The Weekly Graphic and New Zealand Mail for August 31, 1910

- The Bookshelf.

"By DELTA.

BOOKSHELF FEUILLETON.

P Visit to Collins Bros.', Limited.
HE inestimable boon of cheap lit-
ernture was never so fully
Lrought home o us as the other
i day, when we paid a visit to
Colling Hros, eplendidly equipped whole-
dale warelouse and offices, the spacious-
nesa of which somewhat surprised ua,
nntil we remembered them as a firm who
supply the last thing in educational
books, stationery, etc, to o Government
wlhose pet Lhobby is educition for every-
one. - But, naturally, ile department
mhick concerned us most nearly wasz the
rm’s ook amd publishing department in
ghe former of whicl are to be found
nearly every atandard work of biography,
travel, and adventure, fietion, ete., and
here we lingered for ihe best part of
an hour, revelling in peeps into their fam-
ous shilling classics, which include ne
fewer thin 149 masterpicces of Koglish,
French, and Americant auihors, among
whom we foticed Thomas Carlyle rob-
Bing covers with Vietor Hugoe and Dick.
s and wekoray, also. despite the
comparizoms which are always< heing in-
slituted between thems and which ave so
obviously unfair, <inte each iz so uulike
the olber, aud each. in his own domain. is
fraster. Lo Quinvey’s “Uonfrsions of
An Opium Eater” was flawked on eiiher
gide avith “laml’s Tales from Shakes-
poare,” amdl that line work of Bulwer
Evtton%, “Rienzi” mud “Alice in Womler-
fund,” leaned for protection on “The
Autocrat of the Breakfast Table” We
found, to our astemishuneut alxo ilmb
that slupendous work, “The Origin of
‘Spec-iea,“ could be oblained in Lhis series,
43 conld also "Sesame and Lilies,” *The
Ingold<ly Legends,” “murlor Itesnrtus.”
“Jes Miseralles” and “The Tunehlack
of Nobre Dame™ A pleasant souvenir
of our vi-it in the sluiipe of 1wo of Luese
dainty volumes,  lately added to the
serie.‘-;, now lie onr the table hefore us,
whicl we shall notice in our next issue.
They are rospectively entitled,- “Uganda
to Khartowm” (Albert ¥. Lloydy, a re-
iérd of tife and adventure on the Nile,
#nd €A Lile for a Life)” by tie anthor
bf The inimitable “Joln alilax, CGentle-

han”

Cheap Literature.
- funumerable aa are still the ouieries
of pessimistic avlhors against  cheap
Uterature. the cheaper literature move=
ent is still briskly and gaily eaveering
30:1{!, ta the great benefit of t]m(': wmui-
yorous rveading public that ix still ask-
ipg “for mure” Many and varled are
the arguments nsed against this cheapen-
ing of mew fiction. - Aulhors say it will
nob pay. Publizhers fear it will not, bub
ate willing to try the scheme, knowing
Ibab if they do nol they will seon be
put of the race; while pessimists pro-
fhesy tle deterviorativa of litevature if
it is cheapened. Naw, bhere arve many
reagons wiy fiction in lhese davs ougib
’ me=t

#a be cheiper. To begin with,
modern novelistd  arve o list=, or
novels are written in jour p vein,

aml  consefuoently  nove f slighter,
and, frankls, nol worth the price formes-
by paid for the “standard™ work; seeond-
Iy, the cost nf production is leas.  Ma-
terials arve clieaper. Machinery has sim-
plified, bastened tand, in many respecta,
improved), aml e wid cost of produe-
&ion, while the markets awd the faeili-
1ies for distribntion have  ine ool
fmore than tenfeld. Awnybaody that Tas
gyer had ocea=inn o print even a Jow
firenlars will koow (hat it is U Jivsg
Iandred or two that counts in the cost
bf prodoction after that the vost of a
Ahousand, or mare, Qs comparatively
fominal. o thal malerial exceptod, as
Buon a+ the jal cost is covered, the
Yost i more than half profit. And we
in the wider sale that iz hoaml 1o fol
aw i the wake of o cheaper lit
fuve, hoth author and publisher sheuld
Le able to recanps Uemselves,

A Romence of Strenuous Affection.

