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The Children’s Hospital Fund,

1E “extravrdinary euccess of the
appeal for funds for the estub-
lishment of & Children's MHospi-
tal in Wellington overshadows
all other topics this week. Tt is by &
long way the mont popular eash-collecting
crusade this eity hus secen for many years.
At the time of writing the fund had
reached close on £4,000, and it s fully
expected that when all the lists are rlosed
L5000 will have been collected.  This,
with the Covernment rubsidy, will pro-
vide £11,000 fur the erection of the much-
nevded hospital, T8 will be a splendid
resnlt, carried through in a very few
werkH,

When the question of erecting the C'hil-
dren’s Haospital was before the Hospital
Board some time back, plans drawn by
Masara. Aitken and Hacon were submit-
ted; these plans provided for a building
to cost ahaut £7,000, The plans were,
however, sot awide, to allow of the Fever
MHospital lbeing vreated, Tt was for the
purpuese af obinining this £7.000 boilding
that Mra, Wilford, the Mayor's wife,
made her nppeal to the publie.  The
anount she asked for was L4,50N: the
Government pubailly would provide the
rest. As a congilerably larger wun will
now be available. niler plany will have to
be drawn, providing for a considerubly
improveld wod bgre spacious building,

Mra, Wilfords appeal tonched the pub-
lic in its most sympathetic gpot.  But
Mr, ifugls Ward's generous assistance
T“ﬂ it a tremenious fillip, 1t is very
douirtiul whether the people wouid lhave
shicwn such enthusinem over the scheme
hnd it not been for Mr. Ward's offer and
his witbaequent vigorous action in suppert
of the scheme.  After the violent attack
made on "The Girt from Rector’s” hy a
section of the local clevgy, his aseistance
came asn sortof “sensation,” and fucussed
the limelight on the Uhildren's Liospital.
And so the mwney is pouring in. and
Wellington lias fully redeemed itself from
ihe elinrgén of lack of generosily amd
libernlity {liat Luve been hurled at it
In the past,

“The Girl From Rector's.”

St that “Girl from Reeturs™ disens-
rion enlivens the duily papers, The Revs,
Dr. Gibk and JJ. J, North and Mr 1lugh
Ward have writton columus of letters, to
the amuscment, if ant the edifieation, of
the publie,  Uertainly the “Girl” is do-
Ing rowring husiness,  Mr Ward statos
that during the nine nights season of
the play wearly 12,000 people pmid for
adlniissing. This is a lig rerord for
Wellington,  And unto Dr, Gibh anl Mr
North be the eredit. They eertainly sent
much gold into Hogh Ward's purse. and
ho ean afford to lsuk pleasnut aml Le
magnanimnus over it all.

The Prison Farm Refermatory.

A good deal has appeared in print this
last work on the aubject of the Hun, D
Fimilay's weheme for the renrganisation
of the priron system of New Zealand,
end the idens vet forth in the scheme nre
pretly  wniversally  approved of. The
agriculiural reformatory is particularly
commended,  The liner en which this
furm for prisoners will be cvnluetel
Linve been wlrewdy indiveded: Bt little or
nelhing about 18 locality Liam yet Leen
prinded, It im in e eslablishied nrear
Pokanui, in the Upper Waikntn, aml ja
to conai=t wl whbout 1200 acrer, T kuow
the lneality well, and me it in in A Jittle-
Kuown but rather remarkable listriet.
romething  about it interest
raphic” readers,

The farm will be a8 portion of a larpe
Blark of thavernment land in the King
Counlry—now & miaunnier-—extemding
from Tokanni castwards for sotre milen
towanle the Wharepuhunga range, Tt ia
Just en the Southern or “Maori” side of
the unui River, the old-dime "Aukati®
line, the boundary bedween the Maord
ecountry aud the Kuropean frontior settle-
mend, on e Inl whivh wae conlisented
frum ilic nntivea aftor (he Waikato war
In 3464 IL is within sight of fumoua
Orakan, where the tine] hattle in the war
was fotight, and where the Kingitns mnde
their Yant hervic stand,  Once thers won
8 lurgn Muaori popululion almve Tokanui
aod the south bank of the Puaul River,

will

but the
wway.

