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G. Gibaon and Co. and Medsrs Gunn and
Suns, of Ulon, were contributurs to the
exhilbhitiun, notable in the collection of
the latter being some campunula pyra-
midalis of am exquisitely blue tint, and
others of pure white, “Lady Rullinson”
u pure yellow waillardia, showed up pro-
wently on the atand of Messrs Artin-
dale and Nun, sod Mrs Melvill, of Meole
went sothe herbacenuy  phluxes,
which attracted much attention. Heauti-
ful carmations were staged by Messrs
Cuthush, of Loadon.

In another tent was a superb display
of gerpetual carnations by Messrs Young
and Co., of Cheltenham, among the best
of them being “Mra H. Burneit,” pink;
amil o Hue mauve, “Mrs G Williams,™

{Hie tent was given up entirely to sweet
pran. where many of the best-known
wraweks exhibited all the kinds worth
wing The gencral effect was magnifi-
cent in the extreme.

The FEFrult Classes.

n the midst of a riot of richest hues
of vountleas flowers, in a lurge marquee
pear the main entrance pates of the
Quarry, the rrapes and other fruit were
exlubited.  The delicaey of the Lluom of
these tempting Eruits drew from all whe
sitw  them  spontaneous  expressions  of
wonder and delight.  Here in perfection
wore exhibited apple and pear, peach and
pham, geseherrvies and  raspherries, the
Lascious strawberry, the duinty necta-
i o then the magnificent prapes—
1eme of the lorticulturiat’s — art,
shown tao advantage by skilful staging.

‘The Vegetables.

To many the vegetuble section of the
show iy, perhaps, of subsidiary interest,
Lnt to the keen horticulturiat, it s a
display of codsiderable value, as it en-
ables Tiiin to see the possibilitivs of his art.
Here jn this seclion the amateur learms
auch from  the professional gardener’s
exliliits and from the very fine displuys
made by the nurservmen. ] season for
vegetables bus lwen distinetly good, and
in the opinion of gaod judges the collee-
tion of vegetables waa the best that has
ever been exhibited at Shreasbury, the
handsome prizes uffered by the society

having  atbtracted  large  entries.  The
champion  prize of £10 for a col-

lection of vegetables {12 distinet kinds),
was won by the Hom. Vieary Gibbs of
Elstree (Hants).

The Cottagers’ Exhibit.

The eottamers’ scetion was a compiete
little show in it<elf, and proved very in-

The saciety through this sce-
done much to promote cottage
e for the ambition to win at
Shrewsbury s ceented a bealthy rivalry
that stunulates the coltager to abtain
the Lest it bis weans will afford, anl
the result is that many of the exhibits
woukl not be far behind in point of merit
Trom those shiown in the other sections
of the show.

Mo W.OW. Naunton aml H. W,
Addnitt have tilled the oflices of bon, seere-
taries for many years, with nurked sue-
cess, - (“Shrewshury News,”)

S —

HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITIONS
AND THE PUBLIC,

Thuse wha bave seen hevticultural is-

¥= in the (Nd Land must have heen
strnek - with  the  enthurinsm of the
o (b pullic for sueh, sad when we

Lo compare the very misgre attend-
anee at our shows in the Dowminion we
are pompelied to the comclusion there is
something lncking cither in our wethols
ar in aur puteons, or both, We may be

told at the antset that it naeless con-
paring atiemlanees  at English  oxhil
tions, where they Tuve the popalation,

withh onur Duminton, where sueh s lack-
ing,  OQuite tene, and ye! ww comes it
thut in the tominion ihe apricultueal
shows draw enormows erowds?  Now, it
wst e wilmitted at once, that the at-
tewlnnee of the general public at the
Aucklind shows is very swnll, apd as
el exhibitions depend lnrgely on pulilie
ptronage, ua lesudwaey e be nade un-
w be attracted in ever
i, The Auwekland Flar-
hax  cary on itw
years umder  many
lirconrugements
woulil have deterred many from
paing forward,  Chie ditlieulty Tas heen.
il il eontinnes to he, A puocity of
shorr, aml consequent lack of aeedfal
funde: but the greatest difliculty has
heen in securing A pruper hull in which
a gond exhibition conlil e successfully
carried through, There are smne who are
looking forward to the completion of

