eourt flunkey to the core, declinea to li-
crn4e  the . production, wml thus shat-
ters in one blow six monthw” labour upon
which the livinge of the dramatist. de-
Jrends. England is sublimely tolerant of
thtisa offences of atupidity against in-
telligence, It ia little wonder that all
the lrading dramatinta
Jueint protest against such a2 proceeding.

Modern Wits—Some Good Stories.

Sevmonr Hawkas,
don comedy actor, has collected stories
amt sayings of most of the moubern wits,
and deftly woven them in with the re-
cital of bis= own experiences, The re-
salt s a yery amusing Lok of 300 add
pages. I quote a few of his staries, only
stopping to mentinn that there are many
BCOLCs DOTe: .

A l.ina for the Bills.

Splri' more than asual on this occaston”
a notice of this kind drawing from .\1[’.
Pinero the remark: ‘Seymour, if I were
, L shaulil not advertine “1ats apen
i I should adter it to “DPores
open at ninet” T

Rutland Barrington in Tune,

“Om one of the (ilkert prenderes Mr.
Gilbert wax seat=d in a box watching his
work when a young lady turned to him
Oh, Mr. (Gilhert, Woiland Hare-
wington ix singing in tune’  ‘Its only

firat night nervousness; he'll get over
it sanl Gilbert.” .
Chafing Wyndham.

“Henry Humiflon, eotering the read-
ing-room of the Gireen Room Club one
day, saw  Sir Charles Wyadbam, whae

was a8l thal time delighting Loandon by
his eantitul pecformmance of Carrick at
the Criterion Theatre, *Ah? axid Hamil-
ko ta our greatest light  comedian,
More like CGarrick every day and lesx like
him ever\ night.” -

Bronkﬂzld and Grnnmlth. -
“0On his return to England, afier his
recitaly in Ameriea; Mr. George (iross.
mith began compuaring the art of enter-
taining with that-of acting, ‘You fel-
Taws,? -he swid, *have ta take out scenery,
\pl‘ﬁpﬁl‘lu‘la, playy, aml. A -large company,
whide 1 just lunded in New Yok with
auy pinno aod a dress suit, aed Lomada
1 £ BOJAHN) -
Trookficht, ‘but we des't all
- funny i our dreas suits,

The “Richard IIL" Make-np.

“Tatking of my Hichkard 1L E
C'lawde ton, whu said to me:
mour, T hewr you are going to v
Wichard” 1 wid “Vea! ‘Abt well” aaid
tive witty author, ‘yoa'll be saved some
_trouble in the make-up. - You won't have
to wear the hump’ “Why wnot? T in-
Caquired. ‘Ol the audience will have
that,! e saul”™

The Critics’ Play.

“Clement Seott disl some play-writing.
Tliy, adaplinn of ‘Ienise’ had been in
the dumls of several Laondon managers
for a considerable periad, each in turn

met
“Rey-

paying a awm of money on wecount of
feea, which became forfeit to Scott on

non-prodicction. At last, Angustus Har-
T took an option on it paying £200
an aceml of rovalties. Being in want
of a picee, llarriz decile:l to try the
plad. A friend of Heoti’s, rushing to
1he authors Gouse, shouted: *AN my
congraluiations, old man: Harris is ao-
ing to do your play!” s b orge!t
®aid Scott. Then Iam ruined?

‘A Belf-ponsessed Show Lady.

“On a Monday night at dhe Guiety
Theatre ihe show hadiex alwars falked
_ore tlwn on any other night in the
megk, Having beew away for the week-
end they had many nates to compmre.
4 thia cvenime one lovely lady wax re-
laling some expericnee so loudly as [

sang that s=he knock all the words
out of my head. T said to Carvil: *Oue
wmomfeudy and the band stopped, T

turned Lo her of the wagy tongue,
and auid; “Dear lady, will you I|m-!1 youg
story or shall | Rnidh uy wa of in
the lepat taken aback, ahe d: ‘Da
your Know, dewri i« 3 matter of the
nbipast inditferencee to me whad you de)
*he house logghed henrtily at the way T
Jiud been seored off”

‘Avstralian Grand Opera Tonr.

There v un unlikely rn
that ihe conductor for Melbw's Opern
Company  te  tour  Anstralusia  mext
year will he Az landon en JLats
known on the alher side by his excoeding-
ty clever mongs, one of which, “Dewn

“The

e nnited in a”

the well. known Lon- -

v on me generally say: ‘Hia -

I daresny . snapped. Charles:
lank S0 -

Weekly Graphic’ ana "Néw Zealana Mail foi Deceniber 2N,

in the Voreat™: \h'“jl heraell sang freé - Lralia Mn Campbell made his sppearance

quently at ber last concert season in
Melbourne with popular acclamation.

