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HE Parlmmentary session will not
end todar, as was coufidenatly
anticipated a Jittle while Dack,
but will go om for prolably an-

other week., It will bokl the dWdistioe-
tion of being the longest aml wordiest
sergtoql of Darliament that Las yet been
held in New. Zealand. This has been dis-
tovered by esome energetic statistician,
who has bren reckoning up the pages
of “Hansard” of eacl sessiun, as well as
the number of sitting duys. Sir Joseph
Ward told the House ou Thurday that
he did not see why the session nhould
not end on Wednesday mnext, but Sir
Joseph proposes and Mr. Massey  dis-
poses. Members will be lucky if they
mre alle 40 eateh mext Saturday’s trains
aml steamers  dor their fhames aud
families dear.

The report of the Hine inguiry Com-
mittee is proposed to be taken for con-
sideration on Munday, aml the Public
Works slatement om Tuesdary, On
Wednesday the DPremier will ack the
dlouse to consider the resulutions which
bhe proposes te submit at the Imperial
Conference in London mext year.

The Boakien' Bill,

The principal Tarliamentary hone of
rontention this weck was the fiew (am-
ing Bitl. 1t Jooked at one time a3 if the
Lill, betwreen the two houses, would fall
to the ground and the bookic pet a tem-
porary tespite from  execuatiom, The
Legislative Council made ecrtain amend-
ments in the bill which the Lower Honse
disagreed witl; then there was trouble.
However, a conference between managers
appointed by each House smoothed ont
the difliculty, so the bill will very short-
ly become law, The Attorney-{lencral,
in making a rtatement to the Council

last night, said the purpose the Council -

#nd in making the aMerations in the
bill was to increaze the stringency of
the provisions with  regard to book-
makers, and with regard to the prohibi-
tion o©f boeokinakers betting in  the
Atreels, public places, and racevnurses,
Ahe definition of the word “street” was
made clearer, Tn another ¢launse the bill
wlhen it left the Councll provided that
"any  person” who offended against
elausn 2 (street briling) on any raze.
course should be put off. At the confer-
ence of managers, it was urged thai “uny
person”  mas  too wide, anmd it waa
changel to “any bookmaker” Mnst of
ihe other amendmenis the Counsil pro-
posed were aygreed 1o by the mamgers
from ihe Lower House.

In reply to a remark by the Ion.
Mr. Jewkinson, to crilicisms sugwesting
trickery wn the part of the Uouacil, the
Hon, 1. Findlay sald that eriv
overlocked the fact that in the o
part o the Lill there was an entirely in-
deprndent  provision  ihat Looknakers

coull nut make a bet inany public place
POV
e

or racecourse.  The subseguent
fions i which the wornls accurred
found  mece==ary by the  werigi
draughi=man to avoid punishing a' pri-
vate individual for beiting.

No Holiday for St Davwid,

Alr, Dillon, ML, iz a Walshman—the
onty one iu the MHouse—and b= valiantty
anil fingle-Ianded champione:dl the eause
of his country’s patron saind on Thursday
pipht.,  “The BRank Holidiys Act® was
under diseussion, amd Me Dillen wmoved
10 mld AMarch b Kt Danat's Day, to the
list of anthopised hotid, He was the
ouly Welstiman in the angust Honze, 1n
said. wnd be knew that if he talked for
an honr e would ol ¥ nov intturnce
n ¥ate. 50 he asked the Churman of Com-
mittres to kindly put his ameslineat rnd
naf keep him in suspense.

Thea the house bevame [rectioua Mr.
Witty—who makes a desperate el 1t to
Yive up tn hia pame—arked, “"Who ia St.
avid, and where §s he?”  Mp ) v
a-ked, “Where i< ha now?? . This was
apparently Tieyond AMr, Dillon's power to
answer, &0 he wirely renwined  rilent.
The Clairman of Conmittees pot rather
tungled np in bis raling; his right to put
Mr. Dilton's amerdment wai challenged.
Then Mr. Tommy Tuylor must get ap, and
Lk abont the “wenlthy squatiem™ and
the Wellington members  wasling the
Linw of the llouse, Wlich mads Alr,

Tilien anpry, and provoked a complaint
by him that if it had not been for Mr.
Taylor the Howwe weuld hove rtisen a
month ago.

