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A BUFFALO CEMETERY.

Supposed to be the temalus of Chlet Pound-maker's last big eorral, where an immecnse herd of buffale must have been sluughtered

like a rope of sand, but it is. safe to
suy that without it Canadian resources
would have gone fo build up American
vities, American ports, and American
railwavs, Instead of having three trans-
continental railways rununing east and
west, the Dominion would have h;\_|l hun:
dreds of linea Tunning sonth, teeding the
products of Canada’s forests and farms
and mines into Ameriean cities. The
‘American tarif was a good thing for
' a.

(a'l?;:;]nu-n an its own resourees, the Do
ninion set itsell to the great ta?.k.of
linking the provinces tozether, .huﬂﬂmg
railways from Atlantic to Tacific and
canals trom  tidewater to Ehe Great
Lakes. TIn actual eash from the Do-
minion  treasury, this  cost Canada
£80.000.000; to be exact, £60.000.000 for
the railwavs and £22.000.000 for the
canale, not counting land grants :\_nd
private subscription  for stock, which
would Lring wp the total ex_pendlture to
£200,000.000, This was n tidy sum tor
a country with no were population than
Greater New York, To put it mildly—
it was a staggering lnun_len, as hig a
durden as Japan and Ru.—smaln::sum-:d [l(;r

Jioip war; and their population 1s rve
-':pocll-.i\'ol_\' T 4200000 and  120,008.000
Plucky little Canudal T don’t wonder
tiut the bond-holders of some of _tlmso
ruilways e it hot [or the railway
men fipancing them, amd that Canadian
crodib in ils carly years stooml om very
shaky legs. ‘

In the case of the Govermment r;n!A
way, the Intere¢oloninl Erom the Mari-
time Provinces, and the Candinn Pacifie
from ocean fo ovean, the railways pre
coded  population—in fact, preveded the
posaibility of earning running expenses.
[ndeed, if Canndian railway |Emgnates
would speak. some comical stories conld
be toll—and 1 hope some day they will
e told—of the desperiate straits to
finance these lines. Two railway wag-
nates, whose suc now runs to the
hundreds of millinns in coin. conld tell
of times when less {han twenty-fonr
Wonra Ly between them and yoin.  TE
the Parlinmentary vote had not gone
vight, or the fumid= hail not Tween foand,
eonstroetion ganzs would have left work,
construction wm tea would hnve gane
ta Routh Ameriea, and constroetion rails
—s one candic paper put it at the time
would hLave rusted on  the praieie,
on temie for the cows”

Those weee  Cannda’s  planeer slays,
when the risks werr 0 hig and the task
<o hard that wen ferget that there could
be sweboa thing as future prosperity,
s Aancial light for national ox-
wee—a  time when many wers dis-
poeed to theow up the sponge and shout
annexation.  That day is past, That was
Camanda™s seel-time s this is its harvest
And the dilienlties of faancing ite rail-
ways were vepeated i every walk of Life
— furrming, miuing, bnachering, ang fac-
wring.  Heree was the stulft Conld a
market be foud or be ereated for it?

It used to e a stiwk apology
for hard times in Canmda that o couniry
with a bhig neighbour wext donr was
Bound to be dwnrfed industrinily, 1t
mever dvemed to dawnm on the apologists

by the Indlans.

—atd [ am sorry to say that half the
papers that are now shouting in Canada
were *enlamity howlers™ jn the hard
days—that the swift progress of the
United States meant exbausbion of nata-
ral vesources, and the momenié that point
was reached, the tide of development
would turn to Canada.

When one surveys Canada, the facts
dre so big as to be bewildering.

Tn the first place, the area of the
Dominion is within a few thonsand miles
of the area of all Europe.