Mr. Ronabl lus a good reputation in -

landon, mot ouly for his work as a

composer, but for hix feats as’ a condue- -

tor. Next to Henry J. Wood and

Thomas Heecham,- I is -the chief of the

younger generation of those who g in
for original  interpretation  with  the
dtaton. He ix also one of the many bril-
fiant Jewish artista who predominate in
the world of music to-day. In London

e conducts’ the New Symphony Orchies-

tra; and at present iz running a series
of splendid Sun concerts at the Al-
tert Halk, ut which leading artists are
appearit He was appointed
New fymphony  Orchestra after
Titomas Hescham gave it up to inke up
a wider work in the spread of musical
culture.

Why the Rumonr Is Unlikely.
The lutest news concerning him s

thai be han jnsl been appointed to the’
London Guildhall -

directorship of the
Sehool of Music. Mr. Ronald'z ambition
is to make the Guildhall School not
only the best centre of mnsical training
in Eagland. i equal in every respect
to the tingst” conservataries of the Con-
tinent.

HSpeaking to an interviewer in regord
te the appointment, he said:
make the schoeol equal to any establish-
ment for musical education, English or
Jareign, that cun be pamed. For thix
purpoie [ shal! surround myseli  with
the finesi staff of profersors it is pos-
sible to obtain. It i too early yet to
mention names, but 1 ecan assare you
the list, when it is publizhed. will be a
surprise.” -

“Whut purticular side of the scheols
activity will you be especialiy interested
m"" he was asked.

“The orchestral and
to make the atudents”
tuildhall School as fine 3 body of in-
strumentalists a4 can Dbe formed with
the studemts eenatanily changing. 1t
will be at least 10 ulronﬂ 1 shall not
train the Dund on hm'Lne_\(-(l lines. 1

choral. I mean
orcheatrs of the

believe in familiarising young musicians,

with the works of modera composers,
bath Hght and etherwise’” B

Mr. landon Ronald will retain- the
baton over the New Symphony Or-
chestra, a decision that will be appreci-
ated Ly those who know what a fin-
ished body of players he has male of
{hem. -

“Of- course, ta do ihe
mean very lheavy work. he said. “hut
1 think 1 shall be able to manage it.”

Mr. Ronald, whe is only 37, will have
a salary of £1000. AL the early age
of 18 lie became ‘second conductor at

Covent QGurden, and four years. later
he comnducted his first opera there
Later lie was associated with Madame

Melbu, and when the London Syvinphouy
{)rchestra wa+ formed he becnme con-
ducitor. Mr. Homald is the compoxer of
about 100 songs and a aumber
elhestral works. It i3 mof likely now
that he will visit Australia with Melba.

Christmas Pantomime at Drury
Lane,

{'hoice lias fallen on the favonite old
nursery atory of “Jdack and the Beon-
stalk” as the subject for the pantomime
to be produced at Irury Lane llmatre,
in London. on Boxing iight.

Measra. J. Hickory \\’und Frank 1¥ix,
and Arthur Calling are jointly respon-
sible for ihe hook, and Mr. J. M. Glover
in supplying the mual An important
character in the production will be the
cow (repreaented hy Mr. Arthur Con-
quest]), whose sale by the Juckless Juck
for five ‘beans leads to such unfureseen
results.  When the curtain rises on the
second part, the monater beanstalk in
acen towering to a great height, and
Jack ascends into the land of giants.
This year the giant, wha falls out of
his Kingdum on to our earth, proves to
be cx-Presiden! Roosevelt, whose colos-
eal Lody extends the whole witth of the
ample atage.

Novel and atriking scenic effacta will
Te introduced. one of the mosl cuorious
fwing a whirlwind in the scene repre-
senting A murket pluee, which is swepk
clenr of it« sialla nnd their occupants.

Mins Ially Castles has been engaged
as the principal girl,

Elocutionist for New Zealand.

AMr. Laurence (amphell, an elacution-
jet of considerable veputation in Auas
tralia, . who adjudicated for several
vears &t the HRaflarat Competitiona,
cnmmences 2 tour of New Zealand ak
Wellington on Clristmaa Night at the
Qpera House. Before c¢oming to Aus-

to the
Mr.

*I want to’

two things will

of or-

in London, where it waa said of his ¢nm-
tcrtammunts by the “Ihily Newa,” “They
may Dbe recommended ax Dealilhy, ua
they are in the highesi senae enjoyable.”
He hes = considerahle repertoire, .im-
cluding Dickens’ =A L{hridmas  Carol,”
Tonnysons “Uharge of the Light bri-
gade,” e Fann's “Shumus  (FHrien,”

Kipling's “Fuzey Wuzzy,” and pumer-
ous humorons aml musical monologues
a3 well. Hiz SBhukesperian recitals are
a3 follows: —"Henry VIiL)" Act ILL, Se.
2, Canlinal : Wolzey and Cromwell;
“Othellp,” Act L, =¢. 3, Duke, Uthella,
Brabantio, Iago, and Deslemona; “As
You Like It,” Act {l. teenes 1 and 3,
Duke Renior, Amiens, Jaguea, First
lord and Orlando; “Merchant of Ven-
ice,” Act L, e 3, Shylock. Antonio aml
Bassanio; *“Julins Cnesar,” Act I, e 1,
Flavius, Marulluz, Shormaker and Cy

penter; aml “Macbeth Act 1V, Sce

Alacdufl, Maleolm and Rosse. The elo-
cutmnut bringa with him a 1In=zsion bari-
tone, M. l‘u;,a—ne Ui -who sings
operatic selectionsg Miss Rele

