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{From “Scribuer’s Mogasine ")

Nowhere in the world does the glamour
of age count for o much as in England,
and nowhere is it more jealously guarded
than in the corporation of London. This
of 1tself ia suflicient to expliin the desire
of men to preserve these apcient insti-
tutions. Hut eritica not a few have
hinted that other reasons exphain the
tenacity with which the livery companies
fight for their existence. F¥or the
guilds are very trih—nobody knows how
rich they really are. They own landed
estates in the city, in Hammersmith;
¥asex, Kent, and Surrey; in Ireland and
Wales -— in fact, 211 over the United
Kingdom. Their funds are invested in
consols and other securities, The 12
great companies own the Ulster estates
in Ireland., Much of this property came
by gift or bequest for public charities,
and the eritics insis¢ that the revenua
should all be used for public purposes.
But the zuilds invest their funds and usa
their revenue as they will. They ac-
count to nobody but themselves.

A rayul comniission was appointed by
Mr. Gladstone in 1384 {o investigate the
companies. The enmmission  included
such men as the Duke of Bedford, the
Harl of Derby, Visenunt Sherbrooke, and
the Lord Chief Tuatice of England,  Cen-
tainly these men were not dangereus
radiciels. Yet the commissioners declared
that the funds of the muilds were public
property, and unged the immediate i1_1-
tervention of Parliament {o prevent their
alienation, and to assire 1heir use for
public purposes. .

.. The report staied that 1500 self-ap-
pointed comuwitiees of the zuilds took
fees from the estates amounting to over
£ 40,000 2 year. In addition they spent
'£ 100,000 a year in banquets, while £150,
000 was paid for balls and the expenses
of the munagement. It cost at least
£300,000 to adminster an income of
nearly £843500 derived from  irust
funds. ‘The estates of the 74 guilds were
estimated to be werth a good deal more
than £15,000000. The commission said

they would be worth £:20,000,000 by
905 '

- But the recommendations of the Parlia
mentary Commission came to naught;
the City {orporation was so powerful
in Parliament that nothing was ever
done. Even to-duy the management of
the affaira of the livery cowmpanies ja
conducted in serret by committees, which
nowminate themselves and their suecessora
any acknewtedge reaponsibility to no one.
.- The guilds, it is true, expend substan-
tial sums for charity, About £300,000
fs .used for purposes specified in the
%rust created by the donors. The drapers
support the Crystal Palace; they have
given largely to the University of Fondon
Radcliffe Library, at Oxford, has received
large donations fram.the livery companics
Prolesdorships are maintained in varions
institutions, apd substantial eontri-
butions are made to technical education,
Gresham College ik maintained by tha
eorporation of Landon, as are many
other charities for the poor, for orphans
and the blind,

The city itsell ia also tremendously
rich. In addition to such property as
a munivipality uswally owns, the city
iz u lanre landlord. It owns one-tenth
of the real eatate within its limits. It
Tenis its builitings just as does a private
owner, It controls the Irivh Ulster es-
tates, which were acquired in 1609 dar-
ing the reign of James I, althongh the
rents and revenies are paid to the livery
eompainics in proportion to the investment
made by them at the tine the éstates
were  amquired, The city al=o owns
Epping Fuorest, a great stretch of wood-
land, 12 miles lonr east of London, ace
quired at a cosl L400.000. It also ewns
the celobrated Burnham Beeches. and has
the right of patronage of many eity
.churches, It further owns one of the
Jdargest and most beantiful cemeteries
An or around London.

» The corporation lhas alss a ncunpaly
of the market riglits of the ¢ity of Lon-
don. By tlie tening of a contract entered
‘inte with Heary 1T, it was aererd that oo
one elss should even be piven any market
‘wizlia within seven milen of the city
-Aml Tarliament has proterted this an-
~eent menapoly, even theimrh the reedw
of 7,000,000 of inhalitants of Twndon
hare been nacritfieed in consequence, ‘The
Tonden County Council Las never heen
alile ta secure the right to open a mark-
bt within §ts jurialiction, aml only in
“one inatance, If it be an instance, has
#his monnpoly beem invaded. Im 1562

3t ¢ Charled ‘I grhhted ‘to thie Fnrl of Bed®

ford permission to establish s wmarkel
in the old Eells of the Convent of West-

minster, near by the ficlds known as .