Saociety
1 mbows  For
dithienltiss apld  nmny

Nural

the new Town Mall to provide a fitting
Mace, while others think the proposcl
building to be erected by the Agricultural
Association for their winter show may
be the very thing so long wanted; but,
granted that either of these may be suit-
able, there reming the question of how
to attruct the pullic.  We have said
before mow. and aguin repeat it, our
horticulturista uare far too modent re-
garding their exhibitions. There i,
for instance, nothing done to attract
country people; no arrangement what-
ever for reduced fares—and while it
muat be admitted an-h exhibitions de-
pead in the main on the support of
townspeeple, yet, by attracting the coun-
try folks to town, they interest tle
townsfolk in the subject, and so by this
co-operation of town and country a much
larger  attendunce could he secured.
_\[any of vur country pﬁ!ﬂllle neyer s¢e u

HELIOTROI'E

real horticnltueal  display, aml we are
sure many  woukd  avail  themaelves if
opporiunbitics were offered thom,  Again,
there is always the desive for noveliy to
b tuken into pomsidleration. and an ex-
Wibition Il within a lalb year after
yeur gets ruther  monotonous  te the
prople whaose altendanee ix edesived; and,
=0 fur as we kuow, there is noething hetter
thun to holl an exhibition within o Iavge
park. honsing the cexhibits in tents of
ditferent sizes to actommodieie the var-
ivus  ¢lasses of oxh s, At such
exhibition demansteafions could be
by experts on budiding roses, pru
it trees, fert ingr flowers and veget-
ubles, et nl in arder in
crowds a ericket mmtel or polo, or baoth,
and,  possibly,  Borsecjunping  competi-
tions, with the sttendanee of a firat-class
. would be o peves,
Anuclh s cwe have
not he possible or desitable every
Tt it might be o weleowe change every
thicd or fifth. yenr, nnd the subjoct is
worthy of the earnest consideration of
our Hortiealtuen] Society, T anolher
eolwmn we. publinh a report of the great
show held ut Shrewsbury, from which it

HEY

weeure Lhe -

will be seen that mo less than 80,000
persons attended the great fete in one
day held last August,

VERONICA.

Heliotrope.

The old-fashioned Heliotrope or “Cherry
Pie,” as it is commonly koown, ia one
of the most deliviously fragrant flowers
in cultivation. The Howers are produced
with the utmosi prolusion. It is & suit-
alle it for growing in pots or in a
greenhouse, and i harldy in the North
Islaml ont of doors. It can be grown
from  aeed quite easily if sown onder
glass, bt is generally propagated from
cutlings at almost any season if goed
growing shoots can be oblained. They
will start readily in sand or in & mixture

“LOKRD  RORERTS.

af sand and soil, plaving them under a
frame. Fhey may be treateld as small
shrubs or planted against a wall. The pre-
vailing colour i3 wanve, and there is also
a white variety. Al of them are well
worth growing.

lceland Poppies.

Very eonsisdlerable improvements have
teen sevured by careful and  ju:licious
selection in thiz very dainty class of pop-
Ieeland poppies should not he con-
The class

pies.
foundell with annual varieiies.
nader notice are perennials, and if sown
early in spring they will flower the same
weason,  They ave quite hardy and most
fnl for talle and other deeorations.
The new “KExeeldior” strain contains a
fine Dlending of all the new colours and
shales now available  through eareful
welngtion,  The flowera of the leelnnd
poppy ure exceedingly graceful, and the
del e comnthinutions of colours should
aceure for them a place in the garden.
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Sweet Pea Chat.

