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News of the Dominion.

OUR WELLINGTON
LETTER.

A ELLINGTON, October 22,

That Coronation Trip.

P's and M.L.C."s and the publie
generally are wondering who
the lucky Secen will be who
will sccompany Rir Jozeph

Waril to the Coronation nexé year. Al
hough na precise invitation haa yet
been received by the Government, it ia
understogd that the inquiry made by the
Imperial authurities amounts {o the
same thing, The British Government, it
is stated, does mot iszue ipvitations on
ihess oveasions umless sceeptance is as-
sured. The prelimnary sorm of the in-
vitation s something to this effect: “Uf
your country {s asked to send a cerfain
nunber of representatives, will that aum-
ber gut' Eight has been mentioned as
thg number of New Zealand's representa-
tives, and it in regarded as extremely
probable that that number will go. The
question now is as to the personnel of
New Zealand’s defegation to the big
Inuperial gatbering.  As there is to be
&n Agricultural Conference im Eagland,
to which gll Mimisters of Agriculture
in the FEmpire have been invited, it ia
expected that the Hon. Thonias Macken-
zie will accompany the Premier. The
on, Dr. Fiodlay is also menticned as
ore likely to go. Then as to pon-minis-
ters. It geems to be a pretly generul
opinien that the Leader of the Opposl-
tion will be invited by the Premier to
forin one of the party., This will be
establishing a new precedent for New
Zealand—but no matter; we are used
to making our own precedents by this
time. That makes four, The rest of the
delegation, it is rumoured, will probably
consist of three Government members
and one Opposition, Some of the papers
ara making a to-deo about the dizloea-
tion of business that will happen if so
many leading members go to the Corona-
tlon. Buti a lot of people, including somae
members themselves, are inclined to
think tbat it would be the best thing
out for the country if mext year’s ses-
elon wera very considerably shortened.
And if Bir Joseph tnduces both Me. Maa-
sey amd Mr. Fames Allen to accompany
him to England—and the clhances are
that they won't need much coaxing—
Parliament’s work will go on much more
smoothly, and the country will be the
galoer, .

Those Trivial Returns.

One eource of the continual waste of
Yime In Parliament Is the habit members
have of asking for returas on all sorts
of trifling matters. ‘The quesiion paper
Is full of extraordisarily trumpery ques-
tians; many members apparently simply
mek them for the purpose of advertising
themselves. Yet it ls hard to say what
credit or fame Mr. R. A, Wright, M.P,,
iy likely to get for the latest question,

o moved in the Flouse yesterday for a
Teturn “showing the prices paid for ani-
forme Gup;;liﬂl to the orderties and mes-
sengers of the House™ Yhy on earth

Mr. Wright wanta to know is a mys-

tery; unless he is a tailor—and I under-
wtand he is not, but i & printer or seme-
thing of that sort. But members never
eteem to sea the absurdity of wasting
the Touse's time on such trivialities.
Next eitting Jay we'll have some other
Wetlington member acking for, sav, a
yeturn showing (a) the exact wsig];t of
the Queen’s Statue in Post Office-square;
and (b} the exact circumference of the
waist of her late Majesty, as per statue.

Shifting the Queen's Statue.
Touching that statue of Queen Vie-
toria, it is to full from its high estaie.
The City Counvil has gone down and in-
spected it where it stands In Post Offica
Hguare, and has inspected alse the un-
clenn “deadbeats™” who roost on the steps
of its pedestal.  And the Council has de-
cided that the statue must move on. Ex.
actly why wasn't explained at the Coun-
eil meeting this week, but it I under-
stond that the Lig bronza eflligy ia re-
garded as an obstruction to tradic in Ite
resent posltion, and that it 1a undign[-
ed to sce lfer Dritannie Maizsty'n eet
mada the gathering-ground for loafers
end stump-oratorn.  There {sa another
asan, too, which In net publicty volced,
t which exists all the same, and that

is that the staine as & work of art is not
» beautiful one; that, in faet, it bur-
lesques Queen Victoria, or, at any rate,
does not flatter her; that thers is no-
thing idealistie about it, and that, in
nhort, it isn’t the sort of effigy to keep
in such a promivent position, at the
city's front gate, as it were. The City
Fathers have heard visitors poke fun at
th® ungraceful, Sairey Gamp-like figure,
and ask whether it wasn't turned out
by some ozl monuiental mason, And
they're very senaitive fellows, our City
Fathers; eritivism, especially in the sar-
castie vein, makes them very mad indeed.
%o the end of it all ia that Her late
Majesty must move on.

