THE FERRER TRIAL. |

T, . BENUR FRANCISUO FEKRER ) )

{An Account of the Court Martial and Execution
: of Ferrer, the Spanish Radical :

{By PERCIVAL GIBBON.)

A reccnt cablegram from Nadrid stated:—*Tiwo (housund coul workers, on thé
Municersary of the, cacewtion of Franciseo Ferrer, visited his grave gt Reren
Yiulent speeches qcere mode blawing the Clericals for the cxecution, until

dona.
;:w patice dispersed e crowd.

The Spanish Premicr {Kenhor Cmiaiejus) banncd

Lrn'ft'r(‘m’r'l.' to Ferver al mectings erranged fa Catelovie te pru est against lhe

Jdeath penalty, and to erpress sympathy with the revelfution in Portigal,
Soetalists celebruted the anniversary of Ferrer's exceution “and
Hucounters between the Catholicos end Republicans on Suii-
duy uceessitated @ charge by the Municipal Guard] " .
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B ILE irial of Franecisco Perrer in the

: Moudel Prizon at Barcelona wos a

- Stute function of the highest im-
i povtance; besides the reporters,

Lgnly privileged spectatars were preseht
o “witness an cend being wade of the
L Lovermment's enemy. Therd was a goad
deat of competition for a place in court;
L errep was 1ot known by sight Lo many
cople in Spain, and there wus curiosity
) 3 {9 (be personality amd appearapce ol
L—.Iuls poweyinl Revolulionary, the leader
£ 3 behool of political 1bought. A colonet
nj six eiptains were appointed to try
im, apd @& captain ¢f engineers was
cputed to comduct bhis defence, with g
rhspief qf arrest aud hwprisonment if
ul ‘)"(‘11 od fur on the prisoner’s be-
Jf, Thé wlhola” thing was  stage-
JJmanaged L€ & dvama, gud s end wus
Thob less certaip and foreseen,
ff They browght Feerer in and placed
1§ at the hav ol the eonrt, with a
S::ﬂry besido him; and the speclators
siled and fidgeted to wce him close
i land, Unded thejr curious eyes, the

lnon&ﬂd man Aheank amd wad wneasy.
;eopa gaw Lim with astonishment. Ha

24 the mnnu©r andl all the cutward lock
f an elderly clerk or a comnivy sehaol-
aster, of anyiling suliecdinate  and
oddlng nnd wninspired, He wan middles
ad gnd of the mildla statnre, with a
ound, dull ficca, and a short, pointed
oy fward. There was nothing lo dis-
; I‘llﬁlll-‘lll Tim from thousauds of men in
Kpala to-duy, In whom - 1lie national
laracter of xeserve and incavlousness
ro exaggerated to a sort of alrophy of
hia facultics. Tla ahowed no trate” of
lat ferveney and power that had made
fm ihe enemy of the Government, amd
tuatalned him  through  years of war
fzatnat Bureauerary and eriealize in
ﬁitﬂfmln. Tt was only when at some
m in the procesdings, he lookid up

Fen
the

quickly, that people were able {o ses
thut the eyes in the patient face wera
steady and of o peculiar brighinesa, -

A military court does’ not prenvunce
sentence at the ewd of the case, and
wlhen Ferrer waa taken out fram conrt,
no word of death had been spoken. But
Ie knew, and the otliers knew, that he
weit forth doomed. In London and in
Paris il was kiown.,  There were at-
tempts to influcnes the Governments of
Great Hritain and Framee fo intervene
1o save b and tie advocates at the

Palace of Justice in Paris. signed a pio.
teat ‘agninst 4he manner in-which he had
been denied justice and an oppertunity
to <lear himself, In Rome also it was
known.” The Pope addresséd an inquiry
to the Papal Nuncio in . Spain ss to
whether his intervention would be takén
well, and the date of Ferrer’s execution
was actually advanced in order Lhat
the young King might mot have fo re-
fuse & request from the Vatican. ‘Those
who advise the Pope were not blind te
the fact that clericalism in Spain can
il afford to make mariyrs; the proof of
their wisdom is in the nproar that arose
from every capital between St, Peters-
burg and Montevileo in answer to the
volley at Montjuich on Octoler 13.
There is not lacking a mass of proof
that from the moment he was arrested
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leader whose disappearanre would eb
the destinies of the »trugple betwee

the - Jorces  of fiberalinm am

their  oppouents, it would . ha
.been hard . te’ fx " upon "~ on

1o Catalonia, Ferrer’s bpative prove

ince, a8 in the rest of Bpain, Anti-clericaly
ism is more an instinct of the people tha
a matter of politics. A man may be &
Republican, & Natioualist, & Seplrll’.ll:j
& Lerrouxista, but he is an Anti-¢cler
as well, 14 is mol that be is necessarlly
hostile to réligion, or even to the Chureh
it is simply that the religious order:
have become a heavy burden to the pome
munity, and their inerease in the' facd
of the law restricting them is making
life & difficult matter for thousands of
people, ’ )
Although

I was not persomally Ac-
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Ferrer was a3 goml as dead. lie was
charged with incitiug end taking part in
the recent riots at Barcelona. His guild
or his inorence ne lonmer concerns any
ane. The time to prove him guilty was
in Jis life-time, whem he conld answer
for himself. i - -
-Six manths amo, if one had =ought in
dpain for an uvetstamling mang for o
P . — T e E

Senor Kerrer, who potitioned King Alphorso Tor Der Intne:’s reprieve,

quainted with Ferrer, I lived foria. con-
siderable time at Barcelena while 1 was
studying the growth of the Anarchist
movement in Spain, amd 1 was able to fol-
low ¢losely the resnlts of hiy. work there.
To gain a elue to Ferrer’s share in Span-
ixh politica, it is nevessary to winderaland
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THE FUORTLLESS VFRIBON WUHELRLE FERELE WAS BHOTL,
'



