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Dominion Deience,

NAME OF THE DREADNQOUGHT.

ALTERED TO NEW ZEALAND,
BIHRENUTH (F THE

“The impertunt question of defence has
engaged the attention of the Government
during the recess,” maid Sir Joseph Ward,
in hig Budget speech; * and in view of
the changey in the system eonsequent on
Field-Marshal Viscount Kiichener's re-
port it will be mecesmary to ask Parlia-
ment to make comsiderable alterations
in the Act in order to place the defences
of New Zealand on a suvund footing, and
a bill with this object is now before Par-
liament.”

“1 may remark ihat the name of ths
Dreadnought is to be ‘New Zealand,
not * Zealundin, asw was announceld by
me & short time ago. The change ia con-
wequent upon A supgesiion from  the
Admiralty  that the new Drendought
#hould be named 'New Zealand, they at
the same Llime expressing their willing-
ness to change the nomenclature of the
present vruiser of that name. The Gov-
ernment, realtily acquiesced in the sugyges-
tion, and the battleship givem by this
country ia te he called, after our Dao-
minion, ‘ New Zealand,” which I think it
will be agreed ia most appropriate. Upon
our recolpendation it has also  been
devidel that the existing cruiser of that
name s to be renumed the ' Maori?

* 1a connection with Field-Marshal Vis-
count Kitchoner's visit to New Zealand I
Ay mention that one part of the Field-
Blav-lial's veport deals entirely with the
fixed havbour defences of this Dominion,
and being of a confidential nature, it
necessarily follows that it cannot be
made publie. 1 feel sure that the good
resulta that will acerue from the Field-
Marshal’s visit will be of a lasting beneflt
te this Dominion. However much we all
deplnre war we cannot close our eyes
to the fact that every mation has, in
recent years, been arming itself at a
great rate, and has also Deen devoting
itself to the all-imporiant question of
elliciency both on land and sea. We have
& vuluahle possession in onr charge, anil
conzequenlly it is our duty to see that
oy own louse s pud in order with as
little delay as possible. With this object
in view I am conlident the praple of New
Zraland will welcome the change from
our previets cordition, and assist m
establishing a practieal and efficient sys-
tem of defence, in order that should the
aeeasion arise we may huave availuble u
body of theroughly trained and eRicient
mem. - .- .

" Having regard fo the fact that the
defence pystemi of the Dominion has
Leen cntirely changed, 1 feel it my duty
to acknowledze the geod work the men
who have compased the volunteers in the
past have accomplished. As indieating
the keen intercal that is being tuken
in the defences of our country, I mag
say that at the present time the numerl-
eal  strength of the defence forces
throughou{ the Daminion las never been
g0 great, even during the time of the
Eouth African war, when admittedly the
movement was almormully active. The
oflicers, non-rommissioned officars, and
men of the voluntrer forers of the past
have given cheerfully a large part of
their valuable time in the cause of de-
funee, To one and all of them I tender
an belialt of the eountry my warmest
thanka for their mervieeal I ferl confi-
dent that the rume spirit that has
prompted them in their offorts in the past
will eontinue, and that the tervitarinl
aystem will reerive the generona aupport
front euell good miaterial ga will insura
Tts suevcesful establishment and  its
moeth working”

VOLUNTEERS.

ltems from the Budre..

WATERWPOWER TOAN.

{n the vourse of lig budget apecch last
weck, Sirofoseph Ward, dealing with tha
ulili-ation of water power, said ik was de-
rivable Lo prevent the exploitution Ly
Sndividunls of the wealth (hat it would
b possible ta create by the control of
our witer-faile.  The Government eon-
widered that the time had now arrived
to tukn the watler up with vigoor, and
{sru;uwnl-\ woulid be  submitted shortly
o undertake one ar more power scheaea
and to cxlend the work from time to
time, until nll eur larger centren of popu-
Jutlon bave been supplied with hydro
electric power, und until our principal
sources of encrgy have boen turned to
eonzunereiul advantage. Tt wam proposcd
fo devate about £500,000 per annum te
this work, sad autborily te raise thia

The Woeekly Craphie and’ New

amount would be avked for. Proposala
for jrrigation schemes for Central Otage
would alag be pubmitted. .