Where i she to got That is what
puzzled the Couucil. Some suggested
that she should be dumped down opposite
the Town Hail, but Councillor Fletcher
objected, because ske would be in the way
of the Fire Brigade station. Others
thought so, too, so Her Majesty must go
further afield. And then Kent TFerrace
was suggested, Happy thought! The
Councillors agreed that Kent Terrace
would be an excellent place, It is abont
a mile away from the Post Office—weil
ont of the way, in fact. It would do
splendidly. Very few tourists would be
likely to see the statue there, and if they
did they would mosk likely take it for
some suburbun memorial, and wouldn’t
be harsh upon it. 5o to Kent Terrace
Her Majesty poes. She is to tind a rest-
ing-place at the morih end of the Ter-
race, close to the Courtenay Place tram-
car junetion, where the Oriental Bay and
Newtown vclecirie lines diverge, Let's
hope she will rest in peace there, and be
chevvied on ne more.

Trafalgar Day.
Flags éverywhere, on public buildings
and shipping and private flagsiaffs, re-
winded everyone that yesterday wan

Trafalgar Day. The steamers in pori

wade x fine display, with all the flags of
the Infernational signal coda #ying in
rainbow coloured atrings from their
nasts. The big liner Ruahine was par-
ticularly well “dressed.™

Wa have an interesting loeal link with
Nelson’s grand old flagship, the Victory.
Mr R, Lee, chairman of the Wellington
Board of Education, who addressed a
number of scholars at the Hutt Scheol
yesterday on the subject of the Batile of
I'rafalgar, served in his youth on the Vie-
tory, and about Bfty years agyn mailed
across Trafalgar Bay in her.

Swimmers and Thelr Gostumes.

The recent decision by the Wellington
City Council to enforce the wearing of
the “Cansdian® costume by bathers at
Lyall Bay and other eesside resorts, is
arousing & good deal of opposition
amongst swimmers sand suri-bathers,

- Local swimmers ¢laim that the City

Council’a view of “proper” costume may
be all right for promenading the beaches,
but that it is entirely unsuitable forx
swimming in the breakers, and may even
be dangerous. Tt has been ascertained
that the regulations for surf-bathing at
Manly, Sydney’s great seaside resort,
provide for a neck-to-knee costume, with-
out any restriction as to make or shape.
The principal objection to the Canadian
costume at Manly is ita weight when wet.

The Wellington Swimming Club has
decided to send a Jeputation to the City
Council at its next meeting, and to en-
deavour to get that body to change its
mind. The swimming men propose dress-
ing a couple of their members in the
rival swimming rigs, to demonstrate the
superiority of the close-fitting meck-to-
kunec costume for bathing purposes.

The Elusive Huia.

Onr enthusiastic naturalisia have by
no means given up hope of catching that
rure bird, the huia. Another Goveran-
ment expedition in zenrch of the shy
farest ereature is to he organised for the
coming sminner. Mr. Juhn Stevens, ex-
M, of Manawatu, came fo town this
week to tnterview the Hon. D. Buddoe
{ Minister for Internal Affairs) and Mr.
A. Hamilton (Director of tha Dominion
Museum) on the question of forming a
Maorl expedition to hunt huias on the
western alopes of the Ruahine renges,
Mr. Stevens believes that the huia is stil]
lkely to be found In the thiek bush about
tha head watera of the Kawhatau {(a
tributary of the Rangitikei) and the Ma.
nagwharariki and Pohangina rivera; the
Iatter runs into the anawatu, near
Ashhuret, Hg suggests that a party of
two or threa Maorls, accompanied by &

European appointed by the Government,
shouid search around the head waters of
thesa rivers and them wlong the foothills
of the Buahine amd Twrarua range. It
would mot ke any uee capturing s single
binl; = pair, or paire, are meeded, to be
placed ou the Govermment native hird
sanctuary—the Little Barrier Island.

