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The Marlborough Bounds Trip.
ONE of the events of the New Year
O]

holiday week-¢nd was the Union

LCompany's apeclal exeursion to

e Muwrlboreugh Bounda, Thiv
woa altegelher a new experiment for tha
company, und it panned out very well
Tiwe company is not running any excui-
gions  to Milfgrd Sownd this sunsoer,
and the pomgement  decided to see
what couli by done in the way of pupu-
Farising 1ho mueh mare necessible beauty
places gn the seuthern shores of Cook
Strait.  These Dbeautiful sounds, Queen
Charlutte and  Picton, deserve to be
puch more widely Xnown than they are,
pad the conpany'’s excursion decidedly
perved a useful purppse. For the firse
i in the histery of Pelorna Sound, /
3300 ton slvamee (the Mokaola) steamed
wp neavly i1s whole length, right intoe
the Iwart of the hills, and the astonisk
ment of the setilera and their funitics
away up as fur as the Kerepurn Arun,

when the big liner stenned past the
homes, sa clsely, was enierlaining to

ail, sa passengers tedl me. Fretly well
the avhole of the twe tine sownly was
explorad in tha three dayy' exuise, mwl
he mreal beaucty of the land-lovked lake-
Tike rtenches was vastly admied,  In-
doed, some of the passengers wure so
envapturel with the picturesquenesa of
Tonuyzon Mnlet, the line<t part of Yelorus
dannd, where Lhe nnepoeiled {foreat ecmea
right down to the waler’s edge, ihat
some of them Toat all sense of propor-
tion, and declared that it was “finer
than Milford Sound®  This, of course,
was absurd. There is ne comparison af
all hetween the scenic sehemy of Pelorus
and that of Milford. The tremendeus
sranite walls of Mitford Sound shooting
straight wp above your head for three-
quarlers of o mile on one side, and
nearly vertically quite a mile into the
air on the otler, could surcly never bava
fieen seen hy thess eock-sure trippiste
Tu Pelorns you ean't see  waterfalls,
dripping apparently from the sky, show-
ing st of the mista three thonzand feet

e vow,  Neveriheless, Pelorus is-a
Aelighifuily pretiy place, and this excur-
aion sught to go a long way to advertiss
ita vharms amougst New Zealandera.
WWellington people too often go travelling
to the remaotest parts of the Dominlon
In search of agrecable holislay places and
campine-prounds when they could geb
Al they wantml within a lew hours'
steam of the Queen's wharf.

Wellington Harbonr SBervices.

Baring the New Year holidays the
Wellington harbour ferry  trafiic was
large, thongh, of coume, not nearly of
such a magnitude &3 that carried on by
the Auckland ferry peeple.  The Wel-
lington Harbour Ferries Cempany con-

_ fines its attention to Day's HBay and
iona Bay, and the eastern side of Pork
Nicholson, aud thoush there are other
fine hays which would attract thousands
i people, no effort i3 made to popularise
them by weans of steam comnunica-
tion. The Ferrics Company hasa a mo-
anpoly of the harbonr trafie, amd it runs
a preity good service to Day’s Bay, but
Seatoun sl Karaka Bay, where Lhere
are pood wharves, are entirely negtected.
Thoussuds of people would have visited
ihnsg pleasant eeaside resorta during the
&olldavs bad there been any way of
ruachivg them by  sea. There i=, of
course, an electriv ear arivice to Hea-
tour, via Kilbiroie and Miramar, bat it
is such a round-abouf route, and so in-
{requent and in many waye se uncem-
fartalle, that the boliday maker won't
Like the car except as a last resouree.
There i very little pleznure in & ride
of forty or forty-five minutes inside a
stuffy tromcaar, parked with hot and
nare or lesa bad-lempered hamanily,
theee snmmer Jays, There are no top-
deckers an the Seatoun line, and conse-
quently n9 mitization of the discomfort
sl erowdine. The nalural and mo<t
plaamralle way of maching thesws bava
in by wra, and the alwence of «sa-transit
is umtoubtebly @ preat drawback. The
Warlwinr Furrien peopld give as their
evrizze for not running their fear that
& service wouldn't pay. This 1s about

