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RAHERA TE KAHUHIAPO: HER LIFE AND" nuss.—souz scmas
OF THE MAORI,

(Speeiai to the “Graphic.”)

ANY a taﬂg“ song of old, and
mnny an ancient " love-chant,
toe, were sung over the re-
. mains of the venerable Ra-

hern {Rachel) te Kahuhiapo, who waa
daid to reat the ather day wt Ngupeke,
ot the shores of Tauranga Harbour.
For Ralera was a famous woman in
her day, and & great -heauty of the Bay
of Plenty and Lakeland kaingan.  she
Wi @ “withine whai-mapa,” o “woman
of power,” Indewd,
heen  an  unusual  woman . altogether,
Her word was Jaw with many a hapu,
and when she died lutely, aged some-
where Dbetween ninely-tive and a hun-
dred years, hundreds of  tribes-penple
from all over the Bay of Plenty country,
and from Maketw, amnd the sea epast,
and inlanit to the Kotorua villages, gath-
oredd by the waters of Tauranga to ery
over hex, and to chant their poetic fare-
wells to the last of the great Maori
chicftainesses of the Eant 'oast.

Hueh a woman as Halisra  was 2
Loader’ of Tier hapus in maore wayw than
one. To ler the poople came for .ad-
viee when in trouble;- her word “went?
whien  there . were Jisputes over laml;
bat, above all,  her “whakapapa®™® ov
pedigree gave her a pgaition of high de-
gree. For the tribes she was emanected
with were many, amd she could trace
her deseent from several of the chiefs
who commaled the Hawaikian viking-
canoes  which landed their  Polynesian
erews on the Kast Coast of New Zea-
land Letween four ami  five  hundred
years age. And further back than the
days of the Arawa and the Matantua
canded, too, she eould go; she eoulil re-
cite her genealogy drom  the ancient
peuple of the land, the aborigines wln
were already settled here a thonsand
years ago, aml with whom later immi-
grants fought and inter-married.,

-Asraun example of the aristecratie
Maort family-tree, here in Rahera’s line
of direct deseent from Toroa (“Alba-

slhe weeima to have -

tross™), the captain of the Matantua
canoe, which landed her Eastern Pacitig
crew at Whakatane, Bay of Menty, bes
tween four and five eenturies ago—Wai-
raka (fanghter of Toroa), whose son
Wi Tama-ki-{e-huatahi,
Tane-noe-uhi, whose son was Pukenga
tiouwncler of the celebrated warrior efun
Ngati-Pukenga}, whose descendants werg
—father to son--Whetu, Tuhokia, Te
Aomatapiko, Tamahahape, Te 0, Te
Muire, Rarunga, Hine-marama, and Te
Nia, whose danghter waa KRahera te
Kahubiapo. Amnd one of Rahera’s dangh-
ters is 1a (Katarina} te Atiraw, of Tau-
ranga, whose eldest danghier in Te
Rongokahira (wife of Mr. Charles R,
Parata, of Wellington); and one of the
many great-grandehildren is little Xahu-
reremoi, o tiny girl, who hears an il-
lustrious name from her anvestress, the
original Kahureremoa, who lived many
genevations ago, and was a celebrated
Beanty and a “puhi®—that iz, she knew
no man antil she was regularly married
by tribal consent to the dneftam C‘|thL‘tl
for her,

Ruliera witiessed more than one can-
ikl feast in her time. [For her younz
days were spent in seewes of frightfal
eavage wit, For vears there wis fight-
ing between the Ngaiterangi aml the
Arawa tribes, and as Halera was con-
nevied with Dot tribes she was fm the
thick ~ of ii. %he saw the inter-tribal
battles at Maketu, and she also saw the
capiure  of  the celebrated stockaded
“pa’ Te Tuma, on the sea cvoast, uear
Maketu, In 12336, when an army of Roto-
rua warriors stormed {he fort and
siaughtered many svores of its’ defend-
ers, whose bodies went joto the oven.
she witnesved, too, the last patriotie
stand of her warrior tribes against the
Queen’s twopa in 1864,

