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Wanderfnl Scenes, K

We see {writes & critic of the produc-
tion) the Council (‘hamber, with Wolsey
.dominating the King, and Queen Katha-
rine already the Cardinal’s enemy. We
r to Wulsey's patuce, where the heedless
revels and the morcis.danees are horelded
by the groce sung by the choir in the gal-
fery (for Wolsey. wap alwaya funda-

mentatly  the Churchmany, aod where
Henry meets Anne Rullen,

We pass Lo the soutbre River Cate {a

rcene this of particular beauty), whence
Fackingham, with splendid dignity, goes
v his death, rnd to the terrace at-\\ ind-
sor, wlere above the meadnwa of tlhe
Thames Anne first dreams of sovereignty
and Katbarine learns that her dishonour
is assured.
. The abortive divorce trial is leard in a
magnificent representution of the Hall at
Blacklciars, the red-coated Cardinal sit-
ting an judge on the right, the King, the
Eai;lliﬁ, on his throne opposite, snd
Katharine fighting with peerless courage,
fucked by the crawd of cleries and the
LONIMOon 'pmplb, every e and womaun
keenly sympathising.

Then to the ante-chamber. where, with
“the ginging of {he monks in his ears, Wol-
sey faces his enemics, and jg defeated
mith all the diguity of the greater, who,
w0 often in this queer world, is the viekim
of the less, and finully 1o Westminster
'Abbey, where Aune is crowned, a tiaidd,
yhrmkmg figure, with her husband, luge,
feariul, menacing—against his own will—
\mlc!ung ihe ceremony from lehind the
curlains of a box.

The splendour and completeness of this
Jast scene was beyond all praise. 1t was
fmmediately preceded hy Katharine's
kombre and much too lergthy death scene
‘gt Kimbolion Abbey, The death of tha
Queen coming almost simultancously with
&he elevation of the other had a genuine
dramatic appeal, =nd conveyed, inevi-
Aably, the fecling that amid ail the pomp
'and glory of her coronaticn, the axe was
hovering over the preity, thoughtless
Lerd of Anne Bullen.

‘A Blice of Important History.

There are two kinds of history, Balzae
#ells us, writes W, L. Courtney in the
fLondon “Telegraph”—the official, lving

cind that is wsually taught, and tha
meeret kind, "wherein we must took for
ghe true causes of events—the’ h::.tory ot
shameful things.” The drawatist whose
luty it was to furnish in “Ring Henry
WIL” gome kind of courtly entertain-
hent, early in the seventeently century,
Hor the marriage of the Princess Eliza-
teth, mnst have found.it a hard task
wa steer his way between these two kinds
of history. Oun the one hand there was
ithe duty iowpesed wpon him of glorifying
ghe Tudor dynasty, together with the
still move concrete mul tangible fact
that he wna bound to write up the fame
snd splendour of the Virgin (yueen, who
awvas the daughter of Anpe Bullen. And
fvhat was there on the other side? A
suredly there were some *“shameful
hings,” to which he could not shut his
yes. Henry V1L, te Dlegin  with—a
flgure who lnoms large in history—ap-
Peari in his domeatic circle a tyranmical,
envious, ralher comman, and decidediy
pmorous man. The otlicial. kind of his-
#ory makes much of Lhis monarch as the
founder of the English Clurck, the chanr-
pion of Anglicaniam agains Papistical
slesigns. And here is Nhakespeare to!lmg
413, that the main malive for his action in
gottlug 7id of Kathurine of Aragon and
defying the Pope was a audden base da-
wire to posapss himself of Anue Ruollen.
& pd, becarse Wolsey could not or would
ot mamage Lo get ecclesinationd aanetivn
tor 1he anulment of his early marriage,
e turns to Cranmer and the Protestants,
and shakes off allegiance to Rome. Wa
pan over poor little Anne Bullen lersell
~“fresh fiah,” ma  the sympathetic . ofd
Jady cals ber, & slight, inoocent figure,
apparently, but alsg not a lille vain, and,
whea ahe had the chance, excecdingly
Juxurioys in her hahits. Hut zhe was the
mother of Queen Flizaheth, and therefora
the Hoyal historian has io be careful in
diia portraiture. “Lhen there is the great
figure of Cardinal Wolsey, a statesnan,
a diplomatist, 2 man .arho made the
name of England reapreted on the Conti-
mnent aa it had not been hefare, a greak
educational reformer, a 4uan, alio, of
consummate artistic taste. This ja how
duie official histery deswribea him; and,
it must be mdded, with no tiltle truch.
Fut in the play he acts no very dis-
ginguished part. He in & sort of Machia-
elli, making use of the wesknésses of
hose wround him in order to secura his
pwn ends; a friend to Henry VILIL, be-
caise it was o hia immediate advantage
to keep in with the ruling monarch, but
also » mAn whose policy on every ecca-
sion was determined by hig own interoats

