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AMATEUR CLASSES.

There was rather more competition
amongst amateur exhibitors, there Leing
in one ¢lass no fewer thun 10 groups.
For 24 blooms of shew and fancy 12ahlias,
distinet. Me M. Cooper, the Hamlet
Chippenlam, was placed 1t for shapely,
woll-voloursd blooms of . J. Rawlings,
Rev, Camm, H. Rawlings, Mre J. Downey,
Malwel, Chicftain, Mr Peter MacFensey,
H. Keith, J. Walker, Mrs “-aun-lera, Mrs
Langtry, Norma, and others,

Ar Coaper wus also Ist for 12 Show
1uhlias, distinet, having six competitors,
his eloapst rival being Mr A. Robbins.

“I'he Silver Chalienge Cup, offered by
the Crystal Palace Lu_ for six vases of
marden Cactus Dahlias intermingled with
anitalile fu e, was won by the Rev,
Arthur Bridge, Waorth Rectory, Sussex,
aiul he also mrrlml off the Silver Chal-
ienge Cup offered for the best exhibit
of nine varieties of Cictus Dahlias shown
in hunches of three hlooms. The flowers
of Mr W, Marshall, H, H, Thomas, C. E.
Wilkins, Snowdon, Prima Donna, and
Imlnmll.uhlo wore all exeellent.

. H. Currey was Ist in the elass
s having gond blooms of
I. Rev. T. W. Jamieson,
. Wilkins, and Evening

Etar.

Afr H. Peertman, Gienevoss, Nantwich,
excelled for 24 blanms shown on board;
Mr Chas. Laekin for 12 blooms; and Mr

A L Tronside, for six bloems.

Mr M. V. Sale showed the hest six
Llooms of o variety of show or faney
Dablia in Arvthur Rawlings, and Mr G,
Martimer the best six blooms of a Cactus
varivty in €. K. Wilkins. There was
very keen competition in both cascs.

AWARDE,
First-class Certificates.

Alin {earden  Cactus).—A  stiff-
stemmed variety, the blooms being wine-
crimson with yellow centre. Shown by
Alr ¢, Turner.

Ir. Roy Appleton {Caetus).—A blush-
coloaved Dhloom  with & yellow centre,
very large.

New  York  (Cactus)—2\  rosy-bhufl
coleured flower witlh incurving revolute
florets.

Onward  (Cactus)—A  pink  variety

with Lwisted forets.

Sweet Brinr {marden Cactus).—A var-
iely with stout, erect stems, bearing pink
flowers with white centres. These four
were exhibited by Messrs, J. Stredwick
and Son.

Cardinal (sinzle).—A fery red variety
with yellow disc.

RINGLE PETUNIA,
Mrs Jovnson Hicks {ringle).-—A bronze-
yellow flower with a erimsen dise,
Glew  (pompon).—-An elegant  tlower
of w rowy-il slaude lashed with eauave.
Tlhene three were shown by Messrs, J,
Chaenl and Hons,

Hybrid Fringed Petunia.

The petunia is one of our hest aml
nuest showy bediling plants, they stand
the hot, dry seasen exceedingly well, and
continne Howering right on till June.
The ordinary petunia grandiflora makes a
brilliant display, but the fowera are

smull and plain. The fringed varieties
are grand eubjects in any garden, but
the great difficulty ia to secure plants
with true fringed blooms. No matter
what strain of aeed may be used, the
pereentage of good fringed fowers ia
small. We have found that the beat
way of securing these good flowers is
te grow plenty of planis, single them
oilt in hoxes, and allow them to show
their first hlooma before planting out;
Ly thix means we are able to select the
best and prow them im a bed by them-
Aeives. The result well repays the
trouble,

—_—

SWEET PEA BLOOMS FOR
EXHIBITION.

When flowers are required for compe-
pition, and the plants are likely to flower
too early for the date of the show, pick
ofi all the buds likely to be too for-
ward until within ten daye of the show
date, them allow them all to grow.
When the buds are showing freely, liquid
manure may be given onve or iwice a
week. Varieties which scald in the hot
aun should be shaded with tiffany or
other light material, Should dry wea-
ther set im, water the plants thorough-
Iv; rain water is hest, but if this is noi
available, stand the water in the sun
for a Jay before using. Kecp the sor-
face soil locse and free from weeds.

In cutting the flowers, use a paiv of
scissors, and always cut when the flow-
ers are dry., When sclecting your
alalks for staging, pick out those carry-
ing most fowers, free from stwin  or
blemish of any kind. Aveid “Hoppy”
blooms, and seleet those of mond form
and substance, and, lastly, label your
flowers earefnlly and neatly.

—_—

THE PEB.‘PETUAL-I‘LOWERING
CARNATION.