Tex  Deaet's wew  =lory, enlitled
falg Some” (arper Bros] is all
gliout a louse party  on a Western

funch—they are a jolly group of young
cople. 'roulde  avises from (he fact
hat the huero Jus led hisa fricwls to Le-
flove 41at he ja an athlele, when, a«
matter of fact, he never Jdid anything

.

more athletic than leal the cheering for
olhers, His predicament and that of
a fat man, who s with him as his
“trainer,” form a humorous background
for a dashing love romance, The book™s
illustrations are by Mark Menderson.

Chesterton on Thackeray.

A writer in “Cuarcent  Literainre”
leverly sutns ap Mr, Chesterton's critical
essny on the preat Vietorian movelist
in this wi Thackeray. =ays Mr. Ches-
terton, is a romantic pessimist, He loved
all fresh and bewutiful things, like other
vomanLics, bnt Foved them with a deliber-
ate recollection of their eternal recor-
renee and devay, Those who think Aneelin
sedley “ao a0t and Beeky Sharp “so
interesting™ are wrong, continues Br,
Chesterton, oml fail ta Thackeray's
point.  His point surely that Awel
was a foal, hut that thare is a certain

bhis weakneas we shall fail and by his
enorniong ganitivs we ehall endure,

An Interesting Publication.

Misn Sylvin Pankiurst, davghier of
Mras Emgueline Pankhurit, who is ihe
leader of the Sullragettes in England,
has prejared a personal nareative, which
i3 consittered an anthoritative statement
of the Mulfragette movenwnt lin England
and America.  The ook, which is to be
entitled “Fhe Sulfragette,
fished in the aulamp by ° '
Wallon {New York). Mrs Pankhursi’=
Awetican expericnees are inclided in the
work, together with a chapler, which
deals with the cutlook for SallT i
Englund aud e United sStates. Tue
Dook i to be profusely illusteated with
siapshots aiel drawings by the anthor,

A New Seribner Pnhlication.

A buck of shovt siories by that writer
of repute, Ricluord FH Dravix, which
Betrs the attractive title of “Onee Upen
a Time,” is e publaied this month
by L hardes > Her's Nend, Heiders who
vementbey tl uthor™s i romaniie

i wilh impatience
al e this Dominion,

47

jeet of an apprecintive article “in the
July “Fookiman,"” which Mr Ashley OQib-
a0l ia Lo wrile. Othey important artiale
in this punber will be="The Fine Art o
Lettera Humane,” hy Dr. Willium Barryi
“John Mtuart Mill" by Henry Murray;
and *“The Spacious Baya of Grenl YVie
torin,” by Mr Fhomas Sceeambe,

Two New Novels.

Novels awaitites review are “The For-
tuie 1w by Lonis Jeseph Vanee;
anthior of thal fine Indi stury “The
Tronze Bell™ (Dodd Mead aml €0}, and
“The thenrt v Noel,”™ by Frad Wiishaw;
dieovze Bell quml Co, Both these ooka
Lve reached vs throwgeh Wildman nnd
Arey.

Notable Wyriteve of Edward the
Seventh’s Reigu.
A sutmmuary of 1l wril

wha may 148

skid to have risem  in ard  Lae
Heventh's lief rer Tras nlind oA
meggre list My Clesterton

heads Lhe il My dobn fSial-aat iy cones
stecomd. ot Nrechilall Moas=tall, Alfred
Noyes, WAL 1t anl 1 [ Vrenel
follow i siece But ek
Liod, <prs a4 w1 in the ® Sian”

gunntive wml antiseptic element in wvir-
tue, by which & foul wanagres te live
longer than a knave. For aiter all, when
Amelia and Becky meet at  ilie end,

Amelia has mmeh st energy, bt she has -

muell more ife.  She i younger; she
has not loat her power of luppinesa; her
stalk i+ nmot broken,  She could really,
to wse Thackeruy's own wmetaphor, Hyve
again,  But the energy of Becky is the
energy of a dead woman; it is Ll
rythmic kicking of 2ome bizected inseet.
The life of the witked works cutward
and goes to waste, The lite of the no-
cont, even the most sfupidly junecent,
i withing if anyone diglikes the batternl
sontiment of the word love, | will =uy
that innocence  haa  more  zest, more
power of tasting things.  Mr. Chesler-
ton arpnes thal it i+ better 1o he open
to all: emations as they cony fhan o
reach the hell of Releccas the hell of
1 all guivanl forees apen, bul all
reoplive o s elosed, for Lhe veey ale-
finition of hell iz energy withont joy,

Thackeray Tontrasied With
Dickens.