~had feund bimsebf.

" Kipg Henry, thought °

‘sion which remains strong upon us,
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—a - politiciam, “x3 he Mimaelf lachrow-~
ledges at the time of hia fall, too much
engrossed by ambilion. Nothing became
Wim better than.the way .in which. he
laid down his dignities. Beiore he was
purse-proud, keen to amass weslth, a
sublle tchemer,. a dangerous ecclesizatic,
a wily diplomatist. When ruin overtakes
him he fulls back or m certain simplicity
amnl contentment, as though at last he
Aml what, Bually,
are ihe ‘two rympathetic figurea in which
ihe dramatist makes us really interested?
They are both victims of King and Car-
dinal. One is the Duke of Buckingham,

- in whose mouth he places the most pathe-

tic of farewsll speeches; and the other
is the saiuted figure of {Yueen Kautharine,
whko ia  displaced by her  rival,
Anne Rullen—a figure, full of
nobility, of tenderness,  of atrength,
& constant and affectionate  wile,

Mugnificence of the Court.

Many impressions remain on the mind
after secing the grandiose production at
1His l\la]a,t)s Theatre, There iz the
magnificence of the tine, the riclhness
of the pageants, the splendour of the
dresses, the elaborate adornments of a
cultivated and extruvagant nge. That
is gne impression which runs throughout
the drama, and is seem, ‘perhaps, at ita
Test in the very remarkable picturz of
the banqueting ball in Wolsey's Palace.
Here Mr. Perey Macquoid, who has baen
responsible for the scene, has worked
with a loving "hand. The hall in the
late Tudor Gothic style, with its fan-
roofed ceiling; the stone walls, of which
the lower portions are hung with woven
fabrica of velvet and gold; the black vel-
vet ehairs trinmmed with green fringe
and embroidered with the Cardina¥s hat
—all these set off by the flashing radi-
ance Of colour imtroduced Ly the revel-
lers, who come in to grace the banquet,
fﬂl‘m a colour-scheme of rose, red, and
green, with thé Cardinal }umsell' Tepre-
senting the apex; aa it were, or centre,
a8 8 point of vivid scarlet. "This is as.
suredly one of the most. brilliant ptage
pictures ever presented to a ruodern
audience. Next come the Holbein pie-
tures. Thanks %o Holbein, wé have a
very close arquaintanee with the person-
al appearance of Bluff- Kigg Hal and
those membgrs__oi his - courl’. -who _in-
* Holbein, too, dnes

not seem
official aspects of histo
in his portrait of the
flatterer. Aeculatel\ 2
sent. Henry VIITL, depicted ~ by “the
painter Dr. Arthlu ourchier atands be-
fore u3, with fair skin, and golden -hair,
and stubby beard, with a broad, good-
natured face, devoid of refinement, &
cruel, straight mouth, and smail.eyes,
with most cbaracteristic and animallike
eyebrows. 1t is a veritable trinmph ol
stage portraiture, but perhaps it gives
away too decizsively the real character
of the man whom Froude described as
a bero. There 1s mothing regally im-
pressive aboul this Tudor Sovereign.
There w much thai is coarse and clumsy,
with & sort of external bonhomie, dis-
guising a small and mean nafure, TE
this Le the riew, we are to take of
Henry VIIL, it is wndoubtedly the fanlt

of Holbein and Shakespeare -between
them. Flolbein gave ws his extermal
Vineaments; Shakespeare has let down

the window in -fromt of his shrinken
fittle goul. And we twonder sometimes
whalt the courtiers of the day, a quar-
ter of n cemtury after the deaih of
of the Noyal
father of the. '\'u'gm Queen. -

