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WITH SAIL AND MOTOR

NOTES FROM THE WATERFRON

(By RENGTATL)

MEETING of the Conumittee of
the Auckland Anniversury Re-
gatta Association was beld in
the office of the Secretary (Mr.
€. . Dacre) on Yednesday last, and
every member wus present.  This regatta
promises to be the best heid for many
years, and the Committee ure quite en-
thusiastic about their work. No diffi-
culty will be experienced about a flug-
ahip this year, as there are several large
liners duee inm poert about the date fixed
i(owing to the 20th Junuary falling on
Sunduy, the regatta will be held on Mon-
duy). The entries for all classes are
expected to constitute a record. and it
is hoped that it wilt be so, as the com-
miltee give a very great deal of time to
the getting together of fumnds, and as
‘Aucklanders are jusily prond of their
beautiful barbour it is ta be hoped that
they will give the commitiee the assist-
ance that is expected. Tt wonld be a
thousand pities for e time honoured
function to be allowed to drop. Tt ia
quite possible that we may be fnvoured
with a visit from the Australian Squad-
yon in Jonuary, and this would lend
additional attraction to the function. Jt
is to be hoped that we get a finer day
than we had last vear, whicl, of cotirse,
makes all the difference in the nmwunber
of spectators, but that not being in our
hands we must hope for the best. There
‘ gan be no finer sight for people who live
inland, as well as those along the waler-
" front, than the hurbour covered with
white sails gliding dlong with a fresh
breeze over the sparkling water. There
ie.not a dull moment in a whole day
spent aboard the flagship on Begatta
Day. . . i
Building 1s still very brisk.  Mr. C
Bailey has a large Faunch for the Cleve-
don Steam Rhip Co. planked up and
and she should bLe ready for
or aboitt, the middle of Decem-

£.

The keel of the twinscrew launch for
the Tongan Guvernment will be laid
down this weck, and the work pushed
forward as fust ns possible.  She will be
‘fitted with iwo 14 Li.p. Anderson engines,

Messrs. Bailer und Lowe's yard has o
wery busy appearance. A uumber of
mmall boats are on the stocks in every
siage of construction. The fne launch
for Mr. Twigg has now been planked wp,
and has a very powerful appearance, no
pains having been spared to bring ler an
paar perfection ns possible. -

Messrs. Colling and Rell have their
shed full of small work, besides a 26t
launch for Mr. I, Bell, :

A fine twin-screw steamer for the New
Zealand Shipping Co., Lid., was launcled
foom Mr. C. Bailey’s yards on Saturday
morning. She is to be used at Napier
for . lightering purposes.
took place a little before mine a'clock.
‘Ag the vessel started to glide down the

‘woys Misa Laurel Bailey, the builder’s -

daughter, broke 2 bottle of champagne
aver her hows, and christened her Katu-
“nui, amidst -the cheers of the spectators.
The amxious momenis, as she inereased
speed down the ways, were groundless,
ns shie took the water without the slixht-
4t hitch, shooting well out till brought
‘up by the cables. She was brought
.mlongride the breastwork, where the work
ot installing boilers and engines and
“slepping masta will be carried out. Thbe
“following are the dimensions of the
Kotunui: Lengih belween perpendicilars
107 feet, water-line 07 feet, beum 24 feet,

8 feet depth of hold, draught 8 feet |

joaded. The enpines are being insialled
by Fraser and Hors, engineers, of Auck-
land. -

My, Q. Nicol also launched from his
ward o few -minutes later a handseme
seow for Menars, Wilson, Lid., for the
‘vement trade bLeiween Mahurangi and

‘Aucklnnd, - As oson a3 the tiea were cut -

» bottle of champagne wns broken over
ther bows, chiriatening her Portland, and,
amidat the cheering of all prescnt, she
ook the water without & hitel, he
menata will be stepped this week, and
-she ghould be ready tw take up her rum-

The launch

ning by tue end of the month. The fol-
lowing are the dimensions of the Port-
lund: Length 75 feet, beum 21 feet, depth
5 feet. She will Lo keteh rigeed Ly
Messrs. Jugzer and Harvey, Alessre. J.
Burns and Co. are muking the suils. She
is very strongly bmilt threngheut,  Her
topsides are painted white, anid xhe is
sheathed with totars below the water-
line. - -

NORTH SHORE YACHT CLUB.

