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The Aunckland Competitions.

4hit the Northern vity posdesses in its
midat local talent of 2 very high order.
They have also druwn attention to'a few
weaknessen,  They have excited o larpe

amount of iaterest, and cannot fail to’

Emprove literary and arlistic standards,
'All competitions have this great advan-
tape, that they show competitors how
they really atand in.any aubject. The
anmateur to-day finds it very difficult to
get fuir and impartial critiviam amonmst
hia own cirele of Eriends and aequaint-
snees. He is often nutuly sncouraged by
well-meant Lot unvonsidered  praise, or
€lse he is undnly discouraged by neglect
and bwing passed over in favour of some
more  popilar  doval  eelebrity.  These
enmpeLitions give an assurel stabus te
the competent performer, and enable’ the
lenn competent to recopnise faulia and.
eorrect them.  But it must W rewem-
bered that many fuil 16 Jdo themsehes
Justive from sheer nervouspess, and nn
adjudivations based ou a single perform-
anee can be absolutely ecorrect. Those,
therefore. who have failel need wot be
ativcourigzed, but  should remember that

failure to-day does not necessarily mean

Tailuzre {o-morrow.
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The Octopuas.

The Stamlarl (i1 Company is seekiug
o eatend its operations over Europe, and
#H it encounters nowhere else in Europe
/LY 100ré serious oppesition than Ger-
many van offer cthe American “ovio:
Pus” ean procesd gaily to the execution
of its plan for crushing its competitora
out of existence. Some ten or twelve
years apo the “Stendard” entered into
negotiations with the fierman Fmperial
suthorities, by which the latter thought
they were driving an exeeedingly clever
barguin.  Mr  Rackefeller's  henevelent
organisation promised to found a “Ger-
man™ hraneh ar hranches, and his il
w3 to e sold to Glerman consumers Ly
Geormans under 8 German pame,  Fhat
sounled cdm-iliamry_ inmnenons  and
patrintic ta the Government. Sinee then

the trmat has browgit ne 1ess than eight -

“German™  eompanies  iuto  existence,
which dominate abaslutely evers Lranch
of petrolenm and be supply in that
country,  All of tiem are duly incorpor-
ated wnder Cerman law. ate conducted by
German manugrrs, and are even owned
—up to the same limit preseribed by Mr
Rockefeller—by  German  sharehoiders.
The “Stundard™>” monopolistic grip on
the dierman trade may e pleansd from
last years import statistics. Uermany
burnt  £3300.000  worth  of fureign
Petraleam in 1009, Some  £2.750,0010
was furnished by the "Stamndard's” vari-
Gus Clierman™ companies,
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General MHas.

Genreral Diaz. now eighty years of apr.
i fhe Grand O] Man of Mexico.  Jlis
Tife has been oue long romance. An early
atrigezle fur existence, war and wtrife,
Buonndy 30 severe that many tinees deith
wecmed imminent,  imprisonments,  dan-
Frrous escapes, ildary  success,  and
thei the Presilentship—all these avenis
followed in quick  susession  in the
career of this extraordinary man. He
has  shewn himself to be & mun  of
wtrong charavter and iron will, and has
proved himaelf to e one of the great-
ext rulers in history. He s reigned
with all the power of a king. a pope,
end a Uzar, Me in ersentially an aate-
orat, a monarchival yet democratie vglor,
He is & maodern of the moderna; and
&% sunn ax e henrs of any new invention,
manufacture, or wientitie dimovery, he
at onee seids uble representadives to in-
fuire into the matter and report fully
to him, That i+ why Mexico ja an up-
to-date. More thun that, his position is
o unlgue that whatever e decides j1
for the goml of P ocountTy can practi-
cally be done at once. for he is not lant-

prred Ly endless Royval Commisdions,
aud can carry a thing through  from
first 1o last, while wnother  land s
merely thinking about it. Under hia
rule Mexivo has improved  in every
way. Railways have opencd up  the
country, the fnances have henan placed

an g aond fouting, trale has incteasel,
Awd now that the Prewitlent is getting
old, the eountry Dbids fair $o revert ta
fts former condition of anarchy and re-
bellion, The Mesian can ooly be ruled
by tlhe iron head.

vIee Aucklund competitions have shown -
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astronomer, hae been discussing the as=
pect of our glube to an imagioary spec-
tator in the moon.” “The geographical
eonfiguration of our planet could not be
distinguished,” says M. Flammarion, “be-
cause, unlike Murs, or even the moon,
it does mot always have a clear sky.” M,
Flammar_ioh shows that, seen as it is,
the terrestrial globe suspended in the
ever dark lunar sky, studded with atars
by day as by night, may to the possible
inhabitants of the moon be aa a deloas
tial cluck placed there by mature to en-
alble them to have = perpetual time-
kewper and to regulate their calendar.
“Seen from the centre of the lunar hemi-
spliere which is known fo us,” he says,
“the tercestrial planet hanga like a hall
ready to fall from the heavers. The
diameter of this hall is nearly four times
greater than that of the full moon as-
we see it, and with a surface fourtesn
times mote’ exténsive and more lumin-
ous. Thia enormous fiery ball, which re-
maind motiomdess in the sky except for
turning  on its axis,” undergoes phases
analegons o those which  the moon
offers us. " Thus when we have a [ull
moon . the  Selenies have a ‘full earth’
and eonveraely. The ‘new earth’ gener-
ally occurs in the middle of the lumar
Aay, whi-h iy fifteen times longer tlhan
our day; the “first terrestrial quarter oc-
eurs at sunset, the ‘full earth’ at mil-
night, and ihe “last quazter” at sunrise,™
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The Auti-slang Club.

