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Music and Drama.

. By BAYREUTH.

=)

BOOKINGS.
{Dates Bubject to Alterstlon.)

AUCKLAND—1I18 MAINBTY'S.
Avgust B I'nntombue “Aladdie,”
Ang, U3, 27, und 0 — Mudame Uslye.
Septrmber 1 {0 § — Aucklanod Bosing Asdor
cintian,
Beptewher § ta 24—), C. Willinmoon,
Bueptember 26 to October 18 -Allgn Lawlk

tun.
Octeler 20 to Novembet 4--Fred Groham.

HALL.
(Il Tuwuey aud Marvy (ooper.

TIIE OPElA NOUSE.
tu Senson-—Luller's I'letoved.
WELLINGTON —~0P¥RA 1TODSE.
Angust 1 to Augnst 170 ITogh waed.
Sepl. L to Sept. 14.—J C, Willkinson.
et T to Dot . Wkunsen,
Qr't. 27 to ovember G.—Allan ITanilton.
Nav. 12 1p November 2. Ifred 11 Grobam.
Liecetmher 21, slx  weeks' keason,—J, U,
"llilasou,

TIEATRE
Faudeville {permnnenty.

BT. ANDREW'S
Aug. 16 -

ROYAL.

Oberammergan—A Village of
Actors.
ne

lwe

reatest
teil dramwatie
tered by

example of an in-

instinet  fos-
generations of pro-
tivivizey, 30 affurded Ly the yil-
l..‘;gu- of Oberammergau, where once in
every dleende Ve passion of the Lord is
Teiterateil s a gigantie veligious pageant,
The mothors daily pray in the village
are that her boy way live to play the
Part of Cheletus, awd i ihe child hap-
peaz to beoa oginl, the mother’s prayers
are ot fervent that she mny Live to
piay the parl of mother  of
Christis, Aetors fall naturally into Lhe
parts of whicl they have Leen thinkiuyg
all their lives Even the tabies in Oberam-
wmergan e lisp lines of the drama,

A interesting Look, entitfed “Oberam.
mergan” iy Sesephine  Helona  Shorg
(Crowell and Lo, New York) las ve-
eentdy Devss pullishied.  Oberammergan,
weoare Lold, is forty-three miles sonth-
woest of Anieh and se
dred el forty-threr m
fliva. from the Austrtan -

. WA the erow

Lacle  Is
tinies
tures of
with it,

prisented
manl
moilern

approximately  six
The ne fea-
advertising  connected
Tlere is ns press asent,

Tiow i+ paid o Anion Lany, who pluy
dlie part of the Saviour, He pecvives 257
for caclr pecfurmance.  Three houleed
Tersnts vercive abont one sIilliag for
perforimmes that Tasts eight hoars inoall
Kimls of weather, This fs merely a re-
imirr~ement for thene o thir
Vi tion sing oo performiong

luss tn
wlile reheaw

he playe The gross reevipts lasl year
Were LGL0O00 with o net profit of
L2000, cmployed for aelioals,  road-
bLroaking, awd river improvemnent,

Te i perhips needless Loosay, semarks

Josephine  Ilelena Swort, dhat the
peaple of  Oberanunergan ave not
pradines, There  are saun sasin |4

in but the majority of its
artisis, “'I‘“n-‘\' liyve sim-
yoaml even frugallyv, and de some wor
in {he fivhls. They are a refined, enlti
Valed prople, s ive toall that iv bean
tiful aml gomd abont thenrs  awl even
more, in heigr able to expreds heauty
anil prandness in wir own lives. One
cannot e in tleir presence and Jook at
thwdr strong, fine faces, many of which
have preal heanty of fu asowell s
of rxpression. withoul Wing conseions of
Kl il of theiv elmracter®”
Thae elief ocenpations of the il
are woml-carving and Gurming, The U
aven wha bave represented the earpen-
1ot sun sinee TS0, with e exception
of 1 . Une
3 L\

