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Mrongh from eover o eovn, they réad
any odd scripe of newnpsper they can
Some across or, even the hbeln on jam
and meat tinn. We want goold hhunu
for our country plaees, with a good sup-
ply of novels and magazines. At present
we strive, and rightly strive, to sup-
press evilk by legistutive enactmenis. But
#hat ia not everything, We muet supply
wometling te take the place of un-
healthy forma of recveation, Reading
ks one of the hest forma of recrealion
witer & hard day of bodily toil. Books
are cheap, and a library can be formed
at small cost. That men will read if
they get the chance 3o proved by the
following leiter sent by a lady corve-
wpondent of the Tytteiton “Times”:
“] have mever secn any body of \ew
Zealand working men reading so much
wnd eo =0)idly as the West Coast coal
minera. Their keen interesi in science,
mationalism and economics is appalling
wn all gides, but even in literature they
nre goakers, inclined to read a good
deal more than fhey can digest, and apt
in debate to five off speeches that are
splodged as thick as the star-spangled
banuer with such plivases as ~ ‘eraft
wnionism,  Wlasd wonscionsness,  “the
iz of the Turgeoisie,” and ‘the rights
of the patriot.’ Never mind, they are
. & nice body of men” o .
AT I )
The Shearers Hut.

It is mot, of. course, always posst‘hle
flo get the gnief necessary for enjoying
& book. Judying from some deseriptiona
of shearers’ hirts these places must - be
anything but quict. Oue whoe has had
some experiviee of them has gent the iof-
lowing graphic aceount of what he én-
dured to the “Bulletin”:—To & quiet
tnan, or one who is fond of reading; the
shearers” hut is a-den of horror.. There
mre men whose tongues are never still,
aml, as unwht be expe{ted the-qe'are
the oney who seldom say anything worth
hearing. There is the raitling of dice
sud the shufliing  and chatter of eard-
players; the repetition “of “hft.con-!.\\o,
&iteen-four”; . and | the 'e\u.hre players’
everlasting “Pasx w8 a\ 1 she’s
down!” "Ry me!” and. 2 forth.. The
@nan who bangs his fist on the table with
avery winning eard he plays is particular-
Iy ‘obnoxious.,
Meserts in the form ~of a flying Loot.
There are draught-players, domino ‘en-
thusiasts, nonghts-and-crosses cranks and
Fox-and-guose lunaties; ‘there are lowd
Biscusaions, mgumentsvmoaﬂv about
dogs and horsea, yarning, singing and
mhistling, all to the nm:nmpamment of
Imliadozen mouth’ orgams, tin whmtlea
and Jews' harps and a cracked comecer-
tina, 1t's hard to- follow the adven-
tures of Hexinakt de Claney through the
Hungles of the Punjaub under such dis-
turbing cenditions; it is harder stil.to
eompuse & sonlful epistle to your best
girl, pining for ler shearver Loy down
south,  Wheu the lighls go out you learn
e slesping . characters  of your shed
wates, There are several asthmatical
muisances whoe cough, intermittently;
whout & dozen go pig nting. and are
pursaing the.  spotted | one nenrlh all
might; oibers-fidget and kick' and’ roll
have nightmares and.. other noqtnmnl
wminitations, and yell Llue murder in their
aleep; a few are troubled with insomnia,
and get up at frequent intervals to fill
amd Jight their pipes.  And there are the
down-goers, who come stumbling in
aboyt midnight, with neike enough to
awalen the cemetery.
bas subrided, the 30 or 40 dogs tied up
outride begin to corrgboree im dismal
und wmelawchaly - ténen.
&t them Lo lie down, and one or two arire
#o throw firewood and jam-lina &t them.
e nights are pretty near all alike, s0

Fou don't wouwder- ai the number, of

dents  and  bush  gunyahs that are

peattered about the meighbourhood,
WAl -

An English Eoyvett. -
Fieutenant A. Sutor,
Wrtillery, ham been removed from the

Wrmy for critivining certain, irregulari-

Bies and  spesking disparagingly . of
feaple in high places.
Martisl he made & epeech eomlaining

Occasionally he geta his

When that . row .

