fol-
Towing revenue returns for the Duninion
for the nine nwinths ended Decenrber 31 :
Total revenue for all sources £7.148,583,
being an increase of £703,272 ever the
carzresponding period of 1109, The de-
crense in the land and ivconte tax was
only £3000, while C'ustoms shows an in-
crense of £21G,000, stampa £209,000, rail-
avays £183,000. The revenue for the 12
menths ended December 31 last abhows an
imerease of £848.023 over the correspond-
img period of 1900.

In explanation of the year’s revenus
Rgures, Siv Joseph Ward ‘said: “There iz
mn increase in all departments except
that of land and income tax, which ex-
hibits & decrense, hut only of £5000. The
general position of revenne is exceedingly
gatisfactory. The fact that the only de-
partment showing a shrinknge is land
wnd income indicates that the revival
which et in 12 months age has per-
rsented the whole of the Dominion. The
docreass in this departruent is attri-

butable to the operation of the Goverom-,

ment's policy in inducing large land-
owners to cut up their estates, "'Lis has
glready been dune, and has had B mast
mearked effect. and in every way is satis-
factory, beeause the excesses of land sold
owing to the operation of the progressiva
land lawe sre now occupied by nen with
smail familiea on small holdings which
wro unaffecled hy the Act. T wonld be glad
te find thic featurs of the revenue re-
fturns goes on increasing from the same
causes, Increased settlement mesns &
farger fncreans per head for a greater
pumber ol propis, nnd tha varicus de-
jpartments ars fed to n larger extent om

South African Union.

New Zealand Delegate’s Impressions.

—_——

HE Hon. Ceo, Fowlds {Minister
of Education), who Las be:n
representing New  Zealand at
the opening of ihe Arst Parlia-

ment of the Union of South Africs, and
who arrived at Adelaide by the steamer
Aenean on Dacember 28, was interviewed
there by your representative,

“In the first place,” eaid Mr. Fowlds,
41 desire to express my appreciation of
the very liearty weleome which wasa ac-
corded to Mr. Fisher (the Federal Prem-
ier}, myeelf and party, by the Govern-
ment and by the leading peopls whom
we met, not only in Capetown, but all
over South Africn. The Duteh and the
British were equally eunthuuiastie in the
zeception they gave us.  The Railway
Commissioners placed at our disposal
twa finely equipped saloom cara, with
bathrooms, diningroom, kitchen, sand
smoking room, bevides sleeping compart-
muents, and & very eflicient staff of stew-
ards. Ip this way we travelled in perfect
comfort over conaiderably more than
5000 miles of railway, visiting all the
main centres of population dn South
Africa, Bechuanaland and Rhodesia, in-
cluding Yictoria Falls, so that we wete
enabled to see far more of the country
than the great majority of South Afri-
cans have ever seca, or are ever likely to
sea. The C(lovernmneat and peopla of
Capetown deserva mach eredit for the
taste and magnificence of their prepara-
tions for the great celebration. The de-
ecrations nod ilhuninations were beth
exceedingly grand, and the arrangementis
for all the main functions reflected great
eredit on those concerned. Tt waa quite
evident that everybody had reallsed fully
that a great historical event was ahout
to happen, and had deterrnined to spare
no expense to make it impressive and
memorahle.

An Historical Pageant.

“The historical pageant, which eceupied
two whole afternoons, was eplendidly
eonceived and adwmirably earvied out.
The main incidents of Sowth African his-
tory wera vividly and renlisticalty en-
acted on the margin of Table Bay, prol-
ably on the very spot where Johun Van
Reibeck landed 258 years before.  The
clear Routh African atmosphere, the
noble backgroand of Talle
and the immense crowds of well dressed
people on grandatands, together with the
quaiat old werld dresses on the pageant
ground, made a never-to-be-forgotten pic-
ture. The Duke and Duchesa of ('on-
naught and the Princess Patricia went
everywhere and say everything, and left

account of the greafer produetiveness of
the country.

“It is {00 gsoon {contipued the Prime
Minister} t0 make a comparison of
revenue against expenditure. Tliz can
only ba done when the years accounts
come in. Of course & number of new
items wof expemditure have  been pro-
vided thia year, suck as defence, inter-
est on the cost of providing the ‘Dread-
nought, and the creation of a sinking
fund for the repaymeni of the Dread-
nonght, ap well as the cost of inaugurat-
iug tha Territorials, alse sinking funds
for the general-redempiion of loans; but
I am confident that at the close of the
vear's operations wea shall again have &
handsome surplua augmenting the pallie
works fund.