NATIONAL ANNUITIES.

Referzing  to  national annuities,
Sir  Joseph  Ward eaid it was
hin intention  to msk Parliament
to place on tha FRiatute Book

thin year a schreme for national annuities,
The main wims of the bill of last year
would be preserved, namely, those of
providing an annuity for all men and
women who choose to join the scheme;
and, gecondly, to relieve by eontributions,
in proportion to the mumber of children,
the hardship which falls ypon a worker’s
home from his sickneas or nocident. The
contributiona would be low enough to
enable any thrifty worker o obtain the
Lenefits, By a moderate payment in the
years of his or her prime, & contributor
would be assured from want in old age
or infirmity; widows and children of con-
tributors would be provided with assist-
ance, the widow during widewhood, and
the children until the age of 14, Buch &
syntens would remove the fear of the
worker ag to hia future, and that of
those dear te him, and skould do much
to encourage thrift,

HELPING THE MOTHER.

Conziderations,. both of the State's
permanent welfare and of humasity,
miust, contitued Kir Joseph Ward, im-
press our peaple with the wisdom of pro-
viding a schene wherely the wives of
low-waged workerg and the poorer emall
scitlors may be relieved of some of tha
anxiety which &t present accompanies
motherhood. Legilation will, thervefore,
be introduced this year providing for the
ca-operation of howpital boards with the
Government to provide a proper measure
of relief in thewe casen, Until an ade-
quate supply of midwives and sufficient
accommodation in our hoapitals for ma-
ternity cases can be furished; the hospi-
tal boards will be asked to make imme-
diate arrangements for medieal attend-
ance wpon expecting mothers in thelr
own homes, the expense of attendance to
be defrayed partly by contributions from
the husband, and the remainder out of
the Consolidated Fund, It is proposet
that in the casea in question the Govern-
ment should pay two-thirds. In order
ithat this provision should mot be abured,
it would apply only is cases where the
rarninga of the worker or setiler are un-
der £200 a year. The scheme involved &

‘good deal of detail provisioa.

- LABOUR BUREAUX.

Turning next to the quealion of the
unemployed, Hir Joseph Ward aaid legis-
laticn would ‘be introduced providing
thut ouz (itferent police wiations
throughout the country districta shall
Jischarge the functions of loeal Jabour
Dburcanx, the purpose being to furnish
unemployed workers with reliable infor-
mation 23 to where work may he ob-
tained, and to furnish employers with
sinmfar information as to where Jabour
is available,

ANTI-TRUST LECISLATION.

One of the disquistening features of
our wilvanving eivilisatlon, continued Sir
Joeeph Ward, is the parasitic growth of
combinations, for the purpose of prey-
ing upon the body polilic. It cannot
be denied that there are many advan-
tagos in connection with production and
distrioution on ap extensive scale, but
when smaller rivals are vrushed out the
temptation to exploit the consumer he-
comey ivresisiible. In ali countricy these
trusts become predatory in character at
n cerlain stage of their growlh. Owing
to the Stute owning the means of
fran=port  and  communication, New
Zealand eannot autfer as other countriea
have where trusta have got conirol of
the reilwaya, eanals, and telegraph
lines. Tle position s, however, sufli-
cionily prave to wiurrant drastic lepisla-
tive pruvizions te keep them in check,

Bodies’

MILLION ANDD A JIALF

Local Loans.