Lees, accompanist. After playing  sev-
eral nights at Wellington, the party yisit
vorious country towns, aml ferive al
Auckland in time 1o give rvcita}ls on
14th. 16th, and 17th January,

Alr. Ernie E. HBooth, the well-known
“All Black” footballer, and captain of
Hydney’s premier team, “Newtown,” is
making the necessary arrangements for
the recitnls at e diferent centres of
the Dominion.

“Behind the Vell"—Paychic Drams.

A curivus play, entitled “Hehiwd the
Veil.” written by Mr. Cecil Rateigl, has
been produced in Londen with somewhat
mixed results,
to take it seriousiy, and in fheir nolices
thers iz a general spirit of levily not
wsually conspicaous in the dramatic writ-
ings of Londun dailies. The play ix
classed by the author ax psyclic drama,
PTrinee Maurice e Noir—the name is
symbolic—is to be regarded as ihe em-
bediment of what we are wont 1o qualify
as “psychic force.” He is o seeker after
the unknowsable, the unseeable, the unat.
tainable. But that by no means exhiurts
the range of polrnhalltws He is also a
victim te morplia, a noted vivenr, a dis-
solute rinagate, a2 profligate. In conue-
quence he ix held in righteous horror by

Some of the critics refuse
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his saintly cousin, Tady Murgaret Conm
tenay. Mother Superior of & French com
vent. Nor dves she scruple to tell"him =8
in the plainest terms when he pays her
an ocesaional vizit. Just before his com-
ing, another cousin, pretty, goiden-baired,
and” " full of womanly sympathy, has
arrived from Australin. Hy way of =
juke, she dons’ the Mother Superior's
robes, and having, from dread of dJdis-
covery. concealed beriell -on the Prince’s
entrance, unwillingly overhenrs a heated
controversy between Lady Marguvet and
the Prince, towards the close of which
the laiter hyaterically announces his in-
tention of uking hix wonderful will-power
in order to restore to hiz ehlerly eom-
punion her pristine youth and Leauty.
Laidy Margaret conveniently slips away,
amd, just as a tremendous thunderstorm -
Lursts over the eonvent, the otler \iar-

t tnkes her jace, throws off her nun's

dlagm:,e lets down her golden hair, and .
in the full blaze of sudien limelight an-

nounces that the miracle has lmpp(-ned!

The “Iaily

Telegraph™®™ eritic refuses
to  DLe inspired Ly any such thrilling
climax. He treats the play not too sev
ously when he offers the following as’
eriticism: “Her sole exense. for this ex-
traordinary step is that she sees no other
way by wi fiich to rescue the Prince’s soul
from perdition. The. dispassionate on-
looker will probably sugpest that she
woulid ahnost certainly have been quite
Az sueeessful, and. incidentally, have
saved herself and others a ot of trouble,
liad she depended on Ler own powers as
a charming ‘and fascinating  maiden,
equipped with no mare formidable armour
than her girlish sweetness and persuasive
Yoveliness. That, however, would havé
brougit the play te a prematnre conclu-
sion, and deprived the Prinee of in--
noumerable opportunities of riring “his
views respeeting the world and its birth,
protoplasm, the riddle of the earth, and,
among other things. the origin of species.
All this he discusses at very considerable

length. Also, ne fights a duel, and, being
wounded, becomes wore hysterically
‘psychic’ than ever. With the view of

curing him, Margaret. on the adviee of
an eminent brain speciatist, pretends that =
she is no better than she should be, joins
in the revels organised by the maost de -
bauched of the Prinee’s okl comrades, and
allogether makes a very good rhow of
throwing her bounet over the windmille,

right instrument.

grand.

made,

in our showrooms.
intoresting.

e & o

The ‘GRANDETTE’ Pm\o

Au you know, {.he tone of the gr‘and plans is much
fuller and rounder bas mora volume, than ac up-
The chief reason for the greater - -
" popularity of the latter bas hitherbo been the,
awkward shape and lmgamly appearance of the

- ‘But there ia now a grand of an}suc uhape;tho
’ GRANDETTE—made by the world famous yiatio
house, A. ALLISON & CO.
The GRANDETTE reprosenta the greatest advance
in piane making for a century. Musically sand
artistically it is the most nearly perfect piano ever

Init you get purity of tone—tremendous power
and volume—in the smallest possible dimensiona,
Its shape is symmetrical—it graces & room no
matter where you place it.

You are cordially invited to inspect the Grandette
You will find the new piano

PIANO AGENCY, LTD.,
S. COLDICUTT, Manager.
191 Queen St., Auckiand, near H.M. Theatre.