New York has started an Anti-flang
Club. The object of the.dal is to pru-
vide prizes for those -who can. iiscover
gnod  eguivalents for slang  expressions.
The prospectus reasls well, and is eowch
i the purest of Enjglish, : o

THE ANTI-RSLANG CLUB. _
New Organisation, Hita Safe the Firs€
Time at- Bat, and Looks Li y ]
Well, Fellow Citizens, as we said last
week in puching Torward (-)ur_m-v.' stunt,.
somebody has got to put the kybosh on
the Lalit of slinging slang. That was
the why of the Aatilang. Clu, to tie
a bell to old stang phrases and substilute
plain Enghiah, "Every week some slang
phrase wiil be offered the members of
the Anti-Slahg Cluly’and it will be up
to them to put it into plain English, or
United h‘tnf;a. or whatever it is wre ought
to talk kere, For-the best and most ex-
pressive real lamgraige subatitute for each
slang phrase a prize will be given. Herea
another lest -phmw: et to it, Hop
get to it” © - S DR
The previons eompetition was for the
Leat sutstitute for the plivame, “ Not on
your life,” and a prizé of £1 was awarded
te the sender of the sugpestion, “Never?
Let George do it.”. The club gught to be
able to add-variety to American plrase-
ology, even if it Joesn’t exactly make it a
well of English nndefiled. .
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Concllintion Throngh Commerce.
Mr. Pepper has forwarded us a very
interesting and instructive pamphlet on
' Coneiliation Through Commeree and fn-
duatry in Meuth America.” In the course
of his review at the political and diplo-
matic refuttons of the various republics of
South America, he shows that commerce
lhas been a great factor in waintaining
peace. He ratances the friendly settle-
ment of the bounmdary dispute between
$'bili and the Argentine, and a simitar
setthoment between Brazil and Peru, an
weil us the revent treaty between Brazil
and Uruguay. Mr. Depper peints out
thitt we liray too little about these things
Vecause they are not aennational. Now
that Crippen has been hanged it may bu
posnible for people to devote some atten-
tion Lo Nouth Ameriea. He eapecially de-
prevates the puablicativn of accounts of
disputes  whilst, the progress of com-
murer i+ ignored. He saxs that rumours
of warn in Latin Awerican conntries get
acnsatiogal headlines in the newspapeid;
no thought in given (o the failurs of the
runtnrs to be verifled. Fhe facta of in-
dustrial proxress and commercial ad-
vamement are not scssational; no ex-
citement is caused hy them, and they
pans unnuticed, vet all the dime they are
doing- thrir benelicent work is pruaet-
ing peace, -

ike a Winger."

His Retirement from the Stage
' B Career.

O Lave been an actor and a come-
dian, to bave been the medium
of letting recreation and lavghter
into the lives of the people, and

to drop from that homourable mission’
into the office of a theatrical manager

and become a mere hewer of salaries, -

and % drawer of dividends—sh! it is a
terrible fall. Yet it ix surprising with
what equanimity Mr. Hugh Ward faces
that prospective declension. He smiling-
ly thinks that he ,is progressing and
Pprospering, but how can a man be pro-
gressing who throws his talents into
the lumber loom and allows his artistie
self to be overgrown with moss and
lichena ® - .

“No, on July 1, 1011, when Hupgh Ward,
a principal in the firm of J. {. William-
son and Co. is bora, Hugh Ward the
aclor dies so for as the theatre-going
public are conzerned. And he dies in the
prosperity of hiz youth and the fulmess

NUGH ). WARD.

MR,
of his tulents. It iz time evem now o
avrite ‘his obituary mDotice,” to” drop’ a
fear over a Thespian's grave, and to mur-
myr u prayer for an edrly and glorious
resurrection. L o :
Hugh Ward. the actor, seen in _]liu
retrosgective entirets, is.an intere«tl.ng
stage personality. He has had o more in-
teresting and versatile  eareer than thg
mdjority of youmy actors. Twenty-twe
years avo—and it & Do secret that he
was then 17 years of age—he joined the
stage im  Amevica, and for 11 Fears
played 1o “Stock.” To the sound and
varied training which he gained during
that period, ho attributed his later roe-
cess. A weekly change of programme,
and 2 weekly change of parts invelving
transition from humour to pathes. from
farce to tragedy, and vice-versa, were
the genesis of versatility and the develop-
went of artistic capacity over its wilest
range. The last 11 years have been
divided between Austrulia and the O1d
Country. Wilh an American reputation
be came to Australia to play character
parts, but was immeliately thirown ir_\tn
paitomime, and the public thinking
light entertaimment to he his forte have
ever sinve given him & standing order
for tlhat ¢lass of fare. Yet in those
22 years we can recall Mr, Ward in
a variety of divergest roles. Te atands
now at the lread of a wnat interesting
gallery of very mixed characters, all of