Dickens difTered froon Thackevay inas-
i e while PHekens  wis
"l keray was diffe=ive. ek
few words wava atl that il
to say sbond anyone, white
works Ty thou<iml tonches
through n ihov<and pages, T
wits nowean of impres riathe
convietions, seneitive amd recopd v
Dickens was ereative, The warkd
&b on Thackeray, Dickens impased
worlid,  Tn ~hart, concludea Me. (hess
terton, Thackeray  represents, in that
gigantic parely, ealled genius, the apirit
af the Fnglishman in repose, Thia apirit
is the idle embadiment of ull of us; by

coneiEe,
s
i exsenlind
Thavkeray
1areed

thomn

while
i pos-
nie he

IN LOVE.

What Roosevelt Likes to Read.

Mr Rovsevelt has been  telking  Lhit
readers yf “The Qullook” e names of
the books that constituled the wew fam-
ous Upigskin libvary” which aceompanied
him 1o Africa. , Kx-President Roosevelt’™s
taste in ruture s catholic, as will be
seen by o perssal of the st appended

Netow:—*L alnost always  had  some
e with nu” Mr Rossevelt A i
Lutlook i rimy paddle preeketb

wr i the caviridge-lite, which vne of my
pnbear ik 1o holil odds aml
ends, A v reading worulil e done
while resting under a Iree al nesn, pet-
bap= Pesile the viaroase of a Teersh | ad
Rilled, ur else while waiting Tor {he vmnp
ter b i
dur pupmssible 1o gel waler Foe washine
I conaegaries The bioks were sined
with

b, =w Loodest, ol
ashes; ol would oither
Y vl or wee et s,

AUN TP
nowellos

in nperely zrew de book sz
1 sl ok,

eiileh matnes of aithors Lo

Tharrew
et Ly

rinovigs, K

vojesarl, Cooger, Thockery,

Lowell Tomerson, Rhelley
Perex, Maglow, Thi
T disl whiele owe eanmod
in falll ewi | ST BT if
Wils Ul v d i XD
wille howks of prove sericus inpt. Mr
Fooaerelt alao liked fiction, and i s

workliolie jn feilog asin seyriou< DBlerabnes,
HAH v, hiowever, s the poelry
Ay Boosevelr s likes,

The July “ Bovkman"™
Kaie Donglas Wizgin is te he the sah-

t and
noap:

ATe, Cespecliy
novelist of the
previntion of Ay Thnds sl the
June UBooknud” aml o weiter i the
Avggual inler i o deal Tolly with 1ha
work of Ay de Movgen.

FPIGRAMS FROM NEW BOGKS.

A Few Maxims of " Marweaduke's.”
Methien's have pabdislogd in ook form
a sed 1oul withily wise ndis froon

ef that eilliantly cleysy
dist, Mr, Charles Edwunld Jengning
i, whe, fer 20 years aml T

Nk,

Lhae

contvibnded Ao
ST

of Lhe o
L an ed ey ine of e o
bt Uhese appariolied Bl

I i+ ol TR T I
= the =t baene it is oo Bige
A vt never takes soomneh

loes wlen L b iy
I him.

af il welied bl bl
zobat goed ol e ddeadd,

for we Ineve exbosted one sdoek o) il
of thew whea they were v, 1 i
reliel we lonweer o Lave ta <train oor
Hlnatnne,

A b bave el a0 nnise in the
worhbl bave Ladd the Lt degs Yook at
Their heels,

als where 1he wi-e moen

e

Tormer cenerally hus (ha
i Ldler, the fiar

the
uf Nis Jally s
Petlinm,

13um i< tisfening to yoursell in
e ol of hers,

amliment we all entert
< ahd aeen-junally luagine

o
wiheve roderinin for us,