The House, therefore, ilrew out St
David without enthusissm; so the bank
¢lerks will have to be content with mak-
ing holidays in the names of Kt, George,
=t Andrew, aud St Patrick,

The Fleet.

The long grey hulls of three of the
British warshipa on the Australasian
station—H . M.s. Powerful. and her satel-
lites, the Cambrian and the Encounter—
have adorned the waters of Lawmbton
Harbour for the past week or so. The
Powerful has nnw gone to Nelsen to
pay her first visit to that port—a great
thing for quiet little Nelson—and the
Cambrian slipped off to Lyttelton io
&ee the Terra Nova sail for the land of
eternal ice.

On Thursday morning there was ao
unnsual sight in town, a parade of a
thousand bluejackets from the warships,
The men were Ianded for a route march
throngh the city, out over the hills to
Karori and back. Tt was an inspiriting
spectacie, that big bedy of tars on the
mareh. It reminded one of some pre-

vious parades and march-outs by Navy

men in Auckland, years ago, when street-
marching by bluejackets wus o more fre-
quent sight than it seems to be now. The
sailors in this instance had a band, but
it was a poor one, Brass bands are now
to be found on pretty well every warship,
but it seems to wme that the old-time
drum and fife band is the proper sort of
thing for sailormen. T vemeniber one
Navy drum and fife band, some twenty
Yedrs Bgo or more, in Auckland. It was
H.ils. Opal's band.  Jany of the
“Graphic” readers will remember the old
Opal. Ebe was o bandsome elipper-bow
criaft, barque-rigged, with sleamir power
as weil, of ecourse, and her erew were real
Jack Tars of the old topsail-yard, stun’-
sail days, when agility aloft was esteem-
ed ns highly as skill at gunnery. And
to see the swing of those bearded sailer-
men from the Opal, as they marched up
tueen-street with their tine fife band
ehrilling out “Nancy Lee it was great!
Somehow & hrass band ean't play “Nancy
Lee™” as it should be played, to appeal to
sailormen.  And of all tunes beloved of
the boy in navy blue—or, at any rtate,
the olil-lime bLoy—"Naney Lee” iz the
one! The captain of the Opal, Commo-
dore Bosunguet — is ihis not Admiral
Bosanquet, who is now Goveruor of
South  Australin?—was verr proud of
that band of his, and he liked to march
out with it himself om occasjon. Those
were the picturesque old days of lefty-
fparred, heavily - vigged ships, when a
Navy man would have yelled with hore
rov if he hud been asked to paint his fine
black-sided eraft the ugly, wet-saileloth
volour thut is the fashion jn the Fleet
w-day,

The City Beantifnl.

Wellinglon has hopelessly lost its op-
portunity of becoming a beautifully laid-
ont city. So said the City Engineor, Mr.
W, H. Morten, at the New Zealand Insti-
tute’s annual dinner on Thursday night,
AMr. AL Atkins, in proposing the toast of
“Chir Civie Rulers” which ho cnupled
with the name of Mr. Morton, remarked
that he thuught there was no place more
capable of being Leautiful than Welling-
ton, if properly taken in Land. Forta-
aately, Le said, there were no slums here
hui there was jerry-building, a matter‘
which had been ably dealt with at ghe
last Builders’ Conference.  Mr, Marton,
m respending, cracked a joke about the
idea of coupling Lis name with “Civie
Rulers.” It looked like sarcasm, he

said, for De thought there was no muan .

