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The Week irz Review.

'NOTICE.

4'he Edifor. will be plessed to re-
oaive far consideratian Shkort Storias
and. Descriptive Articles, illustrated
with phofca, ar sugdestions from ¢om-
fributors.

Bright, tersa contributions are wanted
dealing with Dominion ILife and guea-
tiona. - . -

’ Unfess ofamps are went, tha Editor-
sannct guarantee the retura of ansuil-
abie MSS. B .

The Second Chamber. .
ANY New Zealanders find i
hard to follow the trend of
British politiva.- They eannot
understand the immense inter-

sk that centres round the question of the
abolition of the House of Lords 6n y&'hlch
to o large extent hinges the reslisation of
pocial reform. .- When our own Upper
House made amendments to the Gaming
Eill the Premier simply moved the rejec-
tion of the amendments en madse, and his
motion was unanimously agreed te, Our
Legislative (ouncil is ornamental, and
has perfect freedom of discussion, but it
js wot ailowed to obstruet necessary re-
forms. Mr., Asquith seecks to put the
Lords in a similar position, They may
meet, and dress up, and talk to their
haarts’ confeat: but the Liberals, and
with them a large, if mot overwhelming,
pection of the Brilish electors, feel that
they ought not to be allowed io stand
in the way of the declared will of the
people. 1t is only to be expected that &
number of people resent Mr. Asquith’s
essentially demoeratic position, and are
going frantic over the threatened curb be-
ing placed on men who owa their power to
birth rather than to talent or effort. The
position ia so curious that it requires
some explanation.

L

The Shortcomings of the Lords.

The reason for this typically conserva-
tive attitude of mind which reaents
change, and, most of all, progressive
cliange, is that Englishmen are by nature
Bentimental, They loathe to part with
anything that has been part ef the na-
tional life. The alleged freedom the Eng-
lish are said to enjoy to-day is largely
the freedom of the upper and the middle
elass. The great hungry mass of the
people have no freedom, politically speak-
ing. Muny of them have mo vutes. Less
than 1-5th of Britain's 43 millioas
aTe enfranchised. It is not yet & cen~
iury ago that any rort of political free-
dom wob forced by the middle class from
the handa of those in power, and that
wan only gained after gbetruction by the
Peers wua fought and defeated. Tha
present election in England is not only
& fight to compel the wealtliy, privilegod
#nd land-owning classes to contribute to-
wards the heavy burden of taxatiom and
the nnvy. but it also foreshadows & more
democratic age when the mass of the
prople will have pomething like an ade-
Runm votoe in the affaira of the country.

t prezent the burden of taxation om
Recessarien of jife fulla hardest on ithoss
wio are leawd represented in the eounsels
of the people. The Lovds, by reason of
their hereditary right and omniscient
powers, ave too long held in check re-
fornis and protected their ond others’
yeated intereats which for years have beem

making forfunes out of & depraved liquor
traffic, rotten insanitary housinpg, extor-
tionate renta and charges, and other
auch traditiomal usages. Some people
feel that the Lords are picturesque and
romantic, and sentiment of this sort still
lboms large in life, But all the senti-

ment in the planet cannot stem the ris-|

ing tide of conviction that the coastitu-
tion of the Lords to-day is simply a not
over-serupulous menace to the rights of
the people. The time has arrived when
sentiment must give way to practical con-
siderations, The will of the majority
must prevail in the long run, particu-
larly when it is in deadly earnest to
erush the conservative prejudices of the
Lords, The battle to be fought in Bri.
tain befors Christmaa is not only & fight
of the peopls versuz the Peera, but also a
atrapgle mgainst the self-interest of land.
owners, weslthy monopolists, and the
brewers, .

: - -

An Old Differomce Settled.

Ta countries ahich are fres from the
archiae and hampering conditions im-
posed by {radilional reveremce for the

‘past, the love of impressive spectacles

still remuine. ¥t chiefly takes the form
of vulgar diaplay Ty wealthy plutocrsts.
It olden times hishops travelled with
immense retinues, and lived in princely
eplendoar, The wmodern bishop is oo
buxy to ¢ravel in state, and his income
forbids any but a most modest household.
This ia especially true of Ainerica, where
bishops are prone to eaerifice dignity
to efliviency. But the imprameive spectacle
is still provided for the people, and the
wnillionaire Las kindly taken on his owa
shoulders the cost and burden of provid-
ing it. When Mr. Pierpont Morgan, the
modern Christian wealth monopolist, is
engaged on his religioua duties, he
travels with a costly magnificence that
might have excited the envy of a Wolsey.
He recently attended the Episcopal Con-
wvention at Cincinnati as representative
of St. George's Church, New Yeork, and
&t. George himaelf could not have been
treated beiter. For his convenience the
“moat expensive Ledroom in the coun-
try” was specially reserved It & situ-
ated in ihe £250,000 house erected by the
late ™Mr, Alexander MeDonald, Over
£25,000 was spent on the decoration of
e, Morgan's bedroom, which ia furnish-
ed in Louis XVI. style, and Liung with
rose-pink damaak tapestry, and containa
three gold cabinets filled ~vith antique
jewellery and rare bric-a-brac, Every-
thing else conmected with his visit waa
on 41 equally sumptuous ecale. Mr, Mor-
gan is described as a deeply religious
man, 30 it would look as if the Camel
and the Eye of the Needle had settled
their ancicat differences. At the same
time, the hypocrisy of the whole thing ie
disgusting,
PR .
Catch Phrases oo
At elections few things are of more
importance than good batile cries. Ia
this respect, Mr. Asquith's party has a
distinot advantage, “Dewn with the
Lords” ia much hetter than “Tariff Re-
form” ma an election ery. When tihe
Licensing Bill was before our awn House,
Mr. Poole pointed out that thousands
of pounda had besn spert on popularising
the phrose, “Strike OQut 4he Top Line,”
and he was able to prove that great dam.
nge would be done to the cause of tem-
perance if the position of the lines on the
voting papera wera to be altered. “Votea
for Women"” and “Three Acres and
Caw"” are instancss of the value of catch
phrares. We cannot but recopnise that
the Conservatives are not good at manu-
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facturing these thiags, for the reason
these catech phrases often epitomise a
popular comviction, People like aome-
thing definite to vote for. Nebulous re-
form of the Lords and egually nebulous
schemes of fiscal changes do not appeal
to the popular imagination, For this
reason, Mr., Balfeur has not nearly so
much hold on his - audiences ag Mr
Lloyd Cleorge. Mr. Lloyd Grorge is =
master of catch phrases, and they score
becouse he is a greal refarmer
- - o

