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‘The Shah’s Adventure.
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(Author of " Passing Down

ROUBLGUS days had fallen upon
old Lalieen Castle,
ludies,

The youny
last representatives of

the ancient house of McLough-
fin had been ainking deeper aml deeper
iile the pit prepared for them. Whe first
shovelfal of rich virgin soil, out of which
the pit was hollowed, had beea heaved
asule, lightheartedly, by Major McTaough-
lin the day ke approached lia rew ten-
ant, and neighbour, Mr. Joseph Frost,
for a temporary loan of one lumlred
punrnds.  The lean was to be repaid in
three montha.  The Major's pronise wis
magde in all good faith but it suited Mr.
Frost’s beok better to encourage the gal-
lant officer to stave off the evil duy of
repayment. The great Leveller, nwean-
time, stepped in unaware and taid the
Major low on the coid bosem of Mother
Xarth; by which time Mr. Joseph Frost,
gombeen man in disguis

hundred pounds mult pllecl by ten.
was this all; the gombeen man, afflicted
by & plethora of wealth and ile.-m, Wi

the Avenue,” eofc.)

For six menths Mr.
niourning rhiers every couceivable
attenlian, ng aasistance and advice
an every possible occasion, till cne day
Eliice McLoughlin saw a Jook in the
man’s eyes that filled her young mind
amd soul with repugnance and loathing.
Could thal over-fed, ignorant money-pod
inmgine that she could cver, ever liva
Yet that waa exactly what his
eyes plainly said, and what cbviously
ltis Fipa only awaited occasivn to repeat.

Ellive cut the interview short, and
Wwithdrew to her raom—=to ery her purty
eyes out,” a3 Biddy Aurphy afterwards
deseribed jt—and then sought ler sister.

“We must leave the old place, Kaih-
leen,” ghe paid quietly. “Wae must aetl
Ballecn,” She would rather beg her
daily bread than warry that creature
Frost, whose fat, flabhy hands made her
delivale flesit ereep with repulsion,

Kathleens
her sister’a when Biddy, one-time nuees
and now maid of all work, entered the
FooTe,

“Why then, Miss Fllice and Mis= Kath.

Frast paid the

"

My dear. you are not laoking well.

afilicted likewise By the pungs of hoy .
or at least unceqaitied love. IE he sighed,
he sighed in private and in vain till the
happy day dawned wien coniident of

slceess, he was determinel that the Jdebt

should be redeemed.
For Major MeLoughlin lay
neatl the turf he loved.

‘il‘Clll. bLe-

From a singular, frankly emprasine
chiikl, Ellive McTounghlin hal developed

inte & lovely dnrk wirl of twenty-
one, with ehweks that rivalled the peaches
on the south wall of the ohl-waorlk gaiden
of Balleen Castle, fumous thongh thess
awere for their richness and bloom.

1t wuaa just a week previous to the
Mujor’s sudden decense  that Joseph
Frost bethought hinsclf of his outstand-
ing loan and requested an early sottle-
ment—or, in lien thergef, the Land of
the beautiful Elties,

Unfortunately, the Major's banking ae-
evunt war over-druwn, and e kiuew not
where to turn to lay hid hands upon a
thausand pence.  Denth relieved him of
hia anyieties, and he passed away under
a astroke, leaving his two givls hia em-
barranswcuta any Liabilitics for Jgacy.
EE

leen, what sorrom™s on you at all?” she
eried.

“Oh, Bid(?}", dext.” lier young mistress
replicd with a +hoked sub, ‘we must
aoll dear, dear old Balleen!” In a few
words she explained the pitiful situation
and Riddy went away wmtiering lereely
abuut the nasty ways of pgembeen men
when their name was Frost.

Bulidy trodeed out to the slalles {o
eon~ult the 1ower of Balleen's strength,
sy RKane, coachman, gardener, handy-
wan mwl general factotion, uml Biddy
Murply™ forlorn matrimonial hape,

“CGnsiy, ti=a't wnch use or ernament
you'lll e i you dop't conthrive some
Tewvte ¢ 4o Tate Lhat ould villain” she
concndald, tuming her bul.ul ek on the
adiniring Gu=ly.

