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CHESS.

All cammunications to be addressed fo
the Chcas Editor, “The Weckly Graphia
mnd New Zealand Mail,'” Auckland,

Position No. 5L
(By J. FTEN'T.)
Black.

White.
White to play and mate in twe,

Forsyth  Notatlon:—2K3;  1QktRd;
8RE6; Tt 4kd; 1bip2; kt2Pr3; H2KilB2,

Artistie Play.

Game bhebween Morphy and Rehulten:-—
"Kings' Gambit Declined.”

AWhite, Black.
. Bclalten. Morphy.
1, P—K¢ 1. P—K4
2 FP—KkiH4 2, P—(O4
3. Px)1 3, P—-Kj
4, Nt—un 4. Kt--KB3
& P—a 5 B—QIEt3
4 6, P—Kd
¥ 7. Castles
8. Bxlkt
9. B—Kh
10. B—KIt5
11. P—Ni3
12, QKAP .

13, RxB!!

I Kt—Ktach
17. Kt—Roeh?
18, Q—Qich
10. Q—Rich

19 K—-Kt2
20, K—E3 and Black mates in

four
maoaver,

Notes.

A epecinl general meeting of the chess
awd draughts seetion of the Wellington
Working Men's Ul was held on Wed-
nesiday last, there being a record attend-
ance of members, including representa-
tives of the Waterside Workers' Dranglits
Cluh,'wha were present by invitation,

A letter was read regarding the visit
of Mr Alfred Jordan, draughts champion
of Euglaud, It was explained that Mr
Jordan was te leave Melbouiue for Dun-
edin, After giving exhibitious of sjmul-
taneous play i variens wentres of the
Bouth Iu«lawd, it was proposed that Az
Jonlan should visit Wellington, Auck-
land, oud any other North Islaml cventye
that might wish to secure u visit,

Mr Jordan is also o very sirong chees
player, and nn extremely capable billiard

player. .

An gnonymous donor having given 43
for the envourngement of chess jo the
club, Mr Dalrywpie suggeated that this
sliould be devoted to a tourpament for
thosa who had never won a first prize
in the elul. e suggestion was approv-
ed by the meeting,

The Anckland remits submitted by the
New Zeabind Cless Association wers
next ennsidermd. Members were inosym-
pathy with ble object almed-at Ly the
Northern City Clab, though not entirely
with the methinds propoard fur achieving
the desired eped,

A wmember present jlatell ont that as
reaands climse il drnoghts Wellinglon
was beliind other New Zegland contres,
in that its free public libaries did not
yrovide tables for ehess wnl deangert-,
Tt owas devided to approwd the City
Commeil with a vlew to Wellingtonw Wwing
broaught inin Tine wilh atlivy centres in
thin respoct, '

Salution te Position Ne. 51.

This problem gained st priee in the
"R entish Mercury”™ Tourhey, The key
wave in NL—10)35.

BILLIARDS.

A Spinning-ball as it Runs Along
the Cloth from Ball to Ball.

(By 1. W. STEVEXNSON.)

wlenever a  professional, or any
gond player, naes *side” for a struke,
he does so with a good motive., He
would prefer to make every one of hia
cannony ov hazards, and the winning
hazards aleve all; with & plain ball cen-
tral stroke, This is simply because the
cue-hall takes a direet run te the object-
ball, and after contact with i, some-
thing which it wil) not do if carrying
a side-spin. T should Tike this faet to
Le understood by all classes of billiard
players throughout the world, Ty alters
¢he angle of thuow-off from an object-
ball almost as mueh as from a eushion—
and there are few players, surely, who
do not know of the straight and slant-
ing throw-off, which the use of check or
runing “side” canges.

