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arainage, tovpled with the use of 2 mys-
terioun powder. Dan protests that he is
a ginful man, who may not gn among his
people. The priest promptly absclves
him, and sets him about his businesa of
heating. 'Sh, with the priest’s cloak and
egueitix,-and the wonderfut powder, Dun

goes forth to “succonur and save hia
people—his task and his atonement.””
The powder is miraculous, It cures

everybody; it even cures the Deemster,
who is redueed to bep life from Dan.
There was one dose Jeft, andl as Dan
thought he had the disense himself, his
nobility im giving his one chance to the
Decmster set the szeal ot his atonement.
Apparently, however, he was mistaken
ahout his own rase, for in the laxt scene,
whicl took ua back to the Tyowald Lill.
he promised te live because Mona loved
him, and there: to the acclamstions of
the crowd, the Bishop revokedelis extra-
ordinary excommuuication, and all was
well. .

The play, according to all accounts,
requires cupious use for the handker-
chiefs of the audience. and, on the whaole,
it seems to be a charaeteristic blubby
amd mawkish production designed to
make dollars out of human foolishiness,

Moral or Immoral.

Writitg in “The Review of Reviews,"
W. T. %tead has something to say apro-
pos of the defunct Eternal Qus.-s!inn,
which is weil worth rc-pputmg “Of the
rermons,” he writex, “in this new maorai-
ity play the worst is the last, in whiel
the Mapgdalen is made o philosophise
upon the wisdooy and justive of the eter-
nal law by which the woman wlho fulls is
damned for all eternity, whereas for the
man whe made her stunthle there 15 al-
ways a place of repentance.  But for
such arrangement, she ashs, what -indace-
tucnt would there be for geod women to
preserve their virtue? Was there ever a
more detestable sentiment put in tie
mouth of a woman? If Mr Hall Calne
goes an like thh we shall have to eall
his "Elernal * not the morality, but
the immorality phv of our time.”

It seems to me there iz no quostmn
a_hnul. it.  Hall Caipe, 1n the words of
tieorge Meredith, “fililes harmopies on
the strings of sensualism.” He'is the one
dramatist of the day above all others whe
exploits sex. questions for no apparent
lofty purpase. But becanse he does it
under a guise of puling sentimentality
his plays are passed by the British cen-
sor, whilst a virile and amnti- -eptic pro-
duction like ~Mr3s Warren's Profession™
is turned down with hushed veices aml.
unctunus rﬁpeclalul ¥. It is only too

true that genius has to suffer the lmhgm—r N

ties wl\lgh bmpldlt.) thrusts upon i

Annkl.nnd Drcheltru] Soqiaty.
The fourth concer: of -the Auckland
Orchestral  Soriety’s ypresent =eason,
under Herr Wiclaert, was ‘not- produe-
tive of any important novelties, hut -the
repetition of {arl Goldmark's gorgeous
overture o “Sakuntala” and tle - Sibe-
lus tome poem, “Fiulanidem,” were very
much to be welcomed. The former is a
comwplex work, rich in cltromatic-effecs,
which have hecome such a distinguishing
feature of modern orchestral musie. The
seore offers considerable technical «diffi-
culties and probably. for - that -reavon
there was no marked improvement on
the rendering given at ibe previous com-
cert, -althongh there was -a little more
eoherence, al--most of tle performera
seemed to respond nmiore readily to the
conductor. The tone poem from the
back of the - hall on the  second
night did" not sound as - well a3
thé previous production  of . this
_mublime work,  which -eannot fail but
to attract for the vigour and richoess
of the secaring. The Dbrass completety
vvershadowed the rest of the band. and
once or twice blared rather inconsider-
ately, The nocturne from the incidental
music to A Midsummer Night's Dream™
proved a popular revival, and although
_the fundamental weakmnesses of the. or-
chestra in the crudities of the second
violins and the violas, the roughness of
the horns and occasional slmence of
leguto from the basaes were conupicaous,
the number waa very well received. The
overture to “King Manfred” by Rel-
the succe<sor of Mendelsiohn in
7, was als0 given as an opening
ber, but owing te the restlessness
‘of the audience, aundry whisperings az
the back, and the . crackling of pro-