who had more bosses than he hadl. In
regard to town-planming, e would like
te see the man whe could acromplish,
under our present laws, anxthing like
what was dune on the Continent of
Furope. Anyone who tried it woull be
hung. Jdrawn and quartered.  Tie had en-
countered all sorts of obstacles. For in-
stance, when le tried to get a better
grade than was proposed in the plans of
new roads, he waa toid that it was ruin-
ing the poor land-owner, 1¢ wam alwava
the poor land-owner—never the poor pub-
lie. Wellington was & place that could
have been made much more attractive
than it was at present, if there lad bern
& system on which tawn-planning could
have been carried ant.  Unfortunaiely all
the hest land passed quickly into privata
hands, and was et up piecemoal with
no object but tha beat results for the pri-

vate owner. The future of the city had
not been considered mt all.  When he
looked at the hills behind Wellington
Terrace and thought how beamtifud they
el have been made, ke thomght it was
winply shameful.  With proper powera
amt a competent muthaority o exercise
ther¥, Wellington evuld bave been wade
one of the most beantiful citios in the
world; but to do anything row would in.
volve such @ sum of money that a timid
man like bimself dare not think of it

To whivh it may be added that some
of the greatest offenders in the matter
of which Mr, Morton complained have
been the richest men of Wellington. There
are streets iy the best residential situm-
tione in Wellington, the hills at the back
of The Terrace, where ugly, sturing, ver-
andah-lesa house have been stuck up
alongside each other as clowe as they
ean well be put, with barely room for a
passage between each; three or four
houses have been built on sections really
only big enough for one, The architec-
ture js ghasily; the houses, like huge
boxes stuck on end, grievously offend tha

_eye. And for these ugly boxes the greedy
owner gets his exorbitant rents, and is
happy. If kia tenaats demur about ihe
stiff rents, he will talk about hard times
and high cost of land, and that sort of
thicg, and declares that house-property
doesn't pay.

The deep gully just at the back of Kel-
burze hill-top, near the eable car termi-
nus, e, I am afraid, gding to be a sort
of glorified slum. In this small ares, it
ia said, forty houses are to be built eventu-
ally, when all the sectiops—which are
very small ones—are sold. Some of them
are going up now, very close together,
But there is at least one consolation—
there is a decided improvement in the
architecture of the houses now being
built; some of them are really pretty
houses. But the change for the better
in ihis respect is to be put dowm to the
credit of the architects, and a single-
house-owner, raiher than to the man with
ihe big remt roll

Washed Ashore,

The trawler Nora Niven, which arrivea
at Wellingion on Friday from Chatham
Jelands, bricgs news that the name-board
of the ship Garnet Hill wais twashed
ashore on Waitangi beach.

The Garnet Hill ia a vessel of 2274
tons gross register, but at Port Glasgow
in 1804,

Hours of Nurses.

There is a spirit of revolt agongst
nurses at the Napier hospital, consequent
on the extremwely long aight duties im-
posed. It i alleped that the health of
aeveral murses I3 breken down, with the
result that one has asent inm her resig-
nation and others threaten to follow
puit unless conditions are improved. 1t
is stated that in some cases nearly 70
hours a week are worked.

New Industry at Rotorma.

The Hon. T. Mackenzie, Minister in
charge of Tourists Reworts, interviewed
last week in regard to the vole of £90
placed on the Publie Worka Eitimates
jor the eslablishinent ©f the fishcuring
ndustry at Rotorua, stated that -thae
vote iz requnired for prellminary arrange-
ments in counection with the cmokiag
of treut for commercial purposes. There
have heen frequent complaints of late
that the lakea are overstocked. A start
js to be made during the present sezson.
Regulations are shortly to be drawn up
to govern the new undertaking, and a
stafl of men wili be employed in catching
and curing treut for wmarket.

By Hea or Eail,

Where there is sea competition the rail-
way rates have to be reduced, remarked
the Prime Minister to a suggestion that
differential ruilway rates were charged
against the Norlth Island [ioes, As com-
pared to the South, the elaasified seale
was the pame in each islacd, except in

. cascd where the Departmeut had to fight
agninet sea competition. " We cannot ehift
the sea 100 milea from the railway ner
the railway 100 milea from the sea,” he
added, “and the experience from the argu-
ments uscd is that New Zealand ia {oo
near the sea.”

