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TAVLE always harboured a vagrant
spirit under my oltivial frock-coat,
and fingd my pleasure and rest in
travelling.  Thevefore [ took adl-

vantage of the few weeks' leave of ab-
mence allowed mey after the departure
of the Russizm sovereipns from Frauce,
to pay a visit to ltaly.

A [ew days after niy arrival wt Milan,
while strolling, one afternoen, om the
Galleria Vittorio Kmanucle, that fav-
ourite Milanese and cosmuvpolitan  re-
gort, I pusaed 2 glove =hup, and remem-
Deved that [ bad left my gloves in the
rrilway curriage, I thought [ might as

aell by a new peir, and entered the
Bhiup.

A cuslonmer izl gane in before me, a

ludy, youny, tall, and slender, guiotly
Lut elegantly drgssel in a plain dark

travel u;,r-frmk Fhrowgh the long Llue
motor-veil Lhal  closely  shrouded her
fave I could dimly see ler large dark
eyes all masses of black e
appeared Lo be relined and prelty.
wus leaning aver Lhe counter and tr
on gloves which a yowng shop aesi
led to hes.

“They are

ton Lirge™ sy sabd shyly,

“That is because the marit h nay
enall a hamd”™ replish the youny as-
istant gallantly.

o siiled and (did nol answer. An
elderly lady who was with her gave the
youth  an dodignant  aed  seamdalised
glance.  After patiently  allowing  the
aeasure to e daken of er bawd, open

end closed -l wis indeed a very small

s ford two pairs of -rluwh, that
piid fore then, wd lumml to go,
L then the aweer of the shop re-
turnel. 1o lookel at the Tady, gave n
brwinlered iy, bowed very low, amd,
B3 Aol as she was gore, shoitbed Lo his
Basistant : -

e

“Have xau Tewat Blea whom yom
. -

huve I

X 1 —1 know that!”
o Inlmt' 1L was the Queen!™
The Given! 1L was my luen to fesl
Bewilidered,  The wesn alone, unpre-
tected, in thatl areade full of people! |
wvas on the point of 7. 1 her, Trom
professaonal labit, fer; I l.ImL I was
ot ab Milan a< an af , hut sa a pri-
vale tonvist. Tut it wax "ton late; she
B already d|~u|o|\ ar aval,
The neab evening, 1 owas dinisg at a
fricnd's lnwse, where  the goeals e
Tongel, for the most patt, to Lhe ullivial
anil pditical wosld. When | reladed my
welventure and evpreadsel my
ment at baving mied Lhe wovervi

ping in town, accompanied only by a
wtern lady-in-waiting—

“BDid that really asurprise you® T was
asked. 1t docs not surprise us at all.
One of uur kaughty princesses of the
Howse of Bavoy.:said sarcastically ihat
we had gonx Lack to the times when
kings mated with shepherdesses. 'fhis
was merely a dis cebful sally. ‘The
iruth is that both our King and Queen
finve very simple tistes, and they like
to live as ordinary people in 8o far
as their oMigaiicas pormit them. let
we give you an instauee.

“Whenever thoy come to Milan—and
they never stay for move than two or
threa days  they go io the royal palace;
but, instozd of @ in ile Ntaie apart-
ments and bringing a lerge number of
servanta, they oceupy anly a few romna,
have their meals sent in from the Risto-
rante Cova, awmd order all the dishes
hrought up at Lhe sube time and plaeced
on a aidebo; Then thev dismisy the
sCTVANLF, quL the doors, and wait upan
themselve

The King’s eeomomy in his peracnal
expemditure I uotorinus throughout the
kingdom.  The ¢ of alms i3 one

pleasure in which e never atints himself,
and it i3 actunlly a Eact that be moder-
atea hia persuomal expeoses in order to
give lurgely to ebarities. Even his table
is affectoll by his cconomics, and cer-
tain of the ltalian nobleman de not
seraple to say that they hold awainst
Victor Emmanuel 111 the poor guality
of wine cellar.  1le docs not hesitate
to serve ihe ond v ltalian viotages
at s dinners, declarigg that they arve
good enough for him and good coough
for his guesta. 1 am a Corsican, and
we af the sunny conntries love pomp
amt ecremuny; Therefore 1 wnderstand
the dauwch of bitleruess il regret in
the manner im which my fricnds apoke
of Lheir Sovervign's simple  habits,
Rewmarks that cums 1o my ears later
ledk e te eonclode that the aristncracy,
if not the people, disapproved of these

adem Y temlencies, which were 30 in
contrast w the ways of the old court,
of which Queen Margherita had Leen

the  sonl,

Guaen Helena, on the other hand, is
& winrple Wi, anld comes of & aimple
puple. She is o Montepegrin, and grew
up in that ragred and anatere eountry.
Fhe simplivity of ahe Muontenegring i
prover] a8 well aa their good looks
(the Monlenegrina  are generally  ad-
mitted 40 he the handsomeat race of
nmen in Barope). AL the age of twelva
the Mrincess® Helena was sent by her
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father, Prinee Nivholus, to St. Petersburg

to pursue her studies, There, in a con-
vent for glrls of gentle birth, she was
instructed in the ma—lanchuly beauties
of Nlavie literature. Whan she returned
to lier own country the Irincess Helena
enjoved the independent out-of-deor life
of  Montenegrin - wonten, whotly udis-
turbed by the demands of etignette. She
ilivided her timo Dbetwern water eolour
drawing, in whivh she execelied, and
bunting, in which she showed herself
utderly frarlesa.

