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i gield and Silver Experta.

¥ The export of gold from the Dominion
Fow ten months ending October 31 last
was 404,G040rs, velued at £1,601113—a
decreass compared wilh the relurm for
the sama period last year of 17,7300za,
walued b £78,101. During the month of
Dotober $1,8700z8 of gold, walued at
T126.238, weors expoiled, being o de-
cremge of 18,081ozs, valued at £72,130.
The {otal quantity of silver exported in
#he first tex montha of the preseut year
nwaa 1,448,2220z8,
mwwhich was & decrease of 56,17802s, of tha
valun of £4540.
" Dotober was 124,T800zs, valued atb
E12,524, being a decrease of 28,381oes,
Salued al £2757, as compared with the
Torresponding month of last year.

“ Dry Walhi.”

Judging by the general opinion among
miners, there is & very strong and grow-
Eng fceling in Waihi that “license” will
be won back at next year's local aption
poll, Aa far 33 oan be gathered, dhig
ia the outcome of the harassing condi-
Miions which exiat under no-license in re-
gard o procuring liguor, also as the re-
sult of the karge number of prosecu-
dions in this connection, which will pro-
bably fop ¢he list for the whole of the
Dominion, Many are of opinion thet
it would be far better Ao have stmight-
out mationzl prohibition tham to con-
timue under the provisiors of no-license
legislation aa it now stands,

Care of the Insane,

& rather interesting reply waa given
Ly ths Hon. D. Buddo to Mr. Bollard
Raat  week, respecting the questions
iof discipline and conduct in mental asy-
Rums, L ’ .

, The member for Eden asked the acting-
Minister in Chargs of Mental Hospi-
Ealg whether he would set appeal boards
in connection with these institutions,
s¢ that abitendants amight be able to
Miring their grievances—suwch a3 long
houra and other matters—before the gaid
boards, .

The Minister replied that any aiiend-
Bat considering himself agprieved .could,
urder existing cicoumetances, without
prejudice 4o limself, bave the mabter
complained of inquired into, The Hon,
BIr. Fowlds, for whom b present he
nyag acting, and with whose opinion on
this matter expresséd last year he
sgreed, pointed owl that the position
of mental hospital employeea was diffes-
ent to that of employees in other de-
partments, who had to desd with per-
w003 possessed of thelr reason, free
mgenfs able to defend themselves and
make ~ trustworthy complaint. The
subversion of discipline which would
follow the replacement by an mppeal
board of an atiendant who Dad been
dismissnd or tetired on the evidence of
patients, would lead 10 a Lerrorising of
fthe patients, and make such as were able
to give evidence silent in the future,
{As @ natural consequence, dismissals
would foliow wonly where an atiendant
wes caught by two sana witnessea
etriking & paticnt or otherwise miscen-
ducting himself, The case of a good
aitendunt would mot be dealt with by
such a board. The superintendents who
were reaponsible for the care and treat-
ment of pabients knew the value of
ood mbtendanta end the desirability
of retaining dheir services, but ¢he
board would in practice have to review
the c¢ase of dhe inefficient and the in-
different, atiendanls, persons on whom
ithe rasponsible officar would feel he
could not rely for proper supervision for
humans care and for intelligent co-
wperation in the treatment of the pa-
Rienls,

The Forgotien Dead.

“Will the Prime Minister
on the Eetimates a8 eum of
as 3 grant to the Victoria League
of Auckland for 1ihe purpese of
wenovating  and  putting and  main-
Raining in proper order the graves of
khose who were killed in the Blaor wart”
meked Mr. A, M. Myers in he House of
Bepresentatives last week, The mem-
Ber for Aucklind Fast further pointed
out that in Symonds-street Cemetery
there was & plot in which some 80 or
®0 men who bad falles in ths Muori wap
wrers buried, and there was not & peg or
Band-mark to indicate the graves.

Bir Joseph Ward replied that for all
gractics] purposes the cemelery in gues-
#ion han long been closed to burials save

valued at £143,150, .
Ths export silver o .

in azceplionsl oaies, and being well
planted and attractively laid out, it is
largely frequemied by the citizena of
Anckland and visitora, The City Coun-
<il hoa taken pary of the arca for bridge
purposes, or olherwise for the benefit of
the city, and i is felt that the care of
the cemetery is peculiarly & casze where
the public spirit of the Auckland City
Council and the Auckland citizens should

be demonytrated by their keeping the -

graves of war velerans and olher per-
sons who deserved well of the commun-
ity im m fitting state of repair, without
having recowrse to the (Governmeat for
aspistance, .

Mr. W. Jennings said that though a
bundred men had fallen @t Pakustauke.
rern there was nothing tu mark their
praves. At Te Awamatu and ofher places
neglect had been shown in the care of
the last resting places of soldiers.

Mr. Vergon Beed said there were 10cali.
ties in dhe Pay of Islanda district which
required atteution.

Mr. Masaey urged that with surpluses
the ceuntry could eurely spare o few
hundred pounds to mark the graves of

the men who had fought for their land.