Yotes foxr Women,

In the Flouwe of Reprepentatives last
week Mr. T. B. Taylor asked the
Prime Minister wheiher, in view of t_be
fact that the full Pusliamentary franchise

Is low exercised by the women of N
Zealand and Australia with very ma
advautage to the cause of politieal re-
forms atfecting the highest Inierests of
the prople, he will endeavour to havw the
guestion of pecuring equal political power
for the women of tireat Britain made ant
issue for consideratiom by the approache
ing Imperial Conference. ro that the Pare
Jiamentary franchize within the Empirg
shall be uniferm? :

“To give effect to the request eonv:
involves interference by New Zealan
with the internal polities of Great Bri-
tain,” replied Sir Joseph Ward. *Constie
tutional rule forbide this, and, though X
am pergonally an sdvocate of woman’s
suffrage in this couutry, reapect for the
rule in question prevents my taking tha
eourse suggested.” * -

Cheap Marriages.

“Will the Goverument take stepa tg
reduce the feen now payable fo regiss
trars for the performance of ceremony,
of marriage 7" asked ®ir Wm. Steward.
The Hon. Buiddo replied: *There )4 Bdl
fee payable for the registration of mars
riage in New Zealand. A marriage bee
fore a registrar coests £2 2/6, made up
ag follows:—Xotice ¢of intended mar-
riage, 2/8; certificate authorising the
marriage, £1; solemnisation, £I. I
these fees were abolished, the Yevanua
would suffer to the extent of £10,000
per anoum, Our fees compare very fawe
gurably with those of other British
countries for similar services. Therea
are nearly a hundred registrars of mare
riages pald by fees, and provision would
have to be made for remunerating them
in some other way. Moreover, it Is
doubtful if the giving of further facili«
ties for marriage by civil contract would
meet with general approval. I meed
only add that T am comsidering the quess
tion of reducing the amount payable
where separate districts are concermed”

Walhi Minexrs.

A special meetiag of the Miners’ Union
was held on Saturday evening te con-
slder notices of motlun relutive to the
maiter of cancellation of registratiom un-
der the Arbitration Act, and withdrawal
from the Federation of Labour. Mr.
Parry presided, and there was a good
atiendance. Tt waa resolved unanimous-
Iy, with the exception of one wute, thall
the necessary steps be taken with &
view to cancelling registration, and thad
a mnew system of balloiing Dbe adopieds
A motion to withdraw from the Federa-
tion of Labour was lost, only four votex
being cast in its favour.

A meeting of the Urion Committed
endorsed the action of the Auckland
Jabourers’ Union in prohibiting subzon=-
tracting, and deplored 4lhe fact that
memnbers of miners uniops had ignored
the resolutinon passed to that effect.

The Waihi Uniom has now issued
noiices to membera te aldhere to the
resolution. -

Sounthward, Ho !

Sinee his arrival in Christehuneh, Cape
tain #cott has been the recipient of
almost countless messages of goodwilk
and many generous offers of aepport for
his Amtarctic esxpedition. As the task
of supervising the preparations Thas
made many demands upon his time, the
captain has not been able to acknow«
ledge personally more ihan a small pro=
porticn, and, in comsequence, has sen®
the following letter tu the Press forn
publication:— .

*On my depariure for tle Antarctig
I wish to express my appreciation of the
treatment which this expedition has re«
ceived from the people of New Zealand,
The grant of £1,000 which has been
wade by the Government cannnt bhut ba
considered a mest liberal contributiom,
having regard to the population of tha
country, and it s more esteemed since
it was promised by Bir Joseph Ward
at an early date, when the eanterprisa
was in ita mos:t serious need of sup~
port. Fyllowing this noble lead, and
since ita arrival in New Zealand, the exs
pedition has been the recipient of a cons
tinuous Rtream of giita in kind, and
even in money. Fo numerous are thesa
contributions that I have been unable
to express my gratitude to individual
donors, though 1 have endeavoured ta
Teturn thanks through thoie gentlemen
in warious districis wbo have generouse
Iy given their services to organiing the
supplien offered, in accordance with oar
requirements, In the absence of direef
thanks, I truat that ithe givers will be-
tieva that I fully realise the help which
they have given. Finally, I would zer