“There is nothing abnormal in the re-
turns, nor asything in the stuipe of boom
in any part of the Dominion. There is
1o reasoen why, with ordinary seasons,
thesa asatisfuctory eonditions should be
disturbed. I am mot curprived at the
bueyancy of the revenue, beeause, wher-
ever I lhave Leen, I have found only
one sentiment, bolh by wholesalers and
vetailera, and that is, lhey find buainess
vemarkubly good;: and especially towards
itla new year it bas proved a business
rocord for the Dominion. The financial
reaults shauld inspive people, both within
and beyand the Dominion, with renewad
coufidence in the future of <he De-
minion.” .

After & happy respite from heavy offi-
cial duties, the Prime Minister added,
wre folt. very happy at the outcome eof
the flnancial operations of the couniey
In the period undor review,

Mouantain,-

hehind them a very fuvourabls jmpres-
slon. The Duke seems to possess in
very large weasure the Lbon homie quali-
tlea which made his late brother, King
Edward, such a popular soversign.

Royally Entortained.

“The receptive accorded to {lie com-
bined Australian and New Zealand party,
wherever it went, wne something mnrvel-
lous. The administratiors of the dif-
ferent provinces enicerteined ux, the
mayors aad magistrates, cJubs and com-
panies, ' New Zealand, Auetralian, and
Heottish societies, and the Trade and
Labour Councils vied with each other to
do w3 hononr.  The number. of socials,
banquety, breakfunts, luncheons, dinnera,
garden parties, and picnics wa attemled

*during the six wecks we were in Bouth

Africa would be difficult to enumerate,
while the apeeches we made were like
the zand on the eeaahore or the desert,
inpumerable. Before leaving Capeiown
wa had farawell letters and telsyrams
from all morts end conditions of people
throughout South Africa, telling ua lhow
much good our visit bad done. I hope
that we have done some gnod. At any
rate, nwherever we went we 1« -unselied
unity, helieving that was the most es-
sential thing for the present and future
prosperity of Scuth Africa,

Racial Antagonism.

“Did we find much racigl bitterness
amongst the peopte? Well, no; not more
than you wotld expect, considering the
few years that have elapsed since the
tiwo white people were fighting each
other.  Amongst the leaders on Loth
aides, I may szy, we found me racinl
Titterness, The two parties in the
Union TParliament are nvt in my judgs
ment more antagonistic than they ysually
are in British communities, especially
when some Iwportant guestioa like, say,
tle British Budget of 1909 is under dis-
cussion. 1%t is quite a mistake to talk of
racialism between Dutch and Yritish in
Sonth Africa. The Lwo pecples are one
race, though divided by language, As
General Hertzog said in effect ak the
farewell dinaer which Mr, Visher and I
gave in Capetewn, they were originally
of the same slock, nhg the new thing
which is going to come out of Afriea in
accordance wilh the old proverh is that
the people who wers divided in Europs
are going to be re-united ia  Bouth
Africa. N
A Virila Race.

“] was very tavourably impressed by
ths Dutch people. They are an excacds
ingly strong, virile people, bath mentally
and physically, and will mnks an excels
lent addition to the Dritish empire, I
nvas specially impressed by their women-
folk. All the eduwcated Putch women
take 2 keen inferest in public nffairs,
and are as well versed in them as the
men. I think this feature has come
largely through the operation of the old
Roman Dutch law which bas prevailed
at the Cape from time jmmemorial. Un-
der that law, when m man marries, the
wife at once becormes n full and equal
partner with him in sl the property
he poseesses. 1 believe thin faet bas
been an imporiant.element in the de-
velopmeat of Duteh character geaerally,
and fully accounts for the deep interest
displayed by ihe women jo &ll publie
and national affaira,

Perplexing Questions. .

“The Batives queation and the gues-
tion of the intermediate ¢oloured peopla
of Cnpe Colony are very perpleting pro-
Dlems. 1 am sorry to say that a» large
nunther of good people in Bouth Africa
cotertain what appears to me a very
hesthenish iden sbout the blacks. They
seern to be opposed to every effort that
is made to educaie or eivilise thenn The
idea seccmn (o ba Lo keep them {or ever
as hewers of wood and drawers of
water. . la my opinion, this is not enly
an  unjust, hut mn impossilde  policy.
Lot me say tbhai T found that mcatal
atiitude quite as common amougat the
British people as amougst the Dutch,
Ybut it ia only fair to say thak quite &
large proportion of the prople eutertain
much more enlightened views on  the
subject. Ay surprize was that anyhody
rould be found holding the former views
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It the whits peopla in South Afrien
have no misdion io clevats the Liacks,
dhen their right fo be there is opn to
nestion. Even  on purely  ecnnontie
gronmds, the sooncer the Dlack wan is
¢iviliaeid the better, 1lia wanis will thes
dncrrase, nnd Le will perioree have te
becoma aore continusuely  industrious
He will also need to Do iemuncrated
more highly, which will of itsell help to
eolve the white indwstrial problew of
South Africea,

Queer Notions of Economices.

