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Qhoss soimscls of ‘consolence.: ‘AN olher
means having falled, he Invents &
deaperate scheme:. What? On reflection
jn eold blood, it scems akmost incredible.
He calla on Marlon to say good-bye. I
have, says he, a wite livimg—wmd, but
tiving. -~ We cannot be legally married,
and, knowing your views, | see it ia use-
lean Lo ask you to come with me to my
corat island unmarried.  And with this
osutrageoun falsehood he o plays on tle
pansions of the desolate widow that she
Bings herself into his arms, - Marriage
oy none, the once sonscientioua woman
cannot be without him: Now plie ia in
the same case aa Mrs, Averill. She un-
derstands - the strength of lmre, and ber
mouth js sealed.

The Latest Shriek

London has received yet another melo-
drama from tle pen of that indefatigable
person who writes under the name of
Watter Melvile. The outstanding fea-
ture of the thriller is, first, the title—
*The Simm of Londen”—and, secondly, the
abrormal number of villaing,. The pro-
portion to the remainder of the cast
works aut at 45 per cent. Naturally, the
asudiences, which flock to such perform-
#oces, were prepared cheerfully to wit-
néds’ any amount of ¢rime, and the busi-
vess included a number of forgeries and
an- attenepted murdér in a cellar, -a
+xplosion in an ocean-going steamer and
# mutiny, Out of the danger of the
seas escaped the sgenior villain, Julian
Crawford, financier, to cluim’ the pro-
perty of his lovely ward Millie Anderson,
reckonéd as drowned in the foundered
wteanrer, London, with its sigs, wns goad
‘eiough for this Napoleon of crime until
Millia and her brave sweetheart Jack,
efter a lang exile on a tropisil island,
eame home to seltle mecounis. .

The tmajority of authors of that peried
of- the story would have finished the
d4%é, but Mr, Melville only then began a
mew series of thrills. The financier had
' whole bagful of ¢rimea unexhausted.
He spirited away the hero to a noisome
cellar, and baving drugged Millie sent
her away to a chunh to be marncd to
hisz son. N T

But an awful retribution was clnse at
hand; for Jack- escaped in the mnick of
time from the cellar, and just when the
clergyman was about to marry “the
drug-stricken bride” the brave fellow
leaped into the church to take his place
beside the girl he loved, How the musie

erashed out the glad welcome, how the’
house cheered, how the actors hmved .

PN

and bowed again, is now history..

Opinions ditfer about one of the' -ncemmf .
J.wo )

the long scene o the deserted >
island, where the sun drops ¥ké a meteor,’

in the melodmma, a4 wntness K1
le — e T

to s bed —'Westminiter - Gazette
“The lovers whispered soft’ pothings' by

the alore, whilst & harvest.moon that'

peemed uncertain in its: movements raced '
dhirrriedly down to sneet the -horizom s’

the curtain descended.——**Observer.”

-Whatever happened, it must be-of soma .

conselation to the peopte who bate fo be

disillusioned that the moon or ihe sgn,.-

whlichever it ¥R, did not 't'wmkle

New Plays for thils Slde of tho

. Waorld, .

Mr. Geo. Willoughby has pur(haae-l the
‘Australian and New Zealand -righis of
Willard Holcomb’s dramatic st,age'ver-
aion of Mra. Augusia J. Evans Wilson's
novel “5t. Elmo.” This book is well-
known, and the play seeured by Mr. Wil-
loughLy ia the ouly version autherised
by Mrs. Wilson and her Pl]el)llﬂh@'l"i 1t i3
Baid to preserve as far as possible within
dramatic limits of time and space the
main incidents and atmosphere of the
original romauce., The scenes are laid in
South Amerkea before the Civil war, The
new piece by R. C. Cavton, “Mr. Preedy
and the Countesa,” which has succeeded
“Yhe Night of the I‘mty" at the Criter-
ton Theatre in Sydney, is said to be full
of clever humour, #o that playgoers are
not invited to laugh &t mere mnonsense
or buffaonery. *A Fool Thera Vas” i3
1he title of a drama founded upon Kip-

ling's poem “The Vampire,” which s just,

Now being playsd in Ameriea, and is
shortly due in Loundan. Thig piece will
De geen in Australia early next year, Mr,
Gieorge Willoughby having purchased
Ane vights, It will be in the repertory of
the company whicl lie is about to form
1o preduce *The Weoman in ihe Lase.™

