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FA THE_@?‘S‘* REBE_L’LION

A P {o the time when mother died,
and Aunt Amelia came to live
with I ‘had taken father’s
abientmindedness as a wmater

‘uf course, and something to Le expected
in a college professor. It was always
part of dur family routine to make sure
ihat he did not’ start for his classes in
the morning without his necktie, or with
one of my ehopping-bags in pia.ce of the
green onme that holds his books. ™ !

P Father alwaya says that he is ab-
whrbed in tlunkmv of his work; and !.lu.t
his wind, instead of being alneut
vmy present, although oceupied vut.];
rlfairs other than unimportant triffes,
'l‘lmt wag what he told Aunt Anu'lla.
m]n-n ale scolded him for having worn
tJ? chareh, in placé of hia ligh mlL Tiat,
2 buttered and cobwebby  old derby
yhich lie uses wihen he rakes ap the
fawn. . I eouldn’t, bl‘um_‘ Aunt . Ameh'l.
for feeling annn)ed although T did fot
think she fully understood father.
h‘ul not veally known him sioee he waa

3,

a Doy, for she bad lived in the Wess
ever since she was married, nntil her
husband  died.

o “Really, Edith,” she c‘ouﬁdwl tn me
Tater, “I am anxiows ahont your father’s
wental condition. All the Adams family
for generations, even ‘the ‘sehotars, have
been practical —-extremaly’ pmch—:al »

. Aunt-Amelia: herself. is t‘etreme]y
practical. I knew that from’ the | LSway
ghe hgd set her son, Cousin T!mmas,
gfter me, a3 goon as she found. ogt that
mama’s money had been left in my name.
But to =mooth thingy over, [ ipoke ta
father.

He did try for a fow days, and Aunt.
Amelia -was very much encouraged until
the evening when he brought home Mr
EKliot's family cat in place “of the basket
of lettuce Le had gone te:ietch. - -

We hoped, then, that he_ would do
Tetter when coliege Td closed, and hia
claswes were off his mind; 80, as soon
as possiblé . after couumericement, we
hrried down to the acashore at Hardy-
port and opened our cottage. Hut before
we had been there & week, Aunt Amelia,
with a face of ;,lnorn, counfided to me in
a corner of the pinzea: .

~your father, Edith, is certainly not
improving.
am afraid of.”

I knew she meant insanity, but I
wouldn't mention it. Fulher had been
apending most of his time in his atudy
on hia svienlific work, and it certainly
hadt keemed once or twice, from things
he did, thut hé wasu't quite right. That
very afternoen, when we ruuted him out
to take A swim, we fonnd that he had
retired to his room to change hia clothes
for his Dbathingseuit, and Tiad gone to
Bed by mistake.

aLet’s an to town to-morrow and see
Dr. llndge " I suggested.

. Dodge is our family physician,
and I suppose we didn't go into details
about father as with a'stranger. First,
‘Aunt Amelin talked, and then I chimed
In. We Jidn't either of us mention i+
lsuut\r, but when we told how we wera
afraid of fathers haviug irouble with

She

I don't dnre ta say what L.

Cousin Thomes was woevicy A
arms qnd shouting, “Coute back ™

his head, we thought ihe doctor under-
stood what we feared. -

It developed afterward that Dr.
Dodge got the impression that father
was suffering fromn headaches, caused by
too cluse application to study, and that
what we women wanted was a phy-
sician’s autherity to make him take
care of himself. Ho he suid that, while
he couldi’t attemplt a thorough diag-
naosis. without seeing the patient, he
thought father’s condition would im-

. preve if he limited himself strictly o

working nat mare than twe hours at a
time, alternated by periodas of reerea-
tion, preferably out of doors.

“And T will a.ppmnt you ladies,” he
conclded pleasantly, “to make sure
thiat my direclions are observed.” ~

Father sefdom mmakes a fuss about
anything, and he submitted beautifully
ta the doetor’s ‘onlers. We timed hia
working periods; and if he stayad locked
up in his rodm for more than two hours,
one of us woild invite him te ge for a
walk, or Toating, or to play croquet.