Suppose a population in FEastern Can-
ada cqual to France—which s absurd,
for Quehee alone would suwport Frunce's
population—and a population in Manito.
ba equal to the British Isles. and in
Saskatchewan equal to France. and in
Alhwerta squal to Germany, and in Britigh
Coliunbia equal tn Germany! Thisx s
ignaring the Yukon, Mackenzie River,
Keewatin, and Labrador, taking onle the
narts nf Canada mroved hahitabla, whose
lands are surveved and whose climate has
heen tested. YVou have a nosible popula-
tion of 200000 W00, The figures ate siag-
mering. .

Tord Strathenna, ennny and eonserva-
tive as his Seoteh ancestry—whose sighty-
six years have witnessed the mrowth of
the TTnited States population to 85,000,
O, and whose colossal fortune is directly
the result of his faith in Canada’s pro-
gress—{orecasty the Dominion’s popula-
tion within the next century at $0.000,
000, ITe bases his estimate on what bas
tuken place in the States,

IN THE WINTER-BOUND WASTES OF

Just when the free lands of the United
States are exhausted and the Federal
Government is putting up bars to keep
out the perniless immigrant, Canada is
in & position to open her dwvors wide. Of
171,000,000 acres of free prairie land im
the West, surveyed and eclimatically fit
for wheat, only 5,000,000 are now oerud-
pied.  One-sixth only of Manitoba iz oe-
copied, and less than a tenth of the other
Western provinces. OFf the Great Clay
Belt in Northern Onturvie and the Great
Forest Belt in Northera Quebec, not one
per cent is yet taken up, At S0,000,000.
Rtratheona places the population of Can-
ada withie a century! .

But, it may be said, these focts are
potential. Wiat is being actually done?

First. ug to immigration. More than
200,000 people a year are entering Can-
ada; 189,000 may be classed as immi-
grants, 20,000 comprises the foating
population of well-to-do wvisitors—in a
word, the Puilman ear passengers whom
the immigration inspectors do not enwm-
erate. Of the immigrants, 57,000 are from
the Western States, not incluiling those
Americans who are graduslly  getting
pos<ession of the Dbest mines and vast
fimbher regions, bringing their crews with
them.  But yesterday Ministers of the
larterior apologised to Winnipeg andiences
for the lack of fmmigration by saying
that they “could not take immigrants by
the seruil of ihe neck and foree them inte
ihe weountry.,”  No such upologies are
heurd to-day, Under the present Minister
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of the Interior, immigration has increased
at the rate of 50,000 a year,

Next as to wheat. Unly one-sixth of
Manitoba's wheat lands are cultivated.
That one-sixth yielded 87,000,000 bushels
of wheat in vne year—one-tenth of the en-
tire wheat production of the United
Bintes. When all Manitoba®s wheat lands
are oceupied, it will be producing half as
much wheat as the whole United States;
and Manitoba is the smallest of the
wheat produving provinces—is, in fact,
only one-third the wize of Saskatchewan
and Alherta, "

The mind fails to grusp the wealth
which this mesns te farmer, and rallway
shareholder, and miller, Indireetly, the
result is seen in the stoeks of the rail
ways and the milling companies and the
land companies, which have doubled in
the case of the railways, trebled in the
easz of the milling companies, and gone
up 1MW per eent in ecase of Fhe land
comipanies,

TF you get the figures on the wheat
fields  of Canada, or the wheat

fields of the United States, you will
find that a single year's yield of wheat
at the lowest current price in the his-
tory of wheat brings more eash in hy
millions of pounds than the richest yield
of the richest goldfields in the world.

A HIGH-GRADE COBALTBILVER VEIN.

The geclogist’s hammer shows the width of

fhe vein, In less thon two yeers of de-

velopment, Colmlt bas a record of 20

shipping mines amd a totai ouipat of nearly
) L1000 In silver ore.

Canada’s mines are on the same be-
wilderingfy Dig scale as her wheat lands.
It is an odd coincidence that the Dwu-
minfon mines have yielded just abuout
what would repay its first eash ontlay
in  railways und  esmals, pamely,

BRITISH COLUMBIA.