Bomebody” yells

- eoning. . The  wife _died. The

of the Ro‘vnl :

AY the court-.

some very telling eriticlsms on Army
methods in general. He went into ‘the
Artillery - (he told the Court) becauss
he was told lt was the‘ most dangerous
branch; nnd that be waa terrified at tha
ides of getting a big shell in hia stom-
ach. But he found he had next to noth.
ing to d¢ in the Army.. On his first day
his captain, & charming fellow, gravely
toock him to see his gold lace wrapped
up in itissue paper. After that the lieu-
tenant was set to work, His work oecu-
pied him for about thirty minutea each
day, and even that small amount was
sbsolutely futile and inane. ' It con-
sisted in signing papers which he did
not wnderstand and - which nobody else
understood. He enjoyed it very much,
but his enjoyment, keen and intense ag
it was, did not-blind him to the ah-
surdity of it. By balf-past ten in the
morning his work for the day was over.
Secreiaries 'of War, added the irreverent
officer, had not yet begun to deliver
speeches. on_ the magnificent reforms
which . they. had introduced into. the
Army, otherwise he might have &pent
his afternoons reading them. So it weng
on for ten years. The life was “mighty
comfortable, infinitely pleasant,” and he
knew the big forces arrayed against him
if he rebelled against the system, After
two years' gervice at home he was senb
abroad, and spent eight years in serviea
oub of England.. Things were betier
abroad, except.when' inspector-generals
came to mspeet them or other mapectou
came to- reduce the defencﬂ.

[ '.’f “g‘
An !}nj;,erprhing Guvernor. Lo .
Lieulenant HSutor sapoke  at great

length, and held the attention of the
court throughout. "In the eourse of his
speecl, he 1okl a2 good story of a Gov-
ernor of -Malta who made s littie money
by - selling the vegetables out_ of hie
back gardén. "I would really bave’ ad- |
mupd the Governbr for that,” bhe mail,’

“if he had‘only hid the eourage to go’
round with the cart ‘himseif” Tha.
lieutenant went on to say that em re-.
turning from ‘abroad, he found the Army”
system at Homeé worse than ever, anrl
decided to spé'xl.. his mmd and take"the
consequences. He wrote
called “The Army SHystems. or, : Why
muddle through thirty milliens a year,
during peace?” Mr. Haldane, he’ said,
was “as much at sea, with his land forw’s:
a8 Mr. McKenna is- on:.land with his*
nucleus fleet.”
Mr, Hald,ane as “the most marvellous -
War Ministér who has ever been inflicted
on .2 long-suffering country.” -He wwas
gorry, he said, to gee British officers hu-
milinted by being told that they: had
the sympathy of the. British War
Miniater. Unforiunately, his eandid eri-
ticism of War Oifice metheds was mnot
appreciated by the authorities, and he-
has , been informed that-the XKing has
no further need of his mervicess .
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Blessed Be Bumble. L

The English papera lhave been com-
menting on an amazing instance of the
ersential brutality of the Poor Law sys-
tem aes exempliiied by .the action of the
Camberwell (Guardians .in the case of a
man named Afford. It would appear
that all hie life the man has - had &
strugele to live. According to all ec-
eounts, even in the brightest of - his
days, ke has never earned more tham
18/- & week; and in the darkest, as 3o
often happena in these days of keen com-
petition among the ‘unskilled, he earned
nothing. A few weeks ago lie Jost his
job. e and his wife and five ohildren
then came to the verge of starvation,
A- fried fish dealer, touched to the heart,
gave Afford a parcel to take home, Af-
ford himself ate littie of it: his wifa
and ¢hildren, who “eopsumed’ almost all,
were jext day attacked by, ptoniaine poi-
children
were just saved fram death. Afford him-
se]f waa contined to bed. By the time
the wife had been buried and dhe chil-
drent saved, Afford was without & home
and without a ativk of furniture. This
was the great moment for 1he (iuaridians
of Camberwell. They sent him a de-
mand for £4 15/, cost of tl‘entmg hia
children In the infirmary, and gave hin
notice” to take his bhaby out of the
workhouge. How théy. hape ta get ihe
£4 15/-, we cannot conceive, Perlapa
they will Jssue 8 waprant, and send him
to prison for failure to pay.

a’ ‘pamplilet”

He awdaciously described - - .-

The Paradox of the

EVa tJQan.