FIRST CRUISING HAUE TO AWANOA
BAY.

The North Shoert Yacht Clob held Lis
Arst cruising and barbone races ou Sat-
urday. There were flve eruixing races,
which were to Awuren Bay. n good fleet
eutering for each rure. The wind was
well easterly, with a stvong Hood tide.

Ltass - -In this elnss afl ¢ressedl the line
Par the Marcoudall. - Thistle el the
tine flrat, followed by Kittiwake anid Ma-
i, oud the rest well up. e tlines ard

as follows: Maraugl. linishing
correrted time 2m 43
iki, Th 48m, Th
T 48%m S0s, Th d&m
. 4; Muhaki,
ls, Th G4 10s, 3; Kirtiwake, Sh
onm, 6; Ypeedwell, #n S0m, EL
Bronzewing ¢id not finish. B

Ciass II. -All saried. Romp
first, tollowed by Pandora avl Terl
Romp. Th 41lm 35s. Tk 41m
49m 139, Th 158, 2; P
A 18w, 3; [rish, S0 16 w, 4. Alexd,
M-n_vbe]fe and Taogaroa not fAuish.

{'Taza 11, —This class got falrly nwny o
gether, the Hond golting over the lne

Al eartaense,
Thistle. Th 52m, T

n,
T,
h o

crossed
Clines:
1; Peri, Th

ora, 8 2N,

first, viosely folluwed by Ualypeo and the
reaf.

The Emerald did rot start, alze Foanl,

and Eina. - ypse, Th
J0m, Th 29m 50s, 2;
Li. TL 4o 13c,

£im 1s,
3 Zoe_Th
Th 3T Eis,

|, O

Gannett dld n .
Clasa 1V.— Bileen crossed Orst, followed
clasely by Hillla. Acacta and Daphue. Moo
wnl was ubout Smin late. Times: Venus,
Sh im #0s, 8b lm 408 1; Mowal, B 37m s,
HL d7we 36%, 3; Fowhat, Bh Hhwm 3550 S S0
4%, i 9h %1m, Bh 1im, aci,
Ph 2Tm, &, dlilda, Woirangi, Mel
mnd Iraphue did

-

ot flulsli.

Class V.— Quly three started in ¢his race,
qhe Nliobe getting awiy well Dbefore the
other twoe, Konini and Xopa. The Fua eas
e ooly ¢ne to holsh; thwe 110 45w, corvedt.
ed time 11h 38w,

Open  Boats.—All started hae Woidonza,
Rosina croased first, Olivinre being next,
end Miatral next, followed closcly by 4he
rest. Tisues: Mistml, b 3m 305 oh dm Sk,
1; Flattie, 5h Ym 274, 5k 4 G7s 2
$h 13m 18s, Sh T ¥8a. d; Mlvioe,
E9s, 3h 10w 20w, #; Kauwatl, oh 2m 1is, 5h
12m 148, &

Mr 8. White was atarter. and Mr W. T.

" BILLIARDS.
Red Losing Hazards.

