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the championship from Cook I & gama
©f 1000 poimts up, which he wom by
478 pointx,

A DAZZLING PLAYER.

For Kfteen years, until 1885, it was a
moot point as to whether Cook or Rob-
erts, jun, waa the leader of the hilliard
profemion. Firak impressions favoured
ook, who, siter recovering the title from
1i8 most dangerons rival, made much hm-
provement, as testified by a hreak of
936 from his daintily-plied cue. He To-
sisted all ihe efforts of young Roberts,
then a slap-daczh player lacking the finer
touches which were subsequenily to be-
come his epeciality, and others of his
contemporaries for several years. His
delicate methods zerved a3 a guiding ex-
ample to Roberts, and, incorporaiing
them into his own more robust meihods,

ha became the undisputed echampion aad

the most determined match player the
billiard-room had hitherto known. For
a full fifteen years—exacily the same
period he had passed through in estab-
lishing his championship claim — from
1583 to 1900, he bewitched the amateur

cnihueiasts  with  his  damzling  dis-
plays, hia tenure of ths Eoyp-
tion Hall, Piceadilly, standing =23

a triomphani vindication of his putstand-
ing talents. Roberis set his face against
the spot stroke, urging that ita monotony
robbed the game of spectacular charm.
At the time the spot-stroke phenomenon
W..J, Peall, was at his zenith, and scor-
mg breaka by the thousand points, with
A 3304 etlort as the high-water mark ot
all his big deings, In the eigities and
mineties, tiie days of the Roberts ascend-
ancy, there were two styles of game in
foree, namely, the “espot-barred” and
the *“all in,” The leading light adopted
the ' spot-barred ® eode, which included
the ™ odious push stroke” a foul back-
- ing-up of the cue-baill infringing the first
principle of the play., Under these spot-
barred rules Roberts scored a break of
1392 points, But with the putting for-
warl of a revised -code in 1898 that prae-
tically pat the game in the shape it owns
to-day, the spot and push strokes beiny
eliminated, the dimensions of the breaks
dropped 'in corresponding ratio, 500
points, as wow, requiring the best atten-
ticns of the crack cuemen of the day.

Towardg the latter end 4f bis reign
Roberts was made the subject of chal-
lenges {from the then rising player, Chas,

Dawson, a young Yorkshireman, who,

after graduating as a spoi-siroke expery,
had contrived to adapt his game to the
spot-barred requirements minus the push
shot. Dawson ereated no small sensation
when offering to play Roberts on level
terma for a substantial money stake and
the whole of the receipts. After much
pressure the champion agreed to meeb
Iim, but with the express stipulation
that the championship ‘was mok
called into queation. Roberts won’ the
match by somewhere about 2006 points.
It proved to be hias last big encounter
for seven or eight years, as deciding upon
& world's tour with the advent of the new
century, the popalar billiard idol left the
" field to Dawson and the younger profes-
sionals, of whom Stevenson was far and
away the most promising. The Billiard
Association praiseworthily inaugurated a
championahip to take the place of the old
championship cup held by Roberta. It
carried an endowment of £100 a year to
the holder. For s full five years thera
was an intense rivalry existing between
Dawson and Stevenson; the former had
the best of matters ior the greater patt
of this period. But he was standing ata-
tionary, whereas Stevenson, mearly ten
yeara the younger, was palpably improv.
jng; and in the course of a geries of
matches Dawson was passed in the race
for supremacy. The game which effectu-

ally sct at reat the vexed question was
one fraught with the moet impertant
fmsuen, It took place in the ssrly part
of 1005, John Roberis bad returned to
England; and, in reply to challenges from
either aide, the veleran left his two moub

dangerous rivals to decide between them- -

selves, on the billiard table, which of
them had the right to meet him. Bteven.
son won the game in trilliant fashion,
nooring & record break of 802 points, and
qualifying to meet Roberts in a memor-
able match at the Caxton Hall, Westmin.
ster, .