Tlie country here i opea fern lund,
with a good deal of easily drainable
swamp, Much of it was cultivated by
the Maoris, and riding over it you come
reross the remains of old villages and
cultivations, old kummra and potato-
pits, and older trenched and parapeted
hill-forts everywhere, It im a beautiful
freg oprn eountrysile, with wild pigs
and wild cattle and horses roaming over
it—and alse, unfortunately, rabhita;
theae peats, however, are pot so plenti-
ful as thev onee were. Tokanul means
“Rig Rock™; it i3 the name of one of
three round hills which rise just behind
the old Tokanui gettlement, and which
are called by the white settlers in the
vivinity the “Three Sistera™

These rennirkable hills are terraced ar-
titivially from foot to swmit; they were
fortifiedl holls in the ancient days. £t
in cloge to the bnae of Tokanui, 1 believe,
that the headnuarters of the prison farm
witl be located. The land there is good
volennie snil, Iving well to the sun, with
a gentle slops to the Punui River, a few
miles away to the north. The main road
from Kihikihi—the old-time southern-
most {rontier township of the whites—
tn Otorohanga, on the Main Trunk rail-
way line, passes close to Tokanni. The
farm will be in an exrcellent aitustion—
npot too far fram market, ana yer suf-
ficlently far temoved frotm other settle-
ments Lo enaure the effective isolation of
the prisomers. -

natives lave madly dwindled

The New Mental Hospital Site,

A few miles away from Tokanui to
the west will be the new Mental Hoe-
pital estnblishment—the main one for the
North Island. This big institution, the
scope of which was outlined in the press
somie linte ago, will be located mear the
base of Kawa 15ill, a promineat angd
rather picturesgue voleanie coue rising
from the plain just to the left of the
Aain Trunk line as one goes south,
slhiort distance beyond where the Punui
River is crossed after leaving Te Awa:
mwatn. It is an excellent site for the new
entallishment for the mentally afilicted.
The district is healthy, breezy, and far
removed from any town; the outlock is
prand and the whole surroundings should
Yie conducive to the tecovery of those
whose cases are not altogether hopeless.

This I{awna Hill is a remuarkable place.
Tt s terraced from foot to top, just as
Alt. Eden is, for it was & fortified "‘pa." in
ancient Aaori days, and many stories are
eurrent about it in Ngati-Maniapoto fvlk-
lore.  ©One story eoncerns a chief who was
onve DLesivged on its sunmumit, and whe
vweaprd  with Diis trile when surrender
and death seemed iucvitable by means of
n sublerranean passage which he had pre-
viously wisely caused to be dug fro_m
the fort o a chunp of bushland some dis-
grand, and the whole surroundings
should be conducive to the recovery of
those whose cpses are not altogether
Tinptless.

Police Inspector Gillles and the
Capture of Winiata.

Afention of the King Country reminda
me of an incldent in the career of Police
Inspector K. T, fiitlies, who las to
yetire from the TForce. A parngraph
whiclh Tas gone the rounds of the
newspapers euys thut Inspector Gillies
wns the ollicer who arrested the Maovi
who  murdered & Foung nan named
Packer — who was a furm-rervant at

Jpmomy, near Auckland. The Maaori pot
nwiy to the King Country, and lived
there fur many rears.

Nuw, it was not Ay, Gillien who netu-
ally arrested the murderer, whose nume
wak Winiata, Gillies wis then police
conntnble nt Te Awamutu, mee of the
feoatier townships, and he helped to ar-
ronge the nrrest; but the mun who eap-
tnred Winintun was 8 big hall-caste pamed
Robert Bavlow, Jle got his mAn in & pox-
tienlarly elever and daring dnshicn,

It wis in the year 1487, and the
Queen's writ did not then qun south of
the Punuf river, The King Lountry wus
at that tinge parely Muori territory.

