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how, thers ia as yet no answer. It is
a8 true of telephony to-day as it was
in 1876 that a child ¢an use what the
wisest sagea camnot comprehend.

Here ia a tiny disc of sheet-iron, I
speak. It shudders. It has a ditferent
shudder for every mound. It haa thou-
sands of millions of different ehuddera.
There b 8 second dise many miles away,
pethapa 2,500 milea awayv. DBetween the
two discs runs a copper wire. As 1
speak, a thrill of electricity flits along
the wire. The thrill is moulded by
the shudder of the dise, It makes the
second dise shudder, And the shudder
of the second dise reproduces my voice.
That is what happens. But how—not all
the scientiats of the world can tell.

The telephone current is a phenomenon
of the ether, say, the theorista. But
what is ether? No one knows. Sir
Oliver Lodge has guessed that it is
“perhapa the only substantlal thing in
the material universe” but no ome
knows, There is nothing to guide us in
that unknown countty, except a sign-
post that points upward, and bears the
ane word—*"Perhaps.” The Ether of
Space! Here is an Eldorado for the sci-
entists of the future, and whoever can
firat map it out will go far toward dis-
eovering the sceret of telephony,

Some day, who Kknowp, thete may
come the poetry and grand opera of
the telephone. Artists may come who
will portray the marvel of the wires
that quiver with electrified words, and
the romance of the switchboards that
tremble with the secrets of a great city.
Already Puvis de Chavannes, by one of
his superb panels in the Boston Library,
has admitted the telephone and telegraph
to the world of art. He has embodied
them as two flying figures, poised above
the electric wires, and with the follow-
ing imscription underneath: —“By the

By Royal Warrant.

PURVEYORS TO HIS MAJESTY.

WHAT IT AMOUNTS TO.

The right to print the Royal Coat of
Arms upon the goods one sells, surmount-
ed by the legend, "By Special Appoint-
ment Purveyor to His Majesty the King”
is one which ia coveted by all British—
and many forcign—tradesmen and manu-
facturers. 1t gives, as it were, the atamp
of royul approval to the product of the
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receive the royal warrant before he can
s0 advertise his wares.

The late King Edward during his reign
issued 940 of these warrants, so just 840
firms have been entitled to use the Toyal
arms; but they were all expected to re-
move the deviee from their signs, their
letter heads, and their labels when King
Kdward died, for the right to nse it dies
with the sovercign who granta it.

The warrantsy are not a mark of ex-
clusive privilege, for they mny be granted
to muny men  in the same of
business, For instance. there are
brewers wha have had the right to an-
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firm, No man may use the royal arms
without a special warrant, and a heavy
fine follows any infraction of the rule.
The device, of course, means that the
article upon which it is placed iz sup-
plied to the King's househald, or that
the shop which so proudly displays it ia
or has been patronised by His Majesty.

WIRE-CIHIET™R BOARD.

When the “chief aperator™ reports a hrenk anywhere in the system, It {8 the task of
these nien to locate it withln a few feet, In order that 3t may be repalred without Jusa

thime.

nounce that they are “By Special Ap-
pointiment Purveyors to His Majesty the
King.” This, of course, does mob wean
that the King drank the brer brewed ly
all of them: as a matter of fact, King Ed-
ward tavely touched heer, for which he
did not eare; but it does moan that thei-
beer iz supplied to the voral cellurs for
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same is true of wines. yet no less than
38 wine merchants eluim the privilege of
stocking his wine eellar,  Rix chumpagne
firms and four brandy-makera can show
documentary proof that they were patron-
ixed by him.  An an offset 1o thiv, no less
than nine manufncturers  of  mineral
waters aml  ftemperance  ddrinks were
anumg the rivipients of roynl warrants.

Twenty-six jeweliers acquired the right
to show the royal arms. Kight proprictors
of perfumery make it inpossibls to guess
what wasz the King's favourite seent. Five
huindressers are rivals for publie patren-
age on the ground that ench of them en-
joyed the royal patrovage. Three chirop.
odists are entitled to call themselves
royal eorn-parers,

1t is generally supposed that the King
patronised one partivular firm of West
End tailors, but 16 uther tailers are pro-
vided with equal evidence that they mide
hix clothes. A dozen hatters show the
same proof that ench of them mude the
King of England’s hendgear,

Hixteen atchers figured ns purveyors
of meat to His Majesty, Ten bakers were
enclh suppraed 0 supply the bread con-
aumed at the royal table, awd the snme
numbier of fishmoengers produced elnims
that ench of them supplied it with dish.
Five sonp munufnetiurer e UITVeYOrs
of sonp to His Majesty.  Nix bootanakers
were appoinied to provide him with hootx.
Lipht tobaeconists were entitled to
c the royal arms. King Edward
up eveling =ome years ago, finding him-
soli a hit too slont and ehderly for in-
dulgenee in that exercise, but six cyele
mnnufacturers held royal warrants.

Only one man ¢an claim that he alone
in his tyide possessed a royal warrant.
He is a chimuey sweeper.  Theye is also
a firm which liad a right to eall itself
“Vermin Desiroyer to His Majesty.” This
ix the firm that keeps the roys kltohon-:
clear of cockroaches and the royal pan-
tries free of rats and mice.

h: But the mere fact of the King entering a  the use of the King's guests and house- In adilition to these there are 187
wondrous agemcy of electricity, sprech  cigar shop, and buying a cigar, dees not  hold. holiders of royal warrants from Queen
flashes  through space, and ewift as give that tobacconist the right to use Ten distillers sporied the roval arms  Alexandra.  Awong them are ten dress-
lightning bears tidinga of good and the royal arms on his cigar brands or  as purveyors of whisky to the King. Yet  makers, five milliners. and iwo corset-
evil.” upon the sign over hiz deor. He mnat  of whisky he partonk very sparingly. The  makors.
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Jeweliers, QUEEN and DURHAM STREETS, AUCKLAND.
Qur varlety makes sultabla selectlon easy.

Our gooda ars marked In ptain
flgurem at eash prices.

Our Illustrated Booklets are sent
free to all.

F 2505 Finc quality Electro
Siiver Shavini Mug, 12/6

CGloads posted free to any address G 6701—Cut Glasa Trinket ﬂgz, silver
"

A
’ top, 2iin. x 2iin,, 8

s
* Q@ 277—Yet. Gold
Turguoise and

Pear]l Pondant,
14/

J 1703 —Finec Silver Table Bell,

G 88T — Slgmrlrvr Razor Strop, Solid Silver Care,
ationy tone, 12/

H4258—-0ct. Gold Rells up automatically.
Thistlo Fendant,
et Topaz atone,

18,6 NEW BLOUSE SET
SEAL VIR

J18T6—Set Sulld 2ilver and Enamel Blouses or
Veat Buttons, B/8 set.

A mlel, dhoop 33 Twbles and

set 5 dinimonds, nmouds, or
S Sapphires and 2

£8/8/- B mends,

18/

Set Bllvar-plntaﬂ and Brown chker

H 718—Silver Handlca and Polished Steol H 080!
Pattern China Salt. D;[nat.ard. and Pepper Pot.

Bution Hooks aud Shoe Lift, in nice silk
lined case, B/8

F 7358,
fot. Gold mounmd
{reenstons

Perdant, 21/

G L—-Kiwi Lace
Pin Charm,
Bot. Gold, 4/9

J 1650—8oild Sllver Trinket Case and Fiu Cinhion.
Mured with niirror, 25/~

J 940 - 8llvar-mounted Frame, 8in. high. 20/~

QA 9170—30lld Sliver Lndles’ Curd Cans, 30/~




