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The Paeony-flowered Dahlia.

Dear Veronica,—Referring to the re-
marks of “An Auckland Amateur” on
the pueony dahlia, published in Iast
week's “Graphic,” 1 am awure that many
growers of dahlias have in the past
taken but little interest in this new Ly pe,
but I believe from what [ witnessed bast
year at the Shrewsbury Show that the
pasony dahlia will become very papular,
I imported a few varietiea last vear, and
was successful in growing blooms equal
to any exhibited in England, The plants
were greatly adniired by all who visited
wy garden last autmmn,  Many of the
varieties, including the Geisha and Queen
Wilhelmina (varietica no doubt new to
“An Auckland Amateur”), hkave wmuch
stronger flower stulks than he cactun
dahlia, and the plants make a gorgeous
show in the border. Like other varieties
of dahlias, they are not at present of
much value az cut Aowers, but T venture
to predict that within a few yeara they
will become very popular for planiing in
a large bed or border, Many of the
varieties catalogued are not worth grow-
ing, as iz the case with some of the
eactus, the stems being too short o
carry the blgoms above the growth, but

there are mow several pacony dublins,
inefuding the Geishi, Quaen Wilhelmina,
Attraction, atgl others, which have stitf
stems, and the blooms staml out clear
from  the foliage, Messrs, Daker (of
Wolverhampton), Ik bbie aml Co., 1.
Cannell and Co, and other narsecvimen
have taken up the paceny slahlia, and
these firwa exhibited some of the best
and latest varieties at the Royal Hotti-

cultural Show held in London Jast
August. The Ilarge display staged by

Mesara, Baker attracted o great deal of
attention. In their collectlon they ex-
hibited Tew varicties which [ have not
seen, including Mre, A MeKeller, Col. T,
St. . Wolseley, Lady Saville, and the
Warrior. A report of the socicty's meet-
ing published iu “The Gardener,” atatea
that Messrs, T. Ware anl Co. ataged
Mrs. Genrge Gordon, o new  variety
(white) of much merit. Mr. Calely Smith,
purseryioan, Aldente, Soulh Australin,

has a high opinion of the future of the
purony dahlia, and will be sending out
some of the dwst varivties this season.
The paeony dahlia, in my opinion, has
ecome to stay.—Yours faithfully,

H. BRETT.

_ - —

NATIONAL DAHLIA BOCIETY.

September 7, 8.—Since the amalgamn-
tion of this wsociely with the London
Dahlia Union two exhibitions have been
held annually. The first one, which is
usually the more important event, for
the present aeason, took place, as in for-
mer years, ut the Crystal Palace on these
dates, The weather was fine, and the
attendance on the opening day
greater than usual.

NURSERYMENS CLASSES.

The show varietiea still :take prece-
dence in the schedule, and the largest
eluss in this section was arranged for 48
Wlooms, distinet. There were three en-
tries, the first prire being won by Mr.
Johpn Walker, Thame, whore best bloowms

was

WHITE PAEOXNY DAHLIA,

were  Chicftain  (purplish-lilac),

Gem, T, W, Girdlesione (a gmnl v
of richest purple colonrd, Porple Prince,
Daniel Care {reddisl}, W, Rawlings
terimson and purple), Mrs, Nlack, Tom
Jones, Mr. Glasseock, Southern Queen,
Jolin Hickling (o graml vellow variely),
A HBawlings  (very choice), Standard,
Jobn Walker {one of (he best of white
show dahlinx ), Mariner, Diaden, and Mes
Langtry {genetally gooad in this show).
Second, Mr 8. Maortimer, Rowledge, Farn-
ham, Sarrey, with Jarge, bat hardly sa
relined, bleoms as in the fivst prize ex-
libit.  Soane af the best were Blush {

Rlush
ety

Howwarm  (orange  red),  Pleass N
Chieftain, Tom Jones (ereamy with a

sulTusion of pink), Pavid JJol 1, and
Florenee Tranter (a variety with pale-
colonred Horets edged with purple).

In the smuiler cliss for 24 blooms
distinet, there were twn exlibitors, Mr,
M. V. Realee Nevenoak<, and  Meears,

Kevnes, Willlams and Co., Salizbury,
first and secoqdd prizes being awarded in
1hia order. Mr, Seale’s best examples
were Dapiel Cornish, Duchens of York,
Gracchus, Chieftain, Eclipse, and R. T.
Rawlinga+ whilst a selection of Messrs,
Keynes, Williams and Cols varietivn in-
cluded  Mr, Glasseock, R, T. Rawlings,
We Rawlings, Juhn Walker, Keynes Al
Miss Ormonde, and Mrs. Langtry.