On top of this suggestiom by Mr. Ete-
vens an to the besi locality in which to
o huia-hunting, comen the news from
Pipiriki, on tha Wangamui river, that
thres huias were seen & few days agh om
the couch road through the bush between
Pipirixi and Raetibi, at & spot known an
“The Dress Uircle™ Thin, if true, ia
very interesting news te natoralists, for
the huia was believed to have totally dis-
appeared from this distriet. But there ia
always the chanre that = miixtake was
made in the identity of Lhe bird, especi-
ally if the diseovery was only made from
the box-seat of the coach.

Wi Pere'ns Tarpaulia.

The Honorabla Wi FPere, M.L.(, has
been livening up the Lords apain. His
latest bon mot takes the form of & sug-
gestion for the improvement of Parlia-
ntent House, Wi =ays the dranghts in
the House give him fits, or words to that
effect; the cold worries him senre. Where.
fore ke thinks the outside walla of the
building should be rovered with what be
ealls “tarporema,” i.e., tarpaulins, am in
the case of a Maori whare he lately maw
up-country, which was covered with ean-
vas tarpaulins to keep oul the dranghta!
Just stick a tarpaulin on, and it would
do the trick. It rertainly would be eco-
nomical And i that.“taporena” wers
decorated by & good theatrieal scene-
painter it would add enormwously to the
attraction of Parliament House. Excur-
siona could then be orgunised by the
Government o see the mont wonderfully-
adorued Parliament House in the world.
There are a lot of possibilities in the
Honorable Wi's suggestion.

‘The Defonce Department Criticised

There was @ very sharp diScussion on
the Defence Depariment Estimates in the
House yesterday. The debate on the
Defence Depariment, in fact, continned
4ill one o’cloek this morning, snd some
of the officers and their deoings and their
salaries were keenly eriticiced. Two of-
¢ern in partieular—the stafl officer to the
Chief of the General Siaff, and the Adju-
tant of the Nelson district (Major J.
3. Hughes) had some preity severs
thizgs said abowt them The Government
got an nnaxpeeted set-back, for a motion
io reduce the fermers officer’s salary
¢£326) hy £23 was carried by & majority
of ape, on the motion of Mr T. B Taylor.
The general point of romplaint M.
Taylor and Mr. Allen and Mr, Herdman
a other Opposiiiun members em-
phasised was that seme of the Pefence
Department officeTs Wers more orni-
mental than nseful, and some wera TO-
eeiving promotion and Increases of pay
without passing their examinations. Mr.
Yogg bad & Fibe at fmported military

ornaments, ittle Major Hughes had
some particalarly caustic th_lnis said
about him. Some timé back ks was

appointed Adjutant of the Nelson de-
fence district, but M hasw’i got there
yei. He has beenm away for two years,
In fact; he s etif

on leave of absence, drawing full pay.
3fr. Allen moved that the Major's galary
{£300} be reduced by £10, as an indica-
tion that the officer wasn't doing the
right thing by the eountry. The Gow
ernment Whips, however, ronnded wp
all their flock, and the redaction pro-
posal was defeafed by 39 to 22,

An incident which ocrurred during the
debate showed that Mr. Tommy Taylor
Jido’t quite approve of the behaviour of
soma of the Defence Department officiala
who wers in the House, seated behind
the Bpeaker’s chair. He said ihey were
“grinning like Cheshire ecats,” and mis-
Tehaving  themaelves lika schoolboys
They should ehow more respect to the
House. Mr, Colvia (Chairman of Com-
mittees) ruled that Mr. Taylor must nob
refer to the officiala. Mr. Taylor said
e hoped hia protest would make ihe
Defence officers rememher their positions,
and “behave as such.™ And it did, for
they grinned Be more, and bhad #the
doubtful pieasure of hearing more un-
complimeutary thinge sald about their
Department by various othey Opposl-
fionists.