He hoped to see o gum placed on ihe

Supplementary Estimates before the ses.

gion closed.

Town Planning.

Some controversy has taken placa
through the correspondence columns of
the *“‘Bvening Post” regarding Mr. A.
M. Myets' town-planning schemes In
reply, the member for Aucklamd Fast
has written on the subject as follows:

“My experience when it was my pri-
witege to act in the capaeity of Mayor
of Auckland divected my attention to
the importance of this guestion, and
this was confirmed by my observations
during my recent travels in Britain and
on the centinent of Europe, particularly
in Germany, where I had an opportuniiy
of seeing what has been accomplished by
systematic action by the municipal au-
thorities in Berlin, Frankiort aod else-
where, In view of the rapid expansion
of our cities, and the preat future that
we may reasonably anticipate for them,
it is nngently nesessary that steps should
Lo taken to aveid the evils that have
zrigen in the past owing to cities grow-
ing up without any definite plan ox
policy. - Every years delay in dealing
with this problem means an increase in
the expense, and if left too long the
cost will be enormons. ¥ trust that
the Government will see its way to
take the matter up next seasion, but,
in any case, I would venture to suggest
that there is a great deal of wsefu! pre-
liminary work that might well e under-
taken by the municipal anthorities with-
out waiting for the Government. In an
inlerview on any retura from England,
T suggested that a small commitiee might
be get up im Auckland te draw up a
scheme for the planning of what must
come, a greater Auckland, and the forma.-
fion and maintenance of roads which
carry the principal “traffic fo and from
the ¢ity within a radius of say ten
miles, and T ehonld like to see such &
committee of experts set up in every
town in New Zealand to draw up plans
for §is” future developement, making
adequate provision for roads, parks, arti-
sans’ dwellings, schools, cliurches and
other public requirements, A combined
request from such committees for legislas
tion to ennble the municipal authorities
ta put their plans into execution could
lardly be iguored by the Government,
and the information they had coliected
would e of great service in drawing wp
the mecesarry bill—I am ete, (signed),
A. M. MYERS.”

Bad Liguor,

The member for Auckland West (Mr
C. H. DI'oole) last week sasked the
Minister of Public Health whether, in
view of Lthe number of sailers, flremen,
and others overcome by the usze of bad
liquor in the various ports of the Do-
minion, ke will take stepa to bave a
proper examination of the liguor sup-
plied, 80 as to prevent a good deal of sick-
ness and save trouble to the people
who ara responsible for otder and effi-
ciency.

The Hon, Mr Buddo replied thrat sam-
ples of apirits are taken by officers of tha
Department under the Sale of Food and
Prrugs Act, 1008, and submitted to the
Government analyist for examinntion, If
any case of adnlteration of liqonor is re-
ported to the Department and considered
suitable for s proscculion, procecdings
will be taken, '

Mr Poole; H frequently happreed ves.

sels loaded down to the Plimso]l line and
ready to sall to catch an early market,

were delayed while mewmbers of theip”

crews eould be hunted up. The custom
of British erews to come back the worsa
for liquor was encouraging steamship
companies to employ ¢oloureld and for-
¢ign erews. He had never heard of n prose-
cution nnder the Aale of Feod and Drugs
Act for selling impure liquor, and he
thought ithere was necessity for more
slringent examination of liquor,

Xiguor in the Cook Ialands,

Mr. Wright asked the Minister
of Cook and other islands by what
authority alcoholic Fquor waa sold to
Enropeans by the Collector of Customs

at Rarotonga for other than the reasons

given in section 277 of the Licensing Act,

which provides that liquor shall only be:

sold and supplied in the Cook lslands
for use in the arts of manufactures or
for medicinal, religious, or scientific pur-
peses, but not for any other use or pur-
pose, The Hon. My Carroll replied that
he was not aware that the Collector of
Customs at Rarotonga sold liquor to
Europeans, but he had called for a full
report wpon the whole suhject.

State Advances,
. —

In movimg the second reading of the
Local Bodies Loan Act Amendment Rill,
Bir Joseph Ward explained that the ob-
jeet of the bill was to remove cerlain
cases of kardship suffered by some local
hodics as the resulf of the passing of
the State Guaranteed Advances Aect,
Provision was anade in the bill to make
it retrospective, and the procedure
covering meetings of ratepayera regurd-
ing loan proposals was simpliied. The
term for loans was to be exiended from
363 yearg to 50 years if desired.

Dlr. . Massey suggested that in some
cases the ratepayers should De alle ¢p
express their desire for a loan by peti-
tion.

Sir Joseph Ward said that already
£1,239,001 had been aulkorised as loans
to local DLodies at 3% per ¢ent. That
was im eight months, The local Lodiey
were now oul of the reach of the usurer
who might want to bleed them and take
advantage of their necessities. Under
the old Loans to Local Bodies Act, the
highest amount ever lent in any one
year was £150,000. The totn! amount
already advamced uader the Advances
to Settlers Aet, the Advances to
Workers Act and ile State Guaranteed
Advances Act was £12,037,751. Of the
geltlers 27,528 had necepted loans.  “The
bill was put through its second reading.

