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Brief, bat Terrible.

The fnal act is briel and terrillo.
FPedro, atill beside bimeell, hay wandered
into the lmer room of the mill, when
Ecbastmno suddenly caters mnd  finda
Martha alone. AL once he beging to
nake overtures to her, though she
tries hard to tepulss blm, While he is
thus engaged, Pedro, uinseen by febrs-
tiano, peers inta the raom, his face livid,
hn eyes blazing. Early in the play he
Aaa dencribed Lo the vilagera how,
single-hamiad and wnarmed, he recently
strangied in the forest an  enormous
woll which had sprung upon him, Se-
basliano now has Marlla by the wrists,
Ife s siruggling with and attempting
40 embrace lter, With & bound, Pedro
leapa upom him from bellnd; Lis mua-
vular prip cloges upon hiz  tyrant’s
throat; elowly, in full eight of tlie hor-
ror—u!riokm girl, I'edro squeezes the life
out of Scbaskinmo, and flings him from
him in a heap upon the ficor. Then,
tervificd at his act, and dreading the
rotribulion that he keows muat speedily

wvartake him if the ¢rime be discovered -

before he escapes, he picks Martha up in
dis arms, lifls her on to hig ehoulder,
and when last we ee bim le is im the
distance flesing away wiith her to the
moyukbrin fastnesses that he knows so
well and where nous will succeed in find-
dng him,

Wanganni's Big Win.

The success of the Wanganui Garrison
Band, under Conductor Wade, at the
Railarat competitions, hring the Ausiral-
saian  championship 1o New ealand,
Nobody or o place will be better pleased
or conspewous ik their appreciation of
the fact Lhan Lhe good folk of Wanganul.
Jt was w splendid achievement. In he
teat piece ilsell Wanganui ended up a3
many as 34 poists hehind Prahan, ibe

rack Melbourne lmnd, who were in tha
ead. The test, it must be added, was
{]‘ayad Ly Wanganui late a¢ night, in &
itler cold wind, making it necessary
for ihe players to run shout in overcoats
to keep Lhe biood im circulation, Under
auch conditions, it can be imagined that
it was diflicult te geb the instruments
warmed up to their work, which sug-
gesla o praecticable cause of their com-
paratively poor display. The judge's re.
marks considersd that Wanganui's {esh
was close to m well-rendered selection,
ekill and artistic temperament being
shown in ilie interpretation of .it. lo
their own walection, “the Valkyvie,” the
band took the judge Ly sdorm. lle de-
clared it am exlraordinacy performance,
and a treal to listen to, The New Zeu-
tanders” success wus greeled with greaf
¢hecring, they having gained 222 points,
whilst I'ralan made only 150-—a differ-
ence of 42 in favour of Wanganui.

Mr. Shart, King's Trumpeter, and
adjudicator at the compelitions, staled
Lhat he would like Lo have the Wanganui
Dlend engaged for 12 months to illustraie
Lhe kind of muzical material available
tn Ausiralusin, The rvemnrk opens up
the possibility of Canductor Wade's men
making a towr at Hume, Lut it is well
to reduember that whatever success may
Lwave Twen echioved im Awnatralia, the

rabubilities of 3 auocessful tour in PBri-
ain would require a lot of careful weigh-
ing.

An Unbesten Reosrd of Eight
Years.

‘The most valualbde tribute {o the aue-
ecas of the hamd cama from the Lord
Mayor of Molbourse, wlia gave them wn
efitia]l reception ab the Town Hall, Un
Gelial of the citizems of Melbourane, he
extrmded them o cordial weleonle, and
oongrutulated thiem on {lie gicat honour
they hnd achieved In winning the  Aus-
tralasian  championship. He was de-
fighted 1o think thal a smull town in
the sister Dominion had displayed such
pluck and enlerprise in sending the band
#o long a diatance, and st swh expense.
They might well teel proud of the honour
they had woa The New Zealand band
had an unhcaten record for eight years,
and had now added fresh and greater
laurels wot only in music but in warch.
fng. Their pesrformance was most
cvredilable to New Zealand, and to Wa-
nganul in purtowlar. The visit of ihe
New Zeslanderas was another evidence
ot the fine wpirit which hkad prompted
‘thes Loniinion o take & prowminent part
1 the paat in important Linperial ques-
tiona,’ i

The reanlt of the conteat was a per-
sonal triumph for Conductor Wade, aml
on his retuwrn to New Zoaland ho,. te.
gether with the memers . of Lhe Jand;
are sure of & popuiar avation. Tha man
wha, in daya o come, dares to stray into
Wanganul and jet it be koown ke bad

aever board of “ibe™ bund will have fow
chances of emerging again on to the face
of ikia, our morial wnd- very . human
planet, + . . .