One morning, when we had leen at
the whore abuut a I tgok [ather
to visit the w]m.lw' £ one of the big
fish companies ovel in town, 1t was all
very interésiing; but father LBot into
ti )ullk‘,rnn usnul, “c- “down on
ulut he took the ‘solid vover of an
upturned bargel, but it was veally the
open’ top of a barrel of hrine. Some
of ihie men loghed: Bul & young mnan
in.averalls hurried. up and helped father
out, and was very kind, not even smil-
ing, "~ 11e spoke nlnrply to the men, and
it was remarkable how quickly they
sobered up, and helped father to clean
llls clothen.

- The- voung 'mu.n, who seemed to he
same-sort of @ foreman, lent father his
own: overcaat to wear home.  Although

waus so much afraid that father would
take colid; I did remember to thank the
young man, whase naine was Mr. Me-
Garragh, anld to tell him- thai we would
seml bavk the eoat. lle wes a very
pleasant youug man, tall and -square-
shouldered. " His face was not a -hit
handsonte; bat Tiw forehead looked calm
and collected, and his eyes Jdidif't seem
ta have mach’ nonsense in them. I
liked his it, aomehow, when hie Took-
ol at’ me s\qnalelv, I was um]mnn saeil
A little, to my own disgust.

Of conrse, Aunt Awmelia went wild
when father came home wet. Bhe H])(DL['
to_him =0 u}mrply t}mt he stayed in his
yoom all that evening. in apite of us,
and most of the following day. Then,
almoat by force, Aunnt Antelia dragged
him cut and geni him up to the hotel
for a newsapaper.

Father wan ao long in veturning that
1 wlipped out tu took for him. 1 fouml
thiat he had drapped the two pennies
that Aunt Amelin had given him into »
mail-bax, wuder the impression that le
had been gent to post a letter.  Whea
he woke up to the fact, he fonmd he had
no othier mompy with hin, and he was
trying to screw mp his eournge to face
aunt again.

1 bought the newspaper and we went
home togehter, enjoying the walk alonz
the Beach vory ninch. At the daor of
our cotlags, wham should we meet bub
Mre. MeGarragh?  1le had come, he said,
to wnve us the trouble of semiding bmk
Tiin overeont; and of course we invited
Lim im

When we intraduced him to Aunt Ame-
lia, she deliberately snilfed, and I knew
she meant to suggest the adour of flsh,

Mr. MeGarragh didu’t seem to notice it,
nor did he mind when Cowain '1Immmu
who was staying with us for a few days,
undertook to snub him; dift 1 wus indige

nant becanse they had pn-ked at the poor .

féllow” thnt wiy, so I treated him’ very
uicely, out of aheer pityr ‘Neither Thomasn |
nor aunt seemed to enjoy that.

It was on the second afternoon follow- ~
ing that Mr. McGarragh invited me to
tuke the walk ercund Bunrige Pojnt:
Aunt. Amelia .ross up -and_said that X
should not go without & rhnper---lfnfter
all the yeara 1 had beem at Hardyport
without the suggestion  of auch a thingh- .
1f 1 hadn't known that she was working
for Cousin Fhomnaa, who had made. two
atiempts that week to propose to me, I

" whould have aliown Khow lmlignant 1"was,

Tustead, I was very sweet, and told her
how pleased T sheuld be to have her come
with us. Aunt hates walking, sineg she
began to grow stout, and Me, \Ich.lrragh
and T went alone. -

. He talked Jess than any. olher }uung
man [ had ever knpwn, but I didn’t care
—perhaps becawse I an aucd a chatter- -
box myseif, After T got homs, I fostnal

m_\,ua]f wondering how such a nice man

could work all day, in those slinry fish-
shads.  That evening I nearly slapped
{'owsin Thumas’ face wlhen he wxpoke of
Mr, Mceliarvagh as a “tsl-skinner,”

11

The summer wore on, aml somehow Mr.
Mutiareagh scemed to take wp more and
more of my leisure time. He often came
in the afteroon te take me for a drive,
or for a ykim in the harhour in a motor-
bort, or fer one wof the beautiful walka
about Hardyport. JIf he couldn't get off -
from his work in the aflernoon, he was

fairly certuin to appear in the eveninyg |
and git out with the family on the veran- |

dah.
The firat fesw times he d&id this, Aunt
Amelin inaulted hink ot every opportin-

ity; but it seemed Wmpossible to proveke

IHm to answer back. 1t angered me so,
however, that 1 treated him move prettily

The beack, clemr dewa to he ey of Hhe riciege tide

all clny.
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If it bad nol been 80 near the end of
the seasvn, § think we should bave dis-

“dbryed him; but Aunt Amelia said the

munLuler was au nearly over we might as
well wail untif we got home. .

