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tamos, has s totsl population of about
p million souls. Within this diocese there
pte oot fewer than five hundred religious
houses—monasteries and econventa-—and
loma six thousand minor inatitutions
orming ecentres of clerial propagaoda
nd influence. 1t is not known liow many
onks, nuns, and prieats these figures re-
E:eun ; Bpanish statistics are incomplete
:nd igaocurate; but they stand, st any
rate, for a very large body of people—
indlv.idullly poor but ecollectively con-
rolling enormoul wealth—who have na
sh&ro in the life of the community and
'h; duties of the citizen. -
It this were all, it would vet Lbe a bur-
den Ko Hpain's mwest enterprising and
prosperous proyince; but the matter goes
further. The orders engage in business.
Uhey have apecial advantayges in the way
of ‘securing lubwour and custom, and they
arg exempt from all taxes. They manu-
facture ligneurs, chocolates, wndy, and

dinen; they work farms; tiey undertake

printing and laundry .work: and they
pre able to do all this on terms with
mrhich the wywman canaot compate, They
donmtrol the schoula. of Spain, and in poli-
fice 4heir inflaence is parammount. There

i3 & general belief thraughout the coug-

dry that, the Quean Mother, the mosh
unpopular figure in Hpuin, is the tool of

miles fram Barcelons, wherc he was borm
in 1863. Thus he belonged, as by inheri-
tance and birthright, to .the paramount
cause in Catalonia, He had little educa-
tion, save such as = poor boy was able
to gain in the Church schools under a
asystem that stili leaves seventy-five per
cent of the poople of Spaln [Niterate;
but he had an sptitude for study =mad
read largely,

The corrupt and decadent Spain of to-
day haw lost its old artistic and literary
traditions, but there is still a curious
subterranean culture to be found, which
ia trrceahe directly to Anarchism. ‘The

vlassew, without grace of manner, geaial-
ity. or wit, and his mppearapnce almost
constituled & claim to. be overlooked

But none the loss, this awkward, silent .

Bpaniard had sametbing within him that

attracted to him the confidence and devo-

ticn of women. The record of his lite hay
soveral inefenoss of women inspired to
Dbe his followers and helpsrs.® While ha
lay in prison, ome, Senors :Villafrancs,
the moest falthilil of his followers, was
exhausting every resource to secure his
reprieve in Madrid. In Paris thers was
another, named Mlls Maunier. Little is

known of her, save thai she wan a very
oy

2

ware established I dihet paris of
apd it has alresdy, in m.uﬂli 1
than sight years, turned oot sbout fo
bonsand pupils, well equipped to hol
their own in illiterats - mod Igmoran
Bpain. " Also, it earried out ite founder’
intention that it should be a plow -}S
cloricaliom, and its power w Iy 1
cognised by the Qovernment when a
1904, an_ opportunity aross t& atia
¥orrer. - -

Amnofig the men whom Ferrer had ap-
pointed to aaslst in the conduct of th

uels Modorna was Mateo Morales, n!
wecopipilshad linguiat, who was glven th

the Jesuits. Whethér this be true or not’
the effect in the same; elevical inflnence
and clerieal wealth: shul” off all hope
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The. former FPremler of Spaini wivse min-

fekry  was overthross Ju conseyuenve of
. - Ferrer's executlnu, . - -

of reform and progress; and thus it is
that in Barcelona all dfsordera begin with
the burning of a convent.

There v a story of a uewly-appointed
lovernor whoxe first report from his dis-
trict begam: *I'he convents are still heing
burned guite regularly” - M

It was to this warfare hetween the

eople and the orvdera that Erancisco
Ferrer belonged: ~He was the son of a
cooper ot Alella, a small town about ten

A FEINER RIOT SCENE BEFORE. Tiik

A MEETING HELD IN TRAFALGAR SQUARE TO I'ROTEST AUVAINGT FERREK'S EXECUTION.