With that chiel exponent of the los-
tng-harard game, the eighleen-ycar-obd
Australisn youth, George Gray, about
to engage in a peries. of matches
throughuuat Great Britain, it i only rea-
sopable to expect some uneammon per-
formances in this direction, and a conse-
quent desire on the purt of our ama-
teur players to follow his lead, re-
marks an expert in the “Lundim Dhuily
Telegraph.” There are few billiandists,
surely, who have failed to liear of the
really remarkalle scoring from the col-
oured Lall ypung Gray has aclicved in
Ausltralia duwring the past two years
Breaks of 400 and 500 puinils almost en-
tirely compiled by his partivular ageacy
were eventa of minor importance to him,
His fairly frequent G0, and an oeca-

sivnal TOU, were the stepping siomes in

the formation of a new prge in alliard

history. This received ils finishing
touches when the mmunmoth lreak of

836 points, all but dive poinls of which

were scored by h from 1he Ted
Dull, came to pass last year. There were
sceptics at Home here {induding  the

writer) who mistrusted the message that
the eables brought. 1k seemed too big
a score, too lheavy a strain on one of
Gray's immalure age. Thers were ru-
moura, also, of an enlarged banlk aren,
A ecireumstinee wholly without founda-
{ion, but one which, hall it been as 2l-
leged, wminst  have materially  lessensd
the magnitude of a very painsiaking
and, evidenlly, mont accucately delivesed
chain of strokes, .

In Jusiice to Grav, - 1t should Dbe
stated that he reccived no such ulterior
assiztance in ithe making of a worlis
record Dbreak. To dispel mny lingering
doubts which neny still remain in the
atmosphere of the fur-reaching billiard
world, Gray bas come to the hub of it
to prove lhis worth among the cveam of
Lthe talent. This bold and confident step
will, aa I have pointed out, send the
pendulem  of | billiard-playing  fanciea
away from the top-of-the-table extreme,
where it has mostly stood ibese paxt
ten vears, to the opposite side, and
where it was placed in the days of the
so-called apot-barred gama which pre-
vailed when the prolific spot-stroke held
sway,

BLaw timekeeper wod Judge, nsyisred by
BIr H, Beager. J
¥ * k
Geo. A. Trler. E. Harvey,

TYLER & HARVEY,

Ship. Yacht and

Boat Builders, .

AVE now oom-
menced bual-
nesa i com-
modious

premiscs with water
frontage, and are
prepared te supply
Desigos snd  Ead-
-mates for ail classes
“of work. - Matar
Taunehes and Hepair
Work & inlty.

De6.

47 Customy Street, Auckiand,
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Yoreeoa ok
Officet
HALL OF QOMMURCE, HIGH-ATREET,

Hhowlng the. irue feld of posithons for (bLe
rrdl ball In B austaloed run of losiag hax
ards. ~ The enctosed xeetionn marked DA,
indleaie the dead ground where the eed ball
sbould not slop. The point munrked wilh a
X below the centre spurt B lhe 1den) posds
alon, affording the playver, as it " dues. wn
optivnal loslng hazard o eHher  wmiddie
povket frowm Lhe 1n -

A red-ball Break, by which term a
mmore or lens prolonged sucerssion  of
losing hnzarde from the red bsll ia
nreant, is al once a pleasimg spcctacle
1o those within easy syt of the table,
and a trying achievement, as sovn ay it
goos Leynnd moderate leogthae, Lo the
player. Haviug to play from about the
same poaition out of banlk, stroke after
plroke, and uliise the saume st ol
muacles in what moy faicly. be deseribed
n8 o very similar scd of shots, the losing
hazard operator will find Liuwclf mure

tired after a lenglhy attack upon the
coloured balf than if he had scored
double the amownt of pointa by the more
cuslomary open, all-round play, The
very eifort of walking from point te
poind around the tuble between the
uirokes gives the necessury reliel to the
continual tax made npon the legs and
back. VYauriety is ever charming, and in
its own particular way, moat restful.
Anything to relieve the siress of mom-
otony is the keynole in most thinga,
and much so in billiards us’in other mat-
tera of our daily lives. Without a doubt
a special kind of training. and mot less
s#0 the dogued phlegmatic teanperament,
i4 & rare factor in conbection with leag
sequences of losing hazard strokes. Nine
{imes vut of frn it s fatizee that causen
the fuiare. The exe or bady is tired.
the hand, as the centrolling power for
the xhot, dees et follaw its given di-
rection, apd the objeet-b:l 3= faken too
Jully or tes thioly, and the score, if
made, Feaves the object-all in unfax-
ourable scoring mround, or, as is most
tikely, the opposing player is called
1o the table.