The Colonist Car. ©os

- Mr, Joho Henderson, in his “Life as an
Emigrant,” describes aome of his experi
encea on the CP.R. ¥hen. one rends
them one is forced to the conclusion that
our own Main Trunk is a palace of com.
fort by comparison. Ia deseribing the
colonisk cartiagea on the Canadian Paci-
fic, he eays that the cars are cheerless
in ihe extreme. ‘One car holds filty or
sixty people. Little wooden tables are
arranged between each two seats, and
round each of ihese boards four people
can eat, At night the table is lowered
to 1he level of tha two seats, and you
have a bed—a bed for two. A flap of
wood i8 lowered from the ceiling, and
there iz another bed for two. Two snd
two in tiers the colonisis sleep on their
lhard wood couches. An overcoat scrves
for covering and 'a valize o boot for pil-
Jow. The jolting, rocking, dusl-filled
irain wobbles aleng, shaking the weary
wmmigrant through the Iong, cold nights.
Sleep is impossible. Men and women and
children are all together in the great car.
You can imagine the ghrill cries of the
tired, uncomlartable, terrifled children;
the scoldings of sorely-tried mothers, the
grumblings of bachelors, and the eriren-
tiew and apologies of the fathers. The
bachelord, a3 a rule, are either frunkly
blasphemoua or loudly sympathetie Pity
for the women and ehildren ia the pre-
vailing nate, and & shouted enmplaint of
maore than average brrtality usually
Lrings wpon the head of the compluinant
a shower of admonitory langnage, The
words used are, of courne, usurlly awful.
The atmosphere of the place i hellish.
The writer goes on to say: “1 don't want
to exaggerate the discomforts of the
poor emigrants; still leas do I desire to
be unfiir to the Canadian railwava, 1
have ‘roughed’ it in many countries; 1
have felt desperate and lonely before; X
Lave been in tight cornsre, and thought
that the end was near; I have beenhun-
gry anl thiraty in wild jungle enuntrics,
and lived alome with black people; but
never did I ferl so degraded, ro utterly
ag outcast as I did ou the colonist car”

Cannda and Departation .

But the worst frature of Canadian
immigration would seem to be the de-
portation system.  Glowing pamphleta
are distributed all over Englind and
Europe describing the glories of Canada.
A family in some Britieh or Roumunian
or German bamlet sells everything —
farm, furniture, all wourldly goods. They
tuke tickets and reacl {Quebee. There
ope member of the fumilv—an old nuun,
or woman, or youug child—is found phy-
sically or mentally untit, The medies
officers are above sentiment; they order-
that that persom must gu back. No mmat-
ter whether it is father or mother, or
infant in arms. Hack they must go.
The coat of the long journey has swal-
lowed up the proceeds of the sale. L
agine the pusition! There is no appeal
from the decisien of the Depastuwent, nor
can onc always Ree reaseon in its actions.
A man, & penztoner from the Chatham
naval dockyard, with a long serviee char-
acter, and seventy or rvighty pounds in
his pocket, went to Canada to get work
in eynaocetion with thy new Deniinion
naval scheme. e pard his own paseage,
and was apparently in exeellmt heahih,
One would itnagine an execllont settler’
in every way, But what follows?

> o

What Deportation Meana.

Az far s can be ascerinined, fur offi-
cial seerets are closely puarded, e cele
brated This arrival by drinking lo the
healih of his adopled country. TFhere in
no evidence that he gt drunk in any
seuse of the word. Yet the next duy he
was deported. The murning after Lthe
boat ieft Quebee this man did nol appear
at the Dbreakfast table.  The slewarnds
broke open his eubin dooe, and fouml hix}l
dead in u poul of bloed. 1le Judd cut his
iLroal. As ston as pessible the budy
was dimped down the ash-shoot-—lung
into the sca al midnight—and only the
ship's afficers und stewards knew any-
thing about ihe matter. They did nat
want any seandul.  Another deportid
Englishman jumped overboard aod wos
drownel. A Cunadiur, wriling to an
Kuglish paper, says: “If the Usaadian
authoritivy deported 1he religioda mi-
aca that lLave been having euch & time
in Cunnda, they would be doing s serviee
to humanity. What an awful, erucl
country Csnada is! We heur 8 great
deal of English slumas, but mothing of
tha evils of the shipping sid immnigrant
husinesa, and the terrible eanditions in
Cannds of erime and murder.”  We hear
nathing beeavese the moan of the mather,
the wail af the infant. and the despairing
ry of the smuiride are drownod by tha
funfure of the Imperialistic trumypot and
the loud leating of the Urilish Jdrum,