Seven Dials, or ‘Long Acre. ~- This s
now the Covent Garden Market, owned
by the Duke of Bedford. g

By virtue of this ancient grant the
Duke still levies tribute on ths
metiropolis of the United Kingdom. - No
huckster, markei-gurdener, costermonger.
or child with a lasket of flowers, may
offer his produce about the market, or
upon the street, without the eonsent of
the Duke, and upon such terms as his
agent exacts. For the market privileze
is not limited tn the side of the markei
itself, for hy the terms of the original
grant—made, it is true, nearly four cen-
turies ago—no other market may be em
tablished within seven miles of Covend
Garden, -

- Neither the Lomlon County Council,
the horough councils, nor any other in-
dividual or corporation may open a
market im Greater London, so sacred
73 this ancient grant. No one knows
the amount of the tribute collected
throuzh this menopoly, but it is colossal.
Alnmg with rights of the City Cerpora-
tion the market profita are . £200,000,
Tt costs &1, a day to stand a basket of
flowers upon the streets within the con-
fines of the market radius, and three
times this sum to back a cart against
the kerb. The stalls within the market
are very expensive, for ail of the South
of Enrland competes for them, while
all Loudon comes here to buy vegetablea
fririts, and flowers. Ivnasties change
anil generations eome and go, but arants
mifts and contracts. with no higher =ane-
tion than the thoughtless whim of g king
to  a dissolute faveurite remain immune
from alteration or attack. so sacred is
the name of age in the United Kingdom.

The markets of the C Corporation
alone are capitalised at £3,600,000. They
include Billingsgate, the great fish mark-
et fronting on the Thames below London
Bridze, where the langunge is as refined
a3 the odors which emanale from it.
The Metropolitan Cattle Market of the
<ity is said to be the inrgest cattle mark-
et in the world. Here more than
4,000000. cattle are sold every
Other markets are also maintained under
grants which the city obtained centuries
ago for the sale of hay. grain, provisions,
aml vegetables. The revennes of the city
from these markets as well as from the
real estate which it owns, amount ta
over £H13,000 3 year.

The cily of L.ondon is but one of the
many political. educational, religious,
and social institutions which linger on in
England, untonched by the progress of
democracy. They aré protected by that
veneration for the past that character-
ixes the countrs. The wealth of the
guilds and of the city is, for the most
part, expended in inconsequential charit-
ies. The great metropolis with its
millivns of poor, its awful tenements,
its ignorance and squalor, needs schools
and hospitals and breathing-places the
worst war. And were the £20,800,000
odd of trust funds devoled to some big
useful purpose a suhatantial decrease
‘eoull be made in the misery of the city.

But inertia and privilege are strong
in Great Britian, and nowlere are they
stronger than in the city itself.  Tiw
power radiates inte Parliament and the
¢hurch, and effectively prevents any in-
terference with its aluses,

The Youngest Mother.

An amazing case of preenctous parent.
age is reported in the “Tancet.” A
apecial . correspondent of tha#t journal
has sent a plotograph from China of a
tittle bay and girl. with iheir baby. The
mother is eight yvears old and the father
nine, It seems that the (Governor of
Nhansi. the province in which the birth
took place, scot officiul particulars to
Pekin, but in order te make sure of the
mutler, the correspondent of the “Lan-
ret” made  inquiries through a friend
living in Tai-vuan-fu.  The friend re-
ported that the fuets were exur!,]y AR
stated in the official report, that the boy
was the father of the ehild, and that the
baby was whout a foot long at birth. The
only doubt about ithe ape of the parents
see1n 1o be caused by the Chinese method
of reckoning ages. They eall & ¢hild one
when it ia born. so that this eurious
eouple may possibly be A year younger
then the uges given in the report. Tha
youngest mother hitherto ‘recorded in
Western annals was nine yeurs olil. Thera
iR no repord of so juvenile a father,

It makes one feel & trifle sick, some
how, doesn 't it3

Fear.
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NOTICE TO OCCASIONAL CORBRESPONDENTE * - -

Fhe Editor desirea fo draw the oitendion of occomional coniributors of ul{
diema to the Bociety Gossip columns 1hat name ond addresa must ba givewm with
0Py, ofherwise any sech communmication connci be recogmised. .