on a par with {he exeuse of & tea-room
nmangger at Liland Bay for not ieing
uble to supply atrawberries to customers
in the holidays. There were pleniy of
strawherries to e got, but he said that
Le didn't buy any becuusu he was arrald
he wouldn’t ba able to sell them! I
Welieve great nwmbers of people would
iravel over to Heatoun and the preity
bays on the Miramar Peninsula side of
the Ieads if facilitiow offeved. Breaker
Buy, for instunce, in a beaniifunl place,
just outside the Heads, and within &
few minutes’ wnlk of the Seatomm
wharf. I %elieva tho enterprize would
pay if up-fo-date and comfariable ateam.
¢r3 were put in the runming and the
conveuicuce andd plensure of tha publie
thoroughly well réundied, I the Wel-
Yinglon Harbour Yerries awon't do it,
why doesn't some other ecompany step
iu? Hera i3 an gpening fuor the Devon-
port Ferry Company. Won't Me, Alison
come down and spy out ithe land?

The Heart of Wonderland.

Tha 1lon. Nr. Findlay, since his return
from tha Thermal Country, Tas been
talking enthusinstically about the great
attrectlons of the Taupo and Wairnkei
districts. He has bren trout-fishing on
Taupn and resting eontentedly at Wai-
riked, and he, like hia chief (Sir Joseph),
is clinrmed with both places. Im an in-
terview with & Wellington pressman this
weele the Dr. spoke of the superior ai-
tructions of the Tanpa country over those
of Rotorua in soime respects—the fresh
and invigorating air, the absence of the
stuell of sulplur, the inspiring scenery,
nnd the grand fshing, But, he said,
Taupo is not visited menrly as much as
it should be, hecause of the diffiecully and
expense of gelting there. “Wairakel
und Tauwpo are ai present inaeceasible,
except by conch, to all who cannot nfford
the lienvy expense of & motor-car. Tho
journey from Roetorua to Wairakei is over
what i3 probably the dustiest road in
XNew Zenland. “Travellers by coach in
ihe summer-time, particularly, are put
to considerable inconvenience. To visi-
tors from the North this is the only
method of getting to Wuivakei, and for
Southern visitors the romte is alinost as
unpleasant, involving a long drive fvom
the railway at Walourn over a dusty
rozd, mainly through m bleak desert, to
Tokaanu. There they bave to take a
bont acrose Lake Taupo, shout thiriy
wilen, which invelves delay, and sowmes
iimeés discomfort. Thus it s too much
to expect thai truffic to thess places will
increase unless some quicker nnd more
comfortnble method of locometion is pro-
vided than at present exists.”

No doubt in tine the railway wiil ba
continued to Lake Taupo frow both the
Rutoran and the Waisuru ends.  Captain
Tom Ryan runs a small steamer across
the Lake, comnecting with the present
vouvhes, and & v nergss the grang lake

“in the littla Tongurira has all the

charms of a yachting trip in flne som-
mer weather.  (Tt's not exactly charm-
ing in & winter gwle, thoughi}  But
when Taupe comes into its own, and geta
its railway, it will have big stesimers on
its waters, and the poputar route to
Botorua from Wellington will certainly
he via Tanpo: At present the average
holulaymaker  can’t afford the timo
neeessary for the Taupo trip, simply be-
vantise of the long coaching gnps ab ench
end of our great ceatral luke.

Major-Gen. Gadley Gets te Wark.
I hear tlmt there is jusb a litiTe dis-

nmay in the Defence Departwent as tha
reanlt of Major-General Godley's vigor-

ous  ovechavling of the personnel and
the administration. It is said that twn
well-krown  junior olficers et head-

quarters have been told that they must
st out inta {he field and learn the prac-
tical mide of their work. This means no
doubt thot they will go into the instrue-
tional camp to be h:ld at Tauberenikau,
tiear Featherston, during this and next
month. Tn sundry other directionn, the
arw Commandant has mnda it evident
that every officer under kim mnit be
thoroughly well up in his dutiea. Qur
Hittle War Oftice is wonderfully indunatri-
oua and punctual and punctilions these
days. The staill wear uniferm dJuring
ollive houra nowg aforetimo they appear-
«1 in uniform or in mafti preity well
at their own sweet willa.