Tleve waw a reward, I think, of £500
for the murderer's arrest. 1o hind been
living in the RKing Country for snme
years, having fied there after Le killed
Lucker,

Burlow and Lis Maori wifa wont te
Gtorohanga, where Winiata was living,
and professed to be buying pigs. e pro-
duced & bottle of rum, and mansged te
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get Winiata “under the influence” in hia
whare. Then, in the dead of night, Bar-
low, who wne armed with a revolver,
packed the Maori om to @ spare horse
he had brought with him, tied him se-
curely with the aid of hia daring wife,
aud got quietly out of the villayge with-
out so much gR a solitary mongre! giving
an alarm. Had Winiata's Maori friends
got wind of the eapture, Barlow would
prohably have been killed, In spite of his
revolver., But they were gll peacefully
sleeping in thelr whares,

Barlow tock his pinioned prisoner
down to tle nearest European settle-
ment. arriving there soon after daylight.
Winiata awoke from his drunken siecp
on the way, but Barlow threatened to
shoot him if he made a sound. Tha
prinoner waes handed over to the Armed
Constabulary of the nearest redoubt, and
then given into Gillies’ charge, and in
the end he was hanged for his crimes.

Barlow got his Government reward,
but eemehow from that day he failed
in health, He was a man of giant rize
and strength, but he fell sick from soms
mysterioun caure. In Maocri Lelief, he
wng “Makutu'd"—bewitched, Ha died
whon still in the prime of life, ile and
his people believed that he had been be-
witehed . by eome King Country “to-
hunga” in revenge for having captured
Winiata and delivered him over to his
death, The wizarda of the Rohepotae
had “put the eminether on him.” Rarlow
survived his prisoner only a very few
years, For some time after Winiata’s
arrest many half-castes were looked on
with much suspicion in the King Coun-
“try, for Winiata was not the only man
on whose head there was a price,

Bo that was how Winiata was captured
—an exciting ineident in those duys of
the early “eighties,” when things were
by no means as setiled and prosaic on the
LKing Country frontler as they are to-day.

Although Inspector Gillies—then a
constabvle—did mot persenally capture
Winiata, he had some rough-and-tumble
work with the Maoris at various times,
and he earned a high reputation as a
plucky and brainy police oflicer. Hince
thone old Walkato days he has gone
through all ranks of the force, and it is
& great pity to think that his splendid
record of thirty-six years® service should
have to terminate in such an unfortunate
faghion.

Our Island Dependencles.

In Parliamentary cirelea one Leare ap-
proval of Mre, Frank Lawry's suggestion
that the Ccok Islands, cur depeadencics
in the Eastern Pacifie, should have re-
preseatation in the New Zealand Parlia-
ment, The islands in this group are of
great importance to New Zealand, com-
mercially and in other ways, and legisla-
tion affecling them is passed by Pariia-
ment. Now, very little is known by mem-
bera about our tropical isles; only one
or two, such as Dz, Buck |Te Rangi-
hiroa} have spent any time there, and
have any real acquaintance with the con-
ditions of life there. The native popu-
lation of the islands is about 13,000; and,
in addition, on Niue and Savage Island,
theve are more than four thousand na-
tives, The total white population of the
islands is eomewhere about 150. The
nntive islanders are sufficiently numerous
at any rate to deserve representation in
Tarliament, and possibly legislation may
De introduced emipowering them to send
A member of their own to Tarliument.
Probably provision could be made for o
white member to represent both natives
aud Eurvpeans, if desired.

The Yonng Persom and Her Riding
Copstume,

That telegram from Aucklund abc)_\\t
the Apricultural Show Committee desir-
ing to put long skirts on the wkittish
young ludies who ride in show competi-
tions, or, rather, on une particular young
lady, caused » goud denl of amusement
here.  Aasculine, or semi-masculine, vig
is Becoming wo common wmnngst hiorse-
women that the Committees attitude
meemus an excensively prudish one. To
talk of ite indeliracy is only {o provoke
riieule, I remember secing sonte time
Lack a feminine horseback enstume which
ought to fill the Dbill for show competi-
tions, It wus worn by a young lady
from England—no less (han Miss Goret,
1he daughter of the celuebrated Sir Joln
Gorat. 1t wna klmki-coloured, and con-
pisled of & long ecout, Lrouscrs, and leg-
gings; 8 Cossuck costume, ila wesrer
eallend 1t. 1t was 8 neat and becoming
costume, and would not have shocked
even Mr, Teddy O'Rorko.  And certainly
it was & safe and eomfortable riding vig-
put, and that is a big copsideralion. Thae
old siyle riding habit ms(lly L picturerque
to some eyes, but it is dangerous. Now

that so many women are adopiing the
sale “‘astride’” seat as man, they should
he allowed to aelect their own costumes,
To talk about maseuline coslume on =
hormewoman as “shucking’” i suzely sntis
quatsd and Puritauic in this age of fumis
nine emuncipation.