Since that event Stevenson, if losing by
slightly wiore points than Roberts had
conceded him, haz been looked upon as
the outstanding exponent of English bil-
liards, both at home and abroad., He has
done much to justify the exalted opinion
held of his abilities, notably in the 1608-9
season, following upon his return from a
tour through Australia, New Zealand,
and India, during which he touched the
Straits Rettlements, China, ani Japan.
2 far ahead wa3 he of all his rivals,
and with Dawsen temporarily in refire-
ment, that Stevenson, at the close of ihe
red-lettered campaign of hia career, of-
fered to concede any of them ore-third of
the game start. That cartel was given
forth less than eighteen months agoe; and
in that comparatively short space of
time, a3 showing the extraordinary march
of progress in first-class bhililards, a
player has been found, in Methourne In-

man, for Jlong a minor Hght,
who thas climbed up the ladder
of fame, &step by step, from the

very lowest rung. When it became known
at the back end of last year that Inman
ani Reece were the only challengera io
Stevenson's right to hold further the
title of c¢hampion, = distinet impression
of the futility of such opponents atiempi.
ing to dispossesa Lim of bis honours was
felt.

Ay events proved, however, Stevenson
never found touch with his best form,
ard Inman, after disposing of Reece in

the first round, completed the best sea-.

son's work that he had ever known by
putting upa great fight again:t the cham.

fon. Tor mine of the twelve days al.
lotted to the 18000 up there was little
to choose between the holder and his chal-
Tenger, aiter the former had carly om
Jooked like drawing right ahead. Inman,
ag is his wont, hung dogpedly on, ard
when the death of Stevensom's wife oc:
curred, and caused a sudden stoppage to
a most interesting sitwatiom, the eham-
pion was less than 200 points ahead with
only three further days’ play to be under-
gone. By mutual consent the mateh was
declared null and void, Inman displaying
good sporizmanship-in foregoing his uwn-
doubted.right to have claimed the cham-

pionship. During {he summer respite ths

Billiards Control Club Council decided
that the replay should take place at the
Holborn Town Hall, - Stevenson and Ie-
man meeting over the regulation cham-
pioaship course of 18000 points up.
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By MAJOR BOYD WILSON.

THE EVENING RISE.

PRING is merging into awmuer,

the weather is  becoming
Rurmer, trout are fagt
putting  on  condition, and

the time ia at hand whea the bour im.
mediately preceding the darkness is, from
the angler’s point of view, ihe most valu-
able of the whole twenty-four,

Let us try and picture a typical even.
ing of this sort. The aun ia just setting
behind the hills as we remch the water-
side; alt day he has blared cut of a
clondless firmament, and as not & breath
of air has lhad force enongh even 4o
set the green leaves a-quiver since the
early rays of dawn canme shooting
athwart the heavens, the moontime has
indeed been hot. There is & respite mow
from the burming rays, &wd the antiei-
pation of sport on this lovely evening
mgkes the angler feel at peace with all
the world, aa he puia the aplit cane rod
together and makes all preparations. Ha
assures himself that he has three or four

" casts, each with a fiy attached, ui hand,

in readimess to take their place om the
line should any easualéy oceur; for the
tyimg of eyed flies on the gul in tho
uncertain light of ihe glomming is no
easy task even for those whese eyesight
Is of the best.

So far the bosom of the river fHows
placidly on, uumarked by the concentric
vircles which so infalladily betoken w»
feeding fish, but it is full early yet, and
the rise of fly which mmst maturally pre-
cede the rise of trout has barely com-
menced. A few red apinners are
flonting down, their delicate wings slanl-
ing erect, while each insect balances it-
gelf on the skin of the water and sails
down the lovely smooth reach and skil-
fully navigates itself over the ripples
caused by a gravelly apit which rises
somewhat near the surface.

Faster and faster, more and more
numerous, eome the dainty ephemeridar,
gliding down the stream heedless of the
dangers from fish and bird that surronnd
them on all sides, 1t will not be long
before the trout find out what a banquet
is being provided for them. Then! an
undoubted rise; there he iz agmin! A
pood irout, too, and fairly on the feed,
for as we watch he sucks down three or
four flies one after the other, making
the least possible disturbance on the wa-
ter as he gently puts his nose up, takes
in the floating Ay, and, as he turns, just
breaka the surfece with his back.

