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The Bookshelf

By DELTA.

BOOKSHELF FEUILLETON.

Fhe Victoria League’'s Prize Essays.
NTERESTING as to subject, and
meritorious a8 {0 quality, and de-
cidedly encouraging to the promot-
ers of the scheme, are the three
essays which have gained the firat, second
i third prizes offered by the Literature
and Educational Comittee of the Vie-
toria League, and donated, reapeetively,
by the “Herald,” A. M, Myers, M.P., and
that wellknown writer, Mrs Carr-Rollett.
It ia interesting to nole that over 70
£321y3 were received in response io the
League's offer, some of which revealed a
correet and a thaughtfu! knowledge of
the subject indicated, and a facility of
composition markeld by a practical and
patriotie sentiment as creditable to the
routhinl essavista and their teachers aa
it must have been aurprising and gratify-
Ing to the judgea appointed to adjudicate
as to their merits. This section of the
Literature and Edueational Committee's
work iz, in our opinion, hy far the most
important of the many edurative schemes
ihat have been devised by thia conmmittee
for the fostering anl =proadnw of mat-
‘ters and sentiments Imperialistic. This
~48 an age in which education and matters
utilitavian take precedenve above all
things, ard this part of the League's
wan since these essays are to reappear
in ihe c¢olumns of various English and
eolonial journala of Impermh-mc views,
must lead to an interchange of Home
and intercolonial ideas, highly benefi-
cial from a sentimental and an educative
point of view. (M that section of this
committee's work which deals with eoun-
try libraries, we take occasion to refer
to the gond work that has been done in
forming the nuclet of at least six back-
bluck school librarvies. In the selection
of new books which formed the greater
part of this nuclei, immense care was
taken to indude mo baok that had not
attained the dignity of a classic, so that
the youth of those fortunate schools whe
"Ia\e availed themselves of Lthe League's
generous offer have heen given the oppor-
tunity to arquire thay Taste for good
litérature which, wlen once arquired, ia
never lost, The childl is father to the
man. and we are such a believer in the
educative and refiuing, and also the mis-
chievous influence of books, that we
uanally gange a man’s character by the
books he reads. .

A Dickens Stamp

The scheme mooteld by the proprietors
of the "Strand Magazine,” that the
Chavles Dickena centenary shall be cete-
brated by the issue of a “Dickens stamp,”
will eommend itself, not only +to all
Dickens’ lovers, but to all lovers of litera-
ture. For surely there must be thou-
#ands to-day who can remember Dickens,
as we can, and who muat retain, a9 we
dp, a warm corner in their hearts, sacred
#0 ,the memory of that magnetic person-
ality which sLill survives in the atmos-
phere of liis pages, and which is felf even
by those of his readera who constitute
themselves his critics, Those of our
readers who kerp themselves au courant
with Home news wiil remember thai
some time ago a small civil pension was
granted to Chavles Dickens' granddaugh-
ters, who had fallen upon evil times, and
mere living i a state of indigence that
ehouil not have been possihle to Charles
Dickens’ descendants had the law of
copyright Leen a3 comparatively just as
it is al the present day. Yavious schemea
have heen mnotsd as to the form the
Trivkens centenary memorial should take.
But a gremi sentptorel  memnriad, a
Divkenz mmseum in Londun, or a rich en-
dowshient for charitalile institutions in
which he took a personal interest would
be an in.ulk te his memory now that it
in known that his family by= reverted to
that vundition of sordid, genteel poverty
that made his own life the hell it is
depicted in “Thavid Copperticl 17 and other
works, and the never-to-be-effyead menia-
ry of which sombrely coloured his out-
Yk at timea to the very end of lis life.
The acheme iz an admirable one, and is
simplicivy jtaelf. Tndeed, it in so simplo,
ro inexprisive, amd so widely inclusive
In ita reach, and promises such & magnifi-
ernt return, that it is almoest sure ta be
adopted. Seventern nf Dickens® deacen-
dants are living, and we are sanguine
wnough to hope that the result will place

them for all time beyond the reach of
that poverty which embittered ahd
dwarfed the master's youthful outlovk.