“Too Awful for Words"”

Speaking on behall of the Home Mla-
slon lsst week, at the meeting held nadex
the auspices of the Anglean Byned in
tha Chorsl Fall, the Rev. G. ©. Cruioke
shank gave u lurld description of His In

constroction works, Fls said he
worked in slums im Engiand, some
which wers what wea termed “pretty
hefty,” dut alihcugh = tha railmy
camps here he #ad met some of the finest
ef men, still, generally speaking, he had
never seen lives so degraded in the
alumg of England as be bad im thest
back block ¢o-eperative railway esmvpm,
Really, tha condition of these railway,
camps was too awful for words, Bome-
times he felt that the poor beggars had
& good deal of excuse. They lived In
anall tents, and had pothing to do fr

4 p.m. io 6 o'clock the pext worning I:z
twiddle their thumbs, a5 14 seemed to raim
in Taranaki about 364} days in the yesr,
(Laughter.) Men had told him they
read the adveriisements oa the _pg
tins backwards in order to pass the time.
He asked would not balf of those pre-
aent want to get dronk i compelled to
live under such cirvumstances? Ho eone
sidered 4t scandalous these men should
have io live auch lives without some pro-
vision for their recreation. (_-\pp}nnse.‘)i
One of the biggest curses a man coul
have wea & Temittamee. He saw thali
plainly in ihe life of 1he eo-cperativa
camps. Referring to & home missicnary’s
life, tiw apeaker said ke went ahout his
work in a costome that was & cross hes
iween a third-rate groom and ao under-
taker—(langhter)—and every day was
either & feast ox & famine. He had 1210
squara miles of country to look after,
which gare an jdes of what a home mis
sioner’a lifs was. In conclusion, the
speaker eaTnestly appealed for mora merg
&nd meney for the Home Mission work I
the back Hocks.

the cn-operiuve camps an the nnq

Newmarket Workshops.

In the House of Representatives las#
week, Mr. (. H. Poole again nrgﬁﬁ
on the Minister for Railways the- nee
for & searching inquiry into the condls
tiona obtaining at the Newmarket worges
shops. There wao, he said, grave dise
satrsfaction in comnection with the adw
winistralion. There must be some rens‘:?
for the slate of unrest which prevailed,
The men asked that their identity
should not be revealed, because it woul
mean troublé to thems, but he receive
numercus letters ihat the greatest dis«
patinfaction exiated.

The Hon. Mr. Millar replied that he
did not know what reason there was for
discontent at the Newmarkel workshops,
Thera had been complaint some tim§
Ago that the mem were being driven tod
hard, but ilere was nothing im that aff
nll. BMr. Poole’s stutement was news
him, but be wosld Instruct the Engineer«
inChiet to have inquiry made on hl
firat visit te Auckland. 'The manager {
charge of the workshops was one of the
best officers in the service, apnd was
man who got the full measure of wor
out of his staff, That had been characx
teristic of him In other places where he
bad had c¢harge before golng tc News
market. Perhaps he had suceeeded o
getting a Jiltle more out of the mew
than they had previously givem

Mr. Poole: The men do not protesi
againat work, .

Hon, Mr Millar; We will have inquiry,

" made into the complainia and asrertain

if anything is wrong.
The Funhanga Canal.

A commencement har heen made on 1hg§
work of cutting the big Pubanga eanal,
opposite Kerepehi (or Hauruki Plaina),
The canal wifl be 40ft wide, and, whed
complefed, will bring the iwo pointd
within a mile and a-half of each othery
inatead of as at present five and Ax
quarter miles.

Two Thames contractors, Walier Oms
jon and Yilliam Dufty, secured the wor
the price being £2900, Ii is antielpal
that this large eut will prove an impors
tant fuctor in preventing the Tiver backe
ing up in the rainy season aund fcoding
the land.

Splendid progress Is being made witly
the drainage works, under the supervis
slon of Mr, J. B, Thompson, engineer-fné
charge, LT

Graduated Incoms Tax.

The wmeasurs providing for ibe ]eftg
Ing of the graduafted Income Tax,

troduced In the House of Represenbas
tives lask week, makes Jarge anpely
in existing taxation. Tha Ack pasned
last year (the usual smmual messure}
simply provided for twp grades o
Incoma ‘Tsx, exeluaive of companley
tazation “On ev pound stetling der

vad or reealved

om baalness,
usiness lmploymen:.ﬂ-:momm