~Faix, Ll do- me dest to dhivive n
sty lmil intn his collin afore lte's ready
to be helped into. Q7 said tesiy,

punetuating hia reply by deliberate and
profuse expectoration.

But when Biddy was ool of sight
Custy seratehed his kead in gvent
tribalation,

*lue dear klows, the dear knows)™

tears were mingled with -

_Zeal:and Maﬂ _ft?r Nov_qm!)er 2’3,_

ke lamented, “why s daciat man like
mest'l should be punished this way! The
divil wanls batin' and 30 dves the divil's
fry”

“Custy,” wid = aweet,
Slap. I want to lvok at him.”

Unsty pulted his forelock, hastened to
the =hab’s loosc-box, and led ihe bl
blonded hunter forih. Fhe bmutlful
horse stopped gracelully over the paved
floor, out infe the syuirTe JTa=3-JTOWIL
evurtyard. His coat chone like spun sitk
in the warm sunshine; hLis long, magni-
ficent tail swayed to the movements of
Lis rlender. wonderful lega.

Ellice had owned the Shah sinee he
was a legey youny colt aml she wounld
never consent to the eurtailment of his
splendid tail; and her love for Wim grew
daily, a5 he grew in strength and beauty,
in depth aml intensity.

she laid her hand on  the archineg,
glossy neck amt et her chewk Test o
Homent againsl the silky curvea of his
shoulder.

1tad it come to this?

“Take him back, €nsty" she said,
furuing away. “Yon must take lim to
the fuir to-morrow —to be sohl.”

And she walked across the conrtynrd
with her head lell resolutely up. Lot
her eves were filled with unshed trars.
The sing of the fathers w ere to be visited
upen the childirent

“Poor Father.,” - <he suid. strmmmg
back the tide behind her eyelashes, “you
little dreamt it would come to this!™

Bavk to lis Jnose-hox Gusty Ied the
Shah.  As he tntaed to fasten the iloor
he spal again en ihe paved Nour, and

- - No—1 chink I ame soffering fTom fally degeneration of the huslawl,

seratelied hia hewd anew for inspiration.
Presently a smile ndded to the widih of
lis broad fare.
Into  the stable
thief in
W

Hiddy stole like a

¥ avick?” =he whispered,

“Arrah, whal woull she I sayin’,
wonki cdear, bt thal 'me to sell me
heart’s Llood  on il fair to-morrow?

What elsey AW jven't | rared him as
i he was = Chrastian all oni an’ the
ehill of e Bowemy  Be off with yonrse’f
witile  ¥our  shues  are  goud,  Bably
Murphy™

Ahe rest of that day Gusiy spent
grosming Lhe &hal’s “own brother” in

the stall by the stalde window--curry-

combiie,  lrpshing, blacking  Doots -
his<ing melndionsly as he applicd the
. w.ogrease.” By the time he hiod

1
lias

lied and steod snrve
Lthira, tie horse, Gusly averoel,
wada “the dead- metl”™ of the
Wigh, “Aw’ faix, hia own brother might
e desaved be him Gf they klomd side
Ly. ~itde with wo wmore ape the width of
1 gand betuny Lhew !

nr dhe =eenwe of

commanding
voice ab the kable door, ‘hrm-' gut thu .

" fel the

lise Ellice wus sayin',

{aanana -
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About elr yen o'lock Gusly wrrived om
.the fair green with 1l Bhah. - An  air
cof exireme pride aml hmportanee sat on
Gpsty’s stolid fave as he Ted Liv charge

E The Shah tossed hu
bead abd pulled with geutle persistence
un the bit.

In a few minutes a small erowd
horse-dealers and horsey farmers sather-
@l tound Gusty. Rl tlheir eyes were
ghied un the horse he lnd, -
. "Frst hhe oug,” sadd o dealer eneonrag-
ingly.