Dickena is the Role of an Apostle,
The Dickems lover will appreciate &
wenderfully cheap edition of Edwin
Pugh's exposilion of the master and his
worka, * Charles Dickens: The Apostile
of the People,” is izsued by Mr. Frank
Falmer at balf-a-crown net. '

New Nelson Reprints,

That very charming book_ entitied "My
Confidences,” by the late Mr. Frederick
Locker T_'unp-yon has been issued inm
Messrs, Nelson’s shilling library. Writ-
ten  for |This desceudnnw it com-
sists of reminiscences of the literasy
giants of the mid-Vietorian peried. Anee.
dotes of Tennyson, Carlyle, George Eliot,
Dickens, Trollope, and a host of others,
with the writer's own estimate of many
of them. Mr. Locker-Lampsan’s circle of
arquaintances wag a wide and distin-
guished one. * The Tife of Kir Frank
Lockwood,” by Mr. Augustine Birrell, is
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ent schools of thought.”
deeply devout, and his effort was always
direcied to cowbining eertain new aspedta
of thought witLh orthodox belief; whereas
Nietzicha could ses no hope for mankind
save in an entire reversal of beliefs,
moral, social and religious. Iconoclaatia
and .lnarchlst by nature, the mery fact
that by the eommon consent of mankind
certain ideas had becoms accepted as
fundamental was enough to make him re-
gard them us wrong and dangerous, Sand.

wicheq between Hinton and Carpenter, -

he seema utterly out of place, as they
were men whose chief gospel was the
value of heauty, and joy and simplicity
in life, and the remedial efficacy of suffer-
ing. The beok, sayg a Writer in “The
Literary World,” is out of proportion
since if Nietziche waa to be introduced
at all, his should have been tho larger
fignre, since he is comparably the more
eriginal and powerful thinker of the
ilree, and the only one whose teaching
ja likely to oceupy a permanent place in
the history of thought! “The more so
pince, while the doctrines of Hinton and
Carpenter have, to a great extent been
accepted, Nietziche will ever be a stone of
stumb‘m«r and a rock of offence; but as
such he will continue to exercise & stimu-
lating and awakening, if not by any
means a uniformly healthy intluence™
Indeed, on this account hia influence i
areatly to be dreaded for our generation;
and no turning aside, as Mra. Havelock
Eilis does, to certain beauntitul sayings om

FINAL EXAMINATION,
The only sl'nbjec't in which he didn’t “Aunk.”

a still Jater addition to the same serien,
It has a spraking likenesa of the fam-
ot witty .U, as frontispiece, The bio-
graphy was originally issued by Messrs.
Smith, Elder abd Uo. saind this reprint is
made with their co-vperativn. Otnrr eli-
tions to the same sevies are: (olonel
Durand's ™ The Making of a Frontier”
{with maps and piclurey illusfrating work
and travel o the Mimalayvasy: “ull]"l'r »
* Life of Gosdon™ foriz

JEG amd Miazs Wyn
remanie, * For Faith and Nava

Three Modern Beers.

There j+ nn mistaking the coamopslitan
flavanr of Mra, - Havelock Fllia® taste
Fram a trenchant sntire op the strange

experiences of furnished  lodging-house
keepers, <he turns {0 a discussion of
Joamea thinton, Nietzeehe, amf Fdwarl

Carpenter.  Exactly which of there moil-
ern aeeTa Rlie Tavoura ia not elear from
1hia back ol ixanya, which hae lwen Beued
Ly Stantey Pfavl, ati three and wixpencs
net. Each of thewe seers belung to diiTer-

side ixsues ongit to de allowed to obseurs
this  faet. \1etz~,che=. doetrine,  in
short, unbalanced by a high mnmht_v is
as destructive as d._ynamit(-. Mra. Ellis*
failure to grasp the fundamental doe
trvinez, togetlier with her too easy assimi-
lation of what may be termed the orna-
mental part of their werk, makes her
Luok Lotih il-propartione and unveliable
as to the exact valne of the place each
thinker should with benefit oveupy o tha
thinking world,

The Modern FParitan.