Ouly & duy er two later, Aunt Amelia.
with & very sober face, bronght me-a sol-
epn editorinl in her conservative news-
paper. It turned on some man who was

_heing tried for murder, and on the evi-
dence of insanity in his ancestors.

Then
it went on for hatf & eolumn about the

. wickedness of praple who married when

there wns insanity in their families, ind
tlie misery t,lu:y ilu;,ht caume those they
Jowaul. )

‘The horrible newnpapcr rditorial éo-
bered nie, and 1 carried it on my nerves
1L knew why aunt had mado me
vead it; and the moré 1 thought aloud
it, amd abowt onr’ anxiety for father,
the morve distressed I was. I wonslured
what my duty would ‘be if there really
wan insanity-in my fumll_y, and if I was

. aukpd to mzury

And that vnr_y evening Mr. Mc[lnr-

ragith pmlmnu] to ne! ,

. Tt came so h!'ldll(“l'l[v, and T was so
Anstered, 1hat I could mot shut it gff.
3 hardly kuow just whut 1 told bim;
but, I.gave him i undevstand that whila

. I liked him, aml hoped he wounld eqn-

tinue. to be my driend, the thing he
usked for eould never be. 1o took, it
quietly, ws hn tovk everything; but as
he went away his fauce wai :lmwn, und
1 wan o sorry for him

Nur was he the only one hurt, fur I
ericd myxelf to sloep that night.

He dil not eome the next day, wor
afterward, Ayt week passed, T bedon
ty realise llow mueh I eared for hinn
It was silly Lo ihink that r man ill

love, who had been rejevted, would ehn-
Liarire “£0- fited hituseld upon a gl whe
apparently did nol eare; but untit Jie

stayed nway I lind not known \\mll'. 1|1~l
“eonpanicnship neant.

FThat wust have been o hard week fnr
Aunt Amalia, Nnt ohly was 1 snlpl)y,

s cureead with anicks it

. the sunl,

than evers ard when nunt disenveral

this, xhe toek tu Gmoring bim completesy. |

Cowsin Thomas, deeiled

to spend the swmmer with ns, kept aut of
Iis way.

Aboul the midifle of Aagns! we hegan
to notice a arw symplom 1 fsidier He
wis becoming irvitable, We funl more
and more dillieully in Kevping his sched-
ule down {o the allolted two hours of
work, Aunt, lowever, stuck to the task
like a heraine.

We tried to get falber to gn il Reo
B Dadyge, but he alsolutely reinsed. 1is
nlso forbade us to consull the doctor vur-

whs had tinally

uelves, or to Dbring lhim to {he colloge,
adding thai, in hix opinim, Dr. Dodge
wag & darned old fuddy-duddy.  When

fullicr uses Langmge as unwicntilie usd
thal be is veally angry.

bul fatler wrew more aml more ivcilable,
awl whjrcted more and more ta heing
1 ondt of Lis den. 1e waid he bad
. work which nmaat not e in-
+ bat Aunl Amelin quoted the
r.lmlm s onlers and was inexorable.
Then eame the merning when Tather
1 was & hot, bright ey, at

“Hhe vory eml of Augost; oand 1 owas up

in my Toon, when I hward Aunt Amelin
tulking nt the door of his stwiy. .:T¢
was cvident that she wns turning him
ol for bin recreation period, and (hit
be wan sbecbdedly unwilling,  Finolly I
lirard  bim g0 downstairs, | actually
plamping, aml the front deor mammed.
A jitn)e luier annl cane to repori:
“1 bl absolulely 1o drag out yonr
father, Edith; nml. mere than that, T
ernghl him wmupgling some papey and
peawils onl—plaining o krep at his tire-