. € The .Brixton -Burglary.”-

As the paper went to press, Fred
Grabam’s company of comeldians made
iheir tirst appearance iu Auckland at
His Majeaty's in *“The Drixton Pur-
glary.* The pight waa & deluge, bnt
the popularity of tha actor-marager
drew a welldilled houss notwithstapding,
“The Brixton Burglury™ ia a furragoe of
sowedy, farce and phantasy. The story
ia & Himsy mesh on which & woven
tha usal farcical incidests, There i
the man who has had & night out dur-
ing his wife's almeace, the merning
sfter, the upnil friend with an eye
glasa, the reprobate old father-in-law,
the phrill-voiced maid, the same old
{angle of falsehoods and explanations
that wouldw't evem deceive a eow, and
80 on through three acts, to the inevit-
able “happy” ending. It iz not the
pieca that really counts in such chreum-
stapces. You get wll ihe bulblea of
irresistible comedy effervescing through
the ~ night in  Mr. . Fred. - Gra-
ham’y inimitable Reginald Pontifex,
in Mr. Eay Souper's “Richard Diggie™—
a truly langrid dandy of those attenu-
ated proportionn end spidery gyrations
that would smake even a scarecrow crosk
with laughter. Misxy Florence (retton
{who, like Mr. Eay Souper, was & mem-
ber of the Asche-Hrayton Company)
makes a typleally fragile and simple wike,
who exlats only in the imagination of
the maker of the -farcical ocomedy.
Numeroua songa and character askebches
Lob up during mtervals whenever it suits
the author to interrupt the actiou, and
they really atford a delightful and amus-
ing reliefi from ¢he general agony of
complications, The piece is well staged,
it Tung along at pace and all maid and

« done it provides all that one can expect

from the lighter side of things. I hope
t¢ returm to the subjoct mext week.
Tha piece js preceded by & somewhat
mediocre .curtain-raiser  entitled “The
Power of the Idol” . - .

Stray Notes.

In New York twenlty thousand
pounds is spent annually on “open-air
music and municipal eomcerts. Im Lom-
don ihe amount iz wader: twelve theu-
eand pounds, Wellington " is  the first

city in New Zealand to support a muni- -

cipal orchestra, but to save our hlushes,
we cannot mention the amousni the eity
is prepared to spend, munificent as it
may appear in contrast to the—ahemi—
of other ceatrea.

‘The new leadiag lady for “Our Miss
Gibbs,” the latest Willtaroson eflerves-
cenca in Australia, Misa Blanchs Brown,
Thas already established heraelf high in
popular favour with Sydney {olk. &ays
an exchange: “Her sdmirers are num-
bered not only among the masculine
members of the community, but the wo-
men wulso are charmed with her dainty
personality.  Society has received her
inio its ranks, and ler siay in Austra-
lia seems destined to be most prosperous
and happy.” : -

Mr. George F. Boyle, the Sydney pian-
iat and compoaer, Lag had his cantata,
“The Pied Piper of Hamelin,” on Rebert
Browning’s poem, accepted by Chappell
snd Co. for publication. As Mr. Boyle
has left England for America to take
up his duties as & professor at the “Pea-
body Conservatory,” at Baltimore, he
will not he prescnt at the- firat produe.
tion of his latest work, which will be
performed early méxt. year under Heary
IWood, with the Queen’a Uall Choral
Foclely and erchastra, and the best avail-
alle artists in the sclo parts. Mr
Boyle has had another cantatr, “Don
Ramfro™ accepted for publication, snd,
a3 there is a demand for this class of
compasition, he has bheen roqueated to
wend more of hls works te tha pub-
lishera, ’

The first provincial four of Maeter-
Linck's fairy play, “The Blue Rird,” began
at the Grand Theatre, Laeds, on Reptem-
Ber 5, 1t ia subseyuently ts vislt tha
Court Theatre, Téverpool, and the other
towns gocluded in ita flight are Neow-
castle, Xdinburgh, Glasgow, bhelield,

Manchester, Nottingham, Bouthport and

Biruingham—ten towns in all—and the

‘tour is Lo run for throe menths. -Some

ddea of the gigentic undertaking 'of- ecnd-
ing & play Ike “The Mus Wird" on tour
nuy be gathered when it s known that
thie ¢ompany travels 120 strong, and

-earries with it tnany more tons of sconery

and properties than any company that
has left London for the past. 20 yrars.
In spraking of Btesuss’ “i'od wnd Verk-

- "BRAVERY REWARDED.
Gy T tha last m_eeling of thea Royal

Humane Society im New Zea-

land, applicetion was made on

behalt of T. R. McPherson (3T
years) for rescuing Edward Crouch (38
years) from fire at Aucktand on August
15th, 1909, The facts of the case were
particularly meritorions, On the even-
ing in question MePherson was passing
the Btrund Arcade, Auckland, when he
heard a crash of glass and saw a man
and flamees issuing from the third shop
en the side. MePlerson ran inte the
Thistle Hotel snd rang up the fire bri.
gads. " On galning the atreet be sew =
hundbag fall from one of the windows,
snd on looking up he saw a man on the
window sill, at the third sterey. The
man was ealling for help, MePherson
took his hat and coai off and scaled tha

fire escape; whick only went hali-way up .