Every aze has the Puritan it deserves,
and the seientific one of to-day is ten
derreea wor-e than the  son isagred,
Jong-hairedd Knave in the Grey Jerkin
with bis sword of the Lord,and & awing-
ing. prayer to bnek it up. with. Now-
acdnva the little finger of ihe seientist
in lhu ker than the lain of the theolo,
Al the physical science that ents ljving
animila to piecea i mateled by the
pulitical seivoed hat makea it diffienlt
for man to wlcep o' might's, for dreama

Hinton was '

“matic’ situations.

T weman  roman o,
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of the outcasts who cught to have hid
bed, and of the eider-docke who ought t=
wear his quilt,

Bome Pett Ridge Humour.

Some amusement was caused at tha
annual dinner of the Associated Book-
sellers at Birmingham by somae of Mr
Pett Ridge’s remarks in hisg humorous
speech. Mr Max Pemberton, who had
preceded Mr Pett Ridge, had referred ta
his own firat vwit to Birmingham in
terima somewhat eryptic, but intended to
imply that he was born in that towm
Ar Pett Ridge, while deeply regretting
that he eould mot claim to have been
born in Birmingham, said that he threw
no doubt on the statement of My Max
Penyerton; he ought to believe it for
he had heard him make the same sort
of statement in many provincial towns
where his books were selling well. We
have not heard that anmy writ for libel
has yet been served on Mr Pett Ridge,
and probably as a chartered humorist
he doesn’t expect ome.

Mr. A. C. Henson on Paucity of
Plot. .

Mr A. €. Benson, in the introduction
te “The Thread of Gold® (of which Me
Murray haa just issued a popular edi-
tion), tells us that “one of the difficulticn
under which literary art seems to labour
is that it feels bound to run in certain
chanuels, to adopt sterectyped and con-
ventional media of expression.” He aska
if anything morc cenventional can be
found than the average play or the aver-
age novel, and he further boldly de-
clares that “life as a rule haz no plot
and very few dramatie situations.
Whatever we may think of the average
play or novel, this view of life ia nok
our experience. May it not be that Me
PBenson, like Mr A. J. Balfour, bas no
leisttre to read daily papers—eapecially
the half-penny ones! To us, wha have
to read them, medern lifc presents a
pleihora of plots and numberless dra-
VWhat, for instance,
could be more sensational than the man-
the mystery of tha
double identities of . Harry: Llovd and
Marie Je Roy, of Enfield, of which the

Cediter of “Lloyd's News” has just made

a journalistic scoop?’ Here; then, iz an
uncenventional plot ready to thé hand
of the noveli-t, for we cannot Tecall any
in fiction of f.‘le-‘-‘man-
woman” romance. ' 7 - ¢ .
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and  Other Poems : By
Mary Gilmore,  (Melboutae: George
Robestson and Co, New, Zealand:
Al booksellers, Price 3/6.)

There is something curious in the fack
that while Australasia has produced so
few prose writers of great merit, sha
has been wnusually prolifie in writers of

meritorious verse. Of these, Mrs. GQil-
more, whese book of verse entitled
“Marri’d,” bas just reached w3 -from

George Robertson ard Co, is a notable
and a felicitous example. With few
etceptmns, which could be rl‘ad with
equal pleasure by both sexgs alike, Mrs,
Gilmore's verse is essentially feminine,
and shows her keenly abservailt, sywmpa-
thetically tender, and strongly maternal
in her attitude tonard-, her own sex’in
every plmse of domestie llfe, and, in-
deed, in anything affecting the happi--
ness of femininily—an altitnde highly,
to be commended in an era which haa
earned the reproach of being ;Almost
destitute of home life, and ail that it
stands for. In dubbing "Mres, Gilmore's
work as pure womanly, we do not mean
to infer that her work - lacks strength
or depth, for it exndes bolh,. epupled
with grace, high sentiment, and a beauty
and a facility and a sincerity of thought,
siyle and expression that should place
her high in the list of housrhold pocts,
In the poem entitled “Marrid” is com-
pressed  witle rare understanding the
meaning of warriange. Though limited as
to spave, we cannot forbear quutmg it
in full. Here it is;i—

“MARRI'D."
Itm singin’ in an’ out, - i
An' feelin’ full of grace, L
Ilere ’n there, up an’ down,
Aw round about th' place. . .

It's rollin’ up your sleeves,
An’ whit'nin® wp the hearth, .
An’ scrubbin’ out th' floors, N
An' saweepin' down the pathy