“The “Chocolate Soldlier” Secured
for Anstralis, -

“Tha Choeolate Soldicr *-—the mumical

'plrorly of Bernavd Shaw'’s * Arms and the

Man"—wiich was_produced in London

Seith big sdedean, Ix to come to Australia.

Messrn, Ciarke and Meynell have secured

the righis.+ Farnest Shavriaos—and thers
are sane, H appearsi—were completedy.
buwﬂdeced.tq the mew piece at the Lyrig.s
Aveording.- ko - the, Eaglish moticea, the
sama ** Arms p.nd the Man™ at,ory has
been ewployed, but with a seasoning .of
Iyrica obviocualy from some other hand
than that of * G.B.S.,” and with some of
the familiay gaga of musical comedy.
Meanwhile, the amused are asking, What
is ** (1.BR’s” attitudet The programme,
says the * Dally Chronicle,” offers apolo-
gies to Mr. Shaw for an unauthorised
parody on ome of his comediea. But the
thing iso’t a parody, and it could not be
unauthorised, since it contoins whole
apeeches only slightly varied from the
Shaw otiginal. . The atory goes, however,
that Mr. Shaw was, in fact, approached.
The German libreito, it is said, was writ.
ten, aml Mr. Oscar Strauss added hia
enp‘t.wm.mg music. Both together wera
then sent to Mr. Shaw, with a cheque for
several thousand pounds, in anticipatiom
of his sanction. He returned the chegue
and refused his sanction. Despair on
the part of adaptors and composers? Then
followed an appeal to Mr, Shaw’s good
nature, Thiy was' successful.  Permis-
sion gratis, but nwthing more at any
price! _ 8o, “ The Lhoculute Soldier ? i
produced in Germany, with success; in
America with euccess; in England, with
puccess! This s just the story that is

"Pl‘etty Diek!

grea.t t.hm,g in the 'pleca
miste, - which m “de-
sifibed as “ abeolutely eha,rmmg £
.in full of life: and wit and melody, and
delicatd little touches of nrcheetmtwn ia
ihe verdict of the * Chronicte” Mr.
Cl}de Meynell, writing to his firm regard-
img the production, states that on the
opehing night at the Lyrie Theatre the
audience went wild with enthusinsm; and
that Onear Stranes, the composer of the .
opera, whoe tmvg-lied from Vienna to be
present, was Aceorded a memorable ova-
tion - when the curtdin fell._, .

-~ Surely: things in Aushalaém have come

toa prntty pass when none of the leading
theatrical orgamsntmns will  stage
any of Shaw's plays, whilst they dop’t
ming one bit snappiog up & parody of his
\\ork.s‘ -

Miu- Maric Hall's Tour.

Miss Marie Hall, the famous violinist,
liasg, commenced at Durham her long tour,
which is to extend over ten months,
and in tlie' course of which she will play

at 200 concerte. She was to give four
concerts at Durban before proceeding
to. ,Jo]mnnewbulg, aml probably Pretoria.
Her last oppenmaoves in Bouth Afvica
will be at Capetown, wiere she gives
eight concerts, She next visits India,
wliere she is to play in Bombay, Calentta,
and several other cities. From Dmlia sha
procecds to China and Japan, and then
slie "is to fulfil engagements in New
Zealand aund Australia, For the téur
she has been guaranteed the sum . of
£10,000, and in addition she is to have
a shave ln the profits of each concery
which shows & surplus of wore than
%50, ‘o
Autkland Liedertafel. L.