the building, and he finished the ascem
by placing his honds and feet in the nicks
in the wall. After.that be had a 12-inch
eornice to mount and a 4-foot palisade,
at the end of which wes a turret. Xa
mounted that, and wus able to reach the
man, who was badly burned and in great
pain. Iad the reseued man struggled
there was nothing but certain death for
both rescuer and rescued. The greatest
bravery had been displayed, and it was
decided that the highest gward, the
Btead gold medal, be granted. This is
ohly the second oceasion on which the
Btead gold medal han been awarded, the
former recipient being Siafl-Sergeant-
Major Redmond, drill instructor, of Nel-

son.

Mr McPherson b8 alse the helder nf a
silver medal from the Liverpaal Ship-
wreck and Humane Society for having
jumped into a deep part of the canat ak
Seatorth (T.aneashire) and rescued a boy
and a girl from drowning on Gth October,
1894. “The boy, the younger of the two,
fell into the canal, and his sister (aged
9) had plunged to the rescue aod was in
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dinger herself of ‘being droiwned. - MY
McPheraon was sowne dislance away when
the accident oecurred, and accomplished
the rescue with great difficnity, owing
to the waters of the enmal being henvily
charged with chemicel refuse at the time,

———er—s -

FOR THE CAUSE OF CHARITX.

COMMERCJAL TRAVELLEES AY
WHANGAREE T
A record gathering of commereinl trav-
ellers, who generously pgnve their mer.
vices in the eanse.of charity, by orgimis.
ing and suctess{ully earrying. oub the
second annual ‘concert in the FTheatrs
Royal, Whansarel, on the 18th st ‘Iso
programme presanted oa that occasion
13 regarded as one of the beat ever wits
nesaed in Whangarei. . Instituted lasth
year by the Commercial Travellers, lask
years concert resulied in & benefit to the
Whangarei Hoapital of over £60, which
amouni. it is considered-will be cynalled
if not surpaszsed, this year, The varioug
gentlemen im the picture foregathered
with the full sequiescence of their respear
tiva ffrmd, to assist in this praisewsrthy
object, their action being greatly appre-
tiated by the Wlhangarei residents,
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‘larung,” a critic of “The Timbka™ recently
declared “ome may point to many erude
passages and feel that the orehesiration

_ia often needlessly violent with the vio-

lence of Tehaikovsky.” It ia really as.
tonishing how respectable journals in-
variably become the vehicle for bigotry
of this sort. Ome would thivk Strauss
and Tehaikovaky were students at the
Royal Academy. .

Mr. Laurence Trving, like his elder

brother Tarry, has long been a serious
sindent of his Shakespeare, and Jie pro-
poses shortly essaying that role of Ham-
let in which, it is said, no actor has
over been known completely to fail. It
will be very interssiing to compare Mr.
Trving’a veading, sure ¢ be a thoughtful
one, with those of his family predecos-
sors in this many-sided role.
. Miss Dolly Castles has been engaged
by Mr, Arthar Collins as principal girl
at Drury Lane at Christmas in the pan.
tomime “Jack and the Beanstalk.” The
three leading ecomedians will be Dy,
George Graves, Mr. Genrge Rarrett, and
Mr. Harry Randall, and to them may be
added Mr. Harry Lupino, the nimble
dancer, and Mr. Arthur Congunest, s
firmly-established favourite at Drury
Lane, The guestion of who will play the
part of the principal boy is not yet de-
finitely aetiled. . A new discovery of Mr.
Colling is Miss Hilda Playfair, said to
be & charming singer, for whom he con-
fidently predicts a hearty welcome. Mr.
Johnnie. Danvers, the wellknown come-
_dian, will also appear. .

The death is announced of Mr. . W.
Hopkina, whe, ns “Paut Rodner,” wrote
» number of popular songs, inclnding
=Calvary,” “Alnie on the Raft,” “Ferry-
wman John* “Love's Dreamland,” “Tlhe
Rells of 8t. Mary's,” “Forging the An-
‘chor,”” “In & Clarden of Roses,” “Sion,™
and “Resurrection Morning."

Some interesting compomitionm of
Paganimi will sShortly be published for
the first time. It has inng Leen xnawn
rilat . the: famens. violiniak - wrete some

-quattets ot -violiw, wile,  guitar, aml

-teallo, six of which have been fur scmw
time in the possession of 3r: Alfred Bur-
nelt, the MSS, heing apparently in Paga-
ninl'’s own handwriting. Six moremeunts
from these quarteis have now been ar-
ranged for violin and plana By Mr.
Henry Tolhuret, and are now heing pub-
lished for the first time by Messrs.
Aschorberg, Mopwood aad Crew.
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