THE EXGLISH “NATIONALY SHOW.

It is not for me to give a report of
the splendid display which was ULrought
together by the Naiional Sweet IPea
Society at the Royal Horticultural Hall,
thisz is a duty which falls to other pens
than mine; but I must make some al-
lusion to it in a general way. As & whole
the exhibition waa decidedly smmaller than
tiiat of lest seaswnn, for many growers
were forced to cancel their entries, or a
portion of them, at the last moment ow-
imgy to the weather. It is a matter of
opinion  whether the promoters should
deplore the smallness or the reverse.
Naturally emough, all desire to see the
greatest possiule number of enthusigsta
represented, but there is no guinsaying
the fact that the addilional space ren-
dered available for the Howers shown
enabled them Lo be far better scen, eriti-
cised and admired. Last year it was
almost. impossible to say decidedly what
was the real guality of three-parts of the
bunches staged, whereas this year uvne
was able clearly to see the entire sets.

As u rule, then, it is safe to say that
ihe quality, as well in regard to sub-
stance as to colour, was excellent; but
to me it i3 egnally imlispntable that
there was more than a suspicion of
coarseness in some of the prize-winning
stands. This is a5 matler for regret.
One can forgive the man who does not
make pretenve that he is an expert in
Sweet Peas giving the Hoppy Howers
premier awards; but st the “Naticnal”
none ‘but an expert would be thought of
as an adjudicator, and it is iherefore
most regrettable 1o see the prizes given
io bunches that were on the coarse side.
The exhibitora who staged them wilt
not, maturally, admit anything of the
sort, but will claim thal all their blooms
were the meme of refinement: but they
will not convince me that they are in
the right any maore than they will many
other peeple who ¢loscly examined and
appraised the quulity of the blosaoms
shown. ’

We do not by any manner of means
want to make the Bweet Pra an ugly
flower; but to feed the plants to such
n degree that the flowers lose their
correct form amd flop about in a most
ungainly way iz going directly on the
wrong road, and will ot do the flower
the smallest amount of good either for
home use or for exhibition.

Now a few words in respect of the
novelties, to all of which atiealion will
irom iime to time be drawn as space
and opportunity oifer. Tt cin scarcely
be said that ilere was anything of con-
spicious merit which had not previously
Dren seen. The silver medal for the
finest novelty of the year went, as waas
fairly generally throught would be the
case, to Stirling Stent. Although this
has not the perfect Spencer form, # is
wiloubtedly a splemlid flower, for it has
aize, substance and good shape to com-
meml it, while the richness of the orange
sentlet will make it a great favourite,
The trouble with all varvieties of this
shade up to the present is that they hurn
badly, and clean, unblemished MHeoms can
anly be ensured by careful shading; bot
it is said that Stirling Stent has a rooteil
objection to burnmg, and that it will
only do 40 under the utmoal provocation,
Let ns hope that such will prove to he
the fact uader general cultivation. We
owe ithis variety to Mr Agaie.

When Mr R, Bolton first staged Charles
Foster, no one was to he found who
conld at once accurately sdescribe the
colour, bt the usual term is pastel pink,
and the best advice 1 can pgive anyone
who oes not know what particular shade
that may be is to grow the variety and
see for themselves, 1t iz magnificent,
and pone will reg miving it a trial
It is a Woom of strikingly atiractive as-
prct, nod i3 quite distinet from any other
on the market.

Mr W. L. Unwin’s Eric Harvey should
liave a fine future before it, for ithe
flowera gre of splendid aize, shape anl
wmitbstance, and the deep rose and while
colour will, in my opinion, easure it a
prompt weleome.  Mrs W, J, Unwin was
one of the elect last season, and it iz
widely acknowledged to he the myoat
charming of nll the flakes; it i3 exqui-
sitely refined, and had even more ad-
niirera this year than it did last, and it
will have still others—Spencer, in “The
tanien™