“They have very guerr notions of
PeOnUmICY  du some arts of  the
counlry—e 2, in sume places they lave
byylaws or docal vegolatious 4hat no
coloured mrtisan i3 La Do puid more
1han a eertaim sum per hour, which is
considerally below ihe rate of wages
prid 1o white men for the sane clnas
of work, These reguleliona  are  sup-
posed 10 be in the interest of the whila
waorkers, I the pregulutivns were that
me coloured worker was ta be paid o
dess rute than dhe siandard custvmnry
amongst white tradesmen, the result
desired would Le more likely 1o be ut-
tained.

“A Monstrons Blot.”

“The natives nnd colomed prople are
not allowed to vole for members of the
Union Purbmment except in Capo Cuol-
ony, and the coenstitution absoluicly de-
bars any coloured man from being elect-
ed to the Union Iarliwment. That, in
my judgment, is & wonstrous Llot op the
Limion Conatitution Act, and it eeems the
irony of fate that such a retrograde en-
actment ghonkd have Lwem passed by n
Liberul Government. 1 don't think ilicre
is such & provision in ihe eonstitution of
any other civilised ccountry, ond ihe
worst feature of the Act ia that it tokes
awny from the coloured people of Cape
Colony a right which they lud enjoyed
for filty yeura. Tt might be claimed Lhat
Lthey nre & ¥1 allowed to Ye clected 1o
the Provinclal Councils, but the Provia-
clul Counells wnder tie Act nre marcly
@glovified Counly Councils. I quite re-
cogmiae that the framers of the conetliu-
tion hadd a very diflicult problem to fnce.
The democratic eonstitutions, with man-
heod suffrage, which had Leen granted to
the Transvaal and the Orange River Cal-
ony, tended to complicale tha issue. To
give manhood suffrage to five or six mil-
fions of uneducated Wacks in a country
with less than 1,500,000 whites wah clear-
Iy Jwpossible.  ‘The correct  Bolution
would bave Leen io ndopt the Capa Col-
ony avstem, which was a low property
qualification, coupled with an education
test.

Indusiries and Agriculture.

“What is your opinion about tha in-
dustrial and agriculiural prospects of the .
country v?

*Well, I think the mining industry han

% great future befors it.  Coal-mink
is onty in its infancy, and I beliovo tha
great deposits of goid and dinmaonds, bo-
sides & large variety of olher metals and
precious atones, ore adll to bo dircovered
or developed. Many people Believe thad
tha do Beers Company sare awary of
other rich diamondiferous deposita  of
their extemsive smtntes, which are not
likely te be operaled on for many yearms
The Rand mince slready produce ons
third of the world's totnl gold output,
and the amount of tlhe gol productium
is likely to conlinue incrensing for soms
years yet. The gold from tho Rand
mines, however, i3 won at a terrrble sacrhk
fice of human life. I hclieva tha
stalistice show that the average lifa o
Lhe white miner is only scven years,
1 am ufraid, if exact figures wers availe
abla, the life of the mative wisgy would
be found to be much lesa I think
some parts of South Alrica have con-
siderabla agricuitural poasibilities, Lud
much has yet to be donc in comlating
pests and diseases, which scourge tha
cotmtry, coming from the north. The
late Transveal and Natal Gorernments
deserve great eredit for Lhe effurts they
wade lo scicatifically deal with thess
diflicultics, msnd 1 have no doubt the
Unien Government wilt conlinue the ine
vestigalions and experiments. MMuch
could also be done in Lbe way of watos
conservation, and the wkole ficld of ex-
periment ju the methols of dry fnrming
still lies befora tho prople South
Africa haa a fascination all ita own, and
in wy early years I folt the glamour of
ike wveldf. 11 still appeals to me e
roms extent, Lut oa the whole, [ mn glad
that circnnstances direeted my ateps te
“Uod's own country’ more than bwenty-
Bve years ago. L haves had = most em-
jogalde visit, and awm returning rofresly
od for my work in New Zsaland.™