WANTED,

HELPIXG THE MAN OUT BAUIL

Denling with loans to loeal authori-
ties im hiv Budget epeech, ®ir Juseph
Ward suid thut since the coming into
aperution of the Stotegearanteed Ad-
vances Act on February 1 to June 30,
the tctal appllcations for loans received

numbered 188, and amounted to £1570, °

48, Of theae applicntions 28, for £ 604,
820, were declined, 131 for £754,047 wera
provivioaally approved, sod 24 for £ 134,

491, were Anally approved, five for £27,-
500 wera postponed. Loans for necessary
works such ge roads, bridges, drainage,
and water supply, had prefereuce, and
applications  for electric.light instalin-
tdon, fown halls, rTegreation . grounds,
and other things of that kind were re-
fused. The struggling settler, whose
children eouid not get to school for the
want of a bridge, or whose wife eould not
receive medical aid at & critical time
through the impassability of reads, muet
be considered first. Am there would ba
a very ‘large development of the loans
to losal authorities’ branch of the
- Advances Office in the near futare, altera.
tiona of the procedure in obinining loana
would have to be made. His intention
was to mo mimplify the procedure thak
after the wish of the ratepayera tunt the
loan should be obtained wad clearly ex-
pressed, the whole of the remaining waork
to complete the borrowing operations
could and would be underiaken hy the
Department., The time for raising any
objectiona by & dissatisfied ratepayer to
the validity of the proceedings would be
rezsonably limited, and after the expira-
tion of the time fixed no legal sieps could
be taken to hove the proceedinga invali-
dated. The term for vepayment of loans
by loral suthorities might reasonably be
extended to 50 yeara, Tt would mako the
instalments lighter. For each £100 the
instalment of principal and interest at
34 per cent., with a term of repayment
of 38} years, is £4 178 6d per annum; for
50 years it would be £4 5s only. Even
st 4 per cent. interest the annual instal-
ments would be only £4 13a 114d per
£100. Money may not always be obtain-
able at present rates, After a short ex-
perience of the working of the system,
he was satisfied that the charge made by
the Department, namely, a comm’ssion of
one-half of 1 per eent. was tno tow, On
a2 Yoan of £100 s fee of £5 was paid,
and everything in eonneetion with the
loan had to be earried om for 383 years
on thia fee. In addition, the costs of
raising the loam must be paid. A dil-
ferenee of one-tenth of 1 per cent. would
be & very slight eharge, but it would pro-
bably pay the cost of raicing the loan,
and the interest lost while funds were
waiting investment, .

Settling the Land,
GOVERNMENT PRODPOSAIA

QUESTION OF TENURE.

FINANCING THE SBETTLER.

The outline of the Government’s pro-
posals concerning the man on the land
and the man who wants to get there, as
disclused by ihe Premier in his Budget
Speech, was listened to with the keenest
attention by the IHouse. 8ir Joseph
said:—

The all-important question of closer
settlement of the lunds of the Dominicn,
both private and ('rown, has been receiv-
ing the closest attention, and the Gowv-
evntment will shortly hrirg down a Land
Bill which will, it is believed, be accept-
able to a majority of the pecple of this
eountry and of the membera of this
Bouse, The special aiin of this bill will
be to provide a further and a belter
menns of obtaining land for the people,
while the diffienlt question of tenure will
be placed upnn a fuoting which ennserves
in a reasonable degree the rights and
interests of both the State and the set-
tlers. In order to further the main pur-
poses of this bill, impertant amendments
of the Tand Settlement Finanee Act of
last year will be snbmitted to you. Tt ia
confidently expecivl that these will ex-
teud the reope anid make mare effective
the machinery of the existing legislation.

The Land Settlowent Finance Act came
into operation en January 1, eonsequent!y
there has Dbeem very little time to do
qel under 3t However, there are al-
ready several mssoviations unler way.
Two associations have emnpleted pur-
ehnses, and a third ia just ahout com-
ploted. 1t ic n measare likely to facili-
tale the actilement of the landla with a
gond elnsg of settler, and it ks Anticipated
that when the provi-ions of the Act be-
come Ditter known maty more fssocine
tiona will be formed.  In putling the Act
into operation several weakuessea huvo
been dincoversdl, One of thew ia the
neceasity for the survey of an estate Le-
fore the Board can conmeider an appliens
tion by an association to purchasa. Al
the commencement 8 eimple and inex-
pensive agreement would, perliaps, mee®
&1l requirements, and when the Board has
conaidered this and expressed its opinlon
aa ta whether or not the land is suitahis
and the price reasonable, & move formal