Therve is another matter, too, and
this is the difference in the speed of
the cue-ball at the same strength of
stroke from a checking side-apin, as
compared to Jeading “‘side,”  There ia
the same slacking of the bdall, whether
in its send-oft from an objeet-ball or a
cushion, or in moving along the billiard
eloth when a check “side” stroke has
been played. It will take a  curving
rourse on the cloth, and from the object-
ball, but come away very straight from
a cishion compared with the angle at
which it has run there. A very nice ex-
ample of the way the cne-hall acta when
ing  check  “side,” or  running
ide,” or piain ball, may be had from
an object-hall set tight up against a
cushion, Try some slow to medivm pace
on to it at short ramge, and ncte the
clearly expressed variations of the
angle as the ecue-ball conies off the
cushioned ball. The slower the pace of
the stroke, and the stronger the “side™
~-aml, as ¥ have previously explained,
side-spins tell' most pewerfully with a
slow-woving ball—the more prencunced
will be the changes in the retnrms of the
cue-ball. To trace ‘the full limit of one
extreme fo the other, as dictated by the
use of the chieck or running “side,” play
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CUSHION  CANNONS MADE WITH
- SIDE”

oll the ¢uslijoned ball's centre-point, as
the ball fuees you, aud, ws nearly as you
i, b one given pace. The plain ball
shut will, of course, provide o midway
move Between the Yside” eontrasts,  Dif-
ferent tapes of cusbions will throw the
Tall ol ab wvarying angles; thin and
thivk vluths will deal with the side-sping
in their own particular  ways;  bnt
whittever  the ditferenee,  the  bLilliard
Lall's run can be pstimated to some de-
wree of aecnravy by a long acquaintanen
will ils prenliay under all sorts of
comlitions. A thivk cloth i3 very de-
erplive, thongh. 1t gets sueh A wirong
Iodd upon e hall st once that even
when the highest apeed is used in con-
Juneliva wilth “side,” there s some dl-

vergence from the straight line to be
noted in a very short run,

The billiard eloth enters mo much inta
the matter ~of *side” that the expert
player, when ahout to play upon a
strange table, generally feels the strength
of the nap by gently rubbing the back of
his fingers up and down the bed of the
tabie. There are so many different
qualities of cloth texture, each and all
of which exercise their own pectliar pro-
perties upon the ball, that a special
atudy im this direction ghould be part of
the professional player’s eqguipment. Un
the old-fashioned blanketty clotha, which

CANNONS WITH CHECK AND RUNN.

ING “SIDE"-—LEFT
EACH CASE.

“SIDE*® IN

are seldom, I am pleased te say, to be
met with nowadays, billiards are made
very hard work indeed to anyone but a
regulat hard hitter: The ball had to bs
struck so comparatively hard at every
stroke, owing to the heavy, holding nap
of the cloth, that there were really
few slow shots to be played. And any
attempt at *“side ™ had to be made with
ihe utmost caution, as the curving move.
ment taken by the cue-ball up the table
or down the table started so early and,
if not long lasting, developed in sc far
pronounced a manner 33 to give one
pause before using any side-spins excepy
for absolutely necessary pocket strokes
and cushion cannons.

When you come to think of it, the
natyre of a billiard cloth may be com-
pared to that of a cricket pitch, a bowl-
ing green, & ieanis-court or a’ football
fleld. Every player of these games knows
the world of differemce which exists ve-
iween a slow ground and a fast one,
Heavy turf is & haadicap to the best of
players, and drags them back to some-
thing mear the level of inferior players
at all games, The fast, true groumds,
however, fuvour the more skilful hands,
It is the same in billlards, where a rough
contended cloth makes refined play an
utter impossibility. The only liope of
sroring in there ecircumstances lies in
double strength strokes, so that the eue-
ball shall averride all obstacles and
cvercorne the hcavy going. A thick
cloth, no matter the attention it reccives,
&0 quickly roughs up, that it can only
be congidered as suitable to very ordin-
sry players. The true-running composi-
tion balls assiet in ne wmall degree to
bring the Yhest-playing possibilitiva oun
of such clothy, but they are heavy to play
vpon and tricky almost beyond meas-
ure.

A pood meldium dass of clath, neither
tou Lhick nor too thin, is nicely suited to
all-round pluy, from the long losing haz-
ard and round-the-table display cunnnms
tu the clasest of close cannons. 1t atands
on the midway mark between the Mankes
pattern and the skating-rink clasa, The
Tatter i3 too fust for aunything and any-
bedy, and is the action of an wrtificinl
proveds, as by dint of much ironing and
Brushing the anrface pap of the cloth has
worn away, leaving only the cotton
plrand, which almost beara o poelish from
lonr usnge. On a cloth of this kind a
ball never seema to wiop rolling, nor will
it yiell any of the curtomary * aide™
effecta. 1t 7o opposed to good billiard
playing, for ruoning at the same lLigh

BOXING,.