The Auckland Lirdevtaiel conclinded it
season at the Choral Hall last week with
5 Hne programme under. the, direction of
Dovlor Tharas, The vhornl selections on
the whole were well rendered by a cQonr

THE CAVARY"S PREDECESSCR.
Sweet !

of 84 voices, although there wes in ong
or two ileme not. tha elapn and crispness,
one would dike to have heurd. | Refis
Uall to the Empire”=—a stirrlng composi-
tion for baritone and male chorus, and
presented to the Soviety by Madame
Melba—received & moderately good ren-
dering, considering the diffienlties it pre-
senta, The solo part was in the handa
ot Mr, W. Rynn A ppirited number
was Dud[ey Buck's “The Nigual Resounds
from Afar.” Carl Fischer’s *Caln at
Sea” was not tres from blemish, other-
wise it might have provided wome truly
puetic inoments, and “Pilgrim's Evening
Htar” (Kuckeu) was  the concluding
number to a concert of average merit, in
which nowe of the voealisls gave any
very distinctive performance. Both
Madam Chamberas snd Mr, J. W, Ryan,
as well as Mr. W. Arpinuil, were recalled,
and all contributed more or less 1o the
suecess of the concert.

£300 Por Night

Madume Mella told an interviewer re.
eently thut the work of geiting the ar-
tists together for ilie Australian opera
season next year is nearly completed.
All the artists whom Madaune Melbna
hoped to secure for the Commonweaith
have been obtained with the exception
of Mile. Destinn. Although this great

S'vgeet 1

singer was offered £300 per night her
engagements would not allew her to ac-
cept. & contraet which would necessitate
8o long an absence Ilom Luwpe. B

Faree nnd_ Farcleal Prodnut:lnlls-

“The Man from {'ooks; or, The Girl
of Osténd,” is virtually the last hali of
the title, or the piece in which Charles
Hawtrey made such a hit with in Jays
bygone, 1t is n. farcical jumble in three
acts with the wenal sterestyped charac
ters dressed up to represcnt human be-
inga, Fred Graham and CGerald Kay Son-
per ave really the piece. The former has
to fill the part of = man who, for the
greater part of the first act, staggers over
the stage in a state of intoxication, This
may be funny—Fred Graham is certainly
a splendid mimic—but it is hardly the
thing to edpect intelligent folk to do
otherwise than yawn at. ‘The remaining
iwg, acts ses him a husband vietimised
1y » decoy on the sands at Ostend, and
led into muking vivlent love to a sirange
ludy, whilst the hograph guietly records
e whole scene. The same thing bappens
to his Iriend Baron de Tongchamps {Mr,
Kay Souper), and his fatherinlaw (Mr.
Alfreqd larford). When the films are
shown in London, the * erring * husbanda
and their wivea are plubyged into conater-
uetion. On this motive the. whole action
iurns, . The siturt gus beeome very laugh_
alide as the piece procecds, aml vhe ruveens
of it in the eyes vf the audience lavgely
springs from the tulents of the two lead-
ing comediana already numed.  But, how.
ever clever and brilliant we jndividual
parta- may be, (for Fred Graliam ja an
irresistible comedian of intnite resonree)
pirers of this class with their sirained
situatinna, their worn-out humonr, and
their unhuman types, Are no longer ap-
pm\lmg to the premt bulk of the people
The plain fact i1, we—that ik most of us
—want mmwlluug which Botw nof fail a0
cnnapn-uousl\. in its appesl o hnman
ercduht}. , ) .

O

1.