The Queen is one of dhe fincat shots in
Farope, nui only in eomparison with
her pwn wex, Lut a+ againzl all comers.
In fier girlhiood she was a great huntress,
Dhub i wo lanasr Lhunts; she now has
an urcongavraile  averaion to Killing
anyihing, and thongh she still shoots, 1%
is only al clay pigeons or some such
mark. Ft cvidences the sympathetic
41 of her nature that this personal
vibe for slaaghtor does wol make hor
at wof ether people’s triumphant

Hunling is onc of the King's
amd the Queen i3

“hags.”
faveariie diversions
s
proud ux hls sucerpsses,
T

en saw lialy for the first time
H when ler faiher took her 0
Yenive an the creasion of an exhibition,
and it will readily be coneeived that she
was linriied and a little dzuzzled by the
saicly of the seene, and by the admira-

tion and attention of the Prince of
Y i, whom :hn moet for the first Lime.
When, in the following year, she Did

farewell to the eragzy mountains and to
the prowd highlanders, the compinions
of her chilthood,
cnthusiastie mation of lialy
ta welcome dior,  the
Bride, 1t will be understocd
. at first exparienced 2 sense of confusion
anid shyncss,

The =hbyness, T am teld, has never com-
ph‘t:‘]_v worn off, {in the other hnnd,
in the ahsence of more hrilliant owtward
qualities, Queen Melena has displaye:l
admirable domeatic virtues; she has been
a queen m aill that the word implies,
in ber devolion -aml goodness to the
poor and lowly; and, better than that,
she hua realized her engrossing duties
as wife and niother in a manoer ihat
leaves mothing to he desired.

Were- this ot se, the, Xing, who is
quick 1o take offence, and who is.even
jealons in his fondness, would have sal-
fered cruelly. A-man of domestic Tabits,
whoe has alg.mr‘s avaided soviety, he
wanted 2 home that in its inner aancti-
tics was as little of a rourt as. possible.
1l ilad been  Lrought up in all ¢he
stately formalilies of the lomse of Sa-
voy, and it is suid that he wearied of
them. . -

When, for love, aml against thp obvi-
ous counsels nf worldly. wisdem, he in-
sisbed om marrying a Mootenegrin prin-
ctsa, he made a queen of an e,-,aan!IV
hom(‘ awmking  wommn who has nursed
her own children, and who has been
known to keep royal functions waiting
beeanse the L\n-lry must lave hoer =t
tention at the given moment.
irg pusscsses nore of the phyai-
ies that attrast Lthe crowd. He
aginative, hat remarkably well-

amd saw the gay aml
hastening

CWaly intelligent. and deeply
1 in snzial problems and ibe
o
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exact sviences, and none war readal
than ke ‘to enjoy the rharm of & peace-
ful home which he had not known dure
ing his youth., Touubirg though the al

tavhment between Quden Margherita
and her son was, they neverihelesa re-
muained separated by the differences i
their chajacter, tenperament, and ideas.
Whercds Queen Margherita kept all her
enthusiaam for arl and literatiure, the
Prince of Naples displayed a complels
inditference to sudi mmiters, When he
was only ien ycars of age, he remarked
to Dbis piano teacher, Signora Cerasoli,
who vainly stregeicd to 3til the ﬁ*rsﬂ
principles of musle into his mind: -

“Lon't you think thai twenty tram-
peta are more effertive thun that piane
of yours?’

From hias carliest youth he showed
marked predilestion for military science.
He hid the soul of a soldier, and eub-
mitted without a murmur te the sirich
diseiplize iwposed npon him by his tuton
Colunel Gsio. He s still fond of re-
kaling, as one of the plersantest mem-
aries of his life, his impressiona whent
King Huwmberl Grst intrusted lo him
the command of a company of foot, at
the anoval review of ihe Roman garri-
3en.

“The excitement interfered so greatl
with my power of sight,” he says, “tha
the nnly people T recognised in ihe cheer-
ing erowd were my dmti»t aud my pm-
fessor of mathematics.

T have tried to mive a pwture of hhe
two sovereigns, from ithe Ympressions
that 1 picked mp in the course of my,
trip Lo lialy.. Their visit to laris waa
deslined o evubitm ils accuracy and o
complote ita drtails. v

I litile thought, on 1hit afternoom
when I eanght o glimpse of Queen Helenw
in a Milun glove shop, ilhat, two years
later, I shonll lave the henour of ak-
tending beth Her Majesly and  the
King Llunng their _;onrm'y to France,
H was 1leir first' * -state  visit o
Paris, anl our government altached
considerable importame - to this
eveni, wlich aceenfuated the friendly
relutions between the twe nations,
Prince von Bulow, at that Lime Chaneel-
Jor of the Gorman Empire, spoke of the
siluation, nong too good lmmoured]v ﬂs
Ttaly’s * httle waltz” “with Franee. -

The letier of nppointment, which 'T
reccived in the Dleginning of Octoler,
1903, directed me 1o o at onee fo await
our micsts 2t the ftalian frontiér ahd.
b“n« them safe]v ‘Lo Paris. Tt wad§ &
cold, wet amight when the royal train
st.r.umvi out “of the Aont “Cenis tunmel
and pul]vd‘ up al the platform of the
frontier station of Modane, wherz T had
been pacing up and lown for over am
hour, My Josity was stimulatéd by
ihe  recoilection of 1hé epizode in the
tiatleria  Vittorio Kmanuele “at  Mildn.
Anwsed by the chance th it was aboul to
bring me fauce Lo fave with " the lady of
ihe gloves” T Innmed to knnw whether
my hlwt impres<ions were eorrecl, and
whether the features, whivh 1 lind con-
jectured rather than pﬂ'l-el\ﬂl behind the
hlae veil. were really those of the (Jueen,

The blinds of the eight royval m:]way
carringes were lowered; not a sign be=
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