Aml Ralerax had her love .uhpnturpr;,
tno. En her. youth she dived with her
father, Te Nia, on ihe beautiful hill-
top Motutawa, which is a high island-
like peninsnla jutiing out into ile blue
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walers of Lake Robmf.: in the Gey.er-
land Lountry Motuuwa wis a pali-
suded atfoinghold  of ‘the Ngati-Pikino
tribe; to wlich Te Nia belonged. . A
gresl. carved-aveeting-houde, . which-4tood
on Motutawa hill, waa called “Tuan,”
after Te Nia's warrior father.  Well,
Rahera fell in love with Te Ngaru {“The
Wave”), & young chief of the Ngati-Te-
takinga hapy, and ke with her. And
they lpved each ether right well. But
the twain were violently parted. = Te
Nia and his people took the sorrowing
Rahera away, and completely broke up
the little affair of hearts. She was
taken across the lake to Pukurahi, an-
other  Npgati-Pikiao - fortified- village,
whose béautiful commanding site you
may see to-day, at the entrence to an al-
most landlocked placid bay on the north
side of Rotoiti, So' the width of the
fake ‘separated the lovers. And Te
Ngaru used to sit on the clifi-top at
Motutawa when evening - cawme, gazing
geross the waters at the northern shore,
and as he gezed and sorrowed, he unsed
to play a plaintive little  air om  his
“putorima’ {wooden ~ flute)—another
Tutanekai playing t¢ hie Hinemoa. And
he eomposed and sang tlus love-lament
for Rahera:-—
(Translation.}
Lonely I ait
On AMfotutawa’s cliff,
. Ever pgazing towards Pukurahi,
MWhere dwells my love,

The fires Turn low

i Pukurahi hill;

By their dim light. .
We'd take' our il of love.

The’ mnonhght bea.ms

* Oa Pukurahi hill,
By that pale light -
Would we' ecould lo\e again!
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My sad Sehesong -
Moats out acroes the h’k
~But tll_y'-hment
Ne'er falia upon’ mme nrl )

‘Sn ehanied Te Vgaru hia love: song h
the sleeping lake. 1t reached Rahera’s
ears at last by tribal messages, shough
the. lovera were never re-united; and
whenever, she, visited Lake .Roloit i
after  yeara “the 'pedple ’ dehght.ed to
chant the little “waiuta” in her honour,
It waa ¢hanted again and again at her
tangi, and mow her kttle grmt-grand—
child, Te Kahureremon, of Karori-road,
Weilington, is learning to sing it, too.

Some of the laments Jately compqael N
for Rabera are finely poetic in their
imagery. The Maoriz likened her {o the
Dright star of the njorning, to Tawerk
{Venus), “te whetu marama o te am e
now gone from their sight. 1 translate
Lrief pasagea from one or itwo oi the
lnments:

Lo! On the distant waters

Sweeps along Te Whatarau'™s canoe,
On! {hat he'l hasten to the shore! £
Ang by his Kindly magic wove this load
That weighs my epirt down. '

-

The Snuthern breezoé blow,

Amt every gust that comes v
Seems bat to increase my sorrow,”
_And Lo renew my Lem’s .

T look for some warm rohe

To shield me from the bLlast:
- And -trembiing sore, forlorn, TN
I seek in - vain, - - . PR
And eomfortless 1 lie,

See, over vonler mount
The mormng hreaks;® -
Perchance my chieftainess returns to me
Clothed in that =hining cloud. ~
A, me! I wait in \am. '
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HAVE YOU GSO.T,_?"'

A Tearmg, Hacking Cough? SR
A Stuffed-up Chest? - ”
" A Teasing Irritation in your Throat?
. A Difficulty in Breathing?  ~ "
. A Cold in Your Head? =~ . -
A Fit of Sneezing ? -
. A Pain in Your Chest ?
. A Shortness of Breath? - 9
. “Only a Blt ofa Cold?” - = o

: . FROM ALL CHEMISTS AND STOREKEEPERS. AND
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HEARNE’
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THE GRANDEST REMEDY FOR '.

COUGHS & COLDS

A STITCH IN TIME SAVES NINE*
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