Anarchist teachers who leavened Spain
in the sixtiea and seventies of -lnat-cen-
tury Lrought with them the new phileso-
phy of demoreacy. The ides of Marx,
Bakunin the Rusaiauw, and John Senart
Mill gained currency and asceptance, and
these amd others were accessilile to Fer-
rer. He grew up, in’ the fagh Lhey in-
caleated, & Republican, an . Anti rical,
and a philosophical Apwrchigg—that is
to say, accepbing the prineiples .of Anar-
chism as an acndemicel proposijion, but
withalding himself from their aclive con-
elusions, ‘The universities of Europe are
fuil af Anarchisis in the sane senge; it

is thte common resource and refuge of

political idealists.

But lie made a0 kistory, He had suffi-
cient dislike for monarchy to leave Spain
after the hrief experiment of the Bpanish
Repirhdic. He went to Paria, where he
found eompanionship among olhers of the
same way of thinking aa himsed, and
secured ewployment a3 a teacher of
8panish. He was never an imposing
figure. e was a man of the lower

oid woman wihe belicved in Ferrver, and
when she died she i him half w wil-
lion dollavs with which to forwurd his
cause in Bpain. It made him, for Spain,
a very rich man; it put into his hunds
such as no other leader had command.
ed. " From that tune Ferrer began to he
recogmisell as a dformidable  Ligure in
Epunish affuirs,

He opened his exmpaign by founding
in Barcelonn his Hscnuela Moderna, the
only sceular school in Spain, Here a
child received sound teaching In ec
tionn! suljects, and -was alse i
along ihe pecnliar lines of Ferrer's be-
diefa. Mle described the object of the
school in these worda:

“To make chillren reflcet upon the
lies of relizion, of government, of patriot-
iam, of justice, of polities, and of mili-
tarism; and to prepare their minds for
the mocial revolution.”

Apart from iz lalter - purpose, the
achool served & great national need, and
its succesa was immediate, Rranches
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cwrs arrnngedl.

post of librarian. Ife, too, was an Anar
chist, but mot of the philoacphical and
theoreticul kind te which Ferrer belon|
ed. He was the man whe threw th
dowb at King Alphonse awd Lis Lride ok
ihe day of their wodding.

On June 4. 1008, Ferrer waa arreated
for ‘complicity in {his outragre, apparent-
Iy for no other reason than that e hnd
Enawn Morales well, Not g slired of evic
dence conld be adduced againat him}
there was not even enough to brin
him to triul, TIn fact, Lthe case wna sd
ntterly feeble that the Judge of Virs
Insience agreed to liberate him on baif,
adding that no cause bal been shown
why Ferver should he either tried of
deinined in prison. ‘Rut Ferrer was mo
liverated. The Fiseal intervened tn pres
vent it—Mhig autlhority wes higher than
that of Lhe Judgre.

“You will not be allowed Bail,” he told
Forrer, “even if the Judge has permittcd
it, because T will stop it.’”

o Ferrer wonl dmek to juil, and res
mained there without triat for a full
vear. At the end of that lime & Lrisl
Ordinarify he should
have been bronght before the (‘ourt n’
Assize, but there were reasnns why the
normal conrse of juatice should noel Iy
puraned, and therefore a specinl mur;
was ealablished to try lJim, without #
jury. No means were neglecled Lo seenre
ihe judicial anurder of the only rich man
amnng the Anticlericals, and yet the at-
tempt failed. Evidenre was eifered on
two pointa. Tt wna shown, in the firab
place, that Anarchists had paid visits te
Ferror. This wna not denied. In Tio
seconil plare, there was an attempt to
demonstrate that, sinee Morales was g
poor man and Ferrer a rich onre, there-
fore Ferrer muat have anpplied Mornlen
wHh money 1o hive rooms ja Madvid and
make the attempi on () s dife.
rer's connsel  wish i onll M.
Tochefort on his BelhndIf=hs wenld
Ty w puwerial
defener - Tl the court
with a refisnl Lo henr i
" haweyer, conhil Dot gl
Fort in Al newspapers, wnd he pablished

witneas Tor Lh

n lefler 1 Lo o Risstan 1ie-
volutivunry il

“I Lave wo failth in
aml L o, mnd all the

folk whe think you ecan Jdo anyihing
wilth speeches,”

The cane wan alsy
to eml. Tvenn s specindly  constitnte
eunrl foond Huelf unalde 1o eonviel on
such evidebve, manl Ferrer was argnitled,

d from 'In-;(inn'lnﬁ