A Pageant, Not n Play.
Meanwhile there is another impres-
Bir
Iferbert Tree, with his usual acute per-
ception, has meized the right point . of
view from which to regard the play.
Play it- can Bcarcely be called, because
ihe econstruction is se loose, and theé
linke of cennectign between the various
ecenes are so deficient. But there have
been past periods in  which “Heary
VIUIY hae proved a popular piece of
stage work, because it ‘represents on the
boards the main features of the wmix-
tecoth century, and its love of magni-
ficent dlsplay Thus
VI is & pageant, ar, rAthﬂ- & SeTies
of pageants; and it is in this fashion
that it is shown before our eves af His
Bfajesty’s Theatre,  Pieture after pie-
ture is_unvolled. In ihe flrat act, 'the
Yert of the three’in’ which Rir Hérbert
Treo hag arsanged the diama, we’ have
that magmﬂrent acene in “o!s?vc Pal-
ace, to which réferencé has already been
made, Then in the wecond act there

“King Henry -

are ‘ab least three ‘memorabld “sceflic efi '

fecta—the River Cate, in which Buck-
ingham goes forth from the Tower to
meet his fate, gioomy and solemn as
the occasion demande; the pretty Plea-

- sapnve at - Windsor Castle, .wherg . we

see Anne Bullen frst becoming aware
of the great destiny nwait,ing her; and

the Hall in Blacklriare, in which Queen - -

Katharine, _pleading for her Royal dig-
nity, determines to -make her appeal
to Rome. And to these succeed other
pictures in the third act, no Jess splen-
did and elaborate in detail. The Ante-
Chamber, with the adjoining chapel,
where Cardinal Wolsey bids farewell to
all his greatness; Kimbolton, where
Queen Katharvine, in the most pathetic
scene of the plar, fade; siowly out of
life; and the final display in  West-
minster Abbey, where Anne attiins the
summit of her ambition—these are the
things on which the eye loves to rest,
Lecause they yield a rare pleasure of
ihieir own, and form beautiful and state-
1y wemories, ou which the mind iz plad
to dwell.

_Tho. Eternal Question—Hall Caine

and the Ceasor.

1all Caine's latest play “The Eternal
Quertion,” i8 an ai\tmu-lhmgly frank dis-
cussion of matters that have been so long
taboo on the British stage. The play
was fully reviewed in laat week's i-sue,
and, it wili be recalled, turos on, as the
London © Daily Tetegraph™ puts it, “the
relative sin of the man and of the wowan
in the offence which entitles the injured
party ito separation or diveree” The
astonishipg thing is that when dramatists
of much more conspicuous ability and ap-
parently more tofty intention, take socvial
questions of this sort for a theme in-a
powerful play designed directly to point
a moral, the Censor has fallen on ther
work with sixteen stone of srlf-righle-
.ousness and contumacious humbug. Ber-
nard Shaw, Granyille Barker and Arnold
Yennett are all leading dramatists who
have had to suffer in this direction. Un
the other hand, when: Mr. ilall Caine
comes along with a drapa charged up to
the hilt with so-called aalacious mailerial
‘a good deal of which might be censored
with advantage he is received with open
.arms. The ecritics of the dailies who
mamlfnchlre ; sanetimonious  objections
.agaifst dramatie swriters of the modern
school gne tlwmaphg-s up to eolumns of
.eerious diseussion. on. tl mruh of the

= play,. and otrhrnuae gne it the mest
_-astonishing public

v. I geems that Mr.
Hall -Caine has succeeded wherc others
~have failed, because what he lacks in cold
reason lis hns made up ia mawkish senti-
ment_deeply tinged willi sexual eolewring.
You can always play upon peopl='s emo-
tions, ph\slcal or spiritunl, and exeite
thom to such a stage that many people
mistake them for mtdloutun] éonvictions
when an appeal to reasen will fail. This
every far-seeing. politician, priest “and
playwright well knows. - Mr, Hall" Cuine
does it [oy all he_ is worth, which ought
to be a tidy aum newadays. - Sentimenlal
treatment of sex gueations always pay
‘hapdsomely where the applicatlion of
renson in any discussion or wriling fails
disastrour. The author of ** The Kteroal
Question” gets to grips every time with
the maudlin side of human nature, amd
since the majority of Knglishmen eannot
help feeling tbat way, his. triumph is
assured. 1t ia only in ]‘nglaml that the
particular hypoerisy can prevail whick
shakes with blubby svbs over Hail Caine
and is grievousiy shocked by the truth
flashes of &haw's genius. WAml as lis-
tory shows, it only lasts untik the rising
tide of education and intellectual insight
comes to the food and swamps .,