them  strikimg  portraits  of  bimsell
variously expressel. Ont of a con-
glomeration of over 40 puarts coma

thonghts of him as & pantomime come-
dian, as u serions drabantic artiat, as A
churacter acter, as an eceentrie daucer,
and a3 & cownedisn in musical comedy
and cowic opera, The gallery of por-
traits show the same perzomulity behind
auch oppesite characters s Sir Toby
Heleh in “Twelfth Night" Mathiaa in
“The Bells,” Bead Fuarintoesh in
Eeolea in “Custe,” “The
ter,” “The Trivate Seeretary,™
kinnon,” *The Man from
thaose half-dozem of pgiddy Dbut nimble.
fcoled old gentlemen whom Mr. Ward
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— Interesting

bas given to we in the lighter theatriead
fare of recent years, We can recall the
fact that for two years in succession
he contributed a star turn in the Drary
Lane pantomime, first in a thoughtiul
and entertaining sketch of Simian pro-
gression entitled “The Fvolution of Man"
and next in an ecrentric dancing  act
known as “The Scarecrow,” a perfocm.
ance wlich proved so great an attraction
that he was engazed by a French mana-
ger to repeat it in Paris with 4 French
supporting  company, which incnded
Mdile. Gaby (les I to whom tlie mis-
fortunes of the Ky of Po tugal have
quite recently ‘brenght notoriety. Tn the
interval between the pantonimes he wae
for many wonths premicre dancer at the
Empire Theatre with the famous Mdlle.
Genee. :
. For the last five years Le has beem
m management on his own awvount,
and has travelled his company through-
out Australasia and the Far East. 1t
must he almost superfluous to remind.
the puilic of Mr. Ward's suocess during
that period. He has lLeen the one actor-;
manager, who self financed, has been able
to keep continunusly hefore the Austra-
lian andiences a first-grade company
playing ligh-rla~s caniedies and charging
top prices. A wound theatrical educa-
tion in “stock.” experienze in Awmerica,
Canada, Lonsdan, Paris, Au-trmlasia, and
the Orient, versatile work as an expo-’
nent of all emotions, and as 3 manager
and producer. form a very. valuable and
comprehensive professional asset,  Mr.
Ward alao owes much to the Fact that
he Las studiel the literature of tha
atage, has had opportpmities of discnos-
ing the higher meaning of gramatic art
with auch menr as the late Sicv. Henry
Irving, Joseph . Jefferson, and Mounet
Souliv, the eminent Frewch tragediam,
and haz thought on acting in its intel-
lectual and aesthetic aspeeta. o
T As before imdicated, Mr. Warl conm-
siders an experienve in ~stoch” a magni-
ficent education. “It createn enormous
resourcee,” he sand. “It gives mental and
physical plialility -and fts develops won-
derful observitions from & wuman view-
Iﬁoint, The conzennence is that whenever
one is called upon to play u part he hae
glored io his mind a wide knowledze of
the oddities and eccentricitics of huran
nature, and these he can reproduce sub-
jective to artistic technique. After all,
the soul of acting is truth idealised.™

Those are the chaervations of an actor
soon to be no more. What then does
the prospective ecorpse say of his husi-
ne:a hereaffer? What does it feel like
ta be at the point of death of one’s ar-
tistic self?

~something like <nicide—although 1
have never tried it”* the Tovmed actor
replied. “In leaving the fooilights and
in’ surrendering the jorxs of acting and
of vounterfeiting thie pathos amd huwmour
of life, oue natorally feels ma, y reprets,
bevaize it s o the actual playing I at-
tribute whatever. success | have had.
Time after time 1 have been fortunate
in being able tn execute littie bita of
humanity- limned by wuthors with won-
derful hﬁi;;hmliou. and they have led me
into the hearts of shatdcters, to give
life and speech and theught to _whoni
was & real delight, The sensation of
playing a part is the same foyous thing
as that felt by a bittle girl in mothering
a doll, oT a Loy in winniag the w,nr.lf_l-
disturbing batiles with regiments of tin
soldiers. The mctor liven in a greal
worlid of make-believe, aml the rhsra.f_.‘.-
tera of his creatinn are mentally _lnn
friends and aseoviates always. This e
the perfume of the actor's existence. Bug
in going intn wanagemen: there is still
mreat play for oue’s imagination, an
for hisn knowledge  of r-wn:rh-n_l ta'_h-
nique, One’s tootlight individuality dis-
appears, but in managing and producing

oue's ideals per medinm of the talenls
af otlirrs. To maull & production inte -
proper form, to ses in prowpective the
rnaemble, to imbur the members of the
company With your own artistie pereepe
tiong of what W neresmary, to see thati
each charac.er in Arat eomplete in itueld
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