At a meeting of the Scottish Horticul-
tural Rociety in Edinburgh in September,
AMp TS, Brunton, chairman of the Per-
prtual Flowering Carnation Soelety, read
w paper or “The Perpetual Flowering
(.nn.ltwn- its Past, Present, and Fut-
ure.” He first olanced at the historieal
aspect of the suhwut heginning with the
1Gih eentury, when the wild Dianthus
Caryophyllus first found a plare in
gardeus, By the end of the same cen-
tury, the plant Lad devcloped into a
“Lorder” Carnation, of which the present-
day border Carhmtions are the diveet des-

CHOICE FRINGED.

cermdants. The tree or winter-flowering
tape, which they eallrd Bemontants, was
mllm!uocd by the French, anid was gener-
seribed to 1lmais, who was pro-
winendly identified with their enltivation
about 1844; hut recent  investigations
hBave shown ibat Remontant Carnations
were growi in the South of Franee nearly
a eentury  earlior uwler the name of
MMayonnaise Carnationa, These Remon-
1inte were intraduced intn America by
Claxs. Mare, of New Yaork, after 1852
and other Freneh growers in America
Iaving tuken up their improvements,
varieties were raisel  which snepassed
all previous ones. The Freneh Remont-

ants were entirely superseded, and, on
the introduction of Peter Fisher's “Mra
T. W. Lawson,” it was sold for the re-
cord price of 300,000 dollars,

Dealing with the present, Mr Brnnton
took the periwd from 10 tu 1910, and
he asked what were the French, who
in the enrly stages of the plant’s develop-

FRINGED

went had seored all along the line, doing
for the Carnatien? ¢ In brillianey of
colouricg their  Aowers  surpassed all
others, but they had one unpardonable
defect—they were “bursters.” 1le, how-
ever, was inclined to think that possibly
we were saerifieing too much to obtain
perfection of calyx, aml thongh he was
not prepaved to advecate any falling
away from the standard set vp by Bri-
tish and American growers, he thought
we should get some French hlood nto
our present siocks. Dealing with the
uses of the perpetuzl-flowering Carnation
as a cnt flower, 2 pot plant, “und a berl-
ding plant, he said that as a bedder it
hald found a plaee in a number of gar-
Yens. The growing of the plant for mar-
ket purposes was one of the most im-
portant branches of commereial horticul-
ture, and theve were larige areas of pluss
devoled to this indnstry in the neigh-
hourhood of London aud at Iver, Saffron
Walden, Cheltenham, Dunstable, Bal-
combe, wnd other lowns. In Guernsey
hundreds of thousands of plints were
wrown for the expnrt of fewers for the
British market.  {im the continent of
Yurope, as well as in South Afrien amd
Austealia, the coltivation of Carnations
was vapidly incereasine, and ihe Ameriean
trade in them was enormous.

Speaking of the future. Mr Brunton
said that one of the chief aims in the
past had leen to obtain  laree-sized
bloema. That would alwavcs be an ohject
for considerntion. but hybridists wanld
have tn restore the Clave-like fragrance
which had been raerificed in the gquest
for size, fooem, and eolour.—“Gardener’s
Chronicle”
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HYBRID FOTATOES.

The Tev. J. Ackman Paton gives in
the current nnmber of the “Journal” of
the Royal Hortieultural Soriety an ae-
conunt of his recent experiments in eross-
ing specica of Solanum. As the aunthor
peinta out, the erdinary commercial va-
vietioa of the potatn are by no means
convenient suljeets for the experimenlal
investipntion of unit, hereditary charac-
terz, for they themsrlves are hybrids
and  require o b self-fertilised, and
their deseenlants classiliod hefore they
rould be made ta serve this purpnse. Of
the apeeicsernsses made by the Rev. J.
Paton, that hetween the white-flowerving
Nolanum Comersenit aml 8, ‘tuberosum
(wild Mexican form) yieldwd 12 berries,
containing in all 33 seeds, From this
secd. mine plants weve raised  These ¥l
plants have yielded numerous seed-ber-
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riea, B0 that there should be a8 consider-
able number of F2 plants on which the
Rev. J. Puton will be able to pursue his
interesting investigations. The mst
striking feature exahibited by the tubers
produced by the hybrid (F1) plants is
their apparently complete immunity from
late “blight (Phyfophthora infestans).

TETUNIA,

Should they stand the test of further
trials, with respect to immunity from
this disease, the hybrids will undoubted-
Iy prove of the highest commercial value,
either for their own merits or for their
use in crossing with cultivated varieties.
—"“Gardener’s Chronicle.”

——

DWARF AND RUNNER BEANS.

HOW TO GROW THEM IN SMALL
GARDENS,

Tloth dwarf and runner beans are Very
remunerative, and especially suitable for
small and town gardens. Both kinds are
very tender, and soon killed by frosts,
alse prevented from making good pro-
aress by very cold winds early in the
seaon but the runner ltean is somewhat
hardier than the dwarf ome. Too many
plants should not be grown in a small
space or few bean pods will be produced.

THE SOIL
must be deeply dog and well manured, in
fart, trenched albout two feet deep, so
that the roots of the plants can freely
permeate it, 11 the sail be lvosened ang
manured on the surfare only, the roots
of the plants will not support the crop
throngh a short spell of very het, dry
weatier.  As the work of digging or
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Sweet Pea ana

garnation €arnival

December 181, 2nd, and 3rd
1910,
SPECIAL Foature in conneclion
with the Aockland Horticultural
Show, to be held in the Metro-
polilan Gromnds on the above
date |, will be

H @Grand Procession
of wehicler, dccorated mainly wille
Sweel Peas.

The grounds will be briltiantly Llumin-
nted at night.

Military Band, Maypole Dance,
nnd other atiractions,
The Orc:&lthl Exhibition of Sweet Tens

Wrnntlol evor peen in
he Dominiun,

‘W. W. BRUCK, Soorntary.

- A