A Model Farm for the Mnaoris

A Wanganui man well known in Wels
linglon, Mr. Gregor M'Gregor, hag beefk
appointed manager of the Native farn
at Rununa (Yondon), some distance up
the Wangenui river, No more guitable
man could have been found to launch the
new scheme for truining Maoria in farms
ing. The farm consista of about 7,000
acres in the Morikau No. 2 Block, and
comprises fine eany country. Parl has
siready been cleared, but semn is in
manuka, and the balance in light bush
8o that it is an adwirable eelection fo;
the purpose. Mr. M'Gregor proceeds up]
the river on Saturday to take a prelima
inary survey of the place, and will com=
mence farming operntions at the earliesh
moment. His intention is to employ all
Mauori labour if pomsible, and do n{l in
his power to develep farming instincts
in the young Maoria, The object of the
scheme is to prove whether or not the
young Maori ean he made a farmer,
Hence this farm will be watched with
particular intereat. Mz, M'Gregor was
the officer in charge of the Maori “pa® at
the New Zealand Exhibition in Chrisg=
church in 1908-7, s

New FPrison System,

At the reformatory farm at Tokanuf,
near Te Kuiti, accerding to the Hon, Dr,
Findlay, there will be accommuodation for
between 400 and 500 men, There would,
he paid, be a system of associationa as &
reward for very good coenduet, and pris
oners would also work aeparately, Al
systematic training would also be given
In all agrieulieeal and pastoral work, im-
cluding training in generzl branches of
agriculture,, with specialization as well.
It was intended to turn ont thoroughly,
practical farmers in a course of two of
titree yomrs, Those sent there irom the
lower eourts would be there long enough
to take a short course. In concluding,
under the head of prison reform, Dty
Findlay said that the Sherborne system
would be applied to women. They would
be trained in the domestic arts on a sels
entifie systenr, and on lines parallel fg
the farm training which the boys woul
Teceive, .

Prison Diet.

A matter which requires alteration, In
the opinion of the llon. Dr. Findlag, iy
the prison dietary. A prisoner, he held,
wag entitled to a sufficiency of plaln,
wholesome food, hut cur prison fare wad
the same day after day, every month of
the year, and this provoked dyspeptid
troublea, The diet wasa; Breakfast—
bread without butter, a cup of tea with«
out milk; dinnes—meat (never veried)
and vegetables; tea—a piece of bread an
tea, without milk. On the tree-planting

" eamps the men had porridge and {ea or

bread and tea for breakfast, and toold
with them for lunch bread and cheese,
The combination of keen air and sirenua
ous work made this diet insufficient, and
he proposed to pive prisoners a plaia
diet of meat for breakfart, with porridga
and tea if they wanted it. The whole of
the prieon dietary was under considera=
tion, e did not mean 1o err on th

side of indulgence, but e did not wan

to err on the side of o painful and sickens
ing menotony which induced dyspepsis, ,

Industrions Inventors,

The alphabetic list of inventionz ims
sued guarterly by the New Zealand
Paient Office s always an interesting
doeument. During the present year ine
veniors have displayed remarkable lns
gennity and activity (says the Wellings
ton “Fost”). Naturally, with the flying-
machine in the rir nowadays the neree
plance and airship are well to the froa¥
in the list. There are about a doze
patents {ssued for various brands o
fiyinz-machines, Boot manufacturing
machinery takes up a geod position in
the list, but apparently most of the lus
ventions mye thuse of outsiders,not New
Zealanders, The diffieulty of securing
propet treatment of flax has led fo 4
larze nuwber of inventions—over 30. Of
different import ave ten patenta dealing
with hat-pins. Among the inventors fa
Mr d. M. Thomaen, M.P.,, with a devica
to protect hat-pins.  Most numerons,
however, of all are the inventions which
doal with the dniry industry. Thero are
28 milking-machinca and elght other a
plisnces for the treatment of mik ix