Zealand " Mall for- July 27, 1910

contract could be entered into. The pres

‘ seat limitation of ares is & difficulty,

Very few estates likely te be pold undex
tha Act are of sueb & uniform quality

: that they ean be profitably held, even in

200-acre mections. The size of the sees
tiona might be left to the Board to fix,
As & great denl will depend on the kind
of men who will purchase land under the
Act, the Board should have power to
examine on oath applicants ag to thein
fitness to suecessfully work an_ allot-
ment. - The Act, I am comvinead, wiil
yet be of great benefit to the Domimion,
When it is amended in its weak npotsy
and more widely understcod, advantage
will be taken of its beneficial provisions
to an extent undreamt of ai present.
ADVANCES TO BETTLERS.

On the rorrelated question of State-
guatanteed Advances; Sir Joseph Ward
said: The buainess during the year was
as fullows:—Number of loans granted
to  nettlers 2,745, amounting to
£1,005,120; to workers, 1,359 in num«
ber, amounting to  L£362,352. Tha
smount advanced since the Department
eommenced operations, including suma
repail and loaned sagain, is:—Settlers
£10,245,265, and to workers £1,074225,
making a total of 211310400, Tha
Board of the office, after full conaidera«
tion, has decided that the present termy
for repayment of loans to workers, 36§
years, is teo loag, and in fhe interesta
of safety has recommended a reduction,
and, further, that there ehall be twa
clayses of eseenrity, first and second,
woneys lent on firstclaga securitics be-
ing repayalle in 30 years, and on second-
clasa security im 20 years. As most of
the loana are on wooden buildings, with,
in many ecase, sections of small value,
the present repayment term should be
shortensd. Having regard to the greal
advantages enjoyed by borrowers uaden
this system, the low rate of interest paid,
the preparation of mortgages free of
charge, the email fees charged, and tha
large amount lent in proportion to the
valne of the securily, Bo reasonable ohe
jeetion can be offered to the shortening
of the present term. The system brings
more than the advantages of a building
society to the workers in every part of
New Zealand, and as it is desirable to
slill further extend its usefulness, id
has been decided to furnish intending
borrewers with complete plans and
apecifications of different typea of huild-
ings .suitable for workers, eosting frope
£200 up to £450, the maxhnum amount
to be lent. The buildings will have
batby, hot water service, and conveni-
ent internal arrangementy. This wilk
enable the borrower to at once selech
the type of house he desires, within a
wide range of choice, and get plap3 and
specifications which have been prepared
by an expert iree of charge. This wilk
also be of great value to the Depart«
ment in getting for its momey a betted
class of Luilding #3 a security tham
at present. 1n order to prove that thera
will be no hardship in repaying the
principal moneys more quickly than af
present, these figures will show what will
have to Dbe pald per week fur buildings
of six different values;— .

Lost of First-class Eecond-class
building, loan, loas.

30y18. 20yrs.

Ter week. Ter weelk, |

£ 8 & a. d. '
24H) o 4 9 - 5 11
25 .- 5 11 .e 7 5
300 7 2 -r 9 Q
3590 .. 3 4 . 10 4
4y e o 8 .. 1110
450 ..o 1009 W 13 4

It will be seen that to repay in 20
years a loan of £450, a worker will be
paying no more in principal and interest
than he would have to pay for rent for
% decent home—in fact, leas than many
are mow paying, As it is intended to
place the investment of sinking funds fox
the rrpayment of the public debt of the
Dominion in the hands of the Btate-
guaranteed Advanees Department, every
precaution mmst be taken with regard ta
securitica. In a few years time tha
amount which will he advanced by the
Ronrd to settlers and workera and loeal
authorities will be very large, and cans
tion to avoid lodses is neeessary, whilsh
the ueefulness of the institution muoat not
be diminished.

*“What is Labour?' nsked the Tearcher.
Bald the school girl, smart and brighty
1t Js Tabour to he :uuxl\lnr. . )
Ag soma pecpls do, all nlguil*
SWhat 38 Capiiul?’ he asked her,
After & brief interval. .
“Woods' Great Peppermlot Curel” sbe due

swered. .
“Mother mays that’s Capitall*t ",