Tave all Leen wouol cirver
dinge the plage, Thie villag

asmman vole, elecl p commigttee of
pincteen. Fhis conmmities, with the bure-
Jromvast and the parish priesl, scleet

e ol muperyise 11w perform

T performers put aside Uieir rospee-
five tnules for Ghe time, ami endeavour
tao live up to the parls assigned to them
Alr Fllaworth fdls ta Lell s the psyelio-
Togicsl efleel of ceh o seleetion on the
unfurfuzate singled ont fur 4he parl of
Judya Anten Lang, he pssnres us, 4
tall and Iithe, and beata na almaxt per-
fect resrmblanee 4o the Chvist of the ol
maalers, The coatumes werp in the play
are exact reproductione from  copios

lv {wo hun- -

rrol amd Ven- |
fee From May until Octolber the spee-

hitt
giosler o privding, The Tnvpgest remuonera- -

nnde in Palestine. Iz the village, erime
is unkpovwn. Mr. Ellsworil wus present
one evening when 'two young men engag-
¢l in a friendly gume of carda. The vil-
lugre chureh cehimed the Angelus.  ILm-
wediately the young men put their cards
wside, and, atanding erect, bowed their
uncoyvered heads in sileot prayer.

The stage of the Passion Pluy js 140
feet long Ly 110 feet deep.
s larger than that of the onlinary stage.

“On either side of the opening, and
&cparating the proseenium from the pal-
ares of Ponlius Pilete und of the High
DTricst, are twe arches, The two palaces
are on the extreme right and lefi of the
stage, and are most etfeclive and pic-
turesgue in the variouns scenic settings.

“Lhe proseenimn is separated from the
apron by a4 portivre cuvtain. There is,
however, alao u frame curlaln, the upper
Lalf of which draws up into the arel,
while the lower half sinks tnto the sxtame.
This cnrtain is used al the beginning and
end of the play and Letween the inler

“The scenery of the Tassion Play is
built entirely fur daylight effeet, Tha
stage itaelf is without &over, and situat-
ed as it i3 with a background of forest-
covered hilla and the blue sky for a can-
opy, the effect is surch as no enclosed
theatre ever could produce. Often dur-
ing the tepreseantation birds will fly
across the apron or perch themselves
upon the wuppermost - portions of the

0oy

varming!  Delightfal!

atage, and their aongs and twitterings
ddd an elemenl of real which makes
the illnsion almost perfeet.”

The first prodoction of the Pasilon
Play renches back almost three centuries.
Sinee 134 the performances have bern
mven every ben )y 5, with one exeep-
tion.  Instead of produring the Passion
Play in 1864, it was given in 1864, in
order that the dated of the praiuction
might fall in the initial year of erach de-
cade, The  dnvasion  of 1he  Austrian
ny of 1400 destroved part of the vil-
af 1 an, il consegnently
vounlil 1815 1In
prerform, # weve hronghi to
an abrnpt elose by the declarution of
war between Germuany and F

Within recent yvears ihe
personnel of the Passion PPlay have be-
comoe Bimillarlsed 1o the omls of the
curlly through the mediom of the work
af writers and translators,  The whels
dialogue of the play, transfated into Fige
Lish, with the chiornses amd an acenunt of
the performnner, was printed for the first
time in TR0, 1t we Lransntion of n
Cerman prose version  tuken down in
wsltortham] in THR0 by W, Wyl and it was
impossilile to abtain A lihreetto of the
play previows to that time.  Mr, Mon-
troae T, Maosea iz reaponsibie for a more
reernt Englisli tranalation,

However, you cannot really koow ihe

nont

1 aud the

o

The apran-

Puasion Play unless you live in Oberam.
mergau while it ia going on, and you can
never underetand sll of it unlem you
spend at least one "off year” among these
very wonderful peasants. You watch
these people go through ithe intricate
complex parta of their drama, and you
amarvel. Where have they {earned their
stagecraft? Whence vomes their ease?
‘There are mo anachronisme. The mob
is & mob, and each periormer, down to
ihe smallest, playx his or her part calmly
and naturally. Hew do they do ity It
ia in the air of Oberammergau, Half
ithe village takes part in every produc-
tion. Tha whole village talks and
analyses the play from tlie moment they
begin to apeak, It has done so for cen-
turies. It has becowne bred in their blood
and bones,

Sunday Music Again

The question of Sunday conceris has
Teen agitating the Clristchureh City
Couacil. It came up last week in the
form of an application from the (hrist-
church Musicians’ Benevolent Socicty to
give their initial concert on a Sunday
evening At the Theatre Royal. The so-
ciety guaranteed ihe entertainment to be
entirely of m sacred nature, that no per-
somal profits would be made, and that
no charge would be mada to the public
for admission except by voluntary con-
tributions. The Muyor, acting by virtua
of an antecedent resolution of the City
Council had granted the request for one
concert, but refused te proceed further.
The (euncil had 'therefore to decide the
matter. The position was somewhat com-
plicated from the fact that Sunday or-
#an recitals are being given regalarly in
the city. As waa to be expecied, one