Stray Netan - o

The. fact that-sporting melodremas o¢-
epy the ‘boards of two Melbsurne thes
tres at the presenat time, and are draw-
igg erowded houses, given rise to sonms
reflections, says “The Southern Nphere”
It js true that there are a great many
devoteea of the tur! in this community,
and thot there ara many artistically
unsophisticnted souls to whom the tran-
apontine drama supplies full satisfaction,
it it would ‘not, despite the evidence -
of  the well-filled . awditoriums of the
theutres, ba a legitimate conclusion to
draw that sporting meledrama is° the
kipd of themtrinal pabulum with which
the Australian publie. will remain comn-
tent. In neither inetauce is the. plob
of the play up even to the ordinary
standard of Drury Lane. ln both the
sporiing chances, which prove auch a de-
lusion in real life, prove the financial
walvation of the hero—a winning tickeb
in one and & woger with a bookmaker
in ths other—not & very high ethiml
ideal 1o present 1o an inielligent com-
munity.

Hali Crine's plny “The Eiernal Ques-
tion” has been a failure in London. 1t
was withdrawn threo weeks afler stag-
ing, and was to he replaced by another
hashed-up production  from ihe sabie
author; entiled “I'he Bisheps Son .

“The Doltar Princess” “has run for &
¥ear in London, and is still goeing strong.
“The Whip" at Drury Lana has also
completed its anniversary, whilast “Oup
Miss Gibla” continues to draw uowdcd
hooses in the Metropoiis. .

Clarke and Meynell's ps\ntom:me thll
coming Uhristnma will be “Dick Whit-
dlington and his Cat.”

HIS MAJESTY'S
THEATRE

ﬂl’ C.A. AND CHORAL HALI.!
AUCKLAND .

Commenc[uz
HORDAY, NOVEMBER 2].
To
' SAT‘URDA'!‘, NOVEIIB'ER 20..

DAYS—BIX— VIB]I’PB
D.ll'!‘!—-Sl\{—NthrS

' v

AUCKLAND OOMPETITIONS *
SOGIETY'S N T

FIHST ANNUAL FESTIVﬁL.‘ -

27 GIGA“TIC PROGRAMHFB. S

—— o
TOTAL, 1370 ENTRIDS .
FROM ALL PARTES OF , DOMI’HQN—

£330 CABII FPIUZLER AND, TROPHIE#
For— - f
. Uholra, Qumio(!, Dueta
. Voeal ond Ingtrumental” Rolos
Solo Plnulut ltedmlfl-‘lllt rrize vnlu.

B

Shnkuperlnn. Drmntic and Hum»rnn'
Heclals, Characler Sxmhm \{uno- :
logues -

- lwmerous Songs
- lmpromptn and Prenareﬂ Speechu

I"'uble Debate

¥hysical Drill and Boy Scout Contestm

Auckinnd'a Dest A;,alnut AJILomers "

GRAND DEMDNBTBATIO“ HIGK"
SATURDAY, 26th.
Colossal Progrnmme by I'rize- wlnnnl‘t_i.

THE BIGGEST §1X DAYS OF ’l‘lll‘-? YEA 1w,

ADMISBION:
Evening (Gogie): 2,8, 1,8, 1/ No earif
doors, .
Mornlng and Afternoon: 8d (two matineen
exrented),

Pmlﬂvely No Free List. All Our Frieuas
‘RY.

BO! Plan of Reserved Seats 0PCD! at

Wildman and Arey's on Hh.  Day Sales
at A, Eady gond Co.'s, Queeun-pt.

5¢COTT COLVILLEP,
Mnuaging sr-crelarr

AUCKLAND l-ll)RTlCULTURﬁL|
SOCIETY'S
SUMMER EXHIBITION .

CHORAL HALL.

THE CHILDRENS FLOWER BHOW,

FINDAY and RATURDAY, 18tk ond iotM

NOVEMBER.

'

Tutendlug exbibltora are nollfAed (hnt

l’.XIllll!lS WILL CLORE on FIRIDAY
T, 1Mith INST,

SWALBACVE BRUC

B\\mnmu Hllu'l.

Banr,r.,