Thers are parls of the table to he
avonled, “dead ground.” as it were, which
pat the red boll oot of reasonable seor-
ing lelitudes, as apart from its being
left inside the haulk line. These arte
approximaiely set furth by curving lines

1v. the play
is Lo bring the eolovrved bull =hot witer
ghot {0 the e¢euntre of the table, and,
prefermbly, 1o a point some ISin, directly
below the middie spet.  This pesition
admitz of wn oplione] losing hazard st
either of the eentre pockews. But like
Aail the very best thimes possible, it s
seldam reatised.  Yon way ~tatt off upon
a lesing bhuzard expedition with  the
yed ball <o pluced, and Bever agin gel
it there, or even directly in the middie
line of the table, deapite the faet that
all thi are po~sible in the wnending
variety of this, the most complex of all
ganes,  This is my own expericnee, and
one dily comdirmed by a elose vigil kept .
for many years now upon the play of
the leading practitivners, The red lall
in almost every siroke iz sent up to the
top cushion, to come straight back at
single sirength, or at donhle strength
through ‘buulk: but in the rase of o long

and short “jenny”” and ihe very oc-
casional =low, thin hazard., it comes
squatcly off the.side-gnshion er runms

diagunally on the vloth. These Telercaves
are vonfined to the mildle pocket, which
are decidedly wore simpie than thoee
aimed at the top pockeis, which are not
se ceTlain to be made wor rephwe lhe
red Ball well for the sucreeding «hol,
Withoul a doubt, the ideal of the pros
nounced To<ing. hazard player, such as
{iray mow in and our own Aelbourne
Inman  formerly wias, is as lengihy a
sequence  of middle-pockel  bazards as
can  be played, with the top-po
“lung losers”™ merely- filted in Lo
rontaclk with the wmiddles.  That i
theery of ihe red ball “break,” and,
like all theory, il needs the sl of prae-
tice o keep ai-ali- in toneh with it
The general amateur iden of-- playing
up to one pocket iz ttally. sound. When
the red Lol lies at the sides of the
table, whether it be by the top or middle
pockets, the pluyer shonld frame - hLis
slroke s0 As o szend it inte the centrs
of ihe talle, The idey is to keep it
vut towarda the middle, when it Jiea
there by full shote for the niddle poc-
kets, and hali-ball drives for the lop-
pockets, that send M around the upper
hulf of the talde. And of nil the strokes
pussible, ihe run-threugh at the middlea
is easily the safest and best when =
connection s opened with the centre-
pockets.  Thix ahot will, unless I am
greatly omistaken, be more in favowr with
amatenrs in & few monihs" time than,is
now the case. The lexsons in losiag
hazarda which the youlhinl Auwstrnhiam

- will furpish thia hilliurd scaxon . will art

a preminm upon the o threngh at the
middle pockeis. . ,

Upon ihe eecond diagram, the Lwo
strokes given indicate 4the nature of the
run-through shotz mentioned, To those
whoe never play the foHow throngh, un-
icas actunlly compelled Lo do so, thewr
apparently daring character  will  no
doull compel a close acraliny, They
only serye Lo alow how vaetly & dil-
ferent gome is played by 1he professionul
experls aml tlie skilled amateurs thao
that known to apd rendered by the
‘avernge every-dny phayer, who dewla ir
pittle ele than quarter to half ae
strikings for aliowt every cannom vt
losing hazard. The “lmndred-break” mee
ecantrol and steer the ohject-ball, in wil-
dition 10 making the mctusl scoving
stroke. which is only coneidered to 4