Fancy Duhl'as—There were  two
classes exclusively for fancy dahlins, nnd
one for show aml faney dahlias inter-
mixed. The kargrst class for fancies was
arranged for 15 hloems distinet, and it
attracted three exhibitors, Mr. John
Walker secured the first prize with a
goad display, ° ir varieties in
lis exhibit w e T. WL v,
Jo R Camm W, Shaldow, Mrs, Satn-
A Camph2?l, Comedinn, and John
Recond, Mr. W, Treseder.

For 12 distinct bleoms Mesars, Koevnes,
Willinma and Co. led with o very credit-
able stand, baving such sorts as Rev, J.
B. Camm. Dandy, Mrs, Saunders, Henry
Clark, Tom Perryiman, Gold Crest, and
Matthew Campbell.  Mr. Seale followed
closely, having specially good Aowers of
Claret Cup, Nunseh, and Mrs. Saumsders

QUEEN WILHELMINA.
The hetter of two exhilits of show

amd faney dahlias  intermixed was ex-
hibited by Meesrs. JJ. Cheal and Sons,
Crawley,

Cactns Dalillns.—The most impoztant
class for eactus varieties 13 that in which
a  Silver  Challenge  Cup i3 ofTured
for the first  prize.  Messe JTamea
Stredwick  aml  Sows,  Silverhill,  %=t.
Leonards, Again proved inviavible,
making  the eightl  consreutive  win,
It i3 usual for this firm to show
in this clusa theiy principal noveltios for
dhe yenr, nnd on this necaxion they ex-
hibited 11 pew varvielies in the display.
The finest of these is named after Dr.
Roy Appleton, the floret= being pink witl
Now bnae aml very potnted, giviog n
ke appruoanes to the fower, the
other new onee were Il L. Brouskson
{with thread-like Morets, eolonred dark
rosp pasing to white in the eentrey, Mrs
Dowglas Flemming, Golden Eagle (gol-
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den-yellow  pascing to bronze at the
tip=<}, Tokyo (sulmen amd  yellow),
Areow  (beanze), Irresistlible (a0 very
heavy Dlomm, with incurved florets suof-
fuved with rose on a yellow gronmd),
SnowHake (white), Viscount (brick
red), Albatrasa (white), and Crysial
(soft rose Lipped with white), The other
blaoms ineladed one of H. H. Thowas,
which was awirdid the Silver Medal of-
fered tor the beat cacius-llowered dablis
in the norserymen’s clazses.

There wina g keen competition for 48
distinet shown on boarnds, awl
Stredwick and Sons won the
premsisr prize with a gromd  stand of
Honms, the 2md prize exhibit, aliown by
s Rurrell anl Lo, was also
remarkable for its high gquality.

There were two exhibits in a vlass for
12 varieties of ganden Oncetus Dalhilias,
6 blooms of each variety arvrawged in s
vase with handy  foliage  in prasses,
Messrs 0 Cheal aml Sons awd Mr M. B,
seade were Lhe only exlithitors: the st
and 2ol prizes being awanded in the
orler of their names, Mesars, Ulwal
showed such sorts as Snewdon, Hane Mrs
Granville, ley Shoebridoe, and Mrs C,
er, arenmeed with  Eulalia  zelbrina,
Berberis, Maples, and Asparazns

blovms

&

Pompen Dahlinz.—Theze were shown
rewarkably well, Mr 1 lex Turner win-
i in the Lomest olass, which was for
24 varieties it bunehes of 100 blooms
cach. He  showel Annie  Domaster,
Iarkest of AL Portia, Queen of White,
Guinevere, Wilfraal, Muey, Phyllis, Nyl
via, Zevlina, Fleal, Cyreile Little Mary,
ymede, Bacelns aml ol bers,

Dahibiax rivther  leas re-
usmal, Flieve were flivee ox-
in the clias for 24 intics,
U Beal amid Soms being e meat
ekl ith gomd bloosms of  Mias
Karluwert s, r {white), Colnmbine, Vie-
toria, TLeslie e, Adiee Cnslle, Kitty,
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