At in roported that the New Zealand

whool eadels are to ¢ome under the

" and the exports.

Commandant’s direct contrel shortly.
This will be & move in the right diree-
tion. At present the Uadels are & memi-
independent orgunisation, under Major
MeDonald's ¢command. Now they are to
iake their proper placa in the well-
thought-out general scheme of the de-
fenee, which providen for the thorough
military truining of young New Zealand
from the cadet stage unlil monhood is
attained.

“The Honeysuckle and the Base,”

A merap of news from Palmerston
North tells of the atrange and by no
meams pleazant exprrienca of & yonng
Iady on Christinea Day. 1t was at Kai-
rauge, o few miles out of the town., The
girl was riding along one of the roads
wlen a swarm of bees, apparently iu
fighting mood, alighted on her, and, be-
fore they were disludged, she was very
severely sfung about the forchead and
on thae back of tha neck. Fortunately
the herse which she was riding at the
time was 8 quiet one, otherwise more
weriong results might have ensued. An
it was, the beea leit their mark, and
the young lady lad a wanm but not very
merry Christimas, .

A Eeliday Record.

The train and tramway traffic in Auck-
land during the Christmas hc]_ixl;xya was
phenomenally heavy, and easily eonsti-
lules & record, when comparcl io the
traflie of previous years. 3

A “Star” rcporter on making inqguirica
at the railwany draffic manage’s ollice
last week, wana informed that this
year’s holiday traflic had been 50 per cent
heavier than in previous yeara. The dif-
ference has been particularly marked in
the business to Auckland from the Well
ington erd. Likewise, in Tegard to Ro-
torua the traffic from Wellington lhas
lieen preater during the recent holiduys
than cver before. This is parlly due to
the fact that the exira expresses running
frormm Wellington have cbvlated lhe long
delay of nive hours at Fraunkton which
takes place when passengers from the
South havé to leave the grdinary express
at 4 pan., and wait till 1 pm. for the
Rotorua train. Im Wellingten, while the
extra expresa has been running, the rail-
way officials refused to hsug tickeis to
Rotorus except by that apecial 4rain,

Another feature which pe doubt bad
some berring oo this yeaz's holiday traflic
is the faet that the excursion far:a weant
a greater conmcession this year than Iast.
In Jatnuary last the ordinary fures be-
tween Auckland and Woellington wera
considerably iocreased, and thoss who
could mannge lo arrange their travelling
to fit in with that period when excursion
rates were offering did so. -

On the Anckland railways in particular
the traffic has been very heavy, and on
Decenber 26 and January 2nd great
erowds visited the Thamea racea and the
gala at Te Arohn, Likewise Detween
Auckland and Henderson the conveyance
©of plenio parties was very large, and
would ne doubt have becn even larger
had the weather not been so saiisfaciory
for water excursiona. >

The tramways traffie In Auckland eon-
slitutes a very big holiday record. The
full fizures ara not yet available, but
the returns for ihe trafMic on Chrirtmas
Eve, show that n total of 185511 people
paid fares on the Auckland ears on that
day. Tlis number is greatly in excess of
any previous one day’s recond, and is
15,074 better than the year before, when
148,147 people used the eors on Christ-
mwns Eve. The inereased business doma
by the Tramway Company is attributed
to a growing populatiom, the larre num-
ber of visiterw in fown, and the fact that
the company now has more ecars for enp-
mg with the traffic. Tt in a pleasing mat.
ter to record that, deapite {he stress of
the holiday traffic, no aceident on tram
or train haa had to be recorded in the
district.

