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ST. PATRICK'S COLLEGE.

JURTLEE CELERRATION.

HE eelelration of the jubilee of
st Patnick™s College, Woealling-
T ton, was comnnenred on Theem-
11th, and continued cver
the two  following  days T ty-tive
wears agn  om Juane 1k, 145 to he ex-
ml.—llu cullege was apencd and bepan
its work., It was the outcome of a
proposal by Tir. Jbelwoad, the present
Moman Caliwlic Arehbishop of 3elling-
fon, who was deeply impres-od by the
nead of an institulion where e voulk
wf Lis Chureh vould obtain & higher edu-
pation, im whick science and faith should
Both be incubated. The fine siie on tae
sloprs of AMi. Ceok was pritchasel for
-£2000, and the foundation slone was
Jaid by Dr. Hedwnod an the eve of St
Jratrick’s Day, 1884, The three Roman
Catholic Biskapas of New Zealaml (Drs.
Lirdwood, Maran, and Luck) a=sisted at
dhe ceremony, amd the six or seven thoa-
gand people who were presenl placzd
4£ 1,200 on the Foundatior stone.

In little more than a vear from thaz
dute the hanmdsome builling, whieh i3
wo familiar a landmark in Wellington
to-day, wa3s veady for the reception of
its first  students. The total cost of
Ebuil:ling the college was over £:20,0004,
nnd im order to raise the neces=ary funds
the late Venerahle Arullp. iest Le Men-
ant des Chesnalz, SM., and the Vener-
avle Archdeacon D(vo_\, oML, travelicd
ihe llominivn ta solicit sapperi. Im a
ghort iime £10,000 was collicted, ant
to ikis the Marist Faihe added
{£5A800. Interest on the remnai
tal debt of £5,500 and exprnses of im-
provements necessary from time to tine
daring the last 25 years have cosl the
Marist lathers £13,000. Tins  they

bwr

huave contributed £23000 to the main-
tenance of Catholic edweation in New
Zealand. In addition to all this, theyr
have given the services of seven or
eizht of their nmumber, who form the
te ing stuff of the college, and . re-
ceive no salare. A committee was form-
el a few months ago to work the silver
jubilee by raising a Fund to l-iild and
eUuip scienced  lahoratories and to re-
dice the debt an the college, 1t has
mel withh a considerable measure of suc-
ceas, atl thia iz due in no smali de-
gree to the energetic efforts of the Hev.
Father 1. Tymons and others of the col-
Sege mtatf,

From its inceptiom, St, Tatrick’s Col-
lege has heen carried on and stafled by
the Marist Order. The firat rector was
the Very Rev. Dr. Watlers, and with
him were the Rev. Father Devoy, the
tev. W. D. Goggen, and the late Rev.
M. Carolan, They were joined soon
after the opening by the Rev. Father
Hraxmeier. ‘There were ning pupils at
the bLeginning. Up to the present time
wearly 1,200 boys have been edncated at
#t. Vatrick's. The “0ld Boys”
many priests, many successful lawyers
and doclora, budinesa men, gal citizens,
who lave reflected ¢redit in many ways
upon theic place of training.

1t wuas a particularly happv cirel -
stance that the founder ajpd patron of
the college, his Grace, Archbishop Red-
wood, was able {o take the leading partb
in the opening jubilee celebrations, and
io preach an eloquent sermon, wlhich
set the keynote to all that followed.
On the second day of the celebrations
the visiting cleray were the gueals of
Me. Martin Keunedy at luncheon at
Bay’s Bay, A conversaziome in  the
Town Hall conclwded the second day.
The large attendance included lis Graee
Archbishop KRedwood, Dis  Lordship
Bishop Grimes  (Uhristchurch), Mon-
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signor Fowler (Sioux City), the Very
Kev, Father OTFhen (Viear-Generml),
Very Res, Dean Repmaunlt, Venerabla
Arclideacon Devey, Very Rev. Dean
Carew, Very Rev. Dean McKenna, Very
Rev. Dean  Binsfield (Meeanee), Very
Rtev. Dr. Kennedy (Reetor of the Col-
lege}, Very Rev. Father Keogh (ex-
Lirctor), and other clergy; the Hon. I
Buddo {Acting-Minister for Education),
AMe. T. M. Wilford, M.P. (Mayver of Wel-
lington}, and many prominent laymen.
A solemn requiem mars for deceased
students, ex-students, members of the
staff, and beoefactors of the college was
celebrated in St. Josephs {huarch, on
Decermber 13th, The avnual entertain-
ment and distritution of prizes by his
Excellency the {iovernor took place at
the colleze in the evening, and eonclided
the celebrations. .
In  acknowledyinrr an address of
welcome  presented by ihe © Rector
His ¥xcellency said:—-I have much
plensure in  acknowledzing the cor-
dial weleome thut you have extended to
me 3s the representative of his Majesty
King George V., and noted with satisfac-
tion ¥our expressions of loyalty to the
Throne and person of his Majesty the
King. My visit to-day is of more than
passing interest, as it affords e nn op-
portunity of coming amongzst you whilaé
celebratimg the silver jubilee of your eol-
lege.  The energy, zeal, and personal
sacrifice that have marked the efforis of
the supporters of thia institution during
the last twenty-five years are characier-
istic of its founders, and the remarkaxble

- progress of the eollege since its inception

speaks well for its future career. [Ap-

1910

Mause) I understand that your eoflege
differs frem others in the Dominion im
that it is the only ome of ita kind com.
nected with the system of secondgry edu-
catiom, and the seholars Leing as=embled
from all paris of the country, its in-
fluence is disseminated throughont New
Zealand. The scholars whom I mee before
e this evening will, in a few years’ time,
be taking their place as useful citizens in
warious portions of this Dominion, and
will, 1 am sure, thronzghout their life re-
colleet with pride. and watisfaction ihe
opportunitirs afforded them at their col-
lese to develop their character and educa-
tion. {Applause.} The tecord of your
cnllege shows how successful ita adiminia-
trators have heen in the past. and 1 truat
that the future may hold an even greater
prospect of useful] fearning to Catholics
in this Dominion  {Applasse.) 1 appre-
ciale highly the kindly sentinenls thak
vou have expressed towards me, and =o
long a5 T have the honour of being Gov-
ernor of New Zealand T =hall walch with
interest the development of &t Patrick’s
College. AMay I add that ¥ hope to lave
the pleasure of comirgr in coniact with
wou {rom time to tie. (Loud applause.}
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