41l copy intended for publication in these columns must reach the office mold
later than Baturday morning, im order fq enture inseriion in the ourrens issude

AUCKLAND.
- - Yovember 28.
At the Show. .
HE Show on Friday was a most
“ful ecool day, & mice crowd of
interesting function, A beauti-
. people, withouf any crush, good
jumping and amusing exhibits. What
more ecould ona want at a show! We
watched the jumping for most of the
afternoon, and very good it was, parti-
cularly the wire-jumping, for which there
were about twenty enirants, Therg
were several nmusing' incidents. = One
horse took the whele thing with him,
wire and posts. Another horse was mnot
quite %0 lucky, for in doing this he waa
hrought to earth, and threw his rider.
In the end Miss Edie Gill was the win-
ner, on Tikitere, and very proud she
must bave been to win in such good som-
pany. Misg Vera Gill's Markham waa
second. Miss Rachel Gorrie, on a white,
jumped well, but her horse refused the
first time, After Miss (ill had received
the “‘red ribbon” she calmly turned ber
horse round and put it at the jump,
whirh was cleared in fine siyle. We
were all so glad, because sometimes this
is mot the case. In the humters’ class we
were trested to some fine jumping. Mr.
B. Myers, on Bowler, rode round “st
top” in fine styte, receiving a round of
applunse.  Mr. . Bullock - Webnter, on
Saladin, was a complete econtrast, going
at the slowest pace imaginable, Mr, E,
D. (FRorke, the winner in this class, gave
a perfect exhibition of jumping on
Cloister. Tn the heavy-weight class Mr.
Buollock-Webster scored,  After we
“teaed” at a marquee, which was run
by some society or other, we wandered
round among the side shows, and very
funny some of them were, “The Petri-
fied Lady™ was all she pretended to be.
One of our party bad his picture taken
{likewise framed) “while we waited.”
The result wus quite fashionable, being
“veiled,” or dull. There was a most
fuscinating exhibit of what some soap
or other could do in the way of “lathee-
producing,” with a beautiful snow-whiteg
founiain of scapsuds coming out from a
heap of soap. The roses were very beau-
tiful, and in this tent there were Several
decorative classes, most of them being
very goud. The decorated tables were
all pretty, the first prize being awarded
to & dainty yellow and white arrange-
nient done by Mrs. H. Nixon. of Cam-
bridge. Some duinty yellow arum lilies
were used on this table with good effect.
Tt was rather Lard to ses people uwne
knew, but those I noticed were:—Mpra.
W. R. Bicomdfield, wearing white eloth
and a pretty amethyst bat; Miss H.
Blomtfirld, white linen, vieux rose lie
and belt, and black hat; Miss Nesta
Thomaa, white linen coat and skirt, aud
pretty black hat; Mrs. John Reul, dark
grey striped Micilien eoat and skirt, and
@ blue atraw toque; Mrs, Holgute, wear-
ing a dark green linen coat and skirt,
a burnt straw rustic hat wreathed with
fruit and leaves; Mra, . V. Iloughion,
cream Shaniung and a black and white
hat; Mm. . Tonks wore pale eream
linen and a flower-wreathed hat; Mrs.
Myera, dark grey coat and skirt, and a
grey bonnet with white; Mra, W. Cole-
man, saart mole-coloured frock, braided,
and & hlack hat with leng back weil;
Miss  Maud Buckland, cream coat and
skirt, black lat with upstanding bLow
of ecream apotted net; Miss Ruth Buck-
land, blue }men coat and skirt, pretty
straw hat with black gluce bows; Mre
Fimutnids, blue Shantung, pretiy straw
bhut with cornfiowers; Mra. Alkin Cap

rick, Mrs. Hark, Mrs. 8. Duglas, Mm.
Davis, Mrs. Stopford, Mrs, Morton, Mra
E., Firth, Mra. N. Banks (Cambridge),
Mm. McLoughlin, Miss Nora Gorrie,
Mrs. Frater, Misses Frater (2), Mivs
Brodie, Mrs. E D. (XYRorke, Mrs. Mark-
ham, -

Takapuna Races.

For the first time I journeyed over to
the Takapuna races, and we apent quite
& jolly time. We were very discreei, and
went over after the rush; eo the irip
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Fur Gris(mas!

007 gould not give a boy
or a girl a more appre-
cinted present than a

Kodak, Photography is a
hobby which, affording
pleasant recreation, also
stimulates habits of obeer-
vation, attention to detail,
and thoroughness —habita
which make for success in
life.

There is no mess, no fuss,
no expense much, with
Kodakking, becauee it does
away with the darkroom
and mistakes. II

PRICES from 6/ to £25
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Romémber, If K Isn't
stamped  Eastman®™ R
isnt o Kodak, but an

Imitation

=
) STOCKED BY )
N.Z. PHOTO GOODS LTD.. QUEEN
STREET

"SHARLAND AMD CO.. LTD.,
LORNE STREET, -

W. PARK & C0., WELLESLEY,
STREET EAST. :

H. 0. WILES, CHEMIST, QUEEN
STREET Y

J. L HOLLAND & SONS,
_VICTORIA STREET.

WALTER SUCKLING LTD,
58, QUEEN STREET.—