Kaurt Gum Trade.
- —
The past year has deen & compara-
tively quiet one in  the kauri gum

“drade, and the annunl returna compiled
"hy Mr, 0. Fdmonds ehow that thete hns

been a slight falling-off in the prodoction
A satisfactory point
about the year’s operatious, however,
han been the fact thet practically the
whaole of the shipments have gone on
orduwr, and the amount sent to Lowdon
for a rpeculative market was almost nib
{ne of the factors in the gquietnems of
the demnnd for gum has been the high

. price tuling lor terpentine and other

oils used in conjunction with the gun

-the Eduweaiion Roard,

in the various manufactures for whiely

. it js employed. An interesting feature

of the return is the diminuition of the
amount of gum takea by America, the
difference  being  nearly 1,500  tons
agrinst the twelve mouths that have
just closed. This may be partly ascribed
to ths inercused use they are maky

in Ameriva of pubstilutes which coo®
from other eountries, Following tablez
give the delails of tha amount of kaurk
&um preduced and eaporicd, —

4
'RODUCED DURING 100,
January ..o
Fehrary
March
April
Any .
Jupe .
Juiy
Avgust |
September
etober ...,
Noveuber ..
Trevember ...l
Total ......oveennnn- 07,
EXPORTED DURING 1010,
Amerien.  Eurape. Tolfr.
January ..., 271 {fona 281 tons M2 tond
February ... 202 ,, 2% ,, 503 ,
Marcl, (..., 208, WL, 0,
Aprll ,....., B3 . 824, M3
May .. « BT3 48, 53
Jme ., RML 4“9 |, a3,
Jaly ..., «15 |, s, RZ3 )
et ..... 43T, o, BEY
Beptember .. 241 4, R, To8 e
Ostober ... M, 288, 413,
‘Novembher ,, 283 27, MO g
December ... 201 ,, 471, T33
Totnls .., 3810 .. 4150, 708D,

Tring the year 190¢ the amount pro«
ducerd was B,130 tons, and the amound
exported was B,659 tons, of which 5,291
tona went to Americe, and 3,364 tons te
Furope,

{old and Silver Exports,

The valus of gold and silver shipped
from New Zealand ifor the year 1910
was £1,805,318 and £171,542, az againsl
£2,006,900 and £ 180872 for 190, 8 de=
crease of £110582 and £03i0 respee=
tively. :

Westport Coal.
The eonl output from the VWeats
land district Jast year was 631,114
tons Micwt, as e¢ompered with 710073
tong Bewt Jn 1900, an increseq
for 1010 of 112,041 tons Sewt. Te~
ward3s this foinl the Westport Coal Ci
contributed 614,535 tons 8 cwt, the Westa
port Stockton Co. 161,050 tons 1Sewt., tha
Seddonville State mine 62,628 tens 10cwt.
Stockton Company’s increase in
azounted to 61089 tona 7 cwtk, the West-
port Coal Co.w {o 58,724 fons 13 cwi. and
an -inereasa of 3314 {oni on tha latter
company’s previous best year, 1908. The
State nine’s output decrensed by 4473
tons 7 ewt . T

New Defence Scheme. N :,

‘Thtea vacancies eaused by the nons
accepiance of positions A3 adjutanta
under the new defance schemns by Cap
tains Roache and Blair and Lientenant

-Conper have been filled by the selection

of Captain King {Nelaon}, Lient. Robin~
sor {Petone}, and Licut. Gibk (Auek-
land}. Sergt.-Mnjor Lambert, Welling-
ton, mnd Sergbt. Walker, of Millerton,
kave beeh selected, to fill vacancies as
non-commivsioned officers.

Lieut. W. fI. Qibb, who has been select-
ed from Auckland, is in the employ ol
He has always
taken cousiderable intereet in voluanteer-
ing. In Decembher, 1808, he was appoints
ed linuienant in D Company of the Firsdl
Battalion Auckland Infantry—the No, @
New Zealand Natives.

Wireleas Installations.

The steamer Alaitai, which arrived
last week, waos fitted wilh wirelesa
telegraphy at Sun Francisco. Commuml.
eution was maintained for 1200 miles auf
froin the Californian ceost. A measaga
waa received Irom the JMariposa 600 miles
away, and sent another 300 miles to Snw
Franelsco. .

After leaving Rarotonga, the Maitaf
picked up ap ethergram from the Ulima.
roa outside Dunedin, a distance of 1200
zilen,

KBhe brings wireless Instruments fo#
the Wellington Post Office station, B

The Bey Immigranis. :
-y

An fully 250 appiicationa were recelved
from farmers for the services of the 50
boya who are being Dbrooght eut to
New Zealand om the Athenio hy Ma