—_—

Anti-truat Legislation.

“The essentia] justification for anti-
trast legislation is ihat the monapoly
and the trust can levy taxation without
representation, since they ean pub up
prices without consulting the consumers,”
faid the Hon. Dv. Findlay, when the
Commereial Trusts Bill was befors the
Tegislative Council last weely, Tha
Attorney-Ceneral added that one of the
great benefils which wonld be derived
under the operation of the bill was that
it would provide the machinery for decid-
ing in an effective way wheiler or not
an injurious combine existed.

“Take out the schedule,” urged the Hon,
G. Jones,

Dr. Findlay said the measure was ad-
mittedly of a tentative nature, but, as
time passed, and proof was found that a
monapoly existed in shipping or any ether
business, it would be easy to add to the
schedule. The Govermment did not pre-
tend that the bill would have a very
large sphere of activity, but le believed it
would be some deterrent to the growtihs
of the evil at which it was ajmed.

The second resding of the bill was car-
ried on the voices.

Allegations of Cruelty.

At the Bupreme Court, Wellingion, lhe
Chief Justice referred io the rllegations
of eruelty made by Olaf Aunensen, &
Norwegian sailoy on the German barque
Martha Hockaben in New Zealand
waters, Ol stated thet Le was bhung
up by the heels and Hl-ireaied in vari-
ous ways, and preferred gaol 1o going
back, Oa a charge of escaping from
vustody while detained on s charge of
adesertion, he was imprisoned for five
weeka until the ship left. Inguiry had
bern made through the German Consul
and the police, and the evidemce em-
phatically contradicted the asnertions,
und adds that Aanensen was under the
influence of Yiquor. Kir Roberl Stoul

said he was glad to have these stales
menta. His experiencs was that Germang
were not cruel, apd tad there Leen any
trouble he knew the German aulhuritiva
would have remedicd it.

Brass Band Association.

Afr K. Short, Kang’s trumpeler, wha
was judge at 4¢he Ballaral Land comtest,
las eonsenied to ael as judge at the
Nurth T3land RBrass Band Wssccialion™a
contest mext February, At a meeting of
1ihe associalion’s commiiles to-night, Mr
Short was elected by ballol from eeven
candidales to the position of judge. All
conteat selections and test seleclions ar-
rived by the English mail st week, and
will be ready for distribution at an early
date. The recent suspension of the Wei-
lington Garrison Band has been with-
drawn, and the band is now eligible to

.compete at the conteat.

Playing “Pool”™ for Stakes.
Mr. Cullen, S M., delivered his reserved
judgment on Monday in the test case, be-
ing oue of several against keepers of
bithard saloons, alleging in effect that
their rooms are conducied as common
gaming liouses, The fact upon which the
prosecution depended was that defemd-
ant allowed “ pool™ to be played for
emall stakea daily, it being contended
that ibe playing of any game for any
stake was yaming, and that playing such
a game habitually constituted the saloon
& common gaming house. Mr. Cutlen,
2. M, said he thought ihe weight of au-
thority favaured this confention, Hay-
ing a license {o keep a billiard saloon did
not, in the magistrate’s opinion. help de.
fendant. There was room lo infer that
the legislature had in view wagering
upon gamea of chance only, and not on
playing games of skill for a stake, even
when the slakes were contribuled by the
pariies themselves; Lut such play was
gaming within 1he ordimary meaning of
the words of the Act, and evidence {that
the place was habitually used for such
play was evidence of gaming. Seeing
the defendant was convicted of keeplng
a common gaming house, he would be
fued £6 and costs, Nolice of appeal
wag given, The olher cases were held
over, peading e result of Lhe appenk.

A Serions Fire.

14 was reported from Chrisleburch last
week that & serious fire started in
lupins near the terminus of ihe North
New Brighton iramline. Fanned by a
north-west gale, ihe {lomes swept through
the pluniations towards the borough eof
New Brighton, dealroying iwo collages
on the way., At one time there was nn
advanving wall of fire between Lthree and
four chaing wide, and its wild, swift oa-
ward tush reminded one forcibly of the
sweep of the prairie fires of America, but
By 4 pm, it was got under cenirol, and
was eventually extinguished withoul hav.
ing enwsed ang very consideralle damage.
wevernl residences were dealroyed, Lut
they were mostly small houses.

Trades and Labour.

The (lago Trades Council, aa execur
tive for the Trades Cwuncils of the Do-
niinion, ds rircularising all unions with
a view io making a prescuiation to Mr,
¥, Tregear on his retircment from Lhe
position of Seeretary of Lhe labour De-
partment in Japwary. The same bLody
has circulariced iradea unions, advocat-
ing Mr. McCullough's  re-election  as
nrorkers’ representative om the Arbitra-
fion Court. :
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