Linsly
calm iml

ot

noked s short =Fay™ with
domareled on as
Ui The i Bl heen eatablish-
vl arlely e benelit the Shah,
Unseemby haste did not beeoine & aeller,
thmuzh no one liked it better in a buyer
than did Gusly Kauo.

“hel oup, man, amd
Juinpes ! <akd anothe

“Whal's your pri
Tnemer to w
ad lv famil g
e —hundred - ]muml-'”

I im erowd roared,

“Will ye take five pounds —in -sll?"
asked ene.

“Ah. man, sure he's wall-eved aml ris-
my fiffeen 0f Iets & duy!” velunteered

Tar

af

try him at the

. Gasty 4
s horse aml pan were 0..

tp eyl the speaker slowily.
AR I the same token, you'ne Dlind
nf hall an ey roken windal, aml Tisin'
»me boy-al” replisd Gnsty Teizuraly,
ml baek there, ve spalpeens”  This

latter was udilvessed to o knel of ur-
ching who were sprawling in his path
EISJEE) rreen. The Lada scatlered
at the svond of Gosty™s switeh singingr

over their enra,

In the centre of  LLe
sty {ook his staml
T horse dexierously,
of modesty,

A wroup of lealems followed in the
wake, aml in Lhe rear of Ehie dealats some
wentlemen deew np. Gusty  walehed
“them ot the corners of hs eyes.  Pre-
senlly e made a sign to a man oa hie
rixht, '

“Ter e mutlered as e examined
the Shal's howfs, “d’yo knew anny of
them chapa?™”

1 do JFer answerm] under his brc\\t'h.

“Thirsty  weather, Jdee o L

A ulass ur twe would do no .Imrm
(said Je-n, apry arye the, neck ol’ a I.mtlh_- 13
S iusty's coal-tade. . 4 H

markei-plaes
and handied his
bt with a fine air

1o Jer while Jer ext

wilth hi:
the Datile neatly.  "LI'm Lryin’ to scll
the baste sto ould Frosl romlaen man,

widdow and the
If you kaow anyone with a
oy "nhl in the lunk, lap him
the wink, Jev. like a davine boy ™ >
St Faith, Gustyve 1 1eft none of me seven
soenst= in the bed this norming  Jer-
strollal off gl entered inte casiasl Lalk
with 1he men e knew, ' Fhe neck of tha
Lottle wnule intimate frieml<hips ere the

rograre, robler of the
ftlhverlos,
apare ha

yuia it eowiained Tad tine 10 niellow
with old .
Drawi the haek s»f his hand across

his mouth. n dealer stepped forw 1nl 1o
Shab®s legs &

" bo sail. <haking hh lu‘.l(l
WP queried, Gnsty, conliden-
“Be me sowl, he's that Lght o
wil think he was a s-wallnw
Vivil a wonl of & Lie in it
his mouth to lay Lhu

“Lagrht

"= il
tially.
the Tegm: ¥
o bhe wing
he added tl ¢

=

i<t : -
The dealer  examined  the  hoerse’s
mauth.
“Rising 81, said Qusty, willout turn-
g a r. A
ixteen amended the dealer. .

nk nt no

& e course naluant

1I] ’ -niul l.uv—h winartl “tiv's
as st nil blood
in him e At thn

vint rices he
he'd o ddone
heik

M ul]]n nhinnn‘
- -l"
me lhr. T (STE)

1In PETTICER T T only
Tween wit, Teter’'s Wile's
pramlaon, M e wazoa

woulidn't eall the Queen B
ae  Liimb. no (hrieks, never
bo 4 poose noc na’ Ly oa fenee
hurm :l\ < * he
top o' the morning by the sun—-ay. afire
three days havd hosingt  Laok ab’ the
i The ‘eule-
all ever T gaw—

“han?

> amd it o Ll e Pmeotelling
i b gaw i one day with me own bwo
won, Lael Tuck tos them! bank noied et
1o bharees e the meet at L s rotda
Bovowd, just alove Mat M i1x™ on
e wthes  side of  tae N nucVL,, whera