gmuunm, it waa impossible to form any |

lestimate of wha! seemed to be a fine per-
Tormance of this beantiful work. Mr. Q.
"E, Farrow was the vocalist of the even- -
'lng. minging Gounods  “She  Alone
‘Charmeth My Sadness” and “The Twa
(‘l’l’l.lll]“'l'-i (Schumann). Both itema
‘.wore envored. | Mr. Leslie Mosem alao
‘gave a Cor Anglaiz sola, “Lebe Wohl™
(Moﬂ), whnh was wnrmly .pphun.l?d.

“tiers, and duncers,

“with & good deal of interest.
_ceeds of the performance are to be de-

. manager).
*lead im the orchesira,

ii)e staged at His Majesty's

" time in New Zealand.

A Pregressive Prepesal

A movement is on foot in Devonport,
the picturesque borvugh that smiles at
Awckland from across the -water, to
found a muosical society.
propisat for bringing the pnlhlbllltlei of
such a sociely under the nuotice of the
publdic is to tuke the form of a light
vpera. rehearsals for which are now so
ailvancml as o permit of the perform-
amce taking place on the lst, 2nd and
3rd December at Post Hall. The opera
ig “Uhitperic.” 3 humorous work written
by Herve a little over forty vears agn,
which bas had a great vogue in its day.
There are some people in Auckland to-
day who will recall the performance of
the opera piven by the Choral Society
in 1872, The story is laid in the long
apo. wiwn France was three kingioms,
and Chilperic was the autoernt of auto-
crats, Whose dumestic affuirs were con-
Mucted mich on the same lines as those
of Itenry V15 It is on various hap-
penings. in which Fredegonda, a preity
and ambitious mail. takes a prominent
part, that the fabric of the opera is
reared. and very laughable it is said ta
be. The cast for the Devonport produe-
tivn is as follows: —Chilperie. Mr (olin
Cardno; - Riegbert, Mr Lep Whittakers
Dr. Menua, Mr A, Hobbs: Fateut, Nr
Binmiagton; Divitiacus, Mr H. P. Oak-
den: Laudry. Mr A, Cardiuo: Don Ner-
B. Buddle: Alfred, Mr H.
Giray; Fredegonda, Misa Knight: Brune-
haut, Miss 1. FKvans: Galswinda,
E. Carter. Fn addition, there will he a
nminber of pages, peaszants, Druids, eour-
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a faithful preseutmcnt of the actual en-
counter.- In addition to the fight pie-
tare, which measures 5000t = new and
up-to-date series of biograph surprises
will constitute the first portion of the
Programme. It ia announced timat
popular prices will prevail, and thai
seats may be bovksd at Wildman ars
Arev's on ond after Thursday this week,
without extra fee.
Nothing B ds Like B
Nubody could bave foretold with cer-
tainty that the Auckland Conpetitions
in the firat year of existence would leap
into inatant .succedn. The chances were
all against it. -Awckland i
a hard place to stir up in some mat-
ters that tourh the individoal pocket.
The peuple have a reputation for seek-
ing the pieasnres of the seaside and the
pivture shows, but that reputation only
concerns a #ection of the populace in so
far that it implies indifference {o artis-
tic amd civie welfare. There is no doubt
that there is a considerable number of
people i Auckland who are genuinrmy
interested in the endeavours of the com-
munity to promote intellectnal cultare
awl emational refinement. The support
of its musical zocieties, the maintcnance
of painting, and the activities of dra-
matie clily all point to it. In reeent
years the esapital city, too, has been
z noliceable strides i1 a similar
nu—more partiealarly  in
Afier some passive years of indilference,

noloriously

musie.

AUTS.

EE B .+ _The girl he lefy behind him!

_The perid permits
of véry pic turcapie caxtumes heing ent-
ployed, and it is certain that the forth-
coming prudm'lmu will be amlmputed
The pro-

voted toward= the formation of the pro-
posed musical soeiety There are. Al

told, 52 performers, who will be undey
_the (direction of Mrs Sutherland (con-
ductar) *and Mr E. J. Haynes (tage

Mr Car Prime will take the

¥arple Patck of Gennine Humour.