The angler i3 all in readiness, Stand-
jng on the shingle a litile below the rise
le deftly drops his fly, just at  tha
place where the last rise was seen. The
trout, however, iznores the artificial fy,
which, fished wed, must to the piscine
eyes represent a drowned insect. 1lalf-a-
dozen more casts are equally futite. This
trout is evidently having nome of the
serap of feather and dubbing, however
eraftily woven together, for he continues
to feed on the natural insects, and Te-
mains entirely disdainful of the angler's
line. By this time other trout have dis-
covered the feast thut has been so
bountifully provided, snd fish affer fi<h
begins to feed, 6o that soen the erstwhile
placid surface is a-lwil with rises. Rize
after rise the angier covers dquite fruit.
leaaly; the trout, although feeding on
the nainral insect, will not Took at its
drowned presentment, Tt is evident an
entire change of tactics is necessary here,
if defeat during thia mad, merry hour of
{eeding trout is to be averted, and avert-

ed ik must be at all hazards, for B in evi- -

dent that the big fellows have flung cau-
tion to the winds, and are tumbling over
each other to feast on the floniing ephem-
¢vidar, Entire defeat at such a moment
wonld be heart breaking, the wet fly is
unpopular, will & dry fiy bave a betier
effect? A new enst in quickly knotted
on in substitution for the wet one, aod
at the end of i is m doudls winged and
doub’s hackled enachman, whoss bwonze
s-.amk body and white w{r%:mm-y, it

onted over a fecding trout, P4 bime

to his deom, A rising fish of goodly pro-
portions is marked down within easy
reach, & couple of false casts to try the
range are swished in the nir, and then
the coachmun is atllowed ta fall genily on
tha water. AN is well, the fly scttles
down with the least possible disturtmnce
about a foot above the spot where the
last rise was marked, and, resting on its
voluminous hackle, maila down the
stream with its wings cocked as bravety
ag any of its living competitors. Budden-
ly it disappears amid a teil-tale ring, the
angler gives & lurn of the wrist which
fixeq the steel, them is one astonishel
pause on the part of the big trout, anl
next instant he ja forging through the
waler with the speed of & steamboat,
while the reel sereams apgsin, a3 tha
handle flics round, and the line glides
off the spindle at Hghining apeed. Tha

" tackle is strong, however, and, aa tho

angler knows that with the darkneas will
come the end of the rivse, and consequent-
ly the finish of his sport, he does mot
dally Tong with the fich, and, although it
eventually {urns the seale at three
poumds, he bringa all the power of the
split cane to beur, and, putting on severe
pressure, gives him short shrify; even in
leas time than could be believed the gaff
has done its work, and the hsh is safely
ereeled. Tlree more irout, all about the
samue size, docs the dry fly account for,
and then, alino:t as quiekly as it enmi-
menced, the rize disy away, and not a
crinkle can be seen an the darkened face
of the water, Tt is time to pack up aml
go, the brief hour of fast and furious
sport is at an ond, and, with fonr trout
in his basket of m combined weight of
over thirteen pounds, the arngler is fain
to turn homewarids. As he wends hia way
under the twinkling ~tars he again pic-
tures in hix mind’s eye all the fascinating
details of the eapture of earh vietim; the
time of the rise has bren brivf, but many
pleasuvable emotions have been packed
inte a short space of time,
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Lasd Offce, New Plymoudh,
2nd Deceiler, 1910,

'\‘OTICE 18 Berely glven thit 1T sectlons
& fn_Arin, Mshoe, Knpurn, Heao and
Uppetr Waitnra Survey irisirirta will Le
opein for applicaliva uoder eptionel eon-
ditions &t this ufee on or alier Ith
Dervuiber, 1810,

Plans mny b seen a4t Post Offirea and
Raitway Stations aud oblained oo appll-

cation ta me.
F. #IVPSNN,
Comntlssioner of Crown [ands
H. W, BANNISTER,
For Commissioner of Crown Taoda,
2nd  December, BHIL

BOOKS BOOKS

FOR THE CHILDREN, AT ALL PIUICER,
TO BUFT ATA, A&GER,

Books for Nursery
Books on History
Books on Trave! and Adventinrs
Books for Painting and Drawing
Hooks for Sunday Readiag
Apd 3 bost of olhers too numerors 4
meotlon,
EPRCTAL PRICES FOR SCHOOL PHILEHX
K. C. HAWKINS & CO.,
o1, QUEEN ETHEWT, ATAKLAND.

FOR SALE
SCHRAM-HARKER NHAMOND DRILTa
Vertirnl rross tohe boller, 400-feet boring
rodia, 1}-ineh rore burreln, pumps, elc., avm
plete, Goed as pew. Apply

QOLD KRTATES. LTD.,
TAITAPY Paturny, Culilngwoot.

HALL SKELTON & LANGMUIR
SOLICTTORA,
MATAKOHE®N, FPAPARGA, WMAUNGAT
ROTO AND WAIPD.
MR, LANGMUIR, Represcirtvtire.
AR G dcations to be sddranad te
Popares,