To Fight Jack Johnson,
AMERICA'S HOPE, '
THE AMATEUR CHAMPION,

Warren Barbour, amateur heavy-
weight champion of America, i8 considers
ing whbether he will leave the amateur
ranks in order to endeavour to accoms
plish the task that proved over-much for
Jeffries,

Barbour is known throughout Ameries
as the “'society heavy-weight champion.*
He in the sen of Uelonel Willinm Bare
bour, & multi-millionaire thread manufac+

"turer, of New York, a man with the

facial fascination of a beauty actor, a
member of the exclusive Four Hundred,
who constitute New York society, and
the most sought youth in America ta-
day by mateh-making mothers.

Like many ofher great athletes, young
Barbour owes his prowess to the delicacy
of Wiz boyhood. He is now 21, but four
years ago, when, as a lad eof 17, he en-
tered Princeton University, hia health
was 50 uncertain that his parentis wera
afraid to let him take part in strenuous
sport. At that time the boy was 6ff
high, and weighed 17.0, facts that led the
football coaches of the eclleze to selze
upon him as a likely player. But he was
as soft as butter. e had grown too fast
for his health, and football proved so
exhausting that, at last, his father cried
a halt, took him away from the Univer-
eity, and put him on a high stool in his
own ollice, where his exertions were re-
stricted to lauling on the levers of the
copying presa, -

It was hiz mether wha was responsible
for his becoming to-day the idol of ath-
letic America, and the man to whom all
America muet be looking, after the de-
bacle of July 4, to rehabilitate the phy-
sical supremacy of the Caueasian, XMrs
Barbour is strong oa science, While she
agreed with her husband that the rongh
and tumble of college football might re-
sult disastrously for their son, she argued
that acieatifically-applied physical culiure
ought to be jusi the proper treatment for
& youngsier who could get on to ona
side of the scale and weigh down two
ordinary boys of his age, Bhe ’phoned an -
expert, and the expert, knowing the fis
naneial standing of the Barbour menage,
agreed that physical eculture, accordiag
to hiz system, was precisely what was
wanted, though his system waa so scien-
tific that it was expensive, and apt fo
weigh heavily on the slender resources
of ihe suffering proletariat, Mrs Bar-
bour said the Four Hundred's equivalent
for "hang the expense,” and told him to
get a move on with little Warry's phy-
gigue at 8 a.m, next day.

At the marble palace of the Barbour
family the expert felt as an Arabian
Nights’ hero would have felt had he inm-
truded on a caucus meeting of the Gianta
Union, Colonel Barbour, who welcomed
hin in a hall glittering with old masters
at £2000 a time, was 6ft lin high, and
built in propertion. Mrs Barbour, who
swept down the rouge marble staircase
clad in a £500 Worth gown, rose to an
altitude of 6ft; Henry Barbour, the eld-
est son, who expressed a hope that the
expert would put Warry right, looked
ever the heads of his father and mothen

speed, nt either end of the table, the
player ean never gauge " strength” at
any time. The beauty of a good ang
properly laid cloth lies in {he fact of the
ball running faster with the nap up the
table than it does when cuoming down
the table against the map, from the same
strength of stroke; and the * side ™ {ells
mere slrongly against them with the
nap.

In the best professionul gamea therd
is ured what is known ss & “supertine
match ctoth,” which represents the very
last word in the billard vloth muanutac-
turer’s art. Possessing every requisite
for the best of play, a sufficieney of nap,
while at the =ame time allowing the ball
to travel at the highesi porsible speed
from the sloweat of strokes, the “ super-
fine match cloth” demands the moest delis
cate touch of juldgment of pace, It can
only be fitted fa the hest of slaie beds
and en<lions, for it will reveal any play-
Ing deficienvics more accurately alnust
than n spirit-level. But on & true play-
ing surface and m rubber cushion prepors
tioned as fust as the bed, it ia ideal
billiards to the expert on a ' supers
fine match-clalh” All thoss narrow orf
wide ball-to-ball enmnons where check
and runciug “side” make all the differ-
enve between sucecess and failure at slow
upeed, are made rom&ihle, and a player's
skill ig given the fullgpt scope.