“Mr. Precdy and the Countess” ja to
s, Auckland,
for the first
The leading roles
are o be taken by Mr. David Jones, as
Preedy; Mr. Clarles - Willoughhy, "as
Bounsall; and Miss Beatrice Day, as the
Countess of Rushmere, Mr.). Youlin Rirch,
advanee agent for the company, adviscs

on Mooday, December Ath,

T that Misa Mab Paul was prevented from

coming {0 -New Zezlaind, and had re-
sigmed on acecount of illness. The “Syd.
mey Morning Herald” dewcribed the play
as “a purple patch of genuine hwmour,™
when it waa produced recently in the
harbour eity. There seems to be no
deoubt that Carton™s Jatest is & very dne
piece of work, and it will be intereating
10 see what the Willoughly (ompan)
will make of it onr these shoren,

The Fight Pictures—Johnson v.

Jelfrien. - .
The wmuch-herdlded reproduction hy
biograph of the fight betwreen Johneon
and Jeffriea, which the Ma-Mahon Bres.
introduced to Australasizn audiencs for
the firat time at the Wellington Opera
House lant week are due for showing at
Hia Majesty’s, Auckland, on Mondey
night next, It is said that the filme are
axcellent as yegards <earness, and .'ue

Wellington #rems  to have snldeniy

awoken to the foct that the culiiva-
tion of the arts is just as important
factor in the promotion of socal weli-
being as drains and wood-paving are. It
is unfortmnate, therefore, that the capi-
tal. whirh ought to be in the van in the
manifestation of progressive  thought,
shonld have haid to ahumdon the pro-
jected competitions. That it was o s
take, the example and success of Auck-
land  makes abundantiy clear. The
Northern (iiy was more fortunate m
getting “the right man in the righz
Place” The succeas of all eaterprize
depends on the ability to organise, to
face what appear to be insuperable diiti-
culties, to stimulate the people, no mat-
ter what they imagiae in ithe first place,
into the belief that the enterprise pimply
cannot lail. To do il takes a human
dynama capable of generating any
amount of determipation, enthusizsm,
aud executive ability, And Awckland
way fortunate in spcuring the man with
these qualities in Mr, Scott Colville, the
nunapging secretary, whoze capacily waa
not overpraised when apoken of i such
apprecistive terms at the official opening
of the competitions at Tl Majesiy's,
Auckland, on Momday, by the cbalrman
of the executive; Mr. CChas. Hudson. It
is impossible ab this stage to offer any
comment on the perfonuances, which
so [ar have characterised the procesd-
ings, The first day was a singularly
happy augury for the rest of the ing
and busy week, now in the height of its
activitiea.. The public turned out in as-
tonishmg nombers to witness amd hear
the varions eompetitotn both day and
pight. The Monrdny evening's programma
provad 1o be most interesting. and often
uroused the houvse to enthwsiasm, par-
tienlarly  when the judges—Mr. W.
Paget Gale {music), and Mr. J. M.

1910 19
s 1
Clarke trlocution, ete)}—gave a popular
daivion. The ful report of the procesit-
ingz musl now wail til pext week.

Stray NMotes.

Dr. Ciarles Harrisa has sugpested in
England that at all coacerfs at which
his limperial Choir wings they should
open with “Ged Save the Kinp” im-
wediately at the finish of which ihe
ehoir should give three rousing cheems,
Thiz, of vourse, is all very fne and Im-
perial, but hardly likely to improve the
tone of the voices for the mext number.
tUne of the Hoine journals sugmests that
the three vheera ghould come in &s a
tinnle to the comrrts—but perhnaps Dr,

Tatron:

!lH ['. .
inl Tlurton.
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THE SENFATION OF THE AGE.

Insist on learning from

Wicking’
Pianoforte Cutor

You will then be able to play
and read Music AT SIGHT.

Of all Music Sellers, 2/6 posf. rrea

“CHILPERIC

COMIC OrElRs BY MERYVE.
TBT ALL, DEVONTOIT,

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY
DEC. 1, 2, and 3.
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