A Promising Comedy for New

. Zealand.,

On the return of Mr “Gea. V\'lllonghby
and his English Farcical {‘omedy Co. to
Auckiand on DPecember. § mext, play-
goers are to be indulged in whai i3 de-
acribed as “‘an intellectual Taree”—thal
is, a farce literary emough and clevar
enough to warrant an intelligent Gear-
ing. The piece referred to s “Mr.
Preedy and the Couniess,” in which R,
. Carton, the author, -is -said io have
done really excellent and entertaining
work. Mr. Carten, it will be recalled,
is author of “Mr. Hopkinaon,™ which
Hugh Ward did so well in’ New Zea-
Jund last year. It ia somewhat rure for
o play like “Mr. Preedy and the Coun-
teas” to appeal both to mere amuse-
ment-neekers and to those whos demand
n little pkill and artiatry in what is of-
fered for their diversion,” But it can be
bafely vecommended to all playgoers
who want something more than froth,
The play made a good impréssion im
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Melbourre & month or two age. It is
shortly 1o be ataged by Mr. Willoughly
at the Criterion, Bydney, where he and
hia .Company - are making playgoers
laugh with *“Fhe Night of the Party.*
The forthcoming - Auckland ' season will
be for 12 nights, and “Freedy” "will be
the * principal attraction. ™ From 'ths
Noribern City the Company, after play-
ing the Waikato and Waihi districta,
goes South,

nunlnlpnl Masic in WQll.ln:tun.
The first concert of W ellington's newly-
organised Municipal Orehestra was to be
held in the Town Hall in that city this
l“ednesdny) evening, under the con-
{ductorship of Mr J. Maughan Barnett,
A highly atiractive progremme was gr-
ranged as a beginning. There were to be
selectiona from Massenet's “Le (Cid,” bal-
let rrusic, two movements of Haydn’as
Esvmphonv, tlw prelude in the third act
of Wagner's “Loliengrin,” and the Cor-
netius March which Mr Barneit has fre-
quently played at his organ recitals. Mr
Herbert Bloy, the leader of the orchestra,
was also to play a solo or two. {i will ba
a goud siart in the good cause of muni-

cipal music for the people. . -

Gisborne Shakespeare Club.

A ]miv correspondent writes as fr.-I—
]()Ws.

The CGisborne Shakespeare Club gavu
its first public reading at the Trinity
#choolroom. on Thursday last, and scored
a welb-meriled succesas. The seating capa-
eity of the ball was taxed to its 1imit be-
before the reading stated, and late-comers
lad to be conlent with “standing room
ouly.” Mr Frank Kennedy, the pupular
president, iniroduced the club to the
public in a happyr litile speech, emphn-
sising its artistic and educational vatue,
and expressed the Liope that their in-
augural! reading of *As You Like Tt”
would find the.club a place in the hearts
of the critical and cultured andicnca
assembled. ¥rom the opening lines ihe
readers seemed to grip the atlention of
ihe listeners, and although the plny had,
necessarily’ been pruned severely. ihe
scenes had been so well sorted ont and
woven ‘together that the movements of
the players gind the development of the
story were well maintdined and easily
followed ‘with the assisiance of Mr Am-
dreéw's annourcements ‘as chorns.  The
quips > of . Fouchsione,- the melancholy
musings of Juques, 'the eharming scenes
letweem Ovlando and Rosalind, and other

"HIS MAJESTY'S
THEATRE

Dlrm-t from Seneational Surreﬂui in
. Douedin apd Chrisichurch.

Lesace .. Fred. 11, Grabnm-
Manager Gitbert Fletclar
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THE BRIXTON BURGLARY
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