or two Ceuncillers used the eccasion to

Please play
endeavour to have all Sunday concerts
suppressed, chiefly becanse they arve in-
capable of thinking olherwise.  There
e to Le little doulbt - that Chuist-
church would have to suffer the result
of surk distressing meatality were it not
for the fact that the Council has been
camprlled to permit organ recitals. Under
thelr agreement with the proprietor of
11is Majesty’s Theatre, the latter ia
entitled to have free wse of the organ

theve for ten Sunday nights in the year. -

The Council, of vourre, tefused to
aveede to Lhie request, ulilising Lhe afie-
gation thut these Runday concerts were
intemded for Individunl gain to vell theiv
anceslral prejudice in the matter,

“Tlow long must it be hefore our muni-
cipulities will be foreed to realise haw
far New Zeatund is belind Enplami in its
attitwde towards  Sunday muosict Lt
seem=< as though all the mumt depressing
attributes of the middle Gans enrly Vie-
toriun England were transplanted tn this
enntry By oonr grandfalhers, and aya
out gratdmothers, 4o weome o perennial
nil Juxurinnt sonree of ignervanee in the
art+. AMusic ia not the work of the devil,
It ia not an affshoot of original xin. That
these elementary facts should Iinve to be
voiced is enough to muke one blush,
mich as the enemies of Sunday music
need to be informed of them, 1t has also
to be pointed out that on ihe ollier hand

something longer--and rather loud,
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it will b, so we are led to helleve, the
ameams of expression for the chosen whem
the earth is no more, Judging by the
amount of understanding some of our
City Councillors and our divisea exhibib
in matters amusical they will be feeling
somewhat uncomfortable when it comea
to handling & harp,

A Fine Bong Crcle

The Auckland Liedertafel’s second
concerts of the present season were ren-
dered unusually interesting by the re-
appearance of Mr. Cyril Towsey and Miss
Mary Cooper last week nfter their recent
tour of the Dominian, It must be a long
time since the Liedertafel programmes
were griced with snch a fine song eyols
ae Von Fielitz's “Heautiful Jessie.” The
toeme ls essentinlly poeiic. It 13 a mod-
ern work written with inspired effort
and culminates with the fifth number in
& agnificont piece of song writing. It
Tepresemty & drama of love —the awaken-
ing, the expectancy, realisation, deser-
tion, and tragedy. AMivs (‘ooper gave a
comprehensive and sympathetie render-
ing to the whole. The #ffort was indica-
tive to what range her powers of inter-
pretation extend, particalarly when sup-

. ported by so fine an accompanisy as Mr.

Cyril Towsey. Misa Cooper is an ex-
ponent of that style of singing which
Elerna Gerhardt has Lrought to such &
fine piteh in the concert rooms of Europe
with the support of Arthur Nikisrh, the
well-knpwn  eonduetor. 1t represents
sonlething more -and inexpressibly finer
than ballad singing. It is the art of using
the voice with restraint and modulating
it as near ns may be to all the subtle
and exquisite proportions of a truly
poetie composition. It is only to thess
artista whe ean preject themselves into

the mood of the composer and express
it free from tovhuical blemish that this
s possible. Misd Cfeoper shows the neces-
sary artistic inmight aml has the tech-
nigie regnldite to the interpreration of
a song cyvle like “Beautiful Jessie,” and
her fing effort won the keen apprecia-
tion and applause of ull keenly musical
people in the awdience.  Rhe also sang
FThe Xl g (Rchubert) in the ori-
ginal tongne of the composer, the treat-
ment throughout being natable for its
wealth of poetry and artistie insight.
Toth itenms were encored.

Alr. Cyrit Towsey was deserving of a
finer instrnment, bat he was enjoyable
as ever in the Grieg “Lyric Tiece” (Op,
43) and the *Polonaise in £ Sharp Minoc™
(Chapin).  The Grieg mumber, w its
delightful vange of wooed, so efTe
contrmasted in The Solitary Travellee™”
and “To the Spring’ was given with ex-
ceptinnal deftnesa of fingering and deli-
cuey of poeliv expresaion. 1o the (hopin
Polonaise the interpretation was marked
by its apontancons and intetiectual foree,
combined with refinement of feeling. The
pianit had to teapond to the aundience im
Loth itens. o

The Lisdertafel .

Tha liedertalel, uwnder Dr. Thomaa,
were in characteristic form, which means
that in some deme they did bLeiter tham