THE PERSONALITY OF POPE PIUS X. Coe

.

N_the contrast between the perfect
peacefulnesa of a the moods of
the Pope and the state of war,
fleree and unceasing, which has

made his pontificate 80 exciting, the
newaspapers of Europe just mow behold
the paradox of the Vatiean. Pius X,
remains to-day, ¢oncedes the “Independ-
ance Belge” of Brussels, precisely what
he was when he ascemded his throne,
& timid, gentle, unsuspicious, urbane
and paclﬁc parish’ priest involved in
war with all the great Latin nationg
of the world. The patriarch of Venice
mounted the chair of Saint Peter with
ihe intentiom,” writes the Rome corre-
apondent- of the London ‘Poat,” of “re-
newing all things in Christ.” A £onser-
vative by temperament, he is a reform.
er in the sense that he wishes to re-
move the abuses which have grown up

an achigvement worthy of great mleal.-
astical atatesmen.

On its religious side, however, to foi+
low still the Britiah authority, Ihe ponti«
ficate of Ting X. haa not been an un;
qualified success. If the present - Fops
s the irost conscientious and earnest of
men, he is certainly lacking im that
brendth of wview which characteriged -u
Leo X1II, or an Innocent I, - There ¢an
be. no greater conirast than that he-
tween the way in which the far-seeing
Innocent ireated St. Francis and that in
which his latest successor has treated
the Modernists and the Christinn Demo-
erats. O the Roman Chureh during thae
last five years, the famous remark of
Lord Macaulay would be no longer truey
that *“she thoroughly understands, what
no other Church has ever"’'un*
deretood, how to deal with enthusiasta’®
Qo the contrary, the systom of Pius X
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. HI8 HOLINESS POPE PIUS X.

fn the course of centuries, and to revive
what lie .considers to be the beiter
prpcl;hce of * foriner, generstions, Bim-
phelty‘ has been his maxim_—sim-plicit.y
in the eevemonial of the Vatican, sim-
plicity in the music of the Church ser-
vices, simplicity in the administrative
nnid judicial systemy of the great insti-
tiitioh ‘over whicl he,” the-most deeply
religious anid ledat worldly of men, has
heen chosen {0 preside, Tenacious of
his purpode, hé har carried out, despite
considerable opposition, & large part of
thig. ecclesiastical programme. He has
given us the beautiful spectacle of &
Pope preaching the practical and simple
semmons of a parish prieast in one court-
yard of the Vatican; he has shown his
predilection for a beallhy and a muscu-
lar Christianity by presiding ' over &
suries of gymnastic exercives m another,
He has appointed a eommission to re-
gtore tha” Gregorian chant; he. has en-
trusted a distinguished Englivh scfiolar
with the revision of the Vulgate. And,
finally, he has carried ount that reform
of the eongregations and the ecoclesiaa-
tiral tribunals which had leng been con-
sidered mecessary, but wlich ‘no previ-
ous Pops had attempted. 'This alone i

and Cardinal Merry del Val is to try ¥s
drive the acholara apd the euthusiasts,
the men who wish to reconeile learning
with religion and to win over the masses
to the Chureh, out of the fuld altogether,
It # guite conceivable that in the
struggle with the Modernists the Vaticam
will emerge victoriows, But it is also
permissible to think that Leo XIIL would
have avoidel Lthe gtruggle altogether. -
If the poliey 6f the Pope be thus im
contrast with that of his predecessor, his
mode of life continues to present an an-
tithesis no less marked, It is well knownm,
says the Rome correspondent of the Loa.
don “ Standard,” that the present Pope
dislikes the pomp and ceremonial that hns
usually been attached to every -actiom
of the Pontiff, and loves io liva a pex-
feetly simple life, disregarding all Torma-
litiea that are mot absolutely necesaary)
to his position. A book called "Piun X.
and the Papal Court,” is by an anony-
mous writer, whe secms to be well in-
formed ge to the habits and predilections
of Pins X. The nuthor tells us that ab
about five o'clock in the vwraing tha
Pope's bedroom eitendant entcrs bie

Continued